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PREFACE. 

JMany  years  ago,  in  the  course  of  some  building 
operations,  tlie  Charter-lloom  at  Arniston  Avas 
dismantled.  Its  contents,  consisting  of  charters, 
rent-rolls,  leases,  accounts,  and  valuable  family 
papers,  were  placed  on  the  floor  of  an  attic  where, 
for  a  long  time,  they  lay  in  confusion,  uncared  for, 
and  in  constant  danger  of  destruction.  About 
twenty  years  ago  Dr.  AVilliam  Eraser,  who  was 
tlicn  beginning  those  researches  which  have  thrown 
so  much  fresh  light  on  the  family  history  of  Scot- 
land, was  requested  by  Mr.  Dundas  to  give  his 
help  in  examining  the  Arniston  papers.  Dr. 
Eraser  arranged  the  charters,  making  a  copious 
inventory  of  them,  in  which  everything  of  local 
or  family  interest  was  described.  He  also 
deciphered  the  old  estate,  family,  and  colliery 
accounts  down  to  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century.        The    results    of    Dr.    Eraser's    labours 
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suggested  the  idea  of  a  family  liistory  to  Mr. 
Diiiidas,  wlio  accordingly  proceeded  to  arrange 
the  letters  and  estate  accounts,  and  compile  a 
narrative  from  them  to  be  left  in  the  Charter- 
Room  at  Arniston  in  manuscript  for  the  private 
use  of  the  family. 

There  had  been  no  intention  of  publication ; 
but  friends  who  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  materials  thus  collected  by  Mr.  Dundas  were 
of  opinion  that  they  were  worthy  of  preservation 
in  a  more  permanent  form  ;  and  1  was  retpjested 
to  undertake  the  task  of  weaving  them  into  a 
continuous  narrative  and  editing  the  volume  of 
family  history  which  is  now  published  under  the 
name  of  the  Arniston  Memoirs. 

As  originally  planned,  the  W(H-k  included  a 
memoir  of  Henry  Dundas  (the  celebrated  \lscount 
31elville),  who  was  a  younger  son  of  the  first 
President  Dundas.  But  it  became  apparent,  as 
the  work  proceeded,  that  a  com})!ete  accou.nt  of 
his  career,  which,  in  some  of  its  most  interesting 
and  important  aspects,  was  that  of  a  British. 
Minister,  could  not  be  given  without  entering 
upon    a    variety    of  subjects    inconsistent   with   the 
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scope  of  tlie  present  volume.  It  has,  therefore, 
Ix'Cii  (iecided  to  omit  tlie  correspondence  at  Arnis- 
ton  l)et\veen  Henry  Duiidas  and  liis  brother  and 
nej)hew.  Tliis  correspondence,  whicli  extends  over 
a  hiri;e  part  of  his  public  life,  together  with  the 
vohnninous  collection  of  papers  at  ^Melville  Castle, 
will  form  tlie  groundwork  of  a  separate  work  on 
I  lie   Life    of  Plenrv  Dundas. 


G.  \Y.  T.  O. 


May  iSS?. 
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I'oR  some  yc;vrs  after  tlie  coining  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
••(Jospatric,  the  son  of  ^Maldred"''  appears  from  time  to  time 
iipv)u  tlie  troubled  stage  of  Englisli  history.  When  the 
('()ni{iieror  was  holding  court  at  Westminster,  at  Christmas 
10G7,  Gospatric  obtained,  by  the  payment  of  a  large  sum  of 
monev,  a  gift  of  the  Earld(Mn  of  Northumberland,  an  honour 
lo  which  he  was  well  entitled  to  aspire,  for  royal  blood  ran  in 
his  veins,  his  mother  being  Algitha,  the  granddaughter  of 
King  Etlielred.  But  neither  the  possession  of  a  rich  earldom, 
nor  the  fear  of  ^Villiam's  vengeance,  appear  to  have  deterred 
him  from  taking  part  in,  or  at  least  encouraging,  the  san- 
guinary revolts  by  means  of  which  the  men  of  northern 
England  attempted,  for  some  time  after  the  Conquest,  to 
throw  off  the  yoke  of  tlie  Normans;  and,  at  length,  having 
iK'cn,  in  1072,  de})rived  of  Ids  Earldom,  he  w;is  driven  into 
exilL-,  and  went  to  Scotland. 

On  a  former  occasion,  wlien  his  doings  had  compelled  him 
lo  take  refuge  at  tlie  court  of  .Malcolm,  he  hatl  been  accom- 
jKuued  by  Eilgar  Atheling  and  his  sister  ^largaret,  and  "all 
till-  best  men  of  Northumberlaml.'"' ^  And  now  Edgar 
Atheling,  with  his  mother  Agatha,  and  his  sisters  Margaret 
and  Christina,  were,  says  Mr.  Ereeman,  "once  more  seeking 
a  >lK-lter  at  the  court  of  ^lalcolm  after  the  final  ruin  of 
their  hoj)es  in  England."  Gospatric,  therefore,  found  himself 
aiiioiig  frifiuls  and  kinsfolk.  Malcolm  and  the  Saxon  Margaret, 
Mow  his  Queen,  received  him  graciouslv,  and  bestowed  u})on  the 


In 
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bauislied  Earl  a  grant  of  Dunbar  and  other  valuable  possessions 
in  Lothian.  "Lothian  and  the  neighbouring  lands,  Mhieli, 
like  File,  soon  became  as  English  as  Lotliian,  became,"  says 
the  historian  of  the  X(n-man  Conquest,  "  the  historical  Scot- 
land.'^ To  the  north  lay  a  savage  region,  almost  as  unknown, 
and  inhabited  by  a  people  as  untamed,  as  in  the  Roman 
davs;  while  to  the  soutli  was  the  border  land,  the  debatable 
country,  wliere  tlie  King  s  authority,  weak  even  in  the  most 
settleil  part  of  his  donu'nions,  was  practically  ignored.  In 
Lothian,  therefore,  was  to  be  fountl  wliatever  there  was  of 
stability  in  the  institutions  of  the  Scotland  of  those  times. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  even  tliis  favoured  portion  of 
Scotland  was  then  for  tlie  most  ])art  little  better  than  an 
uncultivated  waste,  covered  with  thick  foiest  land  or  trackk'-s 
heath,  and  abounding  in  game  of  every  description.  The 
chase  was  the  favourite  pastime  of  tlie  people,  when  their 
enero-ies  were  not  employed  in  war;  and  thus  it  came  to  }xis^ 
that  the  names  of  places  were  often  taken  from  the  kind  of 
game  which  frequented  them.  In  West  Loth.ian,  on  the 
southern  shore  of  tlie  Eirth  of  Forth,  were  the  lands  of 
Dundas,  or  The  Hill  of  tlie  EaUow  Deer. 

These  lands  either  fcn-mcd  part  of  the  ])ossessions  bestowed 
by  :\lalcolm  on  Gos})atric,  or  were  actjuired  by  his  immediate 
descendants;  for,  in  the  twelfth  century,  '^Waldevus  iilius 
Cospatricii  ■' conveys  them  to  one  Ilelias.  son  of  Huctretl,  by 
the  following  charter,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  titles  to  land 
in  Scotland  : — 

'*  Waldeuus  tilius  cospatricij  omnibus  probis  hominibus  suis 
et  omnibus  amicis  suis  tam  futuris  quam  presentibus  :  salutem  • 
Sciatis  me  dedisse  et  concessisse  et  hac  carta  mea  contirma^se 
Helie  filio  Huctredi,  Dundas,  pro  seruitio  dimidij  militis,  ilium 
et  heredes  suos  tenendum  dc  me  et  heredibus  mcis  in  feudo  et 
hcreditate,  in  moris,  in  aipiis,  in  stagnis,  in  molendinis,  ni 
pratis,  in  })asturis,  cum  omnibus  rectis  tliuisis  et  pertinencijs  • 
Concedo  itaque  et  nolo  et  precipio  ut  i>te  predictus  Ildias 
istam  terram  habeat  et  teneat  tam  (juiete  et  tam  libere  et   tam 
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lionorifice,  ut  miUus  miles  de  barone  tenet  liberius  et  (}uietius 
et  honoriiiceiitius  in  tdta  terra  regis  Seotie  •  His  testibiis  : 
Joluinne  lilio  Orni,  Walikaio  fili(j  ]]akle\\in,  Roberto  cle  Sancto 
Michaele,  Helia  cle  Hadestaudena,  Willelnio  de  Copland, 
AVillelnio  de  Hellebet,  Aldano  Dapifero,  Gerardo  niilite, 
Jolianne  de  Gragin/'  ^ 

If,  as  there  seems  little  reason  to  doubt,  the  granter  of  this 
charter  was  Waldeve  (Waltheof),  Earl  of  Dunbar,  the  great- 
grandson  of  Gospatric,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  tlie  date  of 
the  deed  must  be  between  1166  and  1182,  as  Waldeve  suc- 
ceeded his  father-  in  1166,  and  died  in  1182.  There  is  no 
evidence  to  jirove  who  Helias,  son  of  Huctred,  was;  but, 
wliatever  liis  origin  mav  have  been,  he  founded  the  family 
of  Dundas  of  that  Ilk,  as  the  estate  remained  in  the  possession 
of  his  descendants  until  1875. 

For  a  long  time  little  is  known  regarding  the  successive 
owners  of  Dundas.  Of  one  Hugh  de  Dundas  we  read,  iu 
Douglas's  Old  Baronngc  of  Scofltoid,  tliat  he  was  "a  man  of 
singular  merit  and  fortitude,"  and  tliat  "he  joined  the  brave 
Sir  William  AVallace  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  Scotland, 
and  eml)racetl  everv  opportunity  of  exerting  his  courage 
against  the  enemies  of  his  country  under  tliat  brave  com- 
mander." His  son  George,  the  next  Baron  of  Dundas,  as 
became  one  whose  father  had  fought  with  "Wallace,  is  said  to 

'  "  Waldevus  son  of  Cospatrlc,  to  all  his  good  men  and  all  his  friends,  present 
•inl  to  come  :  greeting.  Know  ye  that  I  have  given  and  granted  and  by  this 
my  charter  confirmed  to  Helias  son  of  Huctred,  Dundas,  for  half  a  knight's 
Service,  to  be  held  by  him  and  his  heirs  of  me  and  of  my  heirs  in  fee  and 
heritage,  in  moors,  in  waters,  in  stanks,  in  mills,  in  meadows,  in  pastures,  with 
all  its  right  marches  and  pertinents.  I  grant,  therefore,  and  will  and  charge 
that  the  aforesaid  Helias  have  and  hold  that  land  so  quietly  and  so  freely  and  so 
honourably,  as  no  knight  holds  of  a  baron  more  freely  and  quietly  and  honour- 
ably in  all  the  land  of  the  King  of  Scotland.  Before  these  witnesses:  John  son 
•jf  Orni,  Waldev  son  of  Baldewin,  Robert  of  Saint  Michael,  Helias  of  Hade- 
itanden,  William  of  Copland,  William  of  Hellebet,  Aldan  the  Steward,  Gerard 
the  knight,  John  of  Gragin."'  A  facsimile  of  this  charter  is  among  the  National 
Manuscripts  of  Scotland.,  vol.  i.  No.  wxiii.  The  original  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  taniily  of  Dundas  of  Dund.is. 

•'  <Jo-:pa!ric  of  Dunbar,  Earl  of  Luthian,  ami  grandson  of  Gospatric,  Earl  of 
Northumberland. 
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have  been  a  follower  of  Robert  tlie  liruce.  He  built  a 
monastery  at  South  Qucensferrv  for  the  Carmelite  Friars, 
wliicli  is  still  the  burial-place  of  the  faniilv.  and  peri>h.t-d  at 
the  battle  of  Dujiplin  in  l.'3.'3L>. 

James  de  Dundas,  son  of  Georg'e,  seems  to  have  had  ;\  lonf; 
dispute  with  the  Abbot  of  Dunferndine  about  Ids  riirlit  to 
some  landing-place,  or  to  some  islands  in  the  Forth,  which  he 
maintained  so  obstinately  that  the  Abbot  proceeded  against 
him  witii  the  highest  censures  of  the  Church.  IJut  all  Liiffer- 
ences  were  at  last  arranged,  and  Dundas  \\a^  absolved  from  a 
sentence  of  exconnnunication  in  134^.  '"  Bv  the  dreaded 
power  of  exconnnunication  the  Lord  Abbot  of  Dunfemdine 
kept  the  mightiest  of  his  lay  neighbours  in  awe.  The  l^^rd 
of  Dundas,  whose  massive  strongliold  frowns  in  sight  ot'  the 
Abl)ev  'J\)we)'s  did  once  jn'ovoke  a  strife  to  his  own  bitter 
shame  and  hunnliation.  He  laid  claim  to  a  certain  laiiding- 
place  at  the  south  side  of  Queensferry,  opposite  his  own  castle, 
and  molested  the  Abbot's  boatmen.  Abbot  Alexander  smote 
him  with  exconnnunication.  But  James  of  Dundas  \\as  proud 
and  powerful,  and  obdm-ately  resisted  for  some  time.  At 
length  he(pudled  and  bowed.  Abbot  Alexander  and  his  Council 
proceeded  to  the  disputed  landing,  and  sat  in  public  state  on 
the  rocks  which  served  as  the  pier.  James  of  Dundas  on  his 
knees  hinnblv  supplicated  the  Abbot  to  remove  the  txcom- 
nnmication,  which  the  Abbot  graciously  did,  when  Dundas 
found  security  never  naore  to  repeat  his  offence." 

The  estates  were  forfeited  to  the  Crown — a  conunou  fate 
in  tlie  fifteenth  century — in  144-9,  but  were  restored  to  the 
family  in  the  person  of  Sir  Archibakl  Dumlas,  wkio  enjoyed 
the  favour  of  James  ir.  and  James  iii..  and  was  frei^iiently 
employed  as  an  ambassador  to  the  Court  of  England. 

John  Dundas,  of  Dundas,  was  served  heir  to  his  father, 
Archibald,  on  the  3d  of  October  1480.  James  iii.,  with  con- 
sent of  his  Queen,  iNIargaret,  conferred  on  him  a  grant  of 
the  lands  and  baronv  of  Bothkennar,  ''on  account  <it  the 
faithful  services  done  by  him   to  them,  and   in  special   for  his 
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five  labour  anil  a.^s^.stHnc•e  <2;iven  in  ileliverin^'  their  Royal 
j\r>oiis  furth  of  tlu-  Castle  of  Eclinl)un.>h,  in  which  they  were 
(L'tained  contrary  to  their  Royal  pleasure,  by  which  their  lives 
were  in  danf^er."""  lie  was  also  about  to  be  created  Eiirl  of 
I'orth  ;  but  the  murder  of  the  Kin^'  in  June  1488  prevented 
the  fuHilnient  of  the  Royal  promise.  Uundas  had  faithfully 
adhered  to  the  cause  of  James  ii  i.  ;  and  his  estates  were  declared 
forfeited  on  the  accession  of  James  iv.  A\'hen,  however,  a 
wiser  policy  prevailed  in  the  councils  of  the  yoimg-  King,  they 
were  restored,  with  the  exception  of  the  barony  of  liothkennar. 
instead  of  which  Dundas  received  a  grant  of  the  rocky  islantl  of 
Inchgarvie,  lying  in  the  Firth  of  I'orth,  ojtposite  the  lands  of 
Dimdas.  This  Charter  is  dated  the  14th  of  May  1491.  liy 
it  the  King  gives  "to  our  beloved  familiar,  our  esquire,  John 
Dundas  of  that  ilk,  and  his  heirs,  all  and  whole  the  Island  and 
Rock  of  Inchgardv."  And  the  said  John  has  })ower  to  build 
thereon  ''  a  castle  or  fortalice,to  such  height,  length,  and  breailth 
as  to  the  said  John  and  his  heirs  shall  seem  most  ex})edient, 
with  iron  bars,  ram])arts,  })ortcullises,  crenelles,  and  machicola- 
tions, and  with  all  other  fortitications  and  monitions  as  can  be 
j)lanned  ami  deviseil  for  the  security  of  the  said  castle."  Of 
this  castle  Dundas  and  his  heirs  were,  at  the  same  time,  declared 
to  be  the  perpetual  governors.  The  castle  was  built,  and  still 
remains  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  although  the  island  of 
Inchgarvie  is  now  desecrated  by  the  })iers  of  an  enormous  struc- 
ture'" wh.ich,  though  it  testifies  to  the  })rogress  of  science,  has 
done  much  to  destroy  the  interesting  associations  of  the  ])ast. 

Passing  over  two  generations,  we  ct)me  to  Get)rge  Dundas, 
who  was  served  heir  to  his  father,  James  Dundas,  on  the  11th 
of  March  1554,  He  was  the  sixteenth  laird  of  Dundas,  and 
married,  first,  ^Margaret,  daughter  of  Daviil  Boswell,  of  Ind- 
muto,  and  secondly,  Katherine,  daughter  of  Laurence,  third 
Loril  Oiiphant.  The  eklest  son  of  the  second  marriage  was 
James  Dundas,  in  order  to  provide  for  whom  the  lands  of 
Arniston   in  ^Midlothian  were  purchased,  and   from  whom  were 

1  The  P'orth  Bridtje. 
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<lesceiK]eii  the  men  of  w hose  lives  an  account  will  be  oi\ en   in 
the  followinii;  ''  Memoirs."" 

Sir  Walter  Dinulas,  the  eldest  son  of'Georoe  Dundas  hy  his 
first  marriage,  had  the  honour  of  Knighthood  conferred  upon 
him  bv  James  vi.  at  the  baptism  of  his  son  Prince  Henry, 
■"  probal)lvr  it  has  been  said,  "'  for  a  pair  of  silk  stockings  lent 
by  him  to  tlie  modern  Solomon.""  A  ft)untain  still  rem;uns  at 
Dundas  Castle  which  Sir  Walter  is  said  to  liave  erected  out  of 
a  sum  of  money  which  he  had  saved,  and  was  about  to  use 
in  tlie  ])urchase  of  the  barony  of  Barnbougle,  when  he  found 
that  it  had  fallen  into  the  raj^acions  hands  of  the  great  lv\rl 
of  Haddington. 

We  find  the  next  owner  of  Dundas  plunging  into  the 
troubled  jiolitics  of  the  reign  of  Charles  i.,  and  deeply  engaged 
on  the  Parliamentary  side  during  that  memorable  conflict.  He 
was  made  a  Privy  Councillor  for  life  by  the  Coven;niters  in 
1641,  and  acted  on  various  Committees  of  the  Estates,  includ- 
ing that  which  was  apjiointed  for  the  trial  of  ]\Iontrose  in  1641. 
In  after  years  he  seems  to  have  been  on  terms  of  personal 
friendshi])  with  Cromwell,  as  several  of  the  Protector's  letters 
are  dated  from  Uundas  Castle.  He  survived  the  llest<^ration, 
and  obtained  a  Charter  for  his  lands,  under  tlie  Great  Seal, 
from  Charles  ii. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century  George,  laird  of 
Dundas,  suffered  from  the  rigorous  laws  against  non-conformity. 
The  Privv  Council  had  passed  an  Act  by  which  every  heritor, 
on  whose  estate  any  conventicle  shoukl  be  hekl,  was  to  be  iined 
fifty  pounds.  It  seems  that,  in  the  autunm  of  10853,  James 
Renwick  and  "other  traitors"  ilid  '*  meet  and  convene  at  Prown- 
rigge,  in  the  laird  of  Dundas  his  land,  and  kej)t  a  numerous 
field-conventicle,  where  the  said  Mr.  James  took  it  upon  himself 
to  preach,  and  baptize  ten  or  twelve  children."  .Vccordinglv 
the  Privv  Council,  on  tlie  8th  of  November,  fined  the  laird  of 
Dundas  fifty  ])ounds.-      Ne\t  year  the  same  thing  took  place. 


1  Register  of  the  Privy  Council,  Decreta,  Slh  Nov.  16S3. 
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The  laird  of  Diind-is  v.-as  brouglit  before  the  Couiifil  antl 
accii'^et.l  of  allouinii'  ))ers()ns  c())iiin<;'  from  a  conventicle  to  ])as.s 
tln-oui;li  his  huuls.  His  defence  was  that  he  had  not  been  at 
home  at  the  time,  and  knew  notliing  about  it  for  some  dav.s 
after.  The  Council,  however,  refused  to  admit  this  as  a  tlefencc, 
and  left  it  to  tlie  Lortl  Advocate  to  ])rove  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  })eo|)le  liail  passed  thron<i,h  the  lantls  of  Duntias.^  In 
commenting  (mi  these  })roceedinp;s,  AVodrow  observes,  "  A\'e  shall 
hear  just  now,  that  in  a  parallel  case  this  very  day,  they  sustain 
the  same  defence  in  the  Earl  of  Twecddale,  for  it  wa-s  now 
'Show  me  the  man,  and  Til  shou-  the  law.'"- 

The  history  of  the  vai-icnis  lairds  of  Dunilas  durino-  last 
century  need  not  be  detailed  ;  and  at  last  the  time  came  when 
it  was  found  necessary  that  the  ancient  estate  should  be  S(^ld. 
This  was  when  the  long  life  of  the  late  ^Mr  James  l^undas  was 
drawing  to  a  close.  lie  was  born  in  179'5, — a  jio^thumous 
cliild,  his  father  liaving  jierished  in  the  wreck  of  the  AA^interton 
Indiaman, — and,  on  coming  of  age,  erectetl,  at  great  cost, 
the  modern  Dundas  Castle,  a  fine  example  of  Tudor  Gothic. 
He  farmed,  hunted,  drove  a  four-in-hand  from  Dundas  to 
]-'.dinburgh,  and  ^^as  popular  in  the  county,  of  which  lie  was 
\  ice-Lieutenant  i\)r  many  years.  But  his  chief  characteristic 
wjis  a  wonderful  talent  for  mechanics,  the  ])ursuit  of  which 
led  him  into  heavv  exj)enses,  bevond  what  his  fortune  was  able 
to  bear  ;  for,  clever  and  ingenious  as  Mr.  Dundas  v/as,  his 
mechanical  inventions  usually  ended  in  severe  pecuniary  los>es. 
Such  an  expenditure,  continued  througii  the  course  of  a  lojig 
life,  led  to  ho})eless  embarrassment,  ending  in  the  sale  of  the 
property  which  had  been  in  iiis  family  for  so  manv  genera- 
tions. The  inexorable  necessity  which  led  to  the  loss  of 
the  estate  was  dee})ly  regretted  by  all  the  neighbourhoocL 
The  sale  of  tiie  greater  ])art  of  Dunilas  took  place  in  1875. 
Hut  the  fomily  reserved  a  |)ortion  adjoining  the  lands  of  Ho})e- 
toun,  the  island  of  Inchgarvie,  and  the  Carmelite  monastt-rv  iii 

1  Register  of  the  Trivy  Cuuncil,l7th  July  16S4. 
-  Wodrow,  ed.  1S30,  vol.  iv.  p.  46. 
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Qtieensferrv  ;  aiul  uiuler  the  vaulted  vooi'  of  tliat  old  i)iiildiug. 
which  has  outlivetl  so  iiKiny  ciianues  in  chiuvh  aiul  state  ^iiice 
the  (lav  \\hen,  more  than  four  hundretl  wars  ago,  it  w;is 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  our  Ladv  of  ]\Iount  C'annel.  the 
remains  of  the  last  Laird  of  Dundas  were  laid  in  ]\rarch 
1881. 


mi:' 
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CHURCH  OF  WHrrEFRIARS,  SOUTH  QUEENSFERKY. 


The  rami<ications  of  a  family  which,  ajiart  from  the  kuen- 
dary  and  more  remote  periotl  of  its  history,  can  be  traceel  with 
certainty  from  the  close  of  the  twelfth  century,  are  neces- 
sarily too  mnner(?us  to  mention.  But  it  is  possible,  within  the 
limit  of  a  few  })ages,  to  give  a  brief  account  of  some  (>f  the 
branches  wjiich  have  sprung  from  the  parent  stem. 

The  Arniston  branch,  ilescended  from  George,  sixteenth 
laird  of  Dundas,  forms  the  subject  of  these  Memoirs. 

()f  the  Melville  branch,  m  Inch  lias  ])een  rendered  memorable 
chiefly  through  the  great  name  of  Henry  Dundas,  tht-  Hrst 
N'iscount  Melville,  nothing  need  be  said  at  })resent,  except  that 
it  sprang  from  the  house  of  Arniston  towards  the  close  of  last 
ceuturv. 
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The  family  of  Dimdas  of  Beechuood  is  tiescendoil  from  the 
family  of  Duiulas  of  Dundas,  throuu,h  the  Aniistoii  brancli,  of 
whic-])  it  is  an  offslioot.  Sir  ]{o])ert  Duiulas  of  Beochwood  was 
tlic  son  of  tlie  Rev.  Robert  Dundas,  minister  of  the  ])aris]i  of 
Ilumbie,  who  was  a  descendant  of  Sir  James  Dundas,  one  of 
the  first  of  the  Arniston  family.  He  was  liorn  in  1701.  and 
educated  as  a  AVriter  to  tlie  Signet,  and  married  ^latiltla, 
(huig'liter  t>f  Baron  Coekburn,  and  eousin-german,  through  her 
mother,  of  the  seeoml  Lord  Melville.  Being  tlieir  kinsman 
l)y  descent,  and  their  cousin  by  marriage,  he  became  agent 
and  factor  for  the  Arniston  and  Melville  families.  x\fter  a 
few  years''  practice,  his  connection  with  the  Arniston  family 
obtained  for  him  the  offices  of  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Sasines, 
one  of  the  principal  Clerks  of  Session,  and  De})uty  to  ti)e  Lord 
Privy  Seal  of  Scotland.  In  short,  it  was  said  that  liis  Dundas 
clients  all  held  sinecure  olllces,  and  that  he  was  '•De])ute"  for 
them  all.  l*artly  by  success  in  his  profession  and  partly  l)y 
inheritance  from  his  uncle.  General  Sir  David  Dunda>,  ]\Ir. 
Dundas  acquired  a  considerable  fortune.  He  purchased  from 
his  relative  and  client,  the  second  \'iscount  ^Melville,  the  estate 
of  Dunira,  in  Perthshire,  witli  the  house  which  the  iirst  Lord 
^lelville  had  built  upon  it.  In  18521  he  was  created  a  baronet ; 
and  at  his  death,  which  took  ])lace  in  1835,  he  was  succeeiled 
by  his  son  Sir  DavitL 

Sir  13avid  Dundas  was  born  in  180'3.  He  was  ethicated  at 
the  University  of  I-Alinburgii,  and  called  to  the  Bar,  but  never 
practised  as  an  Advocate.  On  succeeding  to  Dunira,  at  his 
father's  deatli,  he  settleil  there,  and  occupied  liimscif  with  the 
discharge  of  the  public  duties  of  a  country  gentleman.  L'pon 
liis  estate  his  largest  work  was  the  buikhng  of  the  mansion-house. 
The  former  house  at  Dunira,  built  by  the  first  I^ord  INIelville, 
tiiough  large  and  connnodious,  stood  upon  a  badlv  chosen  site. 
Prom  plans  by  Burn,  the  great  Scottish  architect  of  the  day. 
Sir  David  built  tlie  present  mansion,  both  site  and  house  doing 
eredit  to  the  architect's  skill.  Sir  David  was  twice  married, 
first,  to  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  White  Melville  of  Mount 
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jNTelvillo,  and,  secoiuUy,  to  Lady  Luty,  daughter  of  tlie  setond 
Karl  of  ("hichestfr. 

Tlie  uiK'le  from  whom  Sir  Uohert  Dundas  of  l^eecliv.ood 
inherited  a  considerable  })art  of  his  fortune  was  David  Dundas, 
third  son  of  ]Mr.  Kobert  Dimilas,  merchant  in  Edinburgh  (a 
descendant  of  Sir  James  Dundas,  first  Lord  Arniston),  and 
]\Iargaret,  danghter  of  Kobert  A\'atson  of  ]\hiirhouse.  He  was 
liorn  in  Edinburgh  about  the  year  17'55,  and  originally  inten.icd 
to  study  medicine.  Ikit  his  uncle,  General  David  ^^'at><^>n, 
induced  him  to  enter  the  army,  and  obtained  for  him  a  lieuten- 
ancy in  the  Engineers.  General  AVatson  was  soon  after  this 
engaged  in  superintending  a  Government  survey  of  the  High,- 
lands,  ajid  young  ]^undas  accom])anied  him  as  one  of  liis 
assistants  in  this  important  and  ditlicult  work.  Between  1759 
and  176,^2  he  served  in  Germany  and  in  the  AVest  Lidies. 
Thereafter  he  held  various  ap})ointments  on  the  L'ish  establ:-]i- 
ment,  and  was,  in  1781,  promoted  to  the  nuik  of  Colonel. 
"  Shortly  after  the  peace  of  178;3,  Frederick,  King  of  Prus-ia, 
having  ordered  a  grand  review  of  the  whole  forces  of  his  king- 
dom, the  attention  of  military  men  throughout  Europe  v.^vs 
attracted  by  a  scene  so  splendid.  Amongst  others,  Color.el 
Dundas,  having  obtained  leave  of  absence,  repaired  to  tlie 
plains  of  I'otsdam,  and  by  obser\ation  and  reflection  on  what 
lie  there  saw,  he  laid  the  iouiidation  of  that  perfect  knowledire 
of  nn"litarv  tactics  which  lie  afterwards  pul)lished  under  tlie 
title  of  Pniu'q)Ics  ()f  M'lVitdrif  Moviinoif.'s^  ^'^ticflij  apjiUcul'Ic 
to  Iiijantry.'"^  In  1790  Colonel  Dundas  attained  the  rank  of 
Major-General,  and  his  rei)utation  in  the  service  was  {in;illy 
established  when,  in  June  179'2,  his  ^ystem  of  tactics  was 
adopted  for  the  British  army. 

He  was  constantly  on  acti\e  service  during  the  war  agairi.-t 
France.  In  1804  he  was  iu-^alled  as  a  Knight  of  the  B.ith  ; 
and,  on  the  retirement  of  the  Duke  of  York  in  1809,  he  beca.ine 
Connnander  in  Chief  of  the  15riti■^h  Army,  being  the  first  Scots- 
man, it   is  said,  who  ever  jittained   that   high   jiosition.     This 

'   Biographical  Dicticiuiyy  of  Ez/iiiieiU  Scotsmen. 
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uppointment  Sir  David  Duiulas  held  tor  two  years.  Mis 
deatli  took  ])lace  in  February  1820,  when  he  was  succeeded 
in  his  estates  by  his  ne})lie\v.  Sir  Kobcrt  Dundas  of  Ik^ech- 
wood. 

The  Dundases  of  Duddinostou  and  of  ^Nlanor  are  also 
branches  of  tlie  family  of  Diuidas  of  that  Ilk.  That  John 
Dundas  who,  in  1491,  ol)tained  a  grant  of  the  Island  of  Inch- 
"•arvie,  had  two  grandsons,  one  of  whom  became  the  heati  of 
the  family,  and  tlie  other  of  whom  was  tlie  progenitor  of  the 
Dundases  of  Duddingston  and  of  Manor.  Of  the  latter 
family,  two  at  least  have  been  distinguished  in  the  profession 
of  the  law.  Sir  David  Dundas,  son  of  James  Dundas,  Ckrk 
to  the  Signet,  rose  to  eminence  at  tlie  Bar  of  England  dming 
the  opening  years  of  the  jn-esent  reign,  and  was  appointed 
Solicitor-CTcneral  when  Lord  John  llussell  was  forming  his 
Ministry  in  1846.  Two  years  later  he  resigned  ofHct-  «>n 
account  of  ill-healtli,  and,  although  for  a  short  time  he  held 
the  position  of  Judge  Advocate  General,  his  subse([uent  career 
was  uneventful.  Few  of  those,  even  of  a  generation  far 
younger  tlian  his  own,  who  have  taken  any  interest  in  the 
j)ublic  men  of  the  Victorian  era,  can  fail  to  liave  heard  of  the 
high  qualities,  and  estimable  character,  for  which  Sir  David 
Dundas  was  admired  by  those  who  knew  him.  He  died  in 
the  spring  of  18TT,  when  a,  short  but  graphic  account  of  hi.- 
life  was  written  by  his  friend  the  late  Sir  AVilliam  Stirling- 
Maxwell,  who  did  not  long  survive  him. 

His  younger  brother,  George  Dundas,  had  died  eight 
years  before.  He  was  called  to  the  Scotti>h  Bav  in  lS2fj,  and 
enjoved  a  considerable  ]M-actice,  In  184-5  he  became  SlK-ntf 
of  Selkirkshire,  and  in  18(;S  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Session, 
with  the  title  of  Lord  Manor,  an  honour  w  hich  he  enjoyed  for 
only  one  year,  as  his  death  took  place  on  the  7th  of  October 
1809.  Like  his  brother,  he  was  a  man  of  culture  and  literary 
tastes,  gentle,  honourable,  and  high-niimleiL 

About  the  middle  of  la^t  century  a  member  of  the  Manor 
branch    of   the    Dundases    went    to    America,   and,   remaininij 
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there  after  the  Declaration  of  Iiide})endenee,  founded  a  fVunilv 
which  ac-quired  large  estates  in  Virginia,  w  hich  are  still  po>- 
sessed  bv  his  descendants.^ 

Sir  Lawrence  Dundas,  founder  of  the  Zetland  faniilv,  was 
descended  from  James,  tenth  laird  of  Dundas.  He  was  the 
son  of  Tliomas  Dundas,  a  mend)er  of  the  Town-Council  of 
Edinburgh,  and  is  said  to  have  begun  life  behind  the  counter. 
He  entered  the  army,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  C'onnnissarv 
General.  In  this  jK)sition,  which  he  held  from  1718  to  1759, 
he  acquired  an  iunncnse  fortune;  and,  in  17G2,  he  was  made 
a  baronet.  At  his  death,  in  1781,  he  was  succeeded  bv  his 
only  son,  Thomas,  the  oi?spring  of  his  marriage  to  ]\largaret. 


^  An  interesting  law-suit  arose  out  of  this  circumstance.  In  1754  Tohn 
Dundas  of  Manor,  who  had  five  sons,  entailed  the  estate  in  favour  of  his  eldest 
son  Ralph,  whom  failing,  in  favour  of  his  four  other  sons,  Gilbert,  William, 
Jarnes,  and  Thomas,  successively.  James  went  to  Philadelphia  in  1757,  and 
married  an  American  lady.  He  remained  in  America  after  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  died  in  17SS.  His  son  John,  who  was  born  in  Amerioi, 
married  a  Miss  Hepburn  of  Virginia,  and  had  a  son  James.  In  1S2S  Ralph 
Peter  Dundas  of  Manor,  who  had  succeeded  as  heir  of  entail  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  Ralph,  eldest  son  of  John  Dundas,  died  without  issue.  Gilbert  and 
William  Dundas,  the  second  and  third  sons  of  John  Dundas,  had  already  died 
without  issue.  James  Dundas,  in  1829,  came  from  America  to  this  countiy,  and 
claimed  the  estate  of  Manor  as  nearest  heir  of  entail.  His  claim  was  opposed 
by  his  cousin.  Colonel  Thomas  Dundas,  grandson  of  Thomas,  fifth  son  of  John 
Dundas,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a  British  subject,  and,  therefore,  debarred 
from  succeeding  on  the  ground  of  alienage.  Both  the  Court  of  Session  and  the 
House  of  Lords  decided  in  favour  of  Colonel  Dundas,  who  accordingly  succeeded 
as  heir  of  entail.  The  following  table  will  explain  the  descent  of  the  parties  to 
this  case  : — • 

John  Dundas  of  Manor  (entailed  the  estate  1754).  ; 
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{laiii^Iiter  of  General  Bruee  of  Kennet.  Sir  Lawrence  repre- 
sented Edinburgh  in  Parliament  for  some  time,  and  also  the 
J.iiilitlsgo^s  liurglis.  His  Iiouse  in  Ivlinburirh  was  the  biiildinij 
now  oecujiied  by  the  Jloyal  Bank  in  St.  Andrew  Scjuare. 

His  son,  Sir  Thomas  Dundas,  was  born  in  I'ehriiarv  1741.  i 
and,  in  ]May  1764,  married  Lady  Charlotte  AVentworth. 
dauo-liter  of  tlie  third  Eaid  Fitzwilliam.  From  17G8  till  1790 
he  was  member  for  Stirlingshire.  In  1794  he  was  ereateil 
Haron  Dinulas  of  Aske  in  Yorkshire,  and  died  on  tlie  14tli 
of  June  18i2(). 

His  son  Lawrence,  who  had  sat  in  Parliament  as  ^V]li!r 
member  for  Kichmond  and  tlie  city  of  York  till  lie  succeedtd 
to  tlie  peerage,  was  created  Earl  of  Zetland  on  the  coronation 
of  Queen  "\'ictoria — an  honour  which  he  enjoyetl  for  oulv  a 
short  time,  his  death  having  taken  jilace  in  1839.  ''The 
Earl  of  Zetland,'"  says  the  Gcnfh'7nans  Magazine  for  ^lav 
18'39,  '•  was  one  of  the  steadiest,  most  consistent,  and  dis- 
interested advocates  of  ci\il  and  religious  liberty  Englaml  has 
known  in  later  days.  The  closest  intinsacy  subsisted  between 
iiim  and  the  late  Duke  of  Kent ;  and  last  vear  Her  ]\Iaie~tv 
presented  the  late  Earl  with  a  magnificent  golden  saher.  as 
an  acknoMledgment  of  the  kind  services  ])erformed  bv  him 
towards  her  father." 

Thomas  Dundas,  second  ]-!arl  of  Zetland,  was  in  his  fortv- 
fourth  year  when  his  father  received  the  Earldom  in  18'3S. 
He  himself  lived  till  May  1873,  and,  though  a  keen  poli- 
tician on  the  Liberal  side,  Grand  ^Master  of  the  Freemasons 
of  England,  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  tlie  North  Ixidinii;  of 
Yorkshire,  ])erhaps  during  his  long  life  he  was  best  known  as 
a  spirited  and  honouraI>le  supporter  of  the  Turf.  "  Onlv  a 
fortnight  before  his  death,"  says  tlie  York  Herald  oi'  the  lOtli 
of  ]\Iay  1873,  "  he  attended  Catterick  races,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  tlu'  stewards,  when  his  carriage  was  the  centi-e  of  a 
brilliant  throng,  tlie  members  of  which  little  imagined  that 
in  two  short  weeks  the  genial  old  sportsman  would  be  Iving 
<lcail    in    Aske    IlalL"       The   "'Aske    spots"    were    imnien>clv 
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popular  on  everv  racecourse  iu  Jh'itaiu,  particularly  in  York- 
shire;  anJ  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  how  nianv  descri})tious 
liave  been  written  of  the  famous  n)atch  lun  at.  York  in  18-51, 
when  ^'oltigeur,  who  had  won  tlie  Derby  and  the  St.  Leger  for 
Lord  Zetland  in.  the  ])revious  vear,  was  beaten  at  length  by 
Lord  Eglinton's  Flying  Dutchman,  who  had  won  these  races 
in  1849. 

It  would  be  a  mistake,  however,  to  s})eak  of  Lord  Zetland 
as  u  sporting  ])eer  and  nothing  else.  His  influence  as  a 
country  gentleman,  M'ith  the  nieears  of  doing  good  in  various 
ways,  was  very  great.  He  was  a  sagacious  man  ol'  business, 
and  a  generous  landhird,  and  at  his  death  was  lamented,  as 
was  said  .at  the  time,  by  many  "from  the  highest  in  the  realm 
to  the  humblest  menial  who  e\er  entered  his  service." 

Sucli  are  some  of  the  more  important  of  the  families  which 
are  descended  from  the  ancient  race  of  Dundas  of  Dundas.  In 
the  following  pages  the  history  of  the  Arniston  branch  will  be 
descrii)ed. 
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THE  rUllCHASi:  OF  AllXISTOX. 

Thk  iir.st  ])inv]ia:^e  of  land  in  ^Midlotliian  by  tlic  family  of 
Diuulas  was  made  bv  Georg-e  Dundas  of  Dundas,  wlio  liought 
the  Mains  of  Arniston  in  1571.  He  had  been  twice  married, 
and  liad  a  family  by  botli  marriages.  His  eldest  son  by  the 
first  marriage  was  his  heir  and  successor  in  the  lands  of  Dundas, 
and  it  was  with  the  object  of  ])i-oviding  an  inheritance  for  the 
eldest  son  bv  the  second  marria-e  that  Arniston  was  bought. 

The  earlv  historv  of  Arniston  is  ijuickly  told.  It  wa.s 
part  of  lands  on  the  South  Esk  in  Lothian,  grantetl  in  the 
twelfth  century  to  the  Knights  Templars  by  King  David  the 
First,  whose  munificence  to  the  religious  Orders  of  his  time 
is  so  well  known  ;  and  the  estate  on  the  South  Esk  was  the 
first  settlement  of  the  Knights  IVmplars  in  Scotland. 

These  lands  were  subsequently  erected  into  the  barony  of 
Hallintrodo,  which  was  the  principal  seat  of  the  Tem])lars  until 
the  suppression  of  the  Order  in  1309.  At  that  time  the 
Templars,  stricken,  in  Scotland  as  in  every  other  country  of 
('hristendom,  by  a  sudden  and  awful  doom,  disap])ear  from 
Scottish  historv ;  and  their  name,  given  to  the  ])arish  of 
"Temple,''  is  now  the  sole  remaining  link  h-etween  tliat  once 
mighty  Order  and  the  lands  upon  the  South  E>k  of  which  for 
nearly  two  huntlred  years  they  were  lords. 

From  the  Knights  Tem])lars,  Ballintrodo  passed  into  the 
liattds  of  the  IIos])it;dlers,  or  Knights  of  St.  John. 

At  the  lleformation.  Sir  James  Sandilands,  Frece])tor  of 
the  Knights  of  St.  John,  obtained  for  himself  from  Queen  ^^lary 
a  grant  of  the  estates  belonging  to  his  Order,  by  payment  to 
the  Crown  of  the  siun  often  thousand  crowns  of  the  sun. 

A 
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Shortly  after  o])tainino-  this  grant,  Sir  James  SandilaiKls, 
who  was  likewise  created  Lord  Torpliiclien,  broke  uji  tlie  old 
Churcii  baronv  of  IJalliiitrodo,  and  sold  it>  lands  to  a  variety 
of  purchasers,  Georoe  Dundas  of  Daiukis  becoming  possessor  of 
Arniston.  The  contract  of  sale  was  l)etween  Janies,  Lord  of 
Torphichen,  on  the  one  part,  and  George  Dundas  of  that  Ilk, 
Dame  Katherine  Oliphant  his  spouse,  and  James  Dundas  his 
son,  on  tlie  other  part.  It  was  cxeculed  at  Dimdas  on  the 
2-Ith  of  :\Iay  loTl  ;  and  the  price  was  1000  merks  paid  directly 
to  the  vt-ndm-,  and  ^31 00  Scots  |)aid  to  Alicliael  iiortliwick  of 
Glengelt,  who  had  advanced  that  sum  u))on  the  lands. 

George  Dundas,  who  thus  accjuircd  Arniston,  was  the  six- 
teenth laird  of  Dundas.  liy  his  tir^t  marriage,  to  3Iargaret, 
dauglitei-  of  David  lioswell  of  Balmirto,  lie  had  two  sons  :  Walter 
his  lieir,  and  George.  By  his  second  marriage,  to  Katherine, 
daughter  of  the  third  Lord  ()lij)hant,  he  had  two  sons:  James, 
who" succeeded  him  in  the  estate  of  Arniston,  and  Robert,  and 
one  daugliter.  Lli/abeth. 

Previous  to  her  marriage  to  George  Dundas,  Katherine 
Oliphant  had  iieen  married  to  li'cr  cousin,  Alexantler  ()lii)liant 
of  Kellv.  Tradition  at  Dimdas  Castle  charges  lier  witli  having 
damao-ed  tlie  f;\mily  estate  to  obtain  an  inheritance  for  her  son, 
while  at  Arniston  lier  name  has  been  handed  down  as  that  of  a 
prudent  dame,  who  had  provided  for  her  son  from  the  savings 
of  lier  pin-money. 

Among  other  family  relics  tliere  is  still  at  Arniston  a  ])iece 
of  taj^iestrv,  about  seven  feet  long  and  three  feet  wide,  in  which 
the  Olipliant  arms,  with  the  initials  K.  ().,  form  the  centre  of 
the  design,  between  two  oval  medallions,  the  upper  one  of  which 
represents  St.  Paul  pressing  Timothy  to  take  a  glass  of  wine, 
and  is  enciivled  with  the  inscription,  '^'anl  saying  to  Temothe 
tak  a  Ivtl  vyn  to  comfort  stomort  ;*'  and  the  lower  one  a  gentle- 
man b"e>towing  a  loaf  upon  a  beggar,  with  the  inscription, 
"The  Lord  commandes  the  to  break  ye  breade,  and  gyf  yt  ye 
hongrie."  The  border  of  the  de>ign  is  enclosed  within  a  series 
of  Scriptural  (quotations  in  (piaint  letters.  The  piece  is  liantl- 
worked  tajiestry  of  coloured  wools  workeil  into  coarse  linen,  in 
rough  tent  stitches  arranged  to  resemble  tish-bone  and  otiier 
stitclies. 

There  is  also  at  Arni>ton  a  Venice  glass,  said  to  have  been 
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K.itif  Oliphant's  wine-^lass,  to  which  the  tradition  is  attached 
lh.it  it.-  hreakai^-e  woukl  ])e  ioUowed  by  dire  misfortune  in  the 
family. 

'J'lie  only  information  ivspeeting  the  h\nds  of  Arniston  a.s 
Ihev  were  durini>;  the  life  of  George  Dundas  is  to  ])e  found  in 
a  bundle  of  [)aj)ers  in  the  General  Register  House  at  Edinburgh, 
rei-ording  the  progress  of  a  litigation  between  George  Dundas, 
laird  of  Dundas,  and  his  spou.vc,  Dame  Katherine  Oliphant, 
aiul  thiir  son  James,  on  the  one  })art,  and  Nicol  Eljjhinstone 
of  the  Shank,  and,  subsecjuent  to  his  death,  the  tutors  to  his 
.son  John,  on  the  other  part,  a])out  a  disputed  lioundary,  and 
the  extent  to  which  the  owner  of  Shank  was  entitled  to  graze 
his  cattle  on  the  muirland  of  Arniston.  A]i})ended  to  these 
papers  is  a  plan  of  Arniston  and  Shank,  and  a  verbal  description 
of  the  boundaries  as  thev  then  existed. 

The  appearance  of  the  (hsti-ict  at  that  time  cannot  be  fully 
described  from  the  plan,  but  a  general  idea  may  be  formed  of 
its  leading  features. 

The  manor-house  of  Arniston  had  not  then  been  built ;  the 
Shank  wa.s  a  smadl  manor-house,  as' was  also  Castleton,  with  its 
tow  er  and  chapel ;  but  Arniston  would  seem,  from  the  sketch  of 
the  buildings  on  the  map,  tt)  have  been  little  more  than  a  farm- 
house and  offices.  The  river  banks  of  both  the  Esk  and  Gore 
were  covered  with  wood,  as  were  likewise  the  banks  of  the 
Castleton  burn.  No  trees  are  shown  on  the  open  country 
ui)rthwards  from  Arniston  ;  but  as  none  are  show  n  around  the 
yards  and  enclosures  of  the  different  farms,  -where  they  probably 
existeil,  the  absence  of  isolated  trees  niciy  be  due  to  the  hastv 
manner  in  which  the  map  was  drawn,  describing  only  tlie 
boundaries  which  were  likely  to  be  rec[uired  in  tlie  litigation 
with  the  owner  of  Shank.  In  the  same  wa\'  no  roads  (jr  tracks 
are  shown,  with  the  exception  of  that  from  Edinburgli  to 
("arrington,  and  thence  by  ("astleton  towards  the  Moorfoot 
Hills,  although  others  are  known  to  have  then  existed. 

The  litigation  has  an  interest  from  its  bearing  upon  the 
{arming  customs  of  the  day.  So  long  as  the  two  properties 
liad  formed  part  of  the  same  barony,  no  disputes  had  arisen 
ad)out  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of  pasturage  and  other  servi- 
tudes— the  tenants  of  Shank  rendering  their  services  to  their 
«5 anv.i  at  hay-winning  and  harvest,  and  exercising  in  return  the 
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riglit  of  pasturiiio-  their  cattle,  jointly  witli  those  of  the  Arniston 
tenants,  over  tlie  Arniston  lands,  except  in  wood,  meadow,  and 
corn  laiicK  and  enjovinu"  tlie  other  ])rivilci;es  of  cuttino-  fail  and 
di\ot  and  winning  ])eat  witliin  the  Baron's  lancU.  But  the 
|)roperties  having  passed  into  .se})arate  hands,  (h"spul:es  over 
the  exercise  of  such  vague  and  undefined  riglits  at  once  arose. 
The  Shank  tenants  complained  that  their  ancient  rights  were 
curtailed,  wliile  the  Arniston  tenants  \\ere  resolveil  upon  tilling 
tlieir  land  without  molestaticni — a  (piarrel  which,  as  v.ill  ])e 
seen  fm-ther  on,  was  terminated  in  the  next  genei'ation  by  the 
owner  of  Arniston  buving  uj)  the  servitudes  exercised  by  out- 
side tenant.s  over  hi.s  estate. 

Of  the  ])urchasers  among  whom  the  old  Teni])lar  barony  f)f 
Ballintrodo  had  been  divided,  George  Dundas  and  his  wife 
seem  to  ha^e  been  the  wealthiest  and  most  active,  'i'liey  soon 
acquired  other  portions  of  the  old  barony,  and  reunited  them 
to  the  estate  which  they  were  forming  for  their  son.  The 
ancient  name  of  Ballintrodo  also  fell  into  disuse  at  this  time, 
and  that  of  Arniston  took  its  place. 


X^h 
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ClIxVPTER    II. 

SIR  JAMES  DUXDAS,   GOVERXOll  OF  BERWICK. 

Gkokgk  Di  xdas  of  Dundas  was  succeetled  in  the  estate  of 
Arniston  by  liis  son  James,  who  was  Governor  of  Berwick,  aiui 
received  tlie  lionour  of  kiiig'htho(xl  from  James  vi. 

Sir  James  Dundas  was  Ixirn  in  1-370.  He  was  educated  at 
the  University  of  St.  Audreys,  wliere  he  matriculated  as  a 
student  of  St.  Leonard's  College  in  1585,  and  signed  the 
Articles  of  Failli  in  158C. 

He  man-ied,  first,  Kalherine,  daughter  of  Douglas  of 
Torthorwald,  by  whom  he  lunl  two  st)ns,  James  and  George. 
who  predeceased  their  father  -without  lawful  issue,  and  several 
daughters.  In  1019  he  married,  secondly,  Mary  Home,  youngest 
sister  of  Sir  David  Home  of  AVedderburn.  The  lands  of 
Halkerstoun  and  Esperstoun,  Wester  Halkerstoun,  called 
Cassiltoun,  Rvlawknowe,  and  Litill  Johnsschott,  tiiree  chaldt!> 
meal,  two  chalders  here,  and  one  chalder  wheat  from  the 
Maynes  of  Arniston,  and  the  teind-sheaves  of  the  above  laiuU. 
were  assigned  to  the  ladv  as  jointure.  Vler  own  fortune  \'.as 
10,000  merks.  Power  was  reserved  to  the  heir  to  win  limestone 
within  the  jointure  lands. 

In  1617,  Sir  James's  second  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married 
Sir  Patrick  Murmy  of  Langschaw,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Gideon 
Murray  of  Elibank,  Treasurer-Depute  "to  his  maiestie  of  thi- 
realme."  The  young  lady's  jointure  was  iixed  at  39  Ix^lls  oats. 
13  bolls  here,  good  antl  sufficient  stuff  of  the  measiu'e  of  the 
covmtry,  together  with  a  goc^d  and  sufficient  ox,  12  long  car- 
riages and  36  short  carriaoes,^  and  four  ilo/en  kain  fowls,  to  be 


'  An  obligation  often  laid  upon  the  tenants  to  carry  farm  produce,  etc.,  to 
market  (or  elsewhere,  as  the  landlord  miyht  require)  so  many  times  in  the  vcr.r. 
NVhat  constituted  a  "long"  or  a  "  short  carriage"  varied  according  to  circum- 
stances. 
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laid  within  tlie  ])lace  of  Lniii^scluiw ;  also  a  liferent  of  []]v  town 
and  teinds  of  I/inii,scbaw.  Sir  James  o-ave  his  dauo-liter  1^2.000 
iuerks  as  tocher.  The  witnesses  to  tlie  marriage-contraet  wvre 
Sir  Jolni  IMurray  of  I'hillophaucli,  and  A\"ilHani  Scott.  youni;-er 
of  Hanlen. 

Sir  James  Dundas  continued  tlie  purchases  of  land  com- 
menced bv  his  father  ami  mother,  and  bv  the  time  of  his  death 
had  ac(]uirrd  a  consiilcrable  estate,  strctchiiii;-  uninterrujjtedly 
from  ^^'hit^:'house,  in  the  })arisli  of  Xewbattle,  to  the  to])  of  the 
Moorfoot  Hills. 


^t,-^. 
.%>^.,^ 


BORTnU'lCK    CIll'RCH — ARNISTON    lU'RIAL-TLACE. 
[After  the  Fire  in  1780.1 

The  papers  relative  to  the  })urchase  of  a  family  burial-jilace 
in  the  kirk  of  IJortliwick  have  l)een  proerveil  at  Arni>ton. 
Tliev  describe  the  ruinous  state  into  winch  the  ])arisli  church 
had  been  permitted  to  fall,  and  present  a  tlauran.t  instance  of 
the  parsimonious  neo'lect  wliich,  more  than  the  hammer  of  the 
Reformers,  or  the  tires  of  the  Enulish  enemies,  has  .stripped 
Scotland  of  so  nnu-li  that  was  valuable  of  its  ecclesiastical 
architecture. 

In  the  sunnner  of  IfiOO  the  nnnister  and  elders  of  tlie  jiarish 
of  Borthw'ick  complained  to  the  I'resbytery  of  Dalkeitli  of  the 
state  of  the  })arish  church.     The  clioir  and  vestry  wci-e,  they 
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s;iiil,  ii)  a  dilapidated  stale.  Tlie  walls  and  roof  were  ii-ivini;- 
way;  the  wocxl-wovk  was  deeayinsi; ;  and,  unless  some  re)iiedy 
could  be  i'ound,  tlie  buildini;;  would  soon  become  a  ruin. 

The  Presbytery  a})pointed  Coinmissioners,  who  met  at  the 
churcJ!  of  I'.ortliuiek  on  tlie  Ith  of  Jur.e,  and  held  a  conference 
with  the  mini.ster  and  parishioners.  The  result  of  tlieir 
deliberations  was  a  refusal  to  rate  or  ".stent"  themselves  for 
the  repair  of  the  chuich,  and  a  resolution  to  oiler  the  vestry, 
as  a  family  burial-] )lace,  to  any  <;entleman  who  would  ])ay  such 
a  price  as  would  enalde  them  to  i-ej)air  the  choir.  Sir  James 
Dundas  of  .\i-niston  was  "-found  meitest  to  cpdiam  tJiei  sould 
mak  ofl'er  of  the  same."  After  some  hesitation  he  ai-reed  to 
])ay  two  hundred  and  iifty  merks  for  the  vestry,  which  thus 
became  the  family  burial-})lace. 

Tlie  sale  of  the  vestry  of  15orthwick  kirk  to  Sir  James 
Dundas  was  afterwards  ratified  by  .Vet  of  Parliament.-  The 
cluuxh  which  had  been  suffered 
thus  early  after  tlie  Ixeformation 
to  fall  into  so  scandalous  a  state 
of  disrepair  Mas  one  of  the  small 
churches  of  the  Xorma.n  period, 
with  an  oblong  naNe  without 
aisles,  a  chancel,  and  semicircular 
apse."  The  vestry  and  the  south 
cha})el  were  later  additions,  pro- 
bably of  the  same  date  as  the 
adjoining,  castle,  built  by  Sir 
William  liorthwick  about  "l4;30. 
What  little  is  known  of  the  sub- 
sequent history  of  the  church  between  the  sale  of  the  votrv  in 
1C06  and  the  destruction  of  the  buikling  by  fire  in  1780,  can 
only  be  gathered  from  the  apj^earance  of  the  ruins  as  they  latelv 
existed.  They  showed  that  the  arch  between  the  chancel  and 
the  apse  had  been  closed  with  masonry,  the  apse  being  left 
roofless,  and  tha.t  a  gallery  had  been  placed  in  the  chancel,  to 
make  way  for  which  the  ohl  Norman  windows  had  been  built 
u|),  and  a  scjuare-h.eaded  door  with  window  to  match  had  been 
broken  through  the  wall  to  give  access  to  the  gallery  from  an 


GKOUM)  PLAN  OF  RUINS  OK 
r,ORTH\\ICK  CHURCH. 


^  On  231!  Oct.  161 2  :   Act.  I'arl.  .Seta.  vol.  iv.  p.  499. 

-  Ciiaiacteristics  of  Old  Cluirch  Archilecture  ;  Edinburgh,  1S6] 
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oulsitle  stair.  A  iireplace  for  Ileal ini;-  the  cluuxli  formed  'part 
of  the  alterations,  with  the  certain  result,  wliieh  followed  in 
17S0,  of  t!te  ehureh  l)ein>;-  ])uriiecl  down  ;  thus  brin^inp;  to  a 
close  the  two  centuries  of  neulect  and  Ciirelessncss  which  stripped 
Bortliwick  of  its  ancient  parisli  chin-cli ;  and  thoui^h  destruction 
has  overtaken  most  of  our  ancient  Scottish  churches,  it  is  not 
often  that  so  unblushing  an  avowal  of  parocliial  neglect  has 
been  preserved.  Of  late  years  the  remaining  fragments  of  the 
old  churcli  liave  been  built  into  the  walls  of  the  recently  erected 
parish,  cliurcli,  with  the  object  of  their  preservation. 

Sir  James  Dundas  was  a  zeahnis  agriculturist,  at  a  time 
when  tlie  poverty  of  the  countrv  and  its  backward  condition 
raised  obstacles  to  improvement  greater  tlian  c-an  now  be  con- 
ceived, llunrig  and  ienancv  in  connnon,  vexatious  servitudes, 
the  absence  of  roads  and  facilities  for  carriage,  the  miseral)]e 
condition  of  live  stock,  arising  froj)i  the  want  of  winter  t\x^d. 
and  tlie  wietchedness  of  the  acconniiodation  for  botli  man  and 
beast,  were  but  a  few  of  the  difiiculties  with  which  an  iniprovc-r 
in  tlie  sixteenth  century  had  to  contend. 

Sir  James,  as  the  starting-point  in  liis  improvements,  bouglit 
up  the  rights  of  pasturage  and  other  servitudes  exercised  over 
his  estate,  thus  securing  Ids  tenants  against  all  molestation  in 
the  cultivation  of  their  land.  Ujion  the  Arniston  portion  of 
his  estate  lie  was  owner  of  the  tithe  or  teind,  as  well  as  of  the 
laud,  but  upon  some  of  his  other  purchases,  where  the  teind 
belonged  to  tlie  clergv,  he  secured  his  tenants  against  intt-r- 
fereuce  by  obtaining  for  liimself  a  lease  of  tlie  teinils  for  th.e 
long  period  of  "two  li^es  and  nineteen  vt-ars," — a  great  btion 
to  his  tenants,  the  laws  for  tiie  collection  of  teind  ])eing  most 
oppressive,  no  tenant  l>eing  allowed  to  house  liis  grain  bef.)re 
the  settlement  of  the  teind  had  been  made. 

By  tlie  use  of  the  coal  and  lime,  found  abundaiitlv  upon 
his  estate,  lie  brought  into  regular  cultivation  land  hitht-rto 
cropped  onlv  at  long  intervals,  and  reclaimed  muirlands  wliich 
had  till  then  lain  waste.  'J'iie  valuation  of  the  parish  of 
Bortliwick  in  169.6  shows  the  success  attending  Sir  James's 
labours  in  impro\  ing  his  estate.  The  farm  of  Easter  Halker- 
ston,  which  had  formerly  paid  500  merks.  juid  been  brought  by 
liming  to  pay  ()0() :  A\'ester  Ilalkerston.  wliich  of  old  })aid 
40  merks,  now  j)aid  ^00  of  rent,  exclusive  of  tithe,  the  rise  in 
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\;iliie  being"  due  to  its  coal  and  lime.  Esperston  was  ini])rovfd 
1)V  the  reelaniatioii  of  waste  land  from  the  moor.  T]\e  titlies 
of  this  farm,  foi'merly  reckonetl  at  thirteen  bolls  vietu;d,  '"are 
Ivk  to  be  moir  worth  because  they  are  daylie  fattit  by  making 
it  inland." 

On  the  home  farm,  the  ]Mains  of  Arniston,  the  rise  in  rent 
was  considerable.  Before  the  farm  was  taken  into  the  pro- 
prietor's own  hands  ('*l)efoir  it  wes  labourit  in  maynsing'')  it 
had  paid  ten  score  and  ciglit  bolls  of  victual,  four  score  and  ten 
bolls  meal,  forty  bolls  oats,  fiftv  bolls  bere,  and  twenty-eight 
bolls  wlieat,  rent  and  tithe  inchu'ed. 

There  was  no  lime  upon  the  form;  but  it  was  brought  In 
the  })roprietor  from  his  other  f;irms  "with  great  labour  and 
cliairges,  qnhilk  no  fermer  wes  habill  to  underlie."^  After  Sir 
James's  deatli  the  ]\Iains  of  Arniston  was  let  to  tenants,  when 
the  rent  paid  for  crop  1630  was  ninetv-six  bolls  bere,  tA\entv- 
six  bolls  wlieat,  and  one  himch-ed  raid  sixtv-two  bolls  oats; 
realising  at  tlie  current  prices  of  the  vear  -i'^^-Vod,  5s.  Scots. 

These  int])rovements,  jiowever,  were  not  c(msidered  per- 
manent. Lime  was  the  sole  meliorating  agent ;  therefore  "gift' 
the  coin  [coal]  of  Cassiltoun  fail,  the  Ivming  will  be  ditficill,"  and 
the  land  Avould  relapse  into  its  former  state.  This  and  other 
considerations  were  urged  by  Sir  James  Dundas  against  his  lands 
being  valued  for  the  connuutation  of  tcind  at  their  improvt-d 
rent.  His  protest  also  records  tlie  disastrous  results  arising 
from  the  abuse  of  lime,  and  the  little  faith  entertained  at  that 
time  in  the  jx-rmanence  of  agricidtural  improvements.^ 

It  not  unfre([uently  haj)})ened  that  small  farms  were  feued 
with  the  right  still  attached  of  fail  and  divot,  ami  of  pasturing 
upon  tlie  barony  nuiir  and  unenclosed  land  of  tlie  superior  a 
nund)er  of  cattle  jjroportioned  to  tlie  acreage  of  the  feu.  It  is 
easy  to  conceive  the  extent  to  whicli  these  rights  were  ''the 
occasioune  of  dyvers  actionis,  discordis,  and  trublis,"'  betwixt 
the  feuars  and  tenants  of  an  estate,  and  the  impossibility  of 
improvement  during  their  existence. 

Within  the  lands  of  Arniston  there  were  six  feus  or  pen- 
dicles- possessing  the  right  of  exercising  the  above  servitudes: 

^  See  Reports  made  to  H.M.  Commissioners  for  Plantation  of  Kirks,  1627. 
Printed  by  the  Maitland  Club,  1855. 
-  Small  hoKlintrs. 
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the  Shank,  l^irkenside/railors  rendicle,  the  13unie,  the  ]\\vk  of 
Halkerstoii,  and  1  j"ttk{|()hns>cliott,  or  ('a>tletoii.  I'ortini.itt'lv 
they  all  beloiigeil  to  the  same  projtrietor,  and  Sir  James 
Dundas,  bv  i2;iving-  liim  ei^'liiN-one  acres  adjoining"  tlie  S]i.-,nk, 
liis  lai-i:est  tea,  obtainetl  in  return  a  i-enimeiatic^n  of  the  servi- 
tudes over  the  estate,  and  the  absolute  possession  of  the  father 
five  feus.  'J'he  contract  of  excainl)ion  is  dated  at  Dundas, 
1598,  and  is  "betMix  Sir  James  Dundas  of  Arnistoun.  Ivnvt., 
with  consent  of  Dame  Katherine  Douulas  liis  spous,  and  of 
George  Dundas  of  that  Ilk  Ids  father,  and  Dame  Ka.th.erine 
Oliphant  his  spous,  on  the  one  part,  and  Jolm  El})hin>tone 
of  Scliank  on  the  otlier.'' 

Tlie  value  of  sucli  ser\itudes  to  the  tenants  of  small  lioldlino's 
is  sliown  by  tlie  fall  in  the  rint  of  the  Sli.uik  from  five  ch.alviers 
to  four,  on  the  loss  of  tlie  supply  of  limestone  irom  Ami-ton, 
it  havino  no  limrslone  nor  *' ct)nnn()(.litie  of  moss"'  of  its  own. 

Sir  James  Dundas  farmed  lari!,elv  liiiiiself.  He  had  in  his 
own  occupation  the  ^Nlains  and  " 'J'own "'  of  Arniston,  the  farms 
of  Xewbyres  ?ilains,  and  Whitehou-^e,  and  the  liill  fa"n.>  of 
Ilowburn,  Esjierston  Hill,  and  IMakehope,  the  latter  i>c'ing 
rented  from  the  Earl  of  Lothian.  The  list  of  the  stock  at 
Arniston  in  1628,  given  in  the  note,  mav  ])e  interestin_:  as 
showing  the  character  ami  value  of  a  ^Midlothian  lairdV  home 
farm  at  that  time.^ 


£  Scots.   J.     rf.   I  jC  Scots,    s.     ii. 

^  3S    drawing    oxen,    at  36  ewes,  at  Ilowburn,  at 

£-A<         •         •         .  912     o    o  ;  40s.,         .         .         .       72     o    o 

12 horses,  at /"26,  13'^.  4' 1.,  320     o     O;  2  drauL;ht  ewes,  at  30s.,          ^     c     o 

7  cows,  with  their  calves,  '  l20giminersanJ  dinn-ionts, 

at  /"iS,       .         .         .  112     o     o  ;  at  4SS.,     .         .          .      2SS     o     o 

2   COWS,    without   calves,  '  46  hogs,  at  30s.,     .          .        ('-o     o     o 

at;^I3,  65.  Sd.,             .  26   13     4  42  yeld  sheep,  at   Esper- 

6    yeld     cows,    at    ^13,  1  ston,  at  50s.,     .          .      10;     o     o 

6s.  S.l,       .         .         .  So    o    o  i 

5    young   noU,    one    and  -^t  Arniston— 

two  year  oM,  at  ^'8,    .  40     O     O  |  iS}  ihrcaves  wheat,   con- 

16     "  cassin  "     oxen,     at  !  taining     68    bolls     3     '  "* 

^^13,  6s.  Sd.,     .         .  213     6     8  '  peckv;  price,  with  the 

87   ewes,   at  40s.,   at  Ar-  \  fodder,  ^8  per  boll,        545   10     o 

ni.-^toii,         .         .         .  174     o     o  3   bolls    rye,    with    the 

12  draught  ewes,  at  30s. ,  iS     O     o  i  fodder,  at  ^6,   .          .        iS     o     o 

4  tups,  at  50-.,        .          .  10     o     o  '  S52    threaves    oats,    con- 

I  dinmont,      .          .          .  200!  taining    305     bolls     I 


,63S.]  SKRV ANTS'  WACJKS.  U    ,. 

About  a  dozen  servants  seem  to  liave  been  eiriployed  in  the  ^^ 

homo    farm    of   Arniston.       Their    wa^es    were    caleulated     in  ,, 

\irlual.     The  lai-gest  amount  ])aid  to  any  one  man  ^\as  sixteen  |,^ 

bolls  of  oats,  which,  at  J?o  Seots  ])er  boll,  came   to  X'SO  Scots,  ,, 
or  £6,  liis.    id.  sterliui;-,  for  the  year's  work.      Some  received 
iMO  Scots,  or  X'3,  6s.   8tl.   sterlino-.      "Jjunes  Jackson,  smith 

anil  servant,"  only  o;ot  =f?2.5  Scots;  and  the  henl  of  J'sperston  t 
was  paid  the  small  sum  of  -P6,  5s.  Scots. 

Among-  the  debts  enumerated  as  owing  by  Sir  James  ])undas.  "•* 

at  his  death  ai-e  the  wages  to  his  domestic  servants  as  follows  : —  ''' 

Mr.  James  Owsteane/  servand,  for  his  yeiris  fie,      .         .         loo  merks. 

To  John  Lorimcr,  servand, loo      „ 

To  James  Nisbett,  servand,        ......  8o      ,,  '' 

To  Mathow  Boig,  servand,         ......  40      „ 

To  Thomas  Crombie,  servand,  .         .         .         .    £  Scots  20 

To  Robert  Browne,  servand,      .....  ,,20 

To  Isobel  Lowthiane,  servand,  .....  ?,       3^ 

To  Katharene  Haig,  servand,     .....  ,,         8 

To  Katharene  Hadden,  servand,        ....  „         8 

To  Janet  Drummond,  servand,  ....  ,>  5 

To  George  ,  coupar,  ....  „         8 

To  Alexander  Galloway,  servand,      ....  „         5 

To  John  Hepburn,  servand,-      ......         100  merks. 

To  James  Bruce,  cuik.        ......    ^  Scots  24  >> 

To  WilHani  Lowthiane,      ......  „         8 


£  Scot?.  J.    d.                                                        £  Scots.   J     if. 

firlot ;  price,  with  the  69  tlireaves  wheat,   con- 

fodder,  ;/"5  per  boll,      1526  5     o              taining  20  bolls  ;  with 

357     threaves     peas    and  thefodder,^S  perlioU,    160     o     o 

beans,  containing  40^  55S  threaves  oats,  contain- 

bolls  X  peck,  with  the  ing  171  bolls  ;  worth, 

fodder,  at  ^6  per  boll,     243  7     6  ^           with   the  fodder,    _^5 

499  threaves    be-e,     con-  ,           per  boll,    .         .          .     S55     o     o 

taining    199    bolls    I  '       3  threaves  i  stook  rye, 

fillet  ;  price  per  boll,  containing  I  boll  3  f. 

with  the  fodi'er,  £6,  2  pks.,  at  ^6  per  holi, 

13s.  4d.,   .         .          .    102S  6     S              with  the  fodder,         .        11     5     o 

At  Newbyres  and  White  '  100  threaves  peas,  contain- 

honsc—  1           i"g  3  bolls  3  f-  ^^  £5 

329  tlireaves  beir,  contain-  i           per  boll,    .         .         .        iS  15     o 

ing  65  bolb  ;  with  the  The  pea-straw  of  the  said 

fodder,    /6,    13s.  4.!.  5    score    threaves    is 

per  boll,    .          .         .     433  6     8              estimated  at       .         .       60     o     o 

Trom   this  list   it  appears  that  the  value  of  the  .stock  was  ^7344,    15s.    lod. 

Ill  Sc-jts,  or  £612,  IS.  in  sterling  money. 

•  TatLir  to  the  children.  -  Steward  and  farm-overseer. 
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Sir  James  Dmulas  tlied  in  1628.  His  will,  executed  at 
Aniiston  on  the  '2<Stli  of  xXpiil  16'2T,  commences  with  thost- 
quaint  ex})i-essi<)ns  of  reliu,ious  devotion  whicli  are  often  found 
in  tlie  testamentary  \vritin<j,-s  of  Scotsmen  in  tlie  sixteenth  or 
seventeentli  centuiies.     The  o]X'ning  sentences  are  as  follows:— 

J,  Sir  James  Uandas  of  Aniistoun,  knyclit,  considderino-  with 
myself  the  many  pL-rrellis  and  dainoeris  quliainmto  nmnes  lyf  is 
subject,  and  that  lliair  is  nolliino-  more  certane  tlian  death,  and 
nothing  more  oncertane  than  tlie  tyme  and  hour  thairof,  and 
thairfore  I,  beiiii;-  now  of  perfyt  hclth  and  judoemcnt,  have 
resolvit  for  ease  of  mynd,  wt-ill  of  my  childrene,  and  sattlino-  of 
my  warldhe  aflairis,  to  sett  doun  my  testament  and  latter  will  in 
manner  following;  revoking  by  thir  presentis  all  utheris  testa- 
mentis  maid  be  me  at  any  tyme  befoir  the  dait  of  thir  presentis. 
In  the  first  I  counuit  my  sauU  to  God  quho  gave  me  the  same, 
and  I  belive  assuredlie  to  be  savit  of  his  trie  mercie  by  faith  throw 
the  pretious  blude  of  his  deir  Sone  Jesus  Chryst,  my  onlie  Lord 
and  Saviour  ;  and  1  ordane  my  bodie  to  be  bureit  in  my  l-urcaU 
place  at  Borthuik  kirk,  thair  to  rest  qidiill  the  day  of  the  general! 
resurrectioun,  at  (juhat  tyme  I  hoip  assui-edlie  baith  my  saull  and 
bodie  sal  be  joynit  agane  to  injoy  and  be  partaker  of  that  eternall 
glorie  purchesit  throw  Jesus  Chryst,  his  onlie  death  and  passioun.^ 

In  the  Book  of  H(xisehold  Accounts  in  the  charter-room  at 
Arniston,  the  expenses  incurred  at  the  funeral  of  Sir  James 
Dundas  are  given  in  full  detail.  The  accounts  of  the  cloth  and 
silk  merchants  for  materials  for  the  family  niourninus,  and 
of  the  tailor  bv  wjiom  they  were  made  uj),  are  minutely  ren- 
dered, each  small  chai-ge,  sucli  as  for  thread,  pins,  buttons,  etc., 
beino-  made  se))aratelv.  The  dresses  both  of  the  oentlemen 
and  ladies,  and  of  the  men  and  women  servants,  \vere  made 
by  the  tailor,  who  undertook  every  article  of  clothing,  from  the 
Laird's  doublet  and  "breikis"  to  Margaret's  gown  and 
stomacher. 

The  a})othecary's  account  for  medicines  supplied  to  Sir 
James  during  his  illness  contains  some  curious  items,  such  as — 
Two  ounces  oil  of  scor])ions,  and  7  grains  of  Oriental  bezoar. 
a  costly  drug,  of  which  the  price  was  .X'2,  Gs.  Sd.  Scots. 

'  Yor    a    iiuiil.ir    ilocnuieiu    see    Tytk-r's    Life    of   ihe    Admirable    Crichton, 
Appendix,  p.  276. 
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'i'lie  funeral,  after  the  fashion  of  tlie  (lav,  was;  an  elaborate 
afiUir.  Messengers  were  sent  witli  invitatioiis  to  be  ])resent  to 
frienils  in  Fife,  to  Dung-lass,  Ti-a([uair,  Dunda.s.  and  Jiancreiff. 

The  body  was  embalmed,  as  apjiears  from  the  following 
items  in  the  aecounts  : — 

For  odoriferous  powders   after  the  best  manner,   for  the 

whole  trunk  of  the  body,  etc.,        .         .         .         ./[  Scots   13     6     8 

For  one  ounce  "  centure  candell,"  burnt  the  time  of  the 

evisceration.    .........  140 

Item,  two  jars  i^^piggis")  to  put  the  bowels  in,    .         .         .  0)20 

To  Dr.  Arnot  at  time  of  the  bowelling,          ....  40  merks. 

To  David  Pringle,  chirurgeon,  for  doing  same,    ...  20  merks. 

To  John  Hamilton,  apothecary,  for  his  trouble,            .         .  30  merks. 

The  funeral  procession  v.as  headed  bv  trumpeters,  heralds, 
pursuivants,  and  pages,  carrving  banners  emiilazoned  with  the 
family  arms.  The  pail  or  dool-eloth  was  carried  on  a  horse, 
and  a  horse-litter  was  provided  for  the  widow  and  her  daughters, 
tlie  former  wearing  a  veil,  wliile  the  young  ladies  carried  black 
fans.  The  bell  of  Bortlnvick  kirk  was  tolled,  and  that  there 
was  a  funeral  service  in  th.e  cluux-h^is  shown  bv  the  school- 
master ha^■ing  kd  the  singing. 

The  steward's  accotuits  for  the  dinner  which  followed  were 
on  a  similar  scale  ;  and,  while  the  guests  were  feasted  in  memorv 
of  the  deceasfd,  tl>e  ])oor  were  not  forgotten,  a  distribution 
of  money  having  been  made  among  them  on  the  day  of  the 
fiuieral. 


^'^^>refX>^^^//a 
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CliAPTKU    III. 

'I'FIi:  FIRST  LOUD  AllXlSl'OX.^ 

Thi:  next  lainl  of  Aniistoii  vas  .James,  eldest  son  of  Sir 
James  Diuulas,  the  Governor  of  lierwiek,  and  Marie,  daii<>;liter 
of  George  Home  of  ^^'edderl)urn. 

At  iiis  father's  death,  in  16^28,  youiio-  James  Dimdas  was 
only  eiglit  years  of  age.  His  guardians  were  Duiidas  of 
Dundas,  Home  of  Blackaddar,  and  Sir  Patrick  ^Murray  of 
Elibank  ;  but  the  estate  of  .Vrniston  seems  to  have  been 
managed  during  his  minoritv  entirely  bv  his  motlier. 

Dame  IMarie  was  evidently  .a  prudent  housewife  and  a 
loving  mother,  who  attendetl  carefully  to  her  son's  interests. 
Some  of  the  entries  in  her  aceourit-books  may  ])e  mentioned,  as 
giving  an  idea  of  the  early  life  and  suirouiulings  of  a  bov  in  his 
position  during  the  opening  years  of  the  seventeenth  centurv. 
He  was  in^tructei.1  by  a  tutor,  who  liAed  at  Arniston  and  ix-eeivetl 
a  salary  of  one  hundretl  merks  a  year.  A  ])ony  was  ke})t  for 
him,  and  a  mai\  to  look  after  it.  In  the  accounts  for  the  vear 
1G;3;3,  there  is  a  long  list  of  clothes  and  other  articles  :  u})plied 
to  him,  beginning  with  a  saddle,  X'4,  10s.  Scots  ;  a  })air  of 
stirru})s,  12s.;  stirrup-leathers,  13s.  4d.;  a  bit,  6s.  8d.;  a  pair  of 
girths,  10s.;  and  a  pair  of  spurs,  12s.  Among  the  clotiies  men- 
tion is  made  of  a  red  satin  doublet,  lined  with  Spanish  taffitie; 
while,  for  winter  wear,  he  had  a  suit  of  lOnglish  cloth. 

In  the  year  163-5  we  tind  him  fitted  out  with  a  red  gown, 
with  ribbons,  buttons,  and  trimmings  to  match,  and  sent  to  St. 
Leonard's  College,  in  the  I'^niversity  of  St.  Andrews,  wliere  he 
is  designated  in  the  books  ;i.s  ••  Jacobus  Dundas  ab  Arnist'.nme.*' 
In  the  following  year  his  mother  enters  in  iier  l)ooks  the 
purchase  of  a  (ireek  Grannnar,  Mercator's  Geography  (with  her 

'  Senator  of  the  College  of  Justice,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Arni.^ton. 
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Mill's  name  printed  on  tliem  in  o-old  letleis),  and  ''ane  case 
with  a  f!,las.s  and  combes  to  James/' 

In  tiie  meantime  tlie  estate  was  managed  with  })rLidence  and 
{liritt  by  Dame  ]\farie.  'J'he  crop  on  tlie  ^Mains  of  Arniston 
had  been  sowed  and  reaped,  for  the  year  1G.'29,  by  the  young 
laird's  guardians,  after  whicli  the  farm  was  let  to  tenants.  As 
was  usual  at  that  time,  the  farm  uas  taken  by  several  tenants 
in  connnon.  In  tliis  instance  tliey  were  four  in  nundjer.  The 
rent  was  the  third  sheaf,  or  one-third  of  the  produce,  and  tlie 
teind,  both  paya1)le  to  tlie  landlord  in  kiml.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, instead  of  taking  his  rent  in  kiml,  the  landlord  sold  ]n< 
third  slieaf  and  the  teind  to  the  tenants  on  th.e  ground,  takinu 
the  price  realised  as  his  rent.  The  straw  of  croj)  l(j'29,  on  [hv 
Mains  of  Arniston,  \\ as  given  by  the  landlonl  to  the  tenants, 
wiio  tilled  tlie  land  for  the  croj)  of  IG-iO,  and  became  bound  to 
leave  the  same  on  their  quitting  the  farm. 

In  1C31,  half  of  the  third  sheaf  forming  the  rent  of  tl^e 
Plains  of  Arniston  was  sold  to  two  of  the  tenants,  on  the 
ground  ;  while  the  other  half  of  the  rent  and  the  whole  of  the 
teind  was  taken  in  kind.  The  prices  obtaineil  f(n-  the  })roduce 
of  the  crop  of  1631  were  as  folhiws  : — 

Barley,  .  .  ^5  10  o  Scots  per  boll. 

\Vhc\-it,  .  .  ;^9  o  o         ,,         „                     s      T> 

Peas,  .  .  /:4  o  o        „         „         ccr  t :  >•  :- 

Oats,  .  .  ;^4  o  o         .,         „ 

In  lfi33  the  ci-op  of  ])eas,  both  for  third  sheaf  and  teind. 
could  not  be  collected,  being  ''frost  slane  and  all  spilt." 

It  appears  from  the  factors*  books  that,  for  many  years 
after  this,  the  rent  continued  to  be  the  third  sheaf,  or  one- 
third  of  the  produce  taken  in  kind.  The  landlord's  sheaves 
were  sometimes  stacked  in  the  tenant's  yard,  to  be  carted 
liome  at  a  convenient  time.  The  teind  still  continued  to  be 
taken  by  the  landlord  separately  from  the  third  sheaf  or  rent. 
The  factor's  book  for  1649  contains  an  account  of  varic^its 
*'  third  "  or  rent  stacks,  thrashed  during  the  autumn  of  that 
year.  A  factor's  post  was,  in  tlio>e  davs.  one  of  toilsome  work. 
During  harvest,  every  field  had  to  be  vi-.ited,  and  its  cro]> 
meiLsured  for  the  settlement  of  '"third"  and  "teind;"  and 
after  the  harvest  \\a,>  o\er,  and  all  disj)tdes  settled,  there  still 
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remained  tlie  transport  of  tlie  protluee  to  the  lamllortrs  yr.nl 
and  barns. 

Tlie  v\nii>ton  faniily,  as  strong  Preslnterians,  took  a  great 
inteiest  in  Church  afl'ajrs ;  and,  during  her  son's  niinoritv, 
Dame  ]Marie  frequently  ap])eared  before  tlie  Preslnterv  of 
Dalkeith,  either  personally  or  by  a  representati\e,  to  )iiaintain 
liis  rights  as  a  heritor  in  the  jiarish  of  'J\'mj)le.  For  instance, 
a  visitation  of  the  parish  took  place  on  the  2^(1  of  October 
16-35,  ''when  wer  present  of  the  heretours  the  Lady  Amistoune 
for  herselfe  and  her  sonne.''  It  was  stated  that  ''the  Lady 
Arnistoun  desyrit  that  sho  nn'ght  ha^e  a  seat  in  tlie  east  end 
of  the  kirk  befoir  the  seat  under  the  loft,^  and  referred  the 
quantitie  and  space  thei'of  to  the  inim'ster  and  brethren  then 
present,  who  liesigned  the  same  place  to  her  for  a  seat,  ])ro- 
vyding  it  hinder  not  the  entrie  to  tlie  back  seats  oiuler  the 
loft,  nor  thair  sight  of  the  minister."' - 

But  the  Presbyteries  were  soon  to  be  occupied  with  matters 
more  serious  than  the  settlement  of  dis})utes  as  to  the  \)e\\a  of 
lieritorsin  country  churches.  The  mistaken  pobcv  of  Charles  i., 
in  attenq)ting  to  establish  the  Episcopal  form  of  church- 
government  in  Scotland,  was  not  long  in  producing  its  inevi- 
table results.  The  whole  country  united  in  resisting  him.  Tlie 
first  copies  of  the  National  Covenant  were  signed  in  the  sj)ring 
of  1638  ;  and  before  the  close  of  the  following  year  the  ])ower 
of  the  Co\enanters  had  been  consolidateil. 

The  Nationid  Co\enanL  is  written  in  full  at  the  beginning 
of  the  third  volume  of  the  recorils  of  the  Presbvterv  of 
Dalkeith  ;  and  after  the  signatures  of  the  ministers  come 
those  of  the  heritors.  Lords  Lothian,  Dalhousie,  and  Koss 
sign  first,  and  then  follows  the  name  of  "James  Dundas  of 
Amistoune."'  The  date  of  his  signature  is  12th  December 
1639. 

In  July  1640,  the  young  laird  of  Arniston  was  made  an 
"  elder"  of  the  Church  in  the  following  circumstances.  On  the 
occasion  of  a  Presbyterial  "  visitation  "'  of  the  parish  of  Temjile, 
the  minister,  tlie  Ileverend  llobert  Couj)er,  stated  that  he 
earnestly  desired  the  help  of  the  civil  magistrate  '"in  m.itters 
of  Kirk  disci])line."'     The  lairds  of  Arniston  and  Temple  nomi- 

'  Gallery.  -  Records  uf  the  Pre.iljyteiy  of  Dalkeith. 
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iialL'tl  tlieir  bailies  to  assist  tlie  ininisteT  on  tlieir  behalf.  It 
tJK'ii  oecurred  to  tliose  present  that  Dunch'.s,  along  witli  the 
liird  of  Tenij)]e  ;uul  'J1u)nias  ^leg-n-it,  laird  of  Coekpen,  should 
he  made  elders,  in  order  tluit  tliey  might  liave  the  right  of 
>itting  in  the  Ivirk-Se>sio!i  with  the  nn'ni^ter.  Thev  were, 
aeeordingly,  then  and  there  appointed  elders,  and  "•gave  tlicir 
(Mtli  to  be  faithfid."  After  this  -'the  laird  of  Arni^ton  ^^  is 
frccjuently  named  as  present  at  the  meetings  of  Presln  ttrv. 

In  tlie  follo\\ing  year  l)und;is  was  marriet!  to  Mi-^tress  Clarion 
l)()Nd,  daughter  of  llobert,  Lonl  lioyd.  The  eontraet  was 
>igned  at  Kdinliurgh  on  tlie  iJ^^li  of  Xoveniber  1()41.  On  the 
part  of  the  gentleman,  the  eonsentin.g  parties  were  Sir  David 
Home  of  A\'edderburn ;  George  Dundas  of  that  Ilk;  John 
Home  of  lilacader ;  James  Dowglas  of  Stanvpeth  ;  and  Da.me 
Mary  Home,  Lady  Arniston,  his  eurators.  On  the  jiart  of  the 
lady,  Dame  Christian  Hamilton,  Ladv  liovd,  her  mother  ;  dohn, 
Lord  Lyndsay  ;  Sir  Patriek  Hamiltoun  of  rrestt)i!n  ;  Sir  John 
Sinelair  of  Stevinsone  ;  ]\Ir.  John  Sinelaii-,  Ids  son;  and  Alex- 
antler  INloresone  of  Pre-;tongrange,  her  euratoi-s.  As  jointure 
there  was  settled  upon  the  l)ritle  tlie  hmds  of  Newbvres, 
I'.sjjerston,  and  an  aiinualrent  of  500  merks  fn)m  the  lands  of 
Halkerston.  On  tlie  narrative  that  the  lands  of  Arni>ton  were 
entailed  upon  heirs-male,  it  was  ])ro\ided  that  if  there  sliould 
only  be  daughters  of  the  said  marriage,  tlie  heir-male  sueeeed- 
ing  to  the  lands  should  ])ay  to  the  said  daughters  the  sums  of 
money  following :  if  but  one  dau.gliter,  20,000  merks  ;  if  two, 
to  the  elder  L5,000  merks,  and  to  the  younger  10.000  merks  ; 
and  if  there  were  more  tlian  two,  to  Ihe  eUle>t  L.2.()(M)  merks, 
and  to  the  rest  l.S,000  merks  equally  among  them,  on  their 
attaining  tlie  age  of  fifteen  years  eomplete  ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time he  was  bound  to  entertain,  educate,  and  upbring  the  said 
ilaughters  virtuouslv  and  honoin^ablv,  according  to  their  estates, 
until  they  should  attain  the  s;ud  age.  U'he  bride's  marriage 
portion  was  17,000  merks. 

This  marriage  toc^k  ])laee  while  Charles  i.  was  in  Scotland, 
on  tliat  visit  during  which  lie  nuule  such  iminen>e  conce»ion> 
to  the  demands  of  the  Co\enaiiters  in  regard  to  variou>  points 
in  the  constitution  of  the  Seotti^h  Ciovernment.  Tlic  Parlia- 
ment, which  was  ^itting  in  I'dinburgh  in  Xoxemlier  1()4], 
encroached    on    the     roval     prerogative    in    a    way    v.hich    no 
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nionaivli,  least  of  all  a  iiioiiarcli  of  the  Stuart  line,  would 
have  tolerated,  had  it  not  been  evitlent  that  resistanee  to 
the  popular  demands  was  inijxj.ssil)!..-.  One  of  the  most  un- 
pleasant tasks  wliieli  was  foreed  upon  the  Kin<4-  was  to  confer 
honours  and  offices  on  prominent  su])porters  of  tlie  Covenant. 
The  Earl  of  Ar<i-yll  received  a  maniuisate ;  Johnstoii  of 
Warriston  was  kni-^h.tetl ;  Hope  of  Ker.se  was  appointed 
Justice-General ;  and  ]>almerino  became  a  Lord  of  Session.  The 
newlv  married  lainl  oi'  Arnision  sharetl  in  the  i:^ood  thin_^^s 
wjiich  were  goini;-,  as,  four  days  after  liis  marriage,  the  honour 
of  knightiiood  was  conferred  u.pon  him. 

For  some  years  after  this  Sir  James  Dundas  a])pears  to 
have  lived  quietly  at  Arniston,  eni;aued  in  the  management  of 
his  estate,  and  dee})ly  inteivsted  in  ])arochial  bu-~iness.  In 
16A6  we  find  him  taking-  a  very  active  ])art  in  a  case  of  church 
"discijiline.'" 

The  Reverend  liobert  Couper,  parish  minister  of  Tenjple, 
was  examined  befo)-e  the  P!-es])ytery  of  Dalkeith  on  a  charo-e 
of  tipplino-  and  suearing-.  Ansong  other  witnesses — "The 
Lard  of  Arnolstoun,  being- intpiyret  ([uhat  he  knew  anent  INIr. 
Kobert  Cou})er,  his  miscarriage,  re])orted  he  hard  of  all  the 
particulars  tpiherof  he  wes  accuset  be  the  Synode,  and  more- 
over that  on  day  going  in  to  A\'illiam  Knox's  to  ask  for  I\Ir. 
Robert  to  speik  with  him,  they  first  denying  him,  att  lenth  lie 
fund  him  drinking  with  :\Iaster  Pont  and  William  Knox, 
w-honi,  after  he  hatl  called  furth  to  speik  with,  he  fund  him 
so  distemperet  that  he  was  forcet  to  leive  him,  for  verifeing 
quiierof  he  desyret  to  cause  sunnnond  A\'illiam  Knox,  buik- 
seller,  and  Thomas  Ker,  his  owjie  ser\a.nt."' 

xVfter  .several  de))ositions  Ijy  other  witnes.ses  regarding-  his 
playing-  at  cards  with  the  laird  of  Tem])le,  and  uttering  '•  j)rofane 
small  oaths,"  'Mv.  Couper,  "being  poset^  if  he  wes  drinking 
in  Simeon  Wilson's  house  excessively,  answered  that  cominoe 
from  the  Xewbyres,-  quher  he  had  been  visiting  the  old  Ladv 
Arnolston,  he  met  with  the  lanl  of  Temple,"  who  asked  him  to 
go  in  and  "  tak  an  d.rink." 

As  the  process  again.-.t  ]\Ir.  Cou])er  went  on,  he  objected  to 

1  Asked. 

-The  Tower   of    Xt.-wl)yi-es   was    this    time   used    as    the    jointure    hou^c  of 
Arniiton. 
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•■Sir  Jjunes  Duiulus  sitting  as  one  of  the  jiiilges  in  the  case— 
Isl,  ill  regard  lie  wes  clieiff  accuser  befor  the  Syiiode  and 
]*re>I)vtcrv ;  i2i',,  lie  had  iievei'  adinonishet  him  in  pri\ate  of 
(Ik'sc  faults  ;  od,  that  he  had  aluayes  bein  his  secreit  eniinie  ; 
nil,  that  he  had  ileterrit  be  violence  his  sti])end  from  this  long 
tynie;  5th,  that  he  liad  at  his  owne  table  in  Arnolston 
(h-miken  to  one  of  ]\lr.  Ivobei't  his  parochiners  in  thir  termes, 
"This  to  the  ilrunken  minister  and  elders  of  Temple." "" 

The    record    of    Presbyterv    goes   on — ''Mr.    Robert    being 
rt'inovet,  the  lard  of  Arnolston  declaret  vnto  the  brethei-Jn  tluit 
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for  the  matter  of  his  stepend  he  had  otferet  such  satisfaction 
as  wes  thought  sutlicient  be  diverse  of  the  bretherin.  as  also 
that  he  had  regrated  to  ^indrie  of  the  bretherin  IMr.  Robert 
liis  miscarriage,  and  in  particular  t(j  IMr.  I'atrik  Sibbalil  quhen 
he  wes  at  Xe\vea>lle,  (juhilk  ^Ir.  Patrik  (h-claret  to  be  so. 

"The  lanl  of.\rnol>ton  removet  u  illinglv  de>vret  that  he 
might  know  the  niynd  of  the  brethern  wiiither  thev  thought  it 
expedient  that  he  shouhl  sit  as  judge  or  no  in  ]Mr.  Robert 
Couper's  business.  The  most  ])art  of  the  brethern  vovcet  this 
\va\-,  that  thev  wish  he  wouUl  be  jileaset  not  to  sit  as  judge 
m   that   business.      Quherwith   he    not   being  well    pleaset,  and 
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desyring  if  lie  were  reniovet  the  (.-xlract  of  the  act  of  liis 
removal,  with  the  reasons  of  it,  the  l)rt'tlH'ni  sent  furth  ^\v. 
()li\er  Colt  ami  Mr.  Kobei-t  Lichtouii^  to  deill  with  him,  and 
to  recjueist  that  lie  woulil  not  sit  as  an  jn(]<;e  in  that  bu>inc->. 
Quhilk  quhcn  he  refii^et,  thev  desyret  (he  bein^ii;  callet  in)  tliat 
he  w-oiiUl  give  his  oath  that  in  his  cariage  in  this  jxirtieular 
he  wes  frie  of  maliee  and  s])len,  and  had  nothing-  befor  his  eyes 
hot  the  glory  of  (xod. 

"After  the  tjnhilk  oath  given  he  sat  as  judge,  hot  u})on 
this  condition,  that  quhen  his  servants  and  teiKnits.  who  ar 
witness  against  Mr.  liobert.  shall  de})on  he  should  remo\e 
himself,  quhervnto  he  aggriet." 

In  the  course  of  the  dejjositions  the  laird  of  Temple  stated 
that  he  and  ]Mr.  Robert  Couper,  while  playing  at  cards,  (h-ank 
"four  nuitchkins  of  wiiie  sack  at  the  most,"  but  that  "Mr. 
Robert  drank  not  immodei-atly."' 

Aftei-  a  lengthy  trial  the  charge  of  actual  drunkenness  was 
found  not  ])ro\en  ;  but  as  the  a.ccused  had  been  guilty  of 
niisdemeanoui-s  he  was  judged  wortliy  of  censure,  which  he  was 
to  receive  u})on  his  knees.  Jiut,  on  being  called  in  for  this 
purpose,  he  became  so  outrageous,  and  so  insultetl  the  Court, 
that  they  sunnnarily  suspended  him  from  his  ministerial 
functions. 

In  October  following,  INfr.  Couper  gave  in  a  supplication 
confessing  and  regretting  his  "•  miscarriage,"  wlien,  after  due 
consideration,  and  testimony  from  several  of  the  brethren, 
"and  especiallv  the  lard  of  Arnolston."  that  he  had  beha\eti 
Christianlv  since  his  suspension,  soiue  difference  of  opinion 
arose  as  to  whether  they  could  relax  him  from  the  sentence  of 
suspension  without  waiting  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Synod. 
The  Presbvterv,  with  the  excei)tion  of  Mr.  Robert  I.iclitoun 
and  Sir  James  Dundas  of  ''  Arnolston,"  voted  for  immediate 
relaxation,  the  two  gentlemen  nameil  dissenting. 

In  the  meantime  great  events  had  taken  })lace.  Tiie  Solenm 
League  antl  Covenant,  formed  for  the  jireservation  of  tlie 
reformed  religion  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  the  reforma- 
tion of  religion  in  the  Churches  of  Kngland  and  Lvlaiak  hail 
been  adopted  ;  and   in  support  of  this  com])act,  in  addition  to 

'   Robert  Leighton,  afterwards  Archbishop  of  (llasgDw. 
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the  National  Covenaiit  of  1G'3S,  the  pco})lt'  of  Scothuul  u\;v. 
on  tlie  wliolc,  united.  IJut  tlie  "  Enn-aoonient  "  for  the  i\iict" 
n!'  ('ha)-k^  })roihice(I  iininediate  (h'scort!.  Some  rre->l)yte)!.::-. 
led  1)V  tlie  Duke  of  Haiiiilton  anil  the  I'.a.rl  of  J  .uulerci..:.. 
supported  it;  but  the  majority,  led  l)y  Ari^yll  and  Johnston 
of  W'arriston,  repirded  the  concessions  of  the  King  as  wholly 
iiuuletjnate,  antl  bitterly  opjiosed  the  idea  of  making  tenn^ 
with  liim,  unless  he  submitted  entirely  on  all  ({uestions  of 
religion  .'ind  ch.urch-governnient.  Sir  -iame>  Duntkis  w^.s 
retm-necl  to  Tarliament  as  one  of  tlie  meml)ers  for  Midloth.i-.n 
in  1C4S.  lUit,  though  taking  this  ])rominent  ])osition  in 
j)iil)lic  life,  he  hail  apparently  not  signed  the  Solenni  Leauue 
and  Covenant  ;  anil  it  was  not  until  KJoO  that  he  did  so.  In 
that  year  the  Presbytery  of  Dalkeith  (piestioned  him  on  the 
subject,  when  he  stated  that  he  had  certain  scruples,  "  whereof 
lie  desired  to  be  resolved."  In  the  end  he  not  only  subscribed 
to  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  but  also  declared  that 
he  regariied  tlie  Kng.igement  as  having  been  unlawful.  This 
position,  among  the  straitest  sect  of  the  Tresbyterians.  lie 
afterwards,  as  will  be  seen,  maintained  in  sjiite  of  tiie  greate-^t 
tem])tations. 

On  the  overthrow  of  the  lloyalist  cause,  and  the  triumph 
of  Cromwell,  the  Government  of  Scotland  was  completely 
changed.  Tlie  Executive  in  Scotland  consisted  of  eiglit  Cinii- 
niissioners,  who  sat  in  Council  at  Dalkeith.  The  Court  of 
Session  was  abolished,  and  justice  was  adnunistered  by  Com- 
missioners a])pointed  bv  the  Engli-h  (imernment.  The  Church 
was  shorn  of  a  great  part  of  its  power  and  influence.  It  wa- 
the  boast  of  Clarendon  that  the  civil  government  of  Cromwell 
was  more  oppressive  to  the  })eople  of  Scotland  than  the  civil 
government  of  Charles,  "'whilst  their  adored  idol.  Presbytery. 
which  had  pulled  otf  the  crown  from  the  head  of  the  Kiriu". 
Has  trod  under  foot  and  laughed  at;  and  their  preachers,  who 
had  threatened  their  jirinces  with  their  rude  tlunulcr  nf 
excomnumication,  disputed  with,  scolfed  at,  and  controllvd 
by  artiticers,  and  corrected  by  the  strokes  and  blows  of  a 
corporal."  Nevertheless,  the  English  CommissioPiers  dispLiVLd 
more  tolerance  than  miglit  have  i)een  expected  ;  and  tlie 
Presbytery  of  Dalkeith,  with  Cromweirs  Council  sitting  in 
their  midst,  seem  to  Ihive  continued  their  ordinarv  routine  of 
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business — the  dispulcd  srttlenients,  tlie  eases  of  (.liseijilinc.  ami 
the  S({iial)bles  aboui  [Iw  heritors'  pews. 

Sir  .Janies  ])iuulaN\  mother,  Dante  I\buie,  sin-vived  the 
period  oftlte  Connnonwealtli,  aiul  b\etl  to  witness  the  Restora- 
tion. Her  ileatli  took  p-lace  in  Deecniber  16'Gl,  when  tlie 
following  funeral  letter,  uliieh  ])as  been  ])l■eser^ccl,  and  may 
be   thought   interesting   as    a    relie    of   soeial   customs    in    the 


Sn;,  —  It  liath  })leased  (iod  to  take  my  mother  out  of  the 
troubles  of  this  1)  f,  to  lu-r  t  Irrnal  rest,  and  1  intend  the  burial 
of  her  corps  upon  Thursday,  the  second  of  Jari.  next,  wheremito 
I  shall  desire  the  favour  of  yr.  presence,  and  to  that  end  that 
you  wold  be  here  at  Arnestoune,  the  2(1  day  by  ten  of  the  clock 
in  the  forenoon,  whereby  you  sh:dl  oblido-e  uie  to  continue. — 
Sir,  Yr.  atfectiouate  friend, 

ARXESIOUNK,  2-Jt/l   Dccr.    16G1.  J.AMKS   DlNDAS. 

Soon  after  his  mother's  death  Sir  James  entereil,  for  a 
short  time,  into  that  competition  for  oHiei'  which,  aftL-r  the 
Restoration,  engrossed  the  attention  of  so  many  ])ublie  men  in 
Scotland.  The  ])art  which  he  took  ^\as  highly  honourable, 
and,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  next  chapter,  formed  a  marked 
contrast  to  the  conduct  of  too  many  of  his  fellow-countrymen. 


/fmt^s  wnmi^ 
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THE  riliST  I.OUl)  AKXISTOX — continued. 

The  Commissioners  who  luul  administered  justice  in  the 
Supreme  CV)urt  of  Scotland  ihu'in^'  tlie  Commonwealth,  ceased 
to  act  on  the  eve  of  the  llLsioration  ;  and  tlie  Court  of  Session 
was  soon  re-established  on  its  old  footini;-.  William,  Earl  of 
(ilencairn.  became  Lord  lli^li  ChancxHor  ;  and  amoni;-  his 
colleagues  on  the  l)encli  were  several  men.  tlistinguished  either 
for  tlieir  leiial  knowledg'e  or  for  the  zeal  with  wliich  it 
w;is  expected  tliey  would  promote  the  sinister  ])rojects  of  the 
new  Go\ernment.  The  L(M-d  Pi'esident  was  Sir  John  Gihiiour 
of  Craiiiinillai-,  one  of  the  ablest  advocates  mIio  e\er  graced 
tlie  bar  of  Scotlaml.  Sir  Archibald  I'rimrose  of  Carrington, 
afterwanls  the  author  of  the  "  Act  lleseissory,"'  obtained  a 
seat  on  tlic  bench.  So  did  the  fuiious  Sir  James  Dalrvmple 
of  Stair.  Sir  ]lol)ert  IMurray  of  Craigie,  the  intimate  friend  of 
Lauderdale,  and  Sir  George  ]\Lxckenzie  of  Tarbet,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Ci'omartv. 

^Vhile  the  vacant  judgeships  were  l)eing  tilled  up.  Sir  J;uncs 
Dundas  applied  to  be  made  a  Lord  of  Session,  and  his  friend  and 
cousin,'  Sir  Alexander  Hume,  undertook  to  britig  the  rLijuot 
under  the  King's  notice.  It  was  favourably  receivetl  :  "  You 
shall  know  in  short,"  writes  Sir  Alexander  in  the  following 
spring,  "  tliat  upon  the  first  motion  1  iiuule  to  the  King  in  your 
l)ehalf  for  the  vacant  place  in  the  Session,  I  had  a  very  good 
answer,  but  no  ])ositi\e  grant,  tlie  King  suspending  his  deter- 
niination  imtil  he  should  have  my  Loril  ]\Iiddleton"s  atKice  in 

^  .A.S  Sir  Alexander  styles  himself  the  nephew  of  the  first  Lord  Arniston's 
mother,  he  must  hr.ve  l^een  a  yrand-on  of  George  Home  of  Wedd.uriuirn, 
whose  dau;j]iter  Mary  married  Sir  James  Dundas  of  Arniston,  Govcriior  of 
nprwick. 
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it,  which  was  rational  fiiouuh  in  rciiard  of  the  trust  lie  luul 
given  him  in  his  affairs  of  that  kinmloiii."  By  the  rnethation 
of  powerful  frieuiis,  the  Lortls  Craw  ford  and  Lauilertlale,  tlie 
Secretary  was  brouglit  to  concur  in  reeoinniendinu'  Sir  .James 
Dundas  to  the  Kin^-,  as  a  "well  (lualiHed,  loyal,  ami  well 
affected  jierson."  \\'hereu|K)n,  cor.tinue^  Sir  Alexander,  "  liaviiii^- 
lln"s  day  spoken  with  the  Kinu',  h.is  Majesty  hath  tohl  me  lie 
will  give  vou  the  ))lace."  Sii-  Alexander's  next  lettci",  after 
mentioning  the  good  oHice>  oi'  friciuls  in  London,  introduces  a 
new  topic  : — 

Sm  Ale\am)K[{   lirMi;  to  Sir  Jamks   Dcndas. 

London,  17  J/aj-  1662. 

Now  C'osen,  I  must  (but  uiuler  this  caution  that  no  man 
living  know  w  hat  1  write  you),  acquaint  you  with  one  thing  tliat 
hath  been  discoursed  ]>ysome  liere,  that  w  lun  you  have  tlie  King's 
grant  of  the  place  you  n)ay  probably  refuse  to  accept  of  it  upon 
such  terms  as  all  that  excerce  any  public  office  in  that  kingdom 
must  submit  to,  which  is  to  subscribe  a  Declaration  that  is  ex})ected 
to  be  enjoyned  bv  the  I'arliament,  v.  herein,  amonust  other  thinus, 
it  is  believed  the  Covenant  is  to  be  renounced,  wherein  I  ho})e  so 
wise  a  man  as  vou  will  make  no  scru})le,  for  to  })ass  by  the  evil 
consecpiences  and  sad  calamities  that  have  followed  u})OU  the 
Covenant,  which  may  justly  make  all  men  out  of  love  with  it,  I 
conceive  that  even  those  who  approve  of  the  contents  of  it  would 
make  no  ditliculty  of  submiltiuij-  to  the  authority  of  l^udiament  in 
renouncing  that  instrument,  which  will  in  nowayes  inferr  a  receding 
from  any  point  of  it,  which  they  hold  themselves  in  conscience 
bound  to  believe  or  ))ractice  ;  there  bein,u-  without  question  some 
points  in  it  (such  as  maintaynin^-  the  true  reliiiion,  and  defending: 
the  Kin^i's  person,  anil  divers  others),  which  all  men  will  confess 
ought  lo  be  inviolably  obser\ed,  notwitiistandin,<>^  of  the  renuncia- 
tion to  be  eujovned  w  liieh  can  signify  no  more  but  a  disow-nin<i,-  of 
that  formall  act  as  any  tye  upon  them.  This  I  trust  will  be  your 
excuse  in  that  matter,  <md  tliat  you  v.dl  not  by  needless  scruples 
disable  yourself  from  doim;-  Cod,  your  prince,  and  countrie  such 
useful  service  as  you  may  be  capable  of,  in  the  enijjloyment  you 
are  called  to. 

I  presmne  you  have  heard  the  news  of  our  Queen ^  l)eino- 
landed  at  Portsmouth.  Next  Monday  the  Kin<?  e,oes  to  her, 
and  will  brin<r  her  to  Hampton  Court  l)y  this  day  seiiiiiht. 

'  (  tiiceii  Catlieiine. 
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A  few  days  later,  writin^i;-  on  the  same  siil)jeet,  Sir  Alex- 
••viuler  adtls  : — 

•The  King  hatli  been  here  (Hampton  Coin-t)  some  days  with 
the  Qnecn,  who  is  a  very  l()\e]y  ])erson,  and  the  Kini;-  exlreinely 
satisiyed  Avith  lier." 

Sir  Ali:\axdi:r  Humf  Io  Sir  James  l^i  ndas. 

Kove/ul'ii-  4,  1662. 
I  ha\e  reeeived  your:-:  of  the  ]  7th,  whereby  you  let  me  know 
you  are  in  some  hojie  the  Declaration  will  not  at  this  time  be 
ur^cd  upon  those  of  \'our  order,  and  if  it  be  so,  it  is  very  well,  for 
tlien  you  w'M  liave  time  to  consider  what  is  fitter  for  you  to  doe. 
I  am  \'ery  coiifulcriL  some  others  whom  you  think  to  have  sciaiples 
will  overcome  them,  namely  a  person  ^  c>f  near  relation  to  your- 
self, whom  yon  mentioned  in  your  last,  he  beiuij,-,  as  1  am  informed 
by  a  discreet  man  that  is  intimate  Mith  him,  resolved  to  take  the 
Declaration,  as  I  could  heartily  wish  that  you  nn'^hl,  and  hojie  you 
will  if  it  be  recjuired  of  vou. 

On  tile  7th  of  August  l()()-3,  Parliament  pa>sed  an  Aet 
ordaining-  tiiat  no  })erson  who  liad  not  sal)seril)ed  a  formal 
remnieiation  of  the  Covenant,  should  "  exerce  anyjiubliek  trust 
or  otHce  within  tlie  king-doni  after  the  eleven!  of  NoNXMuber 
nextocinn." 

The  following-  letters  show  the  negotiations  which  })assed 
between  Sir  James  Diindas  and  Sir  James  Dairy ni})Le,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  tliose  who  acted  idr  the  King,  on  the  otlier 
hand,  with  the  view  of  timling  some  means  of  both  sati.-.fying 
the  King  antl  sa\ing  the  eonseiences  of  those  whom  he  a})])ointetl 
as  judges  : — 

Sir  James  Dalrvmple  (of  Stair)  to  Sir  Ja:sies  Duxdas. 

Edr.,  Sf'r.  12,  1663. 
Mv  Lord, — Since  I  saw  you  I  have  spoken  at  large  with  the 
Lord  Commissioner  and  my  Lord  Secretar.  I  beleve  they  ar  als 
desyrous  to  favour  us  as  we  can  wish.  That  explanation  I  am  fre 
to  sio-n  tlie  Declaration  with,  non  can  say  it  should  or  in  ther  sense 
doeth   comprehend  mor.       If   after  they  sie  the   King,  anything 

'  Sir  James  Dahyinpk\  afterwards  Lord  Stair. 
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may  be  clone,  it  will  be  si£!,-nifye(l  to  iis  what  yon  nndei^taiu! 
farther  from  tynie  to  tynie,  })ray  you  let  me  hear  it  from  y.iu  by  a 
line  ;  the  \\'i(lins(layes  weeklie  jjo'it  will  carrie  it,  so  that  yon  med 
not  want  oeasione.  liemember  my  service  to  that  noble  i:entle- 
nian,  your  friend  Sir  Alex''.  Home,  and  to  yom-  tjood  lady  ;  so  rests 
your  Lordship's  real  friend  and  servant,  J .\.  D.vi  nvMPi.E. 

Sir  James  Dai.rvmplf.  Iu  Sii?   James  Dundas. 

Edk.,  Se/L  12.  63. 
Mv  I.oKO, — Since  my  last  of  this  dayis  date,  u})on  the  second 
thouii'hts  of  some  of  our  eminent  friends,  it  is  desyred  that  we 
shuld  i!;oe  up  to  London  (though  on  ])retence  of  other  affairs), 
which  they  doe  conclude  as  very  little  dubious,  to  atriin  our 
desyres.  I  durst  on  a  sudden  say  nothiny,-  to  it,  hot  I  am  to  think 
upon  it.  It  was  the  motioue  befor,  bot  ther  is  non  of  us  can 
su])lie  for  the  other  ther  ;  seeinii;  our  only  way  is  ex})ected  to  be 
that  we  have  given  his  Majestic  satisfactione  ther.  I  doe  therfor 
lay  it  befor  you  that  you  may  think  upi>n  it,  and  if  you  relish  it, 
put  yourself  in  readines  and  be  ther  with  your  friends.  It  is  the 
greater  incouragment  for  us  that  non  of  our  great  men.  tliogli  dis- 
cording in  other  things,  may  ditfer  in  this,  that  we  be  looked  over 
in  such  a  matter.  If  I  had  no  mor  difiiculties  then  you.  I  wold 
doe  it,  bot  nw  poor  witle  is  near  her  ly  in,  that  will  so  retard  me 
as  that  tym  cold  hardlie  suffice  for  me  to  goe,  and  returne  in 
tyme.  You  will  by  the  Air  jiost  comunicat  your  thoghts  and  ])ur- 
poscs  to,  Your  really  affectionate  friend,  Ja.  DAL^  rmple. 

Sir  James  Dalrvmple  lo  Sut  James  Di;xnAs. 

Stair,  Se/O:  21.  1663. 
Mv  Lord, — Yours  of  the  Kith  instant  I  receaved.  You  have 
conjectured  aright  of  thes  tuo  friends  who  wt-r  thinking  upon  our 
concernments;  I  am  fully  of  your  mynd,  that  ther  is  notliingto  be 
done  till  they  goe  up,  aiul  that  then  the  easiest  and  securest  way 
for  us  wer  that  our  busines  wer  nu)ved  ther,  and  we  both  called 
(if  need  wer),  thither  to  doe  what  wer  neeessar,  onlie  a  man  is  a 
lyon  in  his  owne  caus,  and  will  keepe  it  afoote  till  ther  ht  some 
issue.  I  leave  that  to  your  prudent  consideratione,  bot  trewiie 
I  am  not  in  anv  freedome  to  leave  this  place  till  I  kn(;w  what 
becomes  of  my  wife,  who  besyde  the  hazard  of  chyld  birth  is  very 
unweell  and  in  great  hazard  otherwayes.  I  know  you  ar  a  kvnder 
husband    then    to    think    that    can    be    dispensed    with,    bot    my 
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ojiiiiione  wold  be  tliat,  witliout  any  noi'^e  of  n-oinp^  till  some  tym  after 
our  ijreat  ones  wer  up,  I  mi^lit  i^ive  a  conipt  of  publick  afiaires, 
voiiVsflf  went  up  :  you  have  not  yet  seen  tlie  Kini;  since  he  eair.e 
home.  And  oftynies  the  (aiitinnn)  uses  to  be  als  jnrDod  wether  as 
auv  in  the  year.  I  sould  l)e  haavtilie  plad  you  wer  jiresented 
whatever  conic  of  me.  and  I  am  suir  you  nii<;ht  be  heljiful  to  both, 
whatever  vou  doe.  Let  the  medium  thought  u])on  be  als  little 
known  as  possible,  least  thes  who  will  be  against  it  mor  for  the 
example  of  it  tlien  for  our  interest  in  it,  prevent  it.  The  terines  I 
think  safest  and  cleirest.  I  ha\e  inclosed  ;  let  me  hear  your  resolu- 
tion, and  remember  me  to  your  lady  and  all  friends  to  whom  you 
think  fit  to  mention.      Your  really  afl'ectionat  friend  aiul  servant, 

Ja.    D.\1.I!V>U>I.E. 

In  \]v<  letter  Sir  Janios  Dalrynqile  encloses,  written  on  n 
slip  of  })aper,  the  words  wliieli  he  proposed  to  add  to  the 
J)ec-l:iration,  asid  wliicli  lie  thouulit,  as  he  expresses  it,  "safest 
and  cleirest."  The  Declaration  (to  be  taken  by  all  ])ersons  in 
()()sitions  of  ])ublic  trust)  was  to  the  eifect  tliat  it  was  milauful 
for  subjects  to  enter  ii)t<^  Lea>]:ues  and  ("ovenairts.  and,  in 
jiarticular,  tliat  the  National  C'o\cnalit  of  16-38  and  the  Solemn 
Leag'ue  anil  ('o\ enant  were  "  \ndawful  oatlis,  and  \\ere  taken 
by,  and  inij)osed  upon  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  a<;-;iinst 
the  fundamental  laws  and  liberties  of  the  same."  The  wortls 
which  Dalrvmple  proposed  to  add  were,  '*  I  do  declare  against 
the  actings  above  written  in  so  far  ;is  thev  were  a!j;ainst  the 
law,  and  against  the  oaths  and  obligations  aforcsaiil,  as  they 
fire  construed  to  ini})ort  anv  obligations  to  act  or  endea^■our 
again>t  law." 

In  the  following  letter  Sir  .Vlexander  Hume  conveved  to 
Duntlas  tlie  King^s  refusal  to  accept  a  (pialitieil  subscription  to 
tlie  Declaration  : — - 

Sir  Alfxander   Hcme  fo  .Sir  James   Dcndas. 

Westminster,  //h's  TucsJay  id  Novcinhcr  .b^. 
Mv  Lord, — Yesterni<j!:ht,  late,  I  received  yours  of  the  2()th 
Octob.,  with  an  enclosed  for  the  B.  of  Dnmld.i  to  w^"  if  he  hold 
his  promise,  vou  will  receive  an  answer  herewith.  I  had  upon  my 
journey  nmch  ill  wathcr  and  bad  way,  yet.  thanks  be  to  (Jod,  I 
Uot   safe    hither    on    Wednesday  last  the    2Sth,    without    anv    ill 
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accick-nt,  whereof  I  should  have  given  you  notice  sooner,  but  that 
I  deferred  untill  I  might  -vvithall  let  you  know  the  arri\a]l  of  our 
great  iv.ei),  whom  I  expccied  every  day,  yet  they  came  not  till 
yestev  nigiit  about  six  o'eloek.  'J'hey  went  immediately  to  the 
king-,  who  gave  them  a  very  gratious  reee])tion.  and  talked  with 
them  both  together  about  an  hour  or  thereby.  L'pon  their  v.  ith- 
draAviiig  fi-om  the  king,  1  waylaid  u])on  them  at  my  Lord  Ltuider- 
dale's  loging  in  the  Court,  but  forebore  at  that  time  to  say 
anything  to  them  concerning  you,  untill  I  should  understand  iVom 
you  u],)oi)  what  terms  you  left  them,  whereof  your  letter  that  I 
received  afterward  did  inform  nre.  So  this  morning  early,  1  went 
to  them  both,  and  found  Lauderdale  ne^\ly  comed  out  of  bed.  and 
Rothes  afterwards  still  in  bed.  I  sjioke  to  them  both  very 
earnestly  concerning  your  business,  and  Lauderdale  told  mr  of 
the  signed  paper  vou  had  sent  with  him,  wherein  both  of  tb.cm 
have  ])r(nnised  at  the  very  fn-st  oj^portunity  to  speak  jointly  with 
the  king,  this  night  if  it  be  })Ossible,  l)at  seem  l>oth  of  them  to 
have  small  confidence  of  the  success,  the  king  having  alisole.tely 
refused  to  accejit  my  Lord  Crawfonl's  sul)seri])li(in  with  any 
manner  of  qualification,  but  punctually  as  the  words  lye.  Ui^.on 
this  answer  from  them  I  went  and  found  oiil  the  B.  of  Durnbl..^ 
and  having  given  him  your  letter,  spoke-  at  great  length  with  him 
of  the  thing-,  and  found  him  as  you  descriljed  him,  very  much 
inclined  to  moderation,  and  against  all  rigid  courses,  but  witiiciut 
any  hope  that  the  king  can  be  moved  to  dispense  in  any  sort  ^vith 
the  acte  madt-  in  that  behalf  And  for  his  speaking  with  the 
king  in  it,  he  declines  it  altogether,  having  seldom  or  never  as  he 
sayeth  t;iken  the  freedom  to  speak  with  the  king  in  any  bu^iiic-ss, 
and  rarely  iiiade  anv  other  address  to  him  Init  to  kiss  his  lunids  at 
coming-  or  going.  All  that  he  thinks  ])roper  t\)r  him  to  doi^  iv  to 
speak  witli  Rothes  and  Lauderdale,  and  endea\(jur  all  he  can 
either  bv  his  ad\  ice  for  moderation  in  generall,  or  by  recommend- 
ing your  per■^()n  and  my  Lord  Stair  in  particular,  to  disjjuse  them 
to  be  erirnest  v\ith  the  king  for  procuring  an  exemtion  to  you 
both  from  the  actr.  And  to  this  })ur})o^e  he  sayeth  he  will  make 
all  the  ha^te  he  can  to  see  them,  as  soon  as  he  can  possibly  al'sent 
himself  for  an  hour's  time  from  his  brother,  who  is  at  {irt-ent 
lying  sick  of  a  fever  and  Hux  in  great  extremity.  hi  his  di->eourse 
to  n)e  Ik-  said  one  thing,  which  to  me  seemeil  very  rational),  that 
he  thought  t!ie  (jualitieation  you  desiretl  to  insert  (of  di'-own- 
ing  the  particulars  there  mentioned,  in  so  far  as  tliey  were  against 

^   Bi.-liop  Leiy;hton. 
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law,  and  disclaiminc,-  all  ordinaiiccs  that  may  lead  to  the  disturb- 
ances of  the  piiMick  peace)  is  altogether  su})ei-flnoiis,  seeing-  the 
meaning  of  the  declaration  can  be  in  effect  no  otlicr,  and  no  actinia 
c.in  thereby  be  understood  to  l)e  disowned,  but  such  as  were 
ain-ainst  law,  nor  any  ordinances  disclaimed  but  such  as  are 
seditious.  Which  if  you  -will  take  into  serious  consideration. 
to_i;cther  v.'ith  >\hat  I  have  foi-nierly  uroed  Avhen  we  were  toiiether. 
and  consult  your  own  judi^ement  maturely  in  it.  I  do  yet  ho])e 
that  vou  may  overcome  your  scrujiU-s  and  subscribe  tlie  declara- 
tion sim])ly  as  it  stands,  without  addition  of  that  jiostscript, 
though  you  may  at  the  subsci-iliing  of  it.  by  moutJi  declare  the 
sense  in  which  you  think  it  is  to  be  understood,  which  doubtless 
will  be  etpuvalent  as  if  you  should  jnit  it  in  writing.  Yr.  Eoji's. 
most  affcctinal  and  hmnble  ser\;uit,  A.  Humk. 

Eord  Avnislon  was  not  ]n-epared  to  make  the  reipiired 
renunciation,  and  did  not  take  liis  seat  on  the  bencli  after  the 
Ttli  of  Novcnd)er  1063.  On  the  18th  of  Noyeniber,  tlie  i-etuui- 
ciation  was  siijned  by  all  the  judges  present,  twehe  in  nund)er, 
whii-]]  was  reported  to  the  Kino-.  His  ^Majesty  offered  to  alh)w 
time  for  subscribing-  tl'.e  Declaration,  l)ut  was  determined  tliat 
su]iscri])tion  should  be  enforce{k 

Sir  Alexaxdlh   Hime  to  Sir  Jamks  Dlndas. 

LoxnoN,  ^th  Deccntb.  1663. 
Mv  Lord, — Having  at  this  instant  Avritten  another  letter  to 
you,  by  advice  of  Mr.  William  Sharpe,  lest  that  should  mis- 
carry, or  be  slow  of  coming  to  your  hands,  I  send  this  by  the 
usual  way,  to  let  you  know  that  having  been  th.is  evening,  a^ 
my  custom  is  every  jjost  night,  v.ith  my  Lord  Lauderdale,  he  told 
me  }\e  could  now  gi\e  me  an  account,  but  not  such  as  he  wished, 
of  the  business  I  came  to  incjuire  of,  which  was.  that  the  king,  not- 
withstanding all  that  could  be  sayd  to  j)ersuade  him,  wouUl  ujxni 
no  terms  yield  to  accept  of  that  explanation  in  m  riting  which  ytui 
desire  to  subjoyn  to  the  declaration,  as  you  will  understand  by  a 
letter  more  at  length  that  uiy  lord  hath  writte  to  you  himself, 
which  he  showed  me.  This  answer  I  did  exj)ect,  but  I  confess  I 
am  deceived  in  one  point,  for  I  did  believe  advjuitage  would  have 
been  taken  against  all  that  failed  at  the  day  a]i})oiutetl,  and  their 
places  disposed  immediately  without  admitting  of  their  subscrii>- 
tion  after  that  day.  But  it  seems  the  king  is  so  gratious  as  to 
leave  place  still   foi-  such  as  Mill   yet  comply  with   the  law.  and   to 
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that  end  is  fortluvitli  to  seiul  onU-r  to  tlu-  Lord  Cluincellor  to  oall 
for  all  the  abst-nt  members  of  the  house,  aiul  urge  them  to  declare 
whether  or  no  they  will  subscribe  simply  without  any  adtlition  or 
ex})lanatioii  in  writing;-,  and  such  as  shall  then  refuse  immediatrlv 
to  declare  their  })laces  voyd.  and  rcturne  an.  account  to  his  niajt-ty. 
And  it  is  withall  a  curtesy  in  my  Lord  Lauderdale  to  keej)  uj)  the 
king's  order  for  some  days,  and  in  the  meantime  to  give  mv  Lord 
Stair  and  yourst.lf  notice  of  it,  th;it  you  may  not  be  surprised  at  it. 
Now,  1  trust  this  grace  of  the  king's  and  his  l('rdshi})'s  ci\-i]itv  will 
work  that  effect  with  you  bolli  for  which  it  w.ns  intended,  and  that 
at  last  your  eyes  will  be  opentni  to  see  there  can  be  no  dirtV-rt-nce 
in  reason  or  con.science,  between  writing  and  s])eaking  the  same 
words  yiiu  desire  to  sulijoine,  ^^  hicii  is  the  clear  opinion  of  jil'  I 
have  s])uk(.  with  about  it  ;  an.d  amongst  others  of  Sir  Robert 
Morry,  who  Avas  ])resent  this  night  when  I  sjwke  with  my  Lord 
Lauderdale.  And  for  any  exiilanation  of  that  kind  you  shall 
desire  to  make  by  tongue,  it  will  not  be  denyed.  But  for  setting 
any  such  thing  in  writing,  and  so  have  the  declaration  subscribed 
in  ditTerent  wayes,  the  king  looks  upon  it  as  making  party  against 
party,  and  belie\es  it  a  thing  of  dangerous  consequence,  wherein  I 
find  all  men  here  concur  in  his  judgement.  .\nd  Vthate\er  ground 
you  may  hiive  to  be  scruj)ulous  in  the  thing,  yet  1  assure  you.  if 
you  refuse  to  subscribe  the  declaration  in  the  same  way  as  the 
parliament,  and  couneill,  and  all  the  Lords  of  Session,  exce})t  your- 
selves, have  done,  it  will  be  interpret  by  the  king  and  by  ail 
impartiall  men,  as  a  factious  inclination  which  is  a  scandal  that 
worthy  patriots  and  k)yall  subjects,  as  you  two  ar,  I  trust  will 
avovd  to  incurr.  And  this  consideration  above  all  that  I  formeriv 
said,  1  hoj)e  will  })reva:le  with  you  not  to  desert  the  station 
wherein  God  hath  placed  you,  and  wherein  you  may  have  occasion 
to  doe  God  and  your  king  and  your  C'untrie,  and  your  friends 
acceptable  and  usefull  service.^ 

Earl  of  Laudeudalf.  lo  Sin   J  \>n:s   Dlnoas. 

Whitf.hail,  S.'/i  cf  Deer.  1663. 
Mv  LoRi),--At  my  first  arrivall,  having  found  the  king  avers 
from  such  a  declaration  as  y'"  Lo.  wold  put  in  v, rating,  and  know- 
ing y'  absence  secured  }OU  from  being  put  to  it,  1  delayed  ur:.ing 
his  maj''"^^  positive  resolution  untill  I  ct)uld  doe  it  conveniently. 
And  now  within  these  !2  daves  I  have  his  positive  order  to  let  you 
know  that  he  cannot  admitt  of  ex])lanation,  becaus  that  were  ])o.-,i- 

'  This  !cUer  is  unsiirncd. 
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ti\ dv  to  state  ;i  pnrtie  of  those  who  doe  subscribe  as  the  law  ie(jiiires 
I'v  of  those  who  sul)sciibe  with  explanations.  This  his  Maj'-  will 
(ill  no  tennes  acliuitt  because  of  the  example,  aiul  1  am  eomaiuled 
to  prepare  an  order  to  the  Session  to  put  all  their  members  to  a 
positive  answer,  l^nit  befor  I  sent  it,  I  thought  it  my  dewty  to 
fjive  you  this  warnin;;'  that  you  mii;ht  be  not  surprised.  1  doe 
not  need  I  hojie  to  ])rofess  my  res})ects  to  you  nor  my  desire  to 
serve  you.  From  that  consideration,  I  who  am  elder  nuist  entreat 
vou  to  consider  well  before  you  abandon  your  station  ;  and  this 
freedom  I  ho])e  you  will  take  well  from,  My  Lord,  y""  affectionate 
friend,  Laidkudaii.l.' 

The  folh^wiiii;-  letter,  which  was  Sir  .Janies''s  reply  to  Lord 
Lauderdale's  letter  of  the  8th  December  lG6-'>,  is  co])ie(l  from 
the  orig'ina],  now  in  tiie  ])ossession  of  liichard  Ahnack,  Jvscp  of 
Melford,  Suffolk:— 

Sin  James  Di  xdas  lo  the  }v\ri,  ok  Laiderdale. 

1 6///  IK\'.  63. 

Mv  XoREE  L(JHi), —  I  received  your  Lordslii])'s  of  the  N  dayes 
date  yesterday  in  the  aftei'noone,  l)y  which  I  understand  that 
your  Lordshi})  hat!\  been  pleased  not  only  to  move  the  business 
you  writ  of  once  and  againe  to  the  king,  but  also  to  watch  op])or- 
tuuities  of  doeing  it  to  the  best  advantage.  And  as  if  al  this  wer 
to  smal  a  testimonie  of  your  respects  for  nie,  yow  ar  likewise 
jileased  to  gi\  e  me  ane  express  advertisement  of  the  event  that 
1  should  not  be  surprised  by  hearing  it  in  a  way  which  I  cannot 
evite. 

My  Lord,  soe  verie  great  favor  calleth  for  a  greater  acknow- 
ledgemeiit  than  I  am  able  to  make,  and  not  the  lesse  that  the 
successe  hath  not  been  answeral)le  to  your  Lordshijj's  desires  and 
eudevours  ;  soe  I  can  verie  frely  say  caveat  successibus  (piiscjuis  ab 
eventu.  And  not  to  miss])end  yoin-  Lordship's  time  (which  all  men 
know  to  be  taken  up  with  far  greater  things),  I  doe  in  a  wonl 
return  your  Lordship  most  heurtie  thanks  for  this  and  all  your 
favors  ;  and  if  ever  I  shall  be  soe  hap])ie  as  to  have  an  o])portunitie 
to  doe  you  service,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  ca})able  of  that  unworthi- 
ness  as  to  be  found  forgettful  th.erof,  who  now  subscribe  myself 
niost  sincerely,  y'  Lordship's  most  humble  and  obliged  servant, 

James  Dundas. 


^  Second  Earl,  and  afterwards  Duke  of  Lauderdale,    Secretary  of  State  and 
President  of  the  Council. 
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On  tlie  19th  December  H)(j;3  the  Kino-  wrote  to  tlie  I'rivv 
C'ouneil,  orclerin'^-  them  to  '•  recjuyre  tlie  Senators  of  our 
Colko-e  of  Justice  to  nppoint  a  sliort  dav,  on  whieli  tlie  absent 
Senators  and  other  members  may  either  .subscribe  or  refuse,  to 
the  end  wee  may  take  care  for  supplvini;-  the  places  of  such 
as  shall  on  that  account  forsake  their  station." 

'J'hc  Lonls  accordingly,  on  tlie  5th  January  IGfil,  -did 
assigne  ane  ceiiaine  day  for  cache  of  the  absent  Lonis,  con- 
forme  to  their  severall  distances  to  come  in  and  give  tlieir 
positive  answer  either  as  to  the  subscrvbiug  or  r./fn^ing  of  the 
declaration  aforsaid  ;  viz.,  to  the  Lord"  Arneistoune,  the  eio-ht 
of  January  instant,  and  to  the  Lonls  Staire  and  Bedlav,  the 
nynteinth  day  therof,  and  to  tlie  Lord  Tarbett,  the  second  of 
I'Vbruary  nixt. " 

Li  reply  to  tlie  letter  from  the  Chancellor,  assigning  tiie 
eighth  day  of  January  instant  for  su])scribing  or  refusing  the 
Declaration,  Sir  James  w  rote  as  follows  : — 

Sir  James  Dixdas  to  the  Lord  Chaxcei.lor. 

-Akxistoun,  lihjaii.  it'.64. 
May  it  please  voir  Lordship, — 1  did  some  weekes  agoe  send 
a  demission  oi  my  place  in  the  Session  to  the  Court,  \\hieh  I  hu})e 
befor  this  tyme  is  presented  to  tlie  kinii's  most  sacred  .Xhijestie, 
M-hereby  I  am  altogether  incapaeitat  to  ,-ii\e  o])edience  to  the 
Lords  of  Session  their  conmumds  laid  upon  me  as  one  of  their 
number  by  their  letter  of  the  fift  of  this  instant,  signed  bv  your 
Lordsln'p  in  tlieir  name.  This  I  b.upc  will  excuse  me  for  not 
waiting  upon  their  Lordships  on  Friday  next  ace<n-ding  to  tlieir 
appointment,  and  shall  entreat  their  Lordships  may  believe  that, 
though  I  shall  noe  longer  ])e  alile  lo  strve  them  as  a  publiek 
minister,  yet  1  shall  never  omitt  anything-  shall  be  in  my  power  as 
a  private  man,  whereby  I  may  witness  the  deep  sense  1  have  of 
their  Lordship's  civilitie    and   kindnesse  to   me,  while    I   had   the 

honour  to  sitt  amoinist   them,  which  can  never  be  forgotten  bv 

My  Lord,  y'  lordships  most  humble  servant,  James  Duxdas. 

On  this  letter  being  read,  the  ^.^owvl  ])ronounced  the  follow- 
ing sentence  : — 

"  The  Lords  having  considered  the  Act  of  Parliament,  with 
his   Majcstie's  letter,  and  the  above  written   answer  to  the    Lortl's 
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owiie  letter,  they  declare  the  said  Sir  James   Duiidas  his  place  as 
,i!ic  of  the  Lords  of  Session  vacant." 

On  the  l-5tli  January  IGXil,  Lord  Stair  \\ri)le  from  Ayr  to 
the  J^ord  C'liancellor  in  much  tlie  same  terms  as  Lord  Arniston, 
and  his  ])lace  was  in  the  same  manner  declared  vacant. 

Lord  IJi'dlav  was  excused  on  tlie  ground  of  ill-liealth,  and 
his  declaration  of  willingness  to  make  the  required  renuncia- 
tion. Loid  Tarhett  had  already  made  tiic  renunciation  in  his 
place  in  J\irliament. 

SiK  Jamks   I)\l.n^MlM,l:  lo  Siu  James   Dcnuas. 

Stair,  Fc/'r.  15,  i6t'>4. 
Mv  Loni), — Your  last  cam  hot  on  of  thes  dayes  to  my  hand. 
As  to  your  desyre  of  iny  coming  cast  in  March  to  put  some  poynt 
to  the  difTerence  bet%\ixt  my  Lord  Lothian  ;md  you,  I  will  not 
Iiave  my  horss  to  shoe  when  you  have  lo  doc,  hot  I  think  a  little 
further,  in  the  year  when  wetlier  is  fairer  and  the  day  longer,  will 
he  better.  It  is  no  small  ditHculty  to  draw  me  to  L,dinbrugh 
voyage.  I  nuich  mor  inclyne  if  your  convenience  so  be  to  wait 
upon  yon  at  Lanrike,  near  my  Lord  Lea's,  who  is  to  be  spared  in 
travel  als  much  as  you  can.  We  will  be  freer  of  diversion  ther 
than  at  Kd'.  A  night  or  two  will  serve  in  either  case,  my 
kyndnes  and  confidence  made  me  so  free  with  you  in  my  last  a- 
not  to  conceale  the  observatione  of  others  :  if  thereby  you  ajipre- 
hend  that  I  laid  blaime  on  you,  indeed  it  was  far  from  my  thought, 
bot  it  is  my  rejoycing  to  have  a  sharer  in  my  lot,  whom  I  honor 
and  love  so  much,  thogh  lyke  motives  moved  us  both  without  our 
premoving  either  the  other.  Remember  my  service  to  your 
ladie. — I  sal  ever  contimie  your  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

Ja.   Dai.rvmih.k. 

Sir  Jami:s   1)a[.uvmpi.k  lo  Sin  .1  \mks   Dlnoas. 

(From  London.) 
Mv  Loiiu, —  I  beleive  you  will  thinke  it  strange  to  hear  of  me 
iVom  this  place,  it  is  even  strange  to  myself,  who  had  resolved 
retirement,  bot  being  called  hither  by  friends,  upon  finding  of  the 
kings  kyndnes  continowed  with  me  and  hopes  of  his  favour  to  me, 
I  obeyed,  thogh  I  knew  no  particular  (reason)  that  I  did  not  come 
be  you,  bot  keept  Carleell  way,  wherbye  I  was  als  neir  London  as  is 
Ld'".  1  sal  at  meethig  fully  satisfie  you  in  that,  and  that  this  is 
the  fust  advertisement,  vou  mav  be  assured  I  shall   not   be  foriiet- 
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fill  of  vdu,  hot  sal  doe  for  you  as  you  wer  my  brother,  I  cannot  >av 
what  I  cnii  doe  for  myself  01  any  other,  bot  I  am  suir  I  shall  doe 
for  ytMi  whatever  1  can.  I  am  bot  new  come  hither,  and  iv.it  vet 
ill  a  rite  jiostur  to  sie  any  bodie  or  doe  anytliinge,  bot  when  1  come 
to  any  ishue  or  ex])ectatione,  you  sal  be  acquainted  with  it  from 
vour  real  friend  and  humble  servant,  Ja.    Dalio miilf.. 

Send  your  letter  to  Daniel  Dalrym])le,  at  Mr.  John  Hav's 
chambers,  or  Master  James  Uoss,  at  William  Pios.  Wryter  to  the 
Signet  his  chambers. 

Sir   Ai-rxANDKit    IIlmk  Io  Sir  .Iamk.s   Dundas. 

Wi:M. MINSTER,  iS  A/y.  1664. 
y\\  Lord, — I  suppose  that  knowinn-  of  my  Lord  Stair's  beiui^ 
here,  you  luav  expect  to  receive  some  account  of  his  procced.ings, 
which  he  was  proposed  himself  to  ha\e  given  vou  by  this  post, 
but  that  lie  is  invited  this  night  to  my  Lord  Lauderdale's  countrie 
house  at  Highgate,  some  four  miles  out  of  town,  from  whence 
they  are  to  returne  on  Moiulay  next.  Before  his  going  out  he  was 
with  me,  and  told  me  he  had  this  morning  a  large  conference 
with  the  king,  being  the  tirst  time  he  saw  him.  to  whom  he  made 
nn  ingenous  declaration  of  the  motives  that  induced  him  to  make 
scruple  of  the  subscription  re(iuired  of  all  in  publick  trust,  which 
he  assured  his  mat"^'  did  not  jiroceed  from  any  want  of  l.o,altv. 
The  particulars  he  had  not  time  to  tell  me,  only  in  general  he 
sayd  the  king  was  very  ci\  ile  to  him,  and  told  him  he  would  ])e 
very  sory  that  he  should  desert  his  ser\  ice.  So  at  that  time  there 
was  no  conclusion  made,  but  he  is  not  without  hope  th.at  the 
result  may  be  such  as  he  may  keep  his  station,  whereof  he  mnv  be 
able  after  full  communication  with  my  Lord  Lauderdale,  to  give 
you  a  particular  account  by  the  next  jiost,  that  you  ma\  also 
resolve  what  is  titt  for  you  to  tlo.  For  seeing  you  both  agree  as 
well  in  sincere  principles  of  loyalty  as  in  scruples  of  conscience,  it 
is  reasonable  to  think  your  affaires  may  have  the  like  event  ; 
wherein  my  Lord  Stair  and  I  will  take  the  l)e-~t  care  v,e  c;iii  that 
your  absence  shall  not  jirt  judice  you,  and  my  Lord  Lauderdale 
hath  also  promised  his  best  oHices.  Perchance  it  may  be  necessarv 
that  you  be  at  the  jiains  of  coming  hither,  for  whieh  at  all  adven- 
tures I  would  have  you  ])repare  yourself,  though  1  shall  rather 
wish  you  may  avoyd  the  journey,  unless  it  lie  ab-^olutely  necessarv. 
I  shall  add  no  more  at  jiresent,  but,  with  my  humble  .service  to 
your  lady,  remaine  e\er,  your  most  atl'ectionat  eosen  and  hiaable 
servant.  A.    fliMK. 
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AHhoui;!)  his  seat  on  tlie  lieiich  liad  1)een  clecLireil  vacant. 
Sir  -lames  Dalvnnple  when  in  L()n(h)n,  thn'ini;-  his  inter\iews 
with  tlie  Kinii',  made  the  arranii;einent  uliieli  is  liinted  at.  rather 
titan  ex])huneel,  in  tlie  foHowini^;  letters.  He  was  to  snbserihe 
the  Declaration  as  it  stood,  ami  the  Kini:,'  was  to  alU)w  him 
to  sahe  his  conscience  hy  makinif  a  private  verbal  ex])lanation 
of  tlie  sense  in  wl)ich  he  understood  it. 


Sir  Jamks  Dai.rvmi'i.f,  to  Snt  James  Dlndas. 

Whytkhall,  Apryl  19,  64. 

Mv  Loi?n, — Since  my  last  I  liave  bein  v.ith  the  kinir,  and 
lia\c  fowned  mor  favour  than  I  doe  deserve,  and  mor  desyr  of  my 
continwans  in  liis  Majestv's  service  tlien  I  could  liave  expected, 
hot  no  possibilitie  of  obtuinin^u'  an  explanatione  in  -vvrytte,  to  br 
subjoyned  to  the  declaratione.  Something  is  sj)oken  of  in  lieu 
therofj  ])ot  no  etfect  as  vet,  nether  may  I  at  a  distance  mention 
it  to  you.  It  is  necessar  for  yourself  and  me  and  others,  it  l)e  so  ; 
and  that  nothing  be  spoken  of,  either  endeavour  or  expectation, 
till  I  sie  you,  which  if  anything;  be  done  to  sati^factione  "will  be 
shortlie,  bot  I  ho})e  you  will  be  out  of  dowbt  of  my  dilligence  for 
you.  I  assur  you  you  have  some  very  kynd  friends  heir  Avho  doe 
lieartilie  goe  along  with  y  real  friend, 

Ja.  Daluvmhli;. 

16;?0S58 

Sin  Jamks  Dai.kvmi'lk  lo  Sir  Jamk.s  Dlnuas. 

LoMn'N,  May  26,  1664. 

Mv  LoiiD, —  I  receaved  two  of  yours  together  at  Paris,  and 
once  since  mv  returne.  prior  to  both  which  Sir  Alex"^  Home  had. 
I  must  still  forbear  to  be  particular  with  you  in  what  is  j)ast  heir, 
and  thogh  you  lind  ditHculty  to  aprchend  how  it  can  be  tiiat  we  ca.n 
sign  without  explanatione  in  wrytt,  I  sal  say  no  more  at  distance. 
bot  that  thcr  is  an  e([uivah'nce  in  all  respects  of  adjecting  a 
declaratione  or  provisione  to  a  wrytt.  and  getting  the  sam,  under 
the  hand  of  the  wreater  of  the  wrytt,  that  it  is  so  accepted  or  >o 
.satisfactorle.  1  shall  be  full  with  vou  at  meeting.  I  desyre  you 
will  be  at  Ed',  the  ()'th  of  June,  for  on  the  7th  or  8th  I  liope  you 
.shall  see  Y"^  real  and  aftectionat  friend, 

Ja.  Dalkvmple. 
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Sir  Ai.r.wNDKn   Hi  mk  to  Sir  JA.ME^  Duxda-;. 

^V^:sT.\^^■srER,  21  June  1664.. 
Just  now  I  recei\'cd  yours  of  ihe  I()th,  and  .-nn  veiy  sorry  you 
give  nie  so  little  hope*  of  th;it  which  you  know  I  so  nnich  wi>h. 
I  have  already  said  as  much  upv)n  this  subject  as  I  coulil,  and  luive 
nothing  now  to  adde,  but  that  1  cannot  oonipreliend  how  you  should 
be  more  diflicult  to  receive  satisfaction  in  your  scru])lcs  than  your 
friend  (Dalryniple),  who  hath  liithcrto  l)een  of  one  niiiul  with  you. 
I  doubt  not  but  he  hath  fully  accjnainted  you  with  his  proceed- 
ings, and  upon  what  grounds  he  hath  been  moved  to  comply, 
whicli  I  conceive  Mas  a  conference  he  had  with  the  king,  wlio, 
being  the  party  cliietiy  concerned,  had  ]iower  to  declare  in  wiiat 
sense  he  would  allow  tlic  thing  to  be  done.  For  God's  sake  con- 
sider seriously  whether  you  might  not  in  the  same  way  be  sett  free, 
and  if  so,  I  could  wish  that  you  ^hould  of  purpose  n)ake  a  journei' 
hither  to  receive  the  same  satisfaction,  in  the  point  tliat  your 
friend  did.  In  any  case  I  think  your  journey  would  ])e  useful!  to 
let  his  mat''-  know  th;)t  your  scrujiles  do  not  proceed  from  any 
bad  cause,  but  merely  conscience. — My  L.ord,  your  most  affectionat 
cosen  and  humble  servant,  A.  Hlme. 

Although  thus  urged  by  Hume  to  follow  Sir  James 
Dalrvni])]e"s  exa)n]ile,  Dundas  stood  hrni  to  his  original 
position,  and  refuM-tl  to  sign  the  Declaration  without  a 
written  qualification.  This  resolution  was  dee})ly  regretted 
by  Hume. 

Sir  Ale.xander   Hume  to  Sm  James  DrxnAs. 

Westminstkr,  9  Auj;.  1664. 
I  have  received  yours  of  the  30  of  July,  whereby  you  have  n.ow 
cleared  me  more  than  I  wished  of  your  ])urpose,  whereof  1  have 
often  written,  and  with  .>o  nnich  impatience  expected  your  iOiswer. 
I  must  withall  confess  to  you  I  am  farr  disappointed  of  my  hope 
in  that  matter,  for  having  very  justly  heretofore  from  the  former 
difference  of  your  judgement  and  prinoijjles  from  your  friends, 
collected  that  more  might  be  expected  from  you  than  from  him, 
I  cannot  comprehend  upon  what  ground  it  can  be  that  you  now 
fall  short  of  the  length  he  comes,  nor  will  I  urge  to  know  it, 
seeing  it  may  not  be  without  divulging  your  friend's  secret, 
whereof  it  is  not   titt  for  me   to  be  inquisitive.      But  as  to    that 
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wliifh  yon  say  (that  the  paper  bcin^-  so  iiuich  against  your  sense 
and  his,  you  tliiiik  it  unreasonable  that  your  signing  of  it  should 
!)e  })ubliek  and  the  salvo  should  be  latent),  give  me  leave  to 
remind  you  of  -what  you  have  often  professed,  that  no  eonsidt- ra- 
tion did  hinder  you  to  do  it,  but  merely  point  of  conscienee  ;  and 
if  so,  what  need  tht-rc  should  be  to  have  the  salvo  publick  is  more 
than  1  can  understand.  But  this  or  any  thing  else  that  1  can  say 
I  doubt  will  be  to  little  purjjose,  seeing  that  worthy  person 
(Dalrymple)  can  neither  with  his  jjcrsnasion  nor  his  example  prevail 
with  you  ;  tht-refore  I  shall  forbear  farther  contending  with  your 
resolution;  only  as  a  last  means,  I  shall  intrcat  you  to  peruse  t^\o 
little  books  which  1  have  sent  you  by  oin-  cosen  (Home  of)  Wed- 
dcrbxn-ne,  and  if  they  do  not  convince  you  1  shall  despair  of  it. 

As  for  the  king's  inclination,  touching  the  laws  enacted  by  the 
parliament  in  order  to  conformity,  1  am  not  able  farther  to  inform 
you,  than  I  have  often  said,  that  I  know  he  is  not  of  a  nature  to 
use  severity  with  anv  man  in  point  of  tender  conscience ;  but 
how  farr  he  may  be  disposed  to  grant  any  indulgence  or  dispensa- 
tion from  the  obedience  of  those  laws,  is  more  than  I  know. 
Your  friend  (Dalrymple)  may  possibly  know  more  than  I,  having,  at 
his  being  here  been  intimately  concerned  with  my  Lord  Lander- 
dale,  who  is  best  able  to  inform  him.  And  now  that  I  name 
that  Lord,  I  must  let  you  know  that  of  late,  having  occasion  to 
speak  with  him,  he  told  me  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  you  were 
not  likely  to  comply,  and  wished  me  to  use  all  possible  means  to 
persuade  you  to  it,  promising  to  keep  the  door  open  for  you  as 
long  as  he  could.  And  indeed  I  see  no  great  haste  is  made  to  fill 
any  of  the  vacant  })laces,  nor  doe  I  hear  whom  they  mean  to  })ut 
in  them.  As  for  that  person  whom  you  wished  to  be  your  suc- 
cessor, there  is  no  expectation  for  him  though  all  these  ])laces 
Were  voyde,  the  resolution  being  unalterably  taken  to  fill  all  with 
lawyers,  accordhig  to  the  constant  jiractice  of  this  cuntrie 
(England),  which  is  undoubtedly  more  fitt. 

With  hearty  wishes  of  happy  success  both  to  your  lady  in  a 
safe  delivery, 1  and  to  your  daughter-  in  her  marriage,  1  remain 
ever,  &c.  \-c.  A.   FIume.  * 


'  Birth  of  his  son  Charlo. 

-  Christian,  married  to  Charles  Kr.-,kinc  of  Alva. 

^  This  lengthy  correspondence,  on  the  iio.-itions  taken  by  Sir  James  Dalrymple 
and  Sir  James  Dundas  in  reference  to  tlie  question  of  the  Declaration,  is  >ome- 
vvhat  tciious.  But  as  the  letters  are  of  considerable  historical  value,  it  ha~  been 
Considered  better  to  priiit  them  in  full. 
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Xeither  the  "'two  little  books,"  whatever  they  may  ],ave 
been,  nor  tlie  cxyjression  of  Lord  Laudei'dale's  desire  to  >erve 
him.  hi'.d  any  influence  on  Dimdas,  who  stt-adtastly  adliLTcd  to 
his  resolution,  and  rctircil  to  private  life. 

Sir  James  Dundas  was  thrice  married.  His  first  wife  was 
:\Iarion,  dauo-hter  of  Robert,  Lord  Boyd.  Of  this  marriage 
four  children  were  born  :— Robert,  known,  as  a  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Session,  as  the  second  Lord  Arniston  ;  ]\Iary,  wife  of 
Sir  J.  Home  of  Rlackadder ;  Christian,  wife  of  Sir  Charles 
Erskine  of  Alva;  anrl  Katiierine,  wife  of  the  Hon.  Sir  J. 
Dalryn)ple  of  Rorthwick.  His  second  wife  was  Janet,  dau^diter 
of  Sir  Adam  He])burn  of  Humbie,  and  widow  of  Sir  John 
Cockburn  of  Ormiston.  Tiie  children  of  this  n)arria«;e  were  : — 
James,  from  whom  the  Hundases  of  ]>eechwood  are  descended  ; 
Alexander,  and  Charles.  His  second  .vpouse  died  in  1663  :  and 
in  tlie  followinp;  year.  Sir  James  married,  tliirdly,  Helen, 
daugiiter  of  Sir  James  Skene,  President  of  the  Court  of 
Session,  and  widow  of  Sir  Charles  Erskine  of  Alva. 

The  following  letter  is  from  Sir  Ja)nes"s  friend  and  cousin, 
Sir  Alexander  Hume,  giving  an  account  of  his  son  Robert, 
afterwards  t!ie  second  Lord  Arniston,  then  a  youth  returning 
from  his  travels;  also  condoling  with  Sir  James  on  the  death 
of  his  stconel  wife  : —  .     i"  '. 

Snt  Alexaxdkk    Mime  to  Sui  Ja.mk>  Dundas. 

llA-NrioN  Court,  4  jn.y  i::^;. 
Mv  Lord,— I  could  not  let  this  bearer  '  i;<>e  without  a  letter, 
though  I  have  little  subject  left  for  one,  having  at  length  dis- 
coursed with  hini  of  everything  that  I  could  write  ;  unlesse  it  be 
of  the  good  opinion  I  have  of  him,  which  1  could  not  exjire-^  to 
himself  without  oft'endiiii;-  his  modesty,  for  really  it  was  maeh  joy 
to  me  to  finde  him  so  well  (]ualifyed,  beiii,i>  (if  my  interest  in  him 
do  not  much  deceive  me)  a  discreet  ami  knowing  gentleman, 
without  \ice  or  vanity,  and  I  am  very  confident  lie  will  give  you 
cause  to  think  his  time  and  your  money  iinjiloyed  in  his  travells 
well  bestowed,  and  that  his  comjiany  will  in  a  t>reat  measure 
lessen  that  atHiction  which  it  jWeased  Ciod  of  late  to  lay  ujvm  you, 
by  taking  from  you  a  deser\iii(;-  lady;  which  sad  losse  1  had 
sooner  condoled  with  vou  if  1  had  known  it,  which  I  did  not  untill 


'   Robert  Duiulas. 
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1  saw  your  sone  f^oc  in  mouiiiinn'  for  her  ;  on  which  sul)jcct  I  can 
say  nothini;^  as  to  3'onrsclf,  but  that  I  know  you  arc  so  <.»()(k1  a 
C'hrislian  as  to  suhniitt  to  tlie  oood  pleasure  oi'  God  ;  and  as  to 
myself  I  Jiope  you  ch)  bcUeve  that  whatsoever  befalls  you,  I 
receive  it  with  such  a  sense  as  becomes  the  friendshij)  I  owe  you 
as,  DH"  Lord,  your  most  aHectionat  cosen  and  lunuble  servant, 

A.     IIlMK. 


In  tlie  early  jjart  of  tlie  year  1679,  Sir  James's  ilaugliter 
Katherine  Avas  married  to  James  J)alrvniple,  one  of  tiie  })i-inei]Kil 
C'lerks  of  the  Court  of  Session,  antl  second  son  of  his  frienti 
Sir  James  ])ah-vni])le,  afterwards  Lord  Stair.  Tlie  conti'act  of 
inarriao-e  i^  dated  the  2d  of  Janiuiry  1()79.  On  the  ])cirt  of 
the  bridecrooni  the  eonsenting  parties  are  his  father,  Sir  James 
■])alrym})le,  ami  his  mother,  Dame  Margaret  Koss.  'J'he  bride- 
groom's mother,  it  is  ])erhaps  unnecessary  to  remind  the  reader, 
was  the  '••  1-atlv  Ashton "  of  Sir  AValter  Scott's  Bride  of 
Launitoinoor ;  and  it  is  curious  to  notice  that  one  of  the 
witnesses  to  the  contract  is  "  David  ])unbar,  younger  of 
Bakloon,"  who  appears  in  that  celebrated  novel  as  "  Bucklaw," 
the  unlucky  husband  of  Lucy  Ashton. 

Another  of  the  witnesses  is  Sir  George  ^Mackenzie  of  llose- 
haugh,  who  was,  at  this  time,  Lonl  Advocate,  and  dee])ly 
engaged  in  the  ])ersecutions,  from  which  he  earned  his  name 
of  the  "  Bloody  ^Mackenzie.''''  His  presence  on  this  occasion 
shov>s  that  Sir  James  Dundas  had  not  suffered  from  his  refu>al 
to  renounce  the  Covenants,  and  was  on  terms  of  intimate 
friendship  with  the  n)embers  of  the  ruling  partv  in  Scotland. 

A  periotl  of  greater  trial  was,  however,  at  hand  lor  the 
people  of  Scotland  ;  and  the  time  was  now  rapidlv  approacli- 
ing  when  the  passing  of  the  Test  ^Vct  \\as  to  dri\e  Sii-  James 
Dalrymple  into  exile,  and  to  furnish  the  pretext  on  whicli 
Argyll  was  sentenced  to  death.  But  Dundas  was  not  tlestineil 
to  witness  these  events  ;  for,  not  long  after  his  daughter's 
marriage,  he  died  at  Arniston,  in  October  1679,  leaving- 
behind  him  the  well-earned  re})utation  of  one  who,  at  a  time 
wjien  principles  were  put  to  the  scA'erest  test,  had  pro\eii 
himself  a  resolute  and  conscientious  man. 

I'he  heraldic  ]>aintefs  account  for  work  done  at  the 
tuneral  of  Sir  Janas  Dtuuias  has  been   preserved.      It  consist^ 
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of  llie  customary  itons  of  a  lar<i;c  coat-of-arnis,  etc.,  smaller 
sl)iel(ls  for  the  deconitioii  of  the  coffin,  trmiipets,  and  hearse. 
Tlie  ornaments  of  the  coffin  likewise  included  a  headpiece  and 
\vreatli  to  j)lace  on  its  head.  The  doors  of  the  burial-place 
(yle,  aisle)  were  blackened,  and  had  end)lematic  tears  ])ainted 
on  tliem.  'Die  cost  of  this  funeral  painter-work  amounted  to 
/*98  Scots,  a  considerable  sum  for  those  days. 

Sir  James  was  succeeded  in  the  estate  of  Arniston  by  his 
son  Robert,  wlio  occuj)ied  a  seat  on  the  bencli  in  days 
ha})])ier  than  those  in  which  his  father  lived. 


a-'  ^^-mtJxM^t^^^-n^ 


CIIArTKH   V. 

'J'Hi:    SECOND    I.O]{D    AKNlSTOX. 

From  ilie  tleatli  of  Sir  James  Duiulas,  in  1679,  inilil  the 
year  ICSS,  there  a])})ears  to  he  a  hlaiik  in  the  reconls  of  th.e 
Arniston  family.  I\fore()\er,  tiiere  are  no  letters  in  the  eh;irU-r- 
rooni  at  Arniston  for  the  ])erio(l  from  K){)T  till  171T.  Tins 
want  is,  to  some  extent,  supplied  hy  a  manuseript  written  hy 
liohert  Dumlas  (the  great-<;-ranclson  of  the  seeond  Lord 
Arniston),  who  was  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  Scotland  at  the 
begimiin<T  of  the  j^rcsent  century,  and  wlio  found  time  to  com- 
pose an  interestinij^  account  of  various  matters  connected  witli 
the  family  estate. 

It  appears  that  Kobert  Dundas,  son  of  Sir  James  Dundas 
and  ]Marion,  daughter  of  Lortl  Boyd,  was  living  abroail  during 
the  years  which  innnediately  preceded  the  Bevolution.  He 
returned  to  Scotland  as  a  sujijiorter  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  was  chosen  one  of  the  members  of  Barliament  for  ^lid- 
lothian  in  1089,  a  po>ition  which  he  continued  to  hohl  until 
the  ])assing  of  the  Act  of  Union. 

In  Scotland  the  active  pursuit  of  })olitics  had  always  been 
thought  compatible  with  the  performance  of  judicial  tluties  ; 
and  Dundas  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Session  on 
the  1st  of  November  1689. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  proprietors  in  Scotland  begr.u  to 
improve  their  houses  and  grounti--.  Trees  wure  l)eing  j.-lantcd.. 
to  a  considerable  extent,  round  mansions  ami  farm-'' toane>, 
and  enclosures  wtre  designed  as  well  for  ornament  as  for  the 
protection  of  stock.  [Mansions  were  rebuilt  or  enlarged, 
g.u-dens  and  pleasure-grounds  were  formed,  and  jiulilic  ro.uis 
were  removed  to  a  greater  distance  from  the  pleasure-ground-. 
Scotch   lairds   who    had    been    re-«idini;-   abroad   during   the    last 
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vears  of  tlie  Stuart  dvnastv,  returned  lionie  with  iniiK'iN  im- 
])rove(l  by  tii^te  and  cultiNation,  aecjuired  on  tlie  Continent, 
and  de\()ted  themselves  to  the  adornment  of  tlieir  h.ouses 
and  to  the  ini])ro\enient  of  tlieir  estates.^ 

The  followin^^  aeeount  of  the  chanj^-es  made  at  Arniston  is 
taken  from  the  n)anuseri})t  of  tlie  Chief  Baron  : — 


N Aim  AT  If  E  OF  THE  JMEROFEMEXTS  AT  AEXISTOX, 
FiioM  TIM.:  MS.   liv  Tin:  Chief  Bauox  Dixdas. 

"  The  old  ^lanor-honse  of  Arnistoun  was  situated  exactlv 
where  the  j'l'usent  house  stnntls  ;  the  Oak-room  a'.id  vavdt- 
beneath,  beinii;  part  of  the  old  building-.  'J'lie  vault  bt-neath 
the  east  end  of  the  Oak-room  ^as  the  });irlour  or  eatinii'-ioom 
of  my  o-reat-gTandfather,  Lord  Arniston.  The  Oak-room  was 
then  divided  into  two  apartments,  one  a  tlinin<i;-n)oni  ii^ed  onlv 
on  great  davs,  and  the  other  the  })rinei})al  bc^droom  for  strani!.X'r> 
of  distinetion  visiting  the  familv.  The  house  was  enelo>ed 
by  a  stone  \\all  to  tlie  north.  ^NTy  great-gi-andfather.  Lord 
Arniston,  died  in  1T!26,  and  his  son  before  his  death,  either 
began  to  build  the  new  b<nise  from  a  design  by  old  llobert 
Adam,  or  at  least  took  down  ])art  of  the  old  ehateau,  with  tht- 
view  of  preparing  for  it.  1  was  told  by  mv  father,  who  was 
then  about  ele\en  or  twelve  years  of  age,  that  on  pull- 
ing down  the  high  wall,  whieh  enelosed  the  house  to  the  north, 
they  discovered  that  the  sea  was  to  be  seen  from  the  v>  indo^\-. 
and  having  notiiled  this  to  the  old  man,  he  would  not  l)elie\e 
the  fact  till  lie  was  carried  to  the  room  for  tlie  ])uipo>e  of 
satisfving  his  ow  n  eves. 

"The  garden  of  the  old  house  was  innnediatelv  c(»ritiguous 
to  it,  on  the  south  and  east  fronts  of  the  })resent  h(>u^e.  and 
in  front  of  the  present  stables,  stable-court,  anil  cow-house  ; 
all  beyond  or  without  this  was  corn  or  tlie  croft  laml  of 
Arniston. 

"The  road  from  Edinburgh  to  the  south  was  by  Carrington, 
Arniston,  Esperston,  and  thence  through  the  Outerston  Ab)ss 
over  the  hill  into  Ileriot  AVater,  and  bv  Deuar  and  Innerleithen 
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to  Traquair.  Lord  Traquair,^  when  Chancellor  of  Scotland, 
built,  it  is  said,  at  his  ov.n  expense,  the  bridge  across  the  river 
at  the  foot  of  the  bank  below  the  meeting  of  the  Temple  nnd 
Carrington  waters,  which  1  am  now  (1811)  pulling  down.- 
By  old  peo)ilc  the  bridge  was  always  called  Traquair's  liridge, 
Ids  Lordslii])  always  riding  through  this  road  to  Edinburgh. 
The  path  up  the  brae  is  still  to  ])e  discerned.     In  some  old 
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ANXIENT    UAK-IKEK    WillCII    la    bAIl)    TO    HAVK    MAKKEU    THE    BOUNDARY 
KETWF.EN    IHE    ENCLOSUKE.S    AXU   CORN-LAND    OF    ARNISTON. 

book,  I  have  seen "'  Esperston  marked  as  the  first  stage  from 
Edinburgli,  or  the  road  to  tlie  south  country.  Outerston 
and  Esperston  were  then  large  Toic/i-s,  or  hamlets,  each  con- 
taining a  considerable  number  of  inhal)itants,  most  of  wliom 
kept  pack-horses,  on  which  tiiey  carrietl  tlie  lime  burnt  in 
great  quantities  on  these  lands,  to  all  the  neighbouring  country. 


^  Fiiit  Earl  of  Traquair  ;  creation  162S. 
-  The  piers  of  the  bridge  are  still  standing,  iSSo. 

^  Tradition    still     marks     the    site    of    the    inn    and    Iilacksniith's    forge    at 
Ksperston — about  sixty  yards  to  the  jouth  of  the  present  farm-house. 
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"'J'he  public  road  tlieu  })assecl  close  by  the  old  house  of 
Arniston,  and  tlience  branched  off  to  the  eastwards  towards  Stob- 
hill  and  Borthwick.  Its  direction  from  Traquair's  Ih-idge  was 
up  the  hollow  jiatli,  through  the  south  lawn,  along  the  green 
walk  from  the  Grotto,  through  the  present  greenhouse  and 
dairy,  and  thence  round  the  front  of  the  present  house  into  the 
Edinburgh  a})proach,  under  the  double  row  of  ancient  jilanes 
and  ashes,  at  tiie  end  of  which  it  took  its  direction  to  the  east 
along  the  ridge  of  the  north-east  lawn,  through  Lawrence  Law 


TllE    HAMLKr    OK   OUTF.RSION. 
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the  lime  on  />iu-k-korses  through  the  sun 
Estate  Ma/',  1750. 


'.ii:g,  iLvaving;  lintc-burnins:,  and  carrying 
cndins  country— Enlarged  j>o/n  Arnistci. 


park,  bv  an  old  ash-tree  still  standing,  along  Birkenside,  where 
a  farm-house  stood,  and  thence  eastwards  near  to  Harvieston 
House,  slanting  diagonally  through  Harvieston  south  park, 
and  downwards  to  Catcune  ]\Iill,  and  thence  by  the  present 
footpath  ])etween  Catcune  and  Ilaughead,  up  the  water-side, 
under  the  row  of  plane-trees  to  Borthwick.  This,  before  the 
formation  of  the  turnpike  road  in  1753,  was  the  only  kirkroad, 
and  niv  grandfather's  and  father's  coach  always  went  that 
wav.     I   remember,  when  a  child,   the  diagonal  road  tlu-ough 
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tliL'  south  }iark  of  Ilarviestou  ;  aiul  I  liave  re[K'ate(lly  ridden  to 
chiiirh  on  niv  j)OJiy  that  way.  I  remember,  to  iiiv  great  ']o\-^ 
•rotting;  leave  on  one  oecasit)i)  to  ride  (tlie  first  time  I  rode  -o 
lur)  with  tlie  old  and  respectable  Karl  of  Iviniioull^  and  Lord 
]\Ielville,  then  ]\rr.  Henry  Dundas,  to  Bortlnvick  Kirk,  while 
mv  father  antl   tlie  re>t  of   the  family  went   in  the  coach   bv 
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Torcraik.  About  this  period  it  was  shut  up  as  a  bridle  n';id 
by  connnon  consent,  and  restricted  to  a  footpath  for  tlie 
inhabitants  of  Arniston,  Siiank,  ami  Harvieston  going  to  churcli, 
and  as  such  it  is  still  used.  It  is  neces.sary  to  state  what  trees 
existed  around  the  old  house  of  Arniston  jirior  to  Lord 
Arniston's  return  from  Holland  in  IGHS." 


Thomas,  eighlh  E.irl  of  Kinnoull. 
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The  ]\IS.  then  i;ivL's,  in  luiiuite  detail,  the  ]K)siti()ii,  si/e,  :iml 
age  of  a  mmi])er  i)f  the  tree>  on  tlie  grounds  of  Arniston  ;  hut 
tliese  details  would  lie  of  no  interest  to  tlie  reailer.  The  narra- 
tive next  gOL's  on  to  descrihe 

"  The  fauious  Ash-tree   in  the  Orehartl,  of  whieh  it  is  riirht 


.--r-  V 


^.r- 


V 


.  /,,<- 


H-^  -<4 


■t,  ^- 


PHE  ASII-TREE. 


I  should  gi\e  some  deseri])tion.  A  drawing  of  this  tree  was 
made  l)_v  my  worthy  friend,  the  present  llarl  of  Mort<ai,  about 
the  war  17',)12,  wIilmi  he  did  me  the  honour  of  passing  a  few 
days  with  me  at  .Arni>ton.  It  then  measured  at  its  base,  elose 
to  the  grounii,  thirty  feet  in  eircumferfuee.  At  the  height  of 
al)out  six  feet  it  divided  into  eight,  or  I  think  nine,  ditlereiit 
limhs,  e.K-h.  ol*  them  l.irge  ;mu1  loftv,  and  sutfieient  to  ha\e  each 
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at  tract ed  notice,  if  separate,  as  fine  timber.  Three  or  four 
jiersous  could  liave  stood  witb.out  inconvenience  in  the  centre 
where  the  limbs  diverged.  One  storm  of  wind,  in  winter  179-3, 
threw  down  four  of  the  limits,  and  it  was  then  discovered  wjmt 
was  long  sus]:)ected,  tliat  the  trunk  was  rotten  and  entirely 
gone,  Hie  bark  and  a  plate  of  tlie  external  wood  only  being- 
sound  ;  the  remainder  entirely  wasted  and  hollow,  Anotlier 
stormy  day,  in  winter  ITOl-,  completed  the  destruction,  and 
levelled  all  the  remaining  lind)s  to  the  ground.  The  timber  of 
these  was  in  general  sound,  and,  even  at  the  lov,  piices  then 
j);ud,  brought  at  a  sale  i'oO.  Tlie  age  of  this  tree  and  its  earlv 
history  are  unknown.  It  stood  also  iu  what  was  originally 
the  croft  oi'  corn-held  of  .\rniston.  It  cainiot  liave  l)een  less 
than  tluee  hundred  years  old,  not  only  iVom  its  size,  ami  the 
circumstances  of  its  appearance  above  detailed,  but  that  m\' 
great-grandfather  who,  previous  to  the  Re\olution  of  168S. 
passed  his  life  abroatl  and  returned  with  King  William,  had  a 
bencli  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  trunk,  where  every  tlay  in 
sunnner  he  in  his  old  age  used  to  sit  and  amuse  himself  in 
reading,  cliiefly,  as  1  was  told  by  my  father,  Italian  books,  of 
which  he  was  fond,  and  the  Pastor  F'ulo.  which  was  a  peculiar 
favourite.  This  was  lietwixt  1690  and  IT^o,  ami,  as  far  as  my 
father's  observation  carried  liim,  no  change  but  towards  decav 
had  occurred  for  eighty  years  afterwartls.  If  I  trace  in  ima- 
gination the  s])i-inging  of  this  seedling  from  the  earth  to 
some  such  accidental  cause  as  Cowper  has  done  in  the  beautiful 
lines  on  the  ancient  and  decayed  oak,  ami  its  date  to  the 
year  1450,  the  reign  of  the  first  James,  I  cannot  believe  myself 
nuich  mistaken. 

"  IMy  grandfather,  the  first  Lord  President  Arni>ton,  was 
naturally  vain  of  this  tree,  anil  of  showing  it  to  hi>  gue-^ts. 
AVhen  he  was  named  President  in  174T,  the  ^Magistrates  and 
Council  of  Kdinburgh  came  out  to  congratulate  him  on  hi- 
uppointment,  and  dined  with  him.  Before  diinier  he  walked 
them  out  in  the  garden  to  the  xVsh  Tree.  Deacon  Milroy — I 
think  that  was  the  name— a  house  carpenter,  after  admiring  anil 
examining  it  with  attention,  told  his  Lordshi])  there  were  at 
least  .  .  .  feet  of  timber  in  it,  and  that  he  would  give  him  -P  .  .  . 
for  the  tree.  'I  would  rather,'  replied  1  is  L<jrdship,  'see  you 
liung  or.  its  topmost  liraneh.*     A  small  piece  of  the  trunk   still 
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remains  (l«sn)  as  a  iiieuun-ia]  of  tlie  original.  I  t-aused  iiiv 
son  Robei-l,  on  the  J2d  April  1<S09,  to  ])]ant  an  oak-tree  now 
growing  there,  produced  from  an  acorn  of  the  famous  Green.- 
dale    oak     in     Welhi-rk     Park,    Xottiuiiliamshire,    wliirh     mv 


4-. 


^■^fe 


REEtH    A\  LNLF. 


respected  friend  the  Duke  of  Portland  gave  me  in  ISOo,  and 
whicli,  with  about  twenty  others,  1  sowed  in  tlie  garcien  and 
transplanted  to  this  and  other  situations  to  he  hereafter 
mentioned. 

"  In  1{)9()  the  r'arl  of  Tweeddalc,  wjio  \\as  a  })artic(.dar  friund 
of  Lord   .Vrni^ton"s.  ;uid  with  wliom   he  agreed  in  polities,  wa> 


,6SS,]  IMPROVKM]',NTS  AT  AUXISTOX.  49 

fiiiploved  in  forming  tlie  planiations  iit  Yester,  ami  in  planting 
the  buslies  wliicli  are  now  sucli  noble  trees,  wlien  Lord  Arniston 
liipjicnid  to  })ay  liini  a  vi^it.  On  retiu-uing  hoini.'  lie  ua\'e 
Lord  Arnivton  tliirtv  \nx\-\i  plants  and  an  ehn,  which  were 
hroiight  over  behind  the  servant  in  the  portmanteau,  and 
j)lanteil  along  the  side  of  the  cow-}}ark  dvke,  where,  Avitli  the 
e\ee})tion  of  a  few  now  to  be  cut,  they  still  remain,  and  aie  in 
general  fine  tind)er.  Aly  father  thouglit  they  nui.>t  have 
heen  cut  o\er  when  ])lantetl,  otherwise  thev  could  not  have 
a^^u^^ed  tlie  sha})es  they  generally  have  done.  'J'hese  trees 
>tand  on  tlie  west  sitle  of  the  roatl  and  dvke  fronting  the 
garden. 

"His  Lordship  also  formed  the  bowling-green  east  of  the 
present  house,  and  planted  the  large  spruee-tir  still  standing- 
there,  though  now  in  a  state  of  decay,  and  much  altered  in  my 
remembrance.  Another  s])ruee  of  the  same  age,  though  not 
(juite  so  large,  stood  opjiosite,  and  near  to  the  middle  door  of 
the  cow-house.  I  remeinljer  it  ])erfectlv.  It  was  blown  down 
about  1766.  I\Iv  brother  ami  I  had  a  small  garden  near  to  it> 
root,  ^vhere  we  anuised  ourselves  when  chihlren.  A  row  of 
hollies  were  also  planti-d  in  the  line  of  these  two  spruce-firs, 
and  two  (trhor  I'ifii'  at  the  end  of  each  row  next  to  the  hou>e. 
One  of  these  still  stands.^  The  other  arhor  vitac  was  blown 
up  bv  the  roots  in  1766.  Two  large  hollies  also  stood  withiin 
the  wall  of  the  pre.sent  stable-yard,  near  the  cistern  :  these 
gradually  decayed,  and  died  away  about  1780.  Those  in  the 
i)owling-green  my  mother  did  not  like,  and  prevaileil  on  my 
father  to  cut  down,  one  excepted,  sometime  aboLit  l'60--at 
least  I  do  not  remember  them;  and  for  this  the  late  Lord 
Kames  has  celebrated  either  her  good  or  bad  taste  in  his  work 
entitled  Sketches  of  the  History  (>f  Man.  The  remaining  hollv 
stood  till  1786,  when,  one  frostv  morning,  some  of  the  sheej) 
fi^tened  on.  it,  and,  before  they  were  observetl,  had  eaten  oil' all 
the  bark  from  the  rocjt  upwanls  as  far  as  thev  couhl  reach.  I 
had  it  plastered  rountl,  and  as  well  secured  as  possible,  but  in 
vain — it  died  in  the  course  of  the  vear." 


^  This  tree,  one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  ScotUinil,  was  takers 
tlown  in  1S60,  being  quite  decayeil. 
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The  first  inarkfd  athaiice  in  the  improvcnieut  of  tlie  Low- 
lands of  Scotland  may  ])e  said  to  date  from  the  settlement  of 
the  eouutiT  afUr  thf  JlevoUition  of  IGSS.  A  few  vears  lat.r, 
in  IGOo,  an  Act  for  the  th'\ision  of  run-riu"  lands  was  })a.s>ed 
—a  most  necessary  measure  ;  and  in  the  same  vear  an  Act 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  ex])ortation  of  Aictual  was  also 
passetl. 

Statute  labour,  for  the  better  repair  of  the  roails,  liaci  been 
introduced  a  {'c\v  years  previously,  in  1()69,  and  in  Midlotliian, 
at  all  events,  the  trallic  was  carried  on  ])\  wheeled  carts.  In 
tlie  Arniston  accounts  the  entries  for  jnnnients  to  the  wlieel- 
wright  for  cait-wheels  are  fre([uen.t,  as  are  likewise  })avment>  for 
liired  cartages  of  stone,  lime,  and  otlier  materials,  but  no 
allusion  is  eve)-  made  to  pack-horse  loads. 

The  wages  of  farm  servants  continued  to  be  jxiid  in  grain  ; 
the  .she})herd,  smitii,  wright.  and  even  *' Ihe  I)edall,"  figiu-ing 
in  the  factor's  books  for  so  many  bolls  of  oats. 

The  land  for  the  most  part  was  tilled  upon  the  in-tield  and 
out-tleld  system,  though  an  improveii  rotation  of  crojijiing  v.as 
being  iidroduced.  On  the  better  descriptions  of  in-titdil  land 
the  following  course  was  ad(}j)ted  : — 

1.  Barley  or  wheat,  dunged.  3.  Oats.  ■       > 

2.  Oats.  4.   Pease. 

The  out-lield  was  used  as  the  eommon  ])asture  for  live  stock 
of  all  sorts.  The  portion  of  it  under  till.ige  for  the  tinu-  being 
was  enclosed  within  ttn-f  dykes,  and  dimged  by  havirig  the 
sheep  folded  within  the  enelosiu'es  at  night.  The  rotation 
on  which  the  out-lield  was  croj)ped  was  three  or  four  crops 
of  oats  in  succession,  followed  bv  from  foin-  to  six  vcars" 
rest. 

Among  the  p;i])ers  in  the  Arniston  charter-room  i>  tlie 
balance-slieet  for  ci-oj)  IfiOD  of  the  lands  of  Howburn,  a  farm — 
at  the  foot  of  the:Moorf)ot  Hills— of  a])out  V20  acres  of  ara1)le 
land,  and  about  400  of  hill  pasture,  river  banks,  and  nio-s. 
A  copy  of  this  balance-sheet  is  given  in  the  note  on  the  fnUow- 
ing  page,  and  is  interesting  as  showing  the  stvle  of  fu-ming 
and  the  j)rices  realised  on  a  Midlothian  hill  fu-m  in  KiOO. 
Of  the   aralile   land    only  about   ilO  acres  were   /ii/ichh  or   in 
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ivi;iil;ir  c'ulti\;iti()n,  the  reniaiiulLT  l)eing  l)i-()ken   uj)   in   small 
IjaU'hi's  froin  time  to  time.^ 

JJesidi's    the    im[)i-()vemeiits   earried   out   hy   iiulividual    jiro- 
jirietors  in  ^lidlothiau,  the  couiitA  ol)taiiie(l  a  Turn})ike  Acl  in 


£  Scot^. 

^liiprimis  the  rent  fonii- 
erly  paid  by  the  tenant 
was,     ....      260 

Item,  the  parson's  teind 
was,     ....       66 

Item,   the    vicarage    teind 


Item,  there  \\i!i  be  u>ed 
for  30  pints  of  tar  yearK  , 
at4>.. 

Item    for    )6    pounds    of 

■     butter. 

Item  for  interest  of /"1333 
feir  ^tocking^  the  farm,    . 

Item  for  7  bolls  oats,  at 
£\  per  boil,  2  bolls 
pease  at  ^6  as  the  herd's 
boll,     .... 

Item  for  16  bolls  of  oats, 
2  bolls  pease,  i  boll 
bere,  for  a  double  hynd's 
boll,     ,         .         .'       . 


600 
1200 
So     o     o 


Total     {£  Scots),    £,y:)9     (1     o 


\  Imprimis  for  25  stone  of 
j  -  wool  as  the  produce  of 
'  15  score  of  sheep,  12 
\        lleeces  to  the  stone,  at 

^4  per  stone, 

'    Item,    there    may    be    60 

j       ewes  casten  every  }ear, 

I        which  being  better  than 

ordinary  croaks,  because 

not  very  old,  for  it  w  ill 

not  be  proper   to  keep 

them  above  three  or  four 

yeais  ujion  the  ground, 

6oewe5ati:2,  3s., 

Item  for  the  milk  of  nine 

score  ewfs,  at  6s. , 
Item  for  five  score  of 
lambs,  at  £\  jier  head, 
the  other  four  score 
being  allowed  in  place 
of  the  60  ewes  to  be 
Sold  as  above, 
item  for  20  neats'  grass  in 

the  moss,  at  £.2,   . 

Item    for    hay,     expenses 

paid,    .... 

Item   for   the    produce    of 

20     bolls     oa's     sown, 

counting  the  third  corn 

price  for  the  same,  gives 

40  bolls  as  product, 

Item  for  4  bolls  bere  sown, 

at  tlie   four  corn,  gi\  es 

12  bolls  product,  . 


/Sc 


100  o  o 
40  o  o 
60    o    o 


160    o    o 


72     o    o 

Total     (/:  Scots),    /721      o     n 


There  must  lie  necessarily  2  bolls  pease  sown  yearly,  but  we  can  count 
'•iithing  upon  the  profit,  because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  crojx 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  by  tliis  account,  the  herd  that  keeps  the  t^'elve- 
score  sheep  ujion  the  hill  and  the  lady's  ten-score  sheep  kept  upon  the  farm  is 
paid  ;  which  may  compensate  for  what  expense  may  be  for  the  maintenance  of 
'he  shearers  in  lime  of  harvest.  There  is  likewise  no  allowance  here  given  f  r 
t'le  upliolding  c.if  phnigh  and  jdough  pertinents. 
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1714,  and  made  a  f(iiuiiiL'iicenient  of  tlie  inaoniiicent  sysiem  of 
roac!-^.  by  v>-]uc]i  the  ca})ital  was  l)rt)uglit  into  (•oimmmication 
witli  every  jiafl;  of  the  k)ni.!;il<nii. 

Ill  1711  ail  incident  took  place  whicli  must  liave  tried 
J.,ord  Arniston"s  feelings,  as  a  sound  Whii;'  aiul  thorough-going 
supporter  of  the  House  of  IT;uiover.  His  eldest  son,  Janits, 
was  tlie  leading  s])irit  in  a  curious  c])isode  which  caused  con- 
siderable excitement  in  Scotland.  In  June  1711,  the  l)uc]ie>s 
of  Gordon,^  wife  of  George,  tii'st  Duke  of  Gordon,  ofi'ered  to 
the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  for  preservation  among  a  collection 
of  coins  in  the  possession  of  the  lacultv,  a  .Jacobite  med.al. 
The  medal  bore  on  one  side  Great  liritain  antl  Ireland,  with  a 
rieet  of  s]ii])s  coming  to  them,  and  the  motto  "Heddite;"  and 
on  tlie  other  side  the  Preteiuler's  heaii,  with  the  motto  "Ciijus 
est.''  A  dispute  arose  at  a  meeting  of  the  I'acultv  as  to 
whether  tliis  medal  shoulil  be  received  or  not.  AVe  havt-  no 
means  of  knowing  accurately  what  ha])pened  ;  but  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  an  acriinoniou-^  debate  took  })lace.  The 
Flij'ing  Post,  a  London  paj)er,  })ublishetl  an  account  of  the 
proceedings,  according  to  which  ]\Ir.  Robert  liennett,  Dt-an  of 
Faculty,  presented  the  meilal,  and,  in  doing  so,  said,  '•  Her 
Grace  sends,  as  a  ])resent  to  you,  the  medal  of  King  James 
VIII.,  whom  we  and  the  English  call  the  Pretender.  I  ho})e 
thanks  are  to  be  returned  for  it.''  Objections  were  at  once 
raised  to  receiving  the  medal,  and  it  was  proposed  to  return  it, 
on  the  ground  that  to  receive  it  would  be  to  "  throw  dirt  u])on 
the  face  of  the  Government."' - 

But  James  Dundas  made  a  very  strong  speech  in  favour  of 
receiving  the  medal,  and  thanking  the  Duchess  of  Gortlon  for 
sending  it.  He  ended  his  sj.ieech  by  saying.  "  13ut,  Dean  of 
Faculty,  what  needs  further  speech  .'  None  oppose  receiving 
the  meilal,  and  returning  thanks  to  her  Grace,  but  a  few  j^itiful 
scound)-el,  vermin,  and  mushrooms,  not  worthy  of  our  notice. 
Let  us,  therefore,  proceed  to  name  some  of  our  number  to 
return  our  hearty  thanks  to  the  Duchess  of  Gordon."  The 
vote  being  taken,  it  Mas  carried  by  a  majority  that  the  thinks 
of  the  Faculty  should  be  niven   to   the  Duchess,  and  that   ^Ir. 


'  The  first  Duclicss  of  Gordon,  Lady  Elizabeth  Howard,  daughter  of  Henry, 
sixth  DukeofNorfolic. 

=  7/u-  Flying  Post ;  or.  The  Postmaster,  ^"^,^~  1 71 1. 
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.lames  Diuidus  ami  a  Mr.  Horn  of  ^^'l.■,stllall  slioiild  represent 
tlie  l''acultv  on  ilie  oeeasit^n.  .Xeeordini;-  lo  TJic  IV///n^-  J*().\f, 
Dinulas,  in  jjeribrniini;-  iliis  duty,  took  ocTa>ion  to  saA,  '"  1  Ii(i])e, 
and  am  eontident.  so  do  my  constituents,  that  your  Graee  shall 
ha\e  very  soon  an  ojjportunitv  to  eomjiliment  the  Faeultv  with 
;i  second  medal,  struck  upon  the  llestoration  of  the  King  and 
Koyal  Family,  and  the  finishing-  Rebellion,  Usurping,  Tyrannv, 
and  AVhiggery.'"  The  records  of  the  Faeultv  are  absolutely 
.'^ilent  uj)on  the  subject  ;  ami  there  exist  no  means  oi'  knowing 
wliether  the  statements  of  7Vic  Flij'nig  Post  are  well  founded  ; 
but  tlie  Dean  of  Faculty  threatened,  in  the  colum!l^  of  the 
RdhiJjurgh  Cnrxttc,  to  ])rosecute  the  editor  for  publishing  false 
nev.-.s  ;  and  the  I'aculty,  at  a  special  meeting,  rejected  the  medal, 
and  })assed  a  resolution  declaring  their  lovalty  to  the  (^^ueen 
■and  the  Protestant  Succession. 

The  matter  would  sc^in  ha\e  been  forgotten  had  not  James 
Dundas  and  his  friends  composed,  and  sent  to  the  p)'inter,  a 
pamphlet  in  sup})ort  of  their  coiuluct  in  receiving  the  )nedal. 
This  found  its  way  into  the  hands  of  the  Govfrnment  ;  and 
orders  were  gi^•en  to  jirosecute  Dundas  on  a  charge  of  seilition. 
The  Government  Avas  not  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Lord  Advocate,  Sir  ]3avid  Dalrym))le.  He  was  summarilv 
dismis.sed  from  office;  and  Sir  James  Stewart  of  Goodtrees, 
who  had  previously  held  that  high  position,  was  reap'pointed 
in  his  place.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  l)alrym])le,  just  after  Ids 
dismissal,  that  we  last  hear  t)f  the  medal  which  had  caused  so 
much  tn)uble.  '"  I  have  this  famous  medal,"  he  writes  ow  the 
26th  of  September  1711,  "'and  shall  l)e  glad  to  recei\e  direc- 
tions to  whom  I  am  to  give  it  up."'  ^ 

Thej-e  are  no  letters  relating  to  the  affair  of  the  medal  in 
the  Arnistoii  collection.  The  subject  was  ])rol)a1)ly  an  un- 
pleasant one,  which  the  family  avoided  as  much  as  possi1)le. 
There  appears  to  h.ave  been  great  delay  in  bringing  on  the 
trial.  In  December  Lord  Ilav  writes  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
the  following  letter  :  - — 

Dccenib.  zG,  1711. 
Mv  Lono, — I  li;nc  taken  tlie  ]il)erty  to  ilelay  the  retuniinLT  an 
answer  to  your  Lordsliip's  letter  of  tlie   11^^',  till   I   should   iiear 


'  State  Papers,  Doniestir  (Scotl.xnd),  171 1,  Public  Record  Oflice. 

-'  li'iJ.      Archibald  CampuLll,  Earl  of  Hay,  and  afterwards  Duke  of  Ar-y'd. 


-  .54  AKXISTOX  MKMOIllS.  [1711. 

from  Scotland  of  what  had  passed  in  tliat  matter.  W'i  vii  1 
inform  your  Lordship  that  1  ha\c  the  honour  to  be  I're-^idv-.t  of 
the  C'mirt  before  whicli  M ''  ])inulass  is  to  ti'ved,^  1  hope  \  our 
Lord  !iij)  will  be  sensible  that  her  Majestie  has  commandcil  me 
onl\'  to  observe  in  i;enerall  t*)  }our  iJ'  wliixt  occurs  to  me  i:}ion 
that  sul\jeet.  There  is  an  a])pearanee  of  M''  Dundass  liii^ing 
acted  against  t!ie  (nnerment  in  a  very  exlraordinarv  naair.ier. 
What  the  law  may  determine  nj)on  those  facts  I  must  leave  to  the 
Court.  1]ut  admitting  those  facts  criminal,  as  stated  in  the  IiuHct- 
ment,  I  humbly  conceive  that  it  is  imi)Ossible  for  her  >Lije-tie's 
servants  here  to  gi\e  her  any  ])articular  ad\ice  in  the  fai-lher 
proceedii\i>'  in  that  matter,  unless  the  evidence  her  Majestie's 
Advocate  has  to  ])rove  the  allegations,  be  distinctly  lay'd  before 
them.  And  1  am  of  i)]iinion  that  if  th.e  })rosecution  should  h;ppen 
to  fail  ior  want  of  jjroof.  it  might  be  of  ])ad  consequence.  <S: 
encourage  other  dissalfeeled  persons  in  a  greater  degree  than  if 
the  Govermeiit  had  not  taken  any  notice  att  all  of  that  matter. 
I  am  informed  that  my  L(n-d  .\dvocate  has  lately  nuule  appIie;ition 
for  a  delay  of  the  trva.l  upon  th.e  account  of  his  indisposition.  \-  in 
order  to  get  sttme  ]i;i])ers  he  th.inks  n.eeesarv  for  the  carrvin:i  it 
on.  1  Avill  not  enter  into  the  reasonableness  of  the  delay  of  a 
tryal,  u\u>n  the  indisposition  of  the  Ad\()cate,  nor  whether  the 
jiapers  lie  wanted  might  not  have  been  found  sooner.  But  I  think 
nij^self  obliged  in  duty  to  observe  that  mniecessary  delays  in  trvalls 
cast  a  great  damp  upcm  them,  >Sc  very  often  the  speedy  administra- 
tion of  justice  has  more  etfeet  towards  deterring  ])ersons  from  crimes 
than  the  very  punishment  it  self.  These  are,  my  Lord,  my  humble 
thoughts  of  this  mattei'. — I  am,  my  Lord,  ^ith  all  respect,  vour 
Lordshi})'s  most  ob'*^  l^-  nu)st  humble  servant,  Ilav. 

It  was  not  till  ZVIareh  171^  tliat  James  Dundas  was  br.)i.-]it 
to  the  bar  of  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary,  at  Julinl-.Lirgli, 
when  the  Loid  .\dvoeate  [)rothieec!  an  order,  signed  by  l.nvd 
Dartmouth,  directing  him  to  prosecute.  T'he  followisig  letter 
describes  the  stage  whicJi  luu!  been  re.iched  at  that  d.'te  :  - — 

Sir  Ja:mes  Stewart  (Loud  Advocate)  to  Secuetarv  of  State. 

Kum:.,  ii//i  J/7;v:  171:!. 
May  it  i'lease  v''  Lo'', — 1  had   the  honour  of  a  letter  from  vou 


'  Lord   Ihy  had  succeeded  tlic  Earl  of  Crom.irly,  in   lyio,  a.-.  Lord  Ju?::ce- 
Cienera!  of  .Sculland. 

-  bt.'.te  Paperi,  Doine.^tic  (Scoll.iivn,  171-,  Pul.lic  Keeord  Ofnre. 


I  7i:^ 


1     I'ROCEEIMXGS  AGAINST  JAMlvS  DUNDAS. 


1"  the  ''7*''   I)c-*-eui^  last,  Nvbeiin   vou  aquaiiitod   me  that   wh-A    I 
,i,a  ^vri^concerninJ,  th.  process  rais.d  against  M''  Arnist.u.n  {V>r  his 
c-oulrndin-    to    have   a  luechil    of   tlic    pretenacr   ixc-ivcd    by   the 
I'.u.uUv   of  our  Advooats,  and  ior  his   caushi-   print    a   scandalous 
,,,„,p1det   eahed  the   Adrucal.s'  Lni/a/h/,  had   l)eeu   laid   before   tlie 
Oueen,  and  that  Her  Majesty  had  been  pleased   upon   the  reason^ 
r,.ftered  to  order  me  to  put  off  the  tryal  for  some  tyme,  as  1  hacj 
proposed.      In  obcdienee  to  ^vlheh  letter  I   did   put   off  that   tryal 
fairly  enouoh.  untill  Arnistoun   proved  so  oh^tmat   as  to  t,-,ke  out 
.,  writ  a-ainst  me  in  the  form  of  our  Court  re.piirino-  nie   to  m^.t 
within  sixtv  days,  c»r  othervvays  the  process  to  hdl.      Wherupon.  1 
beino-  imwiUin.o-  to  -ive  him  the  advaida-e  of  letting  the   proee-s 
fall   did,  bv  advice,  ohuse  rather  to  insist  and  discu^s  the  relevancy 
bvan  Interlocjutor  of  Court,  and   then   to   adjourn   the   ]n-obatum. 
\nd  tluis  we  have  tin.  day  (Uscussed  the  relevancy,  and  I  herexs  ith 
send    to    y'-    LoT'    both    mv    information    a-ainst    Arnistoun,    and 
Arni.touiVs     inforn.atiou    in    detence,    with    the    Interloqutor    ol 
Court  past  upon  the  Debate  ;  and  the  Court  as  to  the  probation 
is    adiourned    to    the    S'-^^    day   of  Aprile    next,    the    longvst   tune 
allowed  by  our  Act  of  Parliament.      But,  my    Lord,   here    is   my 
strait,  that  my  nmst  matereal  witnesses  as  to  the  pamphlet  are 
George    Lockluirt    of  Carnwath,  and  Sir  I)a^id    Dalrymple.  bot.^. 
Members  of  Parliament,  uoainst   whom  the   Court   could   one  no 
diligence.      And   thus  my  probation  as  to  the  pamphlet  must  lad. 
and'' even    as   to    the    medal    it    may   be    uncertain,    because    the 
lawyers  whom  I  have  cited  as  witnesses  are   now  almost   all  gone 
to  the    country,  it  being  vacation  with  us  untill   the   moneth  ot 
lune       It's  true  tho  I  should  be   necessitat  to  desert  the  process 
at  the  dav  appointed,  vet   the   Act   of   Parliament   allows  me    to 
recommence  it  upcm  forty  days  farder.      But  still   1   am  ur.ui  ung 
to  give  Arnistoun  th.at  advantage,  lest  he  and  others  should  abu^e 
itj^'and,  therfore,  I  must  humbly  entreat  y'"  I-op'  fi)r  direction  m 
this  matter.      For  if  I  shall  be  obliged  to  insist  in  my  proof  at  the^ 
day,  I  do  truly  fear  it  shall  fail  me,  which  would  be   a  matter  et 
tv.o  much  insulting.      And  if  I  forbear  at  the  day,  yet  the   p-roct-s 
will  fall,  which  will   also  be   of  ill   cmse.pieuce,  tho  I  may  recom- 
mence   it.       And,    therf.)re,    I    must    farder    adventure    w.th    ai 
submission  to  offer  my  own  opinion,  which   is  that   if  at  tli<-^fJ''y 
shall  find  that  my  proof,  and  witnesses  cannot  be  had  for  suihc-ent 
evidence,  I  would   inclin  to  let   the  i)rocess  rather  fall   tlian   tb.at 
the   defendant    should    be    dismissed.      But    for    the    honour    ana 
interest  of  the  Government  1  would  let  it  fall,  with  a  protest  th;it 
I    nun    recommence    it    so    soon    as    I    may    have    my    witnesses. 
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specially  these  two  Members  of  Parliament,  that  are  indeed 
necessary  witnesses. 

My  Lord,  I  have  endeavoured  to  represent  the  casse  as  ])lainly 
as  the  termes  of  our  law  allow,  and  I  hope  y''  Loi^  will  pereei\-e  mv 
most  sincere  desire  to  acjuit  my  sclfc  in  this  matter  as  I  oui^ht, 
and  will  therfore  let  me  have  the  orders  necessary.  It  is,  indeed, 
1^onle  rcleif  that  this  bussiness,  I  hope,  Avhich  at  fir.-.t  made  so 
much  noise,  is  now  so  iar  spent  that  Pier  Ma^*  Governni'  Mill  be 
the  less  concerned,  whiitever  he  the  issue. 

My  Lord,  I  wrote  to  y^'  Lo'-'  on  the  first  ins*  of  poor  Robert 
Fk-fvning's  casse,  under  sentence  of  death  for  foroery,  but  several 
tynies  reprived,  and  at  present  to  the  '2\^^  of  this  moneth.  that  it 
might  be  considered,  for  he  nnist  die  at  the  day  if  there  be  no 
remedy.— I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lop'  most  luunl)le  and  most  faith- 
full  ser\it'-.  Ja.  Stewart. 

After  this  the  proeee(Iin^i>-s  collajjsed  ;  and  tin's  unfortunate 
episode  was  tenninated  ])v  the  a])and()nnieiit  of  the  prosecu- 
tion. 

Escaped  from  the  danoers  of  a  State  trial,  James  Duntlas 
married,  in  tlie  following-  year,  ]\L'iry,  ehlest  ihuiuliter  of  Sir 
Alexander  IIo])e  of  Kerse,  Imt  ])rcdeceased  liis  father  without 
issue.  The  common  belief  in  ^lidlothian  was  that,  to  ])unish 
liis  di-loyalty,  James  Dundas  liad  been  ccmfined  in  a  strong- 
room at  Arniston  until  his  death  ! 

Tlie  reader  may  recollect  the  Twelfth  Chapter  of  The 
Ihini  nf  MtdJotlihoi,  in  which  Davie  Deans  states  his  objections 
to  the  acKoeates  ^\Il()m  Saddietrecs  proposes  to  retain  for  the 
defence  of  J^fiie  :  '"Weel,  Arniston  .'—there's  a  clever  chiekl 
for  ye  1'  said  Eartoliue,  tiiumphantly.  'Ay,  to  bring  I'opish 
mellaI^  in  till  their  very  library,  from  that  schismatic  woman 
in  the  north,  the  J)uchess  of  Gordon.""  It  is  most  unlikelv 
however,  that  any  such  words  would  ha\e  been  used  bv  an 
Edinl)urgh  citi/eu,  in  real  life,  for  the  '' Arni>ton ""  of  the  time 
at  which  Deaiis  is  supj)osed  to  speak  was  jxohert,  James 
Dundas's  l)rother,  then  just  about  to  become  a  judge. 

I'roni  this  time  until  his  death,  in  17^6,  tlie  life  of  Lord 
.\rui.stoii  was  une\entful.  He  had  marrieil,  earlv  in  life, 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  liobert  Sinclair  <}f  Stevenson  ;  and 
of  this  marriage  James  Dundas  was  the  eldest  son.  After  his 
death,  the  lh)pes  of  Lord   Ainisfon  were  centred   in  his  second 
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^()1I,  Robol,  wlio  cjuickh-  rose  to  a  liiii-li  ])o>itioii  at  Hie  h;\r. 
As  liis  oNvn  iK'alih  beo-an  to  fail,  tiie  old  ju(|o-e  had  tlu- 
sati->f;u'ti<m  of  sucini;-  his  sou  I'Lceiving-  j)roinotioii  with  extra- 
ordinarv  ra]>idilv. 

In  1T17,  only  eii^ht  years  after  lie  was  crdled  to  the  l)ai-.  he 
hccivnie  Solicitor-General,  and  in  1720  he  was  appointed  Lord 
Advocate.  In  the  following-  year  he  attained  tlie  high  position 
of  Dean  of  Faculty. 

These  snccesses  doubtless  cheered  Lord  Arniston  :  but  in  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  he  suil'ereii  severely  from  gout,  which 
attacked  him  1)oth  in  h.ands  and  feet.  He  was  anxious  to  l>e 
relieved  from  the  toils  of  oHice,  and  in  ^Mareh  28,  1721,  writes 
to  his  son,  the  Lord  Advocate  : — 

"I  am  now  become  very  old,  and  the  infirmities  which  age 
brings  along  witli  it  will  daily  be  conn'ng  uj)t>n  mc,  which  shoakl 
make  me  more  desirous  <»f  a  quirt  retreat,  tlian  to  contimie  under 
the  fatigue  of  a  toilsome  eniploj-ment  ;  neitlier  i^  it,  in  mv 
opinion,  very  advisable  that  a  man  should  expose  to  })ul)lic  obserA  a- 
tion  other  failings  whicli  frequently,  if  not  always,  are  more  ea--i!v 
perceived  by  others  than  by  the  person  himself." 

In  the  autuuni  of  the  following  vear,  he  was  so  ill  that. 
''  altiiough  the  accounts  from  Arniston  do  not  threaten  liis 
immediate  death,"  it  was  felt  that,  "  considering  his  Lordship's 
age, 'tis  not  to  be  exjK^cted  he  shall  recover  to  that  state  of 
firm  health  and  strengtii  as  to  attend  the  Session-liouse."^ 

This  }n-ediction  came  true  ;  and  his  Lordship's  health 
gradually  failed  until  liis  death,  whicli  took  })lace  on  the  2-5th 
of  Xovember  1726. 


Jiibtice-Cierk  Fletcher  (Lord  Milton),  iSth  Oct.   i". 


CHAl'TKli    VI. 

THE  FIRST  PllESIDEN'l'  i:)UXl)AS. 

HiTii]:uTo  tlie  lie;\(ls  of  tlie  aVrnistoii  f;unilv  luui  been  i()untr\' 
i^eiitlcnicii  or  lav.yers  niilier  ilian  ]ioIitifiaii.s  ;  but  in  thi> 
cbiaj-.ter  we  enter  upon  a  ])eri<Hl,  extentlini);  onwards  luitil  about 
the  year  18:30,  (hirini;-  whieli  tliere  was  ab'/ays  some  meniiier  of 
the  family  oceup\ini;-  a  high  })osition  in  the  service  of  the 
Crow  n.  It  is  no  exa;;;i;eration  to  say  that  i.hn-in<.;-  nH)-t  of  that 
period,  the  intliienee  of  the  l)uiiJ;isL*s  \\as  su])rL'nie  in  SeotlaiuL 
and  that  to  dt.-.>cvil)e,  in  full  detail,  tlie  \arious  transaction^  in 
whicli  they  took  the  leading  pvirt  xsould  be  to  write  tlie  liistorv 
of  Scotland  durini;-  the  <;ivater  part  of  the  eighteenth  centiirv. 
The  letters  anti  other  paj)ers  preser\ed  in  the  charter-room  of 
Arniston  are  of  great  liistorical  ir.teivst,  and  give  valuable 
information  regarding  the  ]5olitical  nlo^•ements  of  tlie  times 
in  which  tliey  v>ere  written.  I'rom  tlioe  documents  a  large 
selection  has  been  made,  whicli,  it  is  hoped,  mav  not  onlv 
throw  light  on  ;u!  imjiortant  epocli  of  Scotti-.li  liistorv,  but 
also  serve  to  illustrate  the  private  life  ami  social  customs  of 
those  (.lays. 

Ixobcrt  Dundas,  second  son  of  the  second  Lord  Arniston 
and  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sii-  Jlol)ert  SinclaJr  of  Ste\en>on. 
was  born  on  the  9lh  of  l)ecend)er  l()8-j  ;  ami  ha\  ing,  like  other 
members  of  his  familv,  been  i-ducated  for  tlie  l)ar,  he  was 
admitted  advocate  on  the  '2{jth  of  July  1709.  He  ro>e  rajiidiv 
to  a  high  position.  "  His  ap[)earance,"  savs  Dr.  Carlvle,  "was 
against  him,  for  lie  was  ill-looking,  with  a  large  no>e  and 
small  ferret  eves,  round  slunilders,  a  liarsh  croaking  voice,  ami 
altogetlier  unprepossessing  ;  vet  bv  the  time  he  h;td  uttered 
three  sentences,  he  raised  attention,  and  went  on  with  a 
tonent    of   goot!    sense    and    clear    rea.soninLi',    that    maile    one 
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totally  forgot  lilt'  ti'rst  iinprL'Ssioii.""  Xor  wore  liis  habits  cdti- 
(iiR'ive  to  liaixl  work  or  ;itteiili(in  to  l)iisine.s<.  Atcording-  to  a 
(•()iiti.'nij)or.iry  writei-,  "  he  v.  as  iiat'Lirally  a\e)-.>e  to  stiulv  and 
a))])lieatioii,  ami  (exee])t  mIk-ii  enrplovecl  in  tiie  I'lractife  of  hi> 
nrol'ession)  eon>nniecl  liis  time  in  convi\  ial  nieetin<;"s,  and  the 
(•(Mnj)any  of  his  friends  and  ac(jnaint;uice.""  It  is  of  him  tliat 
Sir  ^Valter  Scott  tells  tiie  Mell4vn(j\Mi  th-inkin>j:  story,  in  tlie 
notes  to  Gnij  Mdn/u'riiisi';  and  tliere  can  l)e  little  (loul)t  that, 
at  a  time  when  the  convivial  liahits  of  the  Scottish  bar  were 
notorions,  lio])ert  Dundas  was  celeln-ated  as  a  bn)>  '■'r,-iiiit. 
Ne\erthcless,  so  i>'reat  were  liis  talents,  and  sncli  was  the 
inH nonce  of  liis  family,  that  he  was  soon  eno-aged  in  a  large, 
and,  for  those  days,  Incrative  practice.  In  the  autnnm  of  1712 
lie  cs])onsed  Fdixabeth,  eklost  dangliter  of  tlie  deceased  Koliert 
Watson  of  ^Mnirhonse.  liv  the  marriage-contract,  whicli  is 
dated  1-lth  October  171f2,  Lord  Arniston  ga\e  his  son  a 
jjortion  of  15.000  nierks  ;  and  the  l)ride  had  a  fortnne  of 
18,000. 

It  need  scarcely  be  said,  in  s])ite  of  the  extraordinary  con- 
duct of  James  13imdas  with  regard  to  tlie  Jacobite  medal,  tliat 
the  house  of  Arniston  stooil  iirin  to  the  AVhig  cause  during  the 
eventful  year  1715  ;  and  two  years  later,  on  the  dismissal  of 
Sir  James  Stewart,^  Dundas  was  appointed  Solicitor-General, 
lie  had  been  only  eight  years  at  the  bar  when  this  important 
otHce  was  conferred  \\\w\\  him. 

Dike  of   Koxbuugue-  to  Mr.    Dcxdas. 

Whitehall,  y;//V6'  14,  1717. 
Sn{, — The  King  liaving  Ijeen  pleased  to  dismiss  Sir  James 
Stewart  from  his  service  as  Solicitor  in  Scotland,  I  have,  by  his 
Majesty's  order,  prepared  a  warrant  for  your  being  Solicitor  there 
in  his  stead,  which  was  this  day  signed,  and  forwarded  to  Mr. 
I'rintjle.  You  w  ill  give  me  leave  to  wish  you  joy  on  this  occasion, 
wliich  I  do  with  a  f,n-eat  deal  of  pleasure,  both  on  your  own 
account,  and  your  father's,  for  whom  I  must  always  have  the 
;,u-eatest  value. — I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

ROXBIROHE. 


'  .Sir  James  Stewart  was  the  son  of  Sir  James  Stewart   of  Goodtrees,  Lord 
Advocate  during  the  reigns  of  William  HI.  and  Queen  Anne. 
*  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland. 
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The  unsettlecl  state  of  the  ccnmtry,  still  thr(il)1)iiir^  witli  the 
dnn^vrous  jiassions  Avhieh  civil  wars  raise  and  leave  bchiiul 
then),  placed  a  heavy  lairden  on  the  shoulders  of  {he  law 
oflicers  of  the  Crown  ;  and  the  ])osition  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  was,  at  this  tiniu,  ixnulered  more  than  usuallv  diflieult 
by  the  conthict  of  the  Lord  Advocate.  Sir  David  Dalrvniple, 
youngest  son  of  the  first  Lord  Stair,  hail  been  a])pointL'd  Lord 
Advocate  in  1701).  lie  had  been  (hsniissed  from  ofHee  during 
the  episode  of  the  Jaeo])ite  medal,  wlien  the  Government  con- 
sidered Ids  conduct  suspicious,  but  had  been  rc-aj-'poirited  in 
1714.  He  served  the  AVhigs  with  fidelity  during  tlu-  crisis 
of  the  rebellion  ;  Init  as  soon  as  civil  proceechngs  took  the 
place  of  military  movements,  his  conduct  began  to  tlisplease 
the  Go\ernment.  He  presented  to  the  Secretaries  of  State  a 
"  ^Memorial  concerning  the  ])risoners  on  account  of  tlie  late 
rebellion,"'"  wliich,  in  the  oj)inioii  of  Lord  Townshend.  meant 
that  every  rebel  in  Scotland  was  to  escajie.  He  declined  to 
act  in  accordance  with  Ihe  wishes  of  the  Duke  (jf  l{oxbui-ghe, 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  He  o})posed  the  ])assing  of  the 
Act  1)y  which  the  Treason  Law  of  Scotland  was  assimilated  to 
that  of  ]-]nglan<.l.  He  ditl  all  in  his  power  to  obstruct  the 
Commission  of  Over  and  Ternn'ner,  which  was  sent  down  to 
Scotland  to  try  the  rebel  prisoners.  The  Forfeited  Instates 
Bill  he  spoke  of  as  "that  damned  bill  of  sale,"  and  resisted  by 
all  the  means  in  his  [)ower. 

It  recjuires  great  tact  to  occupy  a  subordinate  place  in  a 
Government,  under  a  chief  who  is  tlistrusted  bv  the  prominent 
members  of  the  admiiustration  ;  antl  although  Solicitor- 
General  Dundas  luul  abundance  of  tact,  he  fountl  his  })osition 
so  difficult  that,  in  171 S,  a  year  after  his  appointment,  he 
applied  for  a  seat  on  the  bench,  whicli  had  been  rentlered 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Sir  Gilbert  I'Jliot  of  Minto.  The  Duke 
of  Roxburghe  re})lied  that  the  vacant  ju.dgeship  was  to  be 
given  to  Sir  Walter  Pringle  of  Xewhall,  but  adtled,  "I  nuist 
say  that  I  shall  be  very  sorry,  for  my  own  sake,  that  V(hi 
should  wish  to  be  settled  upon  that  bench  while  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  in  this  oflice,  but  at  the  same  time  hope  vou  will 
not  doubt  of  my  good  offices  whenever  a  proper  occasion 
happens,  if  you  should  then  desire  it ;  and  am  confident  vou 
need  be  afraid  of  no  competition  in  that  case." 


,;,9.]  THE  RKPRKSENTATIVE  PEERS.  (il 

These  words  were  not  nicru  tluitery  ;  for  the  letters  which 
[Kissed  between  the  Duke  of  Koxburglie  and  Dundas  prove 
th:i.t,  on  most  iinj)ortant  tjuestioii-<,  tlie  opinion  of  Dundas  was 
t.ikeii  in  preference  to  that  of  Lord  Advocate  ll'ibynijjle. 

In  1719  a  proposal  was  liefore  Parlianient  for  abolishing 
tlie  system  of  electing  the  sixteen  representative  peers  ;  and 
on  this  subject  the  following  letter  was  written  by  the  Duke 
of  ]loxbur<;lie  tt)  ])undas  : — 


DUKK    OF    ROXBLRGHE    tO    SoLICITOH-GkNER  AL    DuXDAS.  •>»    H 

Loxnox,  Marcli  14,  171S/19. 
Sn{, —  I  IkuI  auuvs  of  tlie  10th  List  night  by  a  flying  packet, 
and  am  sorry  to  find  tlie  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Lords 
(iccasion  such  an  outcry  in  Scotland.  I  never  indeed  doidjted  but 
the  Jacobites  there  would  at  all  times  be  against  the  taking 
away  the  electioii  of  the  Peers,  for  I  know  that  they  have  always 
reckoned  the  breaking  the  Union  tlie  likeliest  v.ay  for  them  to 
encompass  their  designs,  and,  in  one  word,  to  set  the  Pretender 
upon  the  throne.  It  is  likewise  very  certain  that  they  have 
always  looked  upon  the  continuing  the  election  of  peers  as  the 
likeliest  and  surest  means  to  bring  about  the  breaking  of  the 
Union,  both  from  the  load  that  it  is  upon  the  Constitution  and  the 
o})portunity  it  gives  to  the  Peers  to  meet  and  consult  together  at 
an  election  ;  for  nobody,  I  believe,  will  deny  that  the  scheme  of 
the  late  rebellion  in  Scotland  was  laid  at  the  last  election  there. 
So  that  it  is  veiy  clear  why  the  Jacobites  should  be  fond  of  the 
election,  though  I  am  satisfyed,  all  that  have  sense  among  them 
nmst  look  upon  it  (taking  it  abstractly  from  Jacobitism)  as  a 
mean  and  dishonourable  thing. 

It  is  very  true  that  when  the  Union  was  made,  the  election  of 
the  Peers  was  agreed  to  by  both  Parliaments.  But  it  was  never 
then  imagined  (let  be  mentioned)  that  no  Peer  of  Scotland  after 
the  Union  could  be  made  an  Hereditary  Peer  of  Parliament  ;  but. 
however  unjust  that  resolve  may  be,  as  I  am  sure  I  have  always 
thought  it,  yet  no  one,  I  believe,  thinks  it  will  ever  be  taken  oif, 
so  long  as  the  election  subsists.  So  that  all  that  is  now  to  be  con- 
sidered is  our  present  disgraceful  condition  and  how  to  mend  it. 

In  the  first  place,  there  is  nut  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  nay, 
the  very  meanest  of  the  Kingdom,  that  is  not  capable  of  being 
made   an    Hereditary    Peer  of    Parliament,   except    the    Peers    of 
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Scotland  alone  ;  and  .should  any  Peer  of  Scotland  do  the  nio-l 
signal  and  greatest  service  to  the  King  and  Kingdoin,  yet  still  he 
is  incapable  of  recei\  iiig  this  honour,  and  for  ever  nuist  remain  so, 
Avhile  this  election  continues  ;  and  as  for  any  advantage  the  Peers 
of  Scotland  have  by  the  election,  I  know  of  none  that  the  ])oore^t 
among  ns  wiiuld  not  be  ashamed  to  own  ;  and  tills  I  take  to  be 
0(n"  condition  as  it  stands  at  present. 

By  the  l]ill  that  is  now  brought  in,  the  Constitution  is  to  be 
free  from  the  dead  weight  of  an  election  of  Peers,  and  the  Peers 
of  Scotland  (nay,  Scotland  itself)  froni  the  shame  and  ignoring  of 
it,  -which  last,  in  my  ])oor  oj)inion,  is  more  than  equi\alent  for  the 
election  itself. 

P)ut  besides  the  being  rid  of  the  election,  the  Bill  proposes 
that  there  should  be  hve  and  twenty  Peers  of  Scotland  to  sit 
Hereditarily  in  Parliament,  the  nuuil)er  of  the  Peers  of  England 
being  at  the  same  to  be  ascertained  and  fixed. 

The  Patents  of  the  five  and  twenty  Peers,  who  are  to  be  named 
by  the  King,  are  to  be  restricted  to  the  heirs-male.  So  that 
where  those  honours  descend  to  the  heirs-female,  another  Peer 
of  Scotland  is  to  be  called  u}>  in  the  room  of  that  female  whose 
Scotch  Peerage  still  continues,  and  will  be  capable  of  being 
called  np  to  the  House  of  Lords  again,  whenever  tliere  is  a  male 
in  that  family  and  a  vacancy  in  the  five  and  twentv.  Now. 
considering  the  chance  of  families  extinguishing,  the  chance 
of  families  merging  in  one  another,  and  the  chance  of  those 
titles  descendhig  to  the  females,  I  would  gladly  ask,  whether  the 
Peers  of  Scotland  that  ha})pen  not  to  be  of  the  first  nomination, 
are  not  in  a  more  honourable  antl  better  condition  from  those 
chances,  than  they  are  at  })re^ent,  with  the  election,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  incaj)acity  (ff  being  made  Plereditary  Peers  of  Par- 
liament. 

The  commoners  of  Scotland  are  to  be  exactly  in  the  same  con- 
dition as  the  commoners  of  England,  that  is,  capable  of  being  called 
to  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  room  of  English  families  that  shall 
happen  to  extinguish,  which,  by  a  very  just  caleulation,  may  be 
reckoned  to  be  three  or  four  in  two  years'  time,  which  no  wise  man, 
I  believe,  will  think  too  few,  either  for  the-  Crown  or  for  the 
commoners,  unless  one  woukl  wish  to  see  the  House  of  Connnons 
made  up  of  men,  neither  of  worth  nor  consideration. 

I  nmst  further  add  that,  besides  the  three  chances  above  men- 
tioned, to  the  Peers  of  Scotland,  if  their  eldest  sons  should  be 
called  up  in  the  })Iaee  of  an  English  family  extinct,  it  is  impossible 
that  it   can   be  i[u;u-relh/d  if  this  parses,  whereas  if  the   election 
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continues,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull's  ])atont  may 
si<4-Mity  Jis  little  to  him  as  the  Duke  of  Dover's  Avill  to  the  Dukt-  of 
(^lueii^hciTv,  tliouu'h  his  father  sat  two  years  in  the  House  as 
Duke  of  Dover;  .■tiul  this,  I  do  assm-e  you,  has  already  been  s.iid 
v<.rv  o])Luly  by  some  of  as  <;rcat  eousideration  as  any  in  the  House 
of  Lords. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  g'iven  ycj  so  much  trouble,  but  the 
j)arai;ra})h  in  yoin-s  on  this  subject  made  it  impossible  for  me  not 
lo  ^ive  you  my  })oor  reasons  for  the  part  I  am,  Ciod  Milliuu-, 
resolved  to  :iet  in  this  great  affair,  which,  if  it  ])asses.  is  entirely 
owing-  to  the  goodness  of  the  King,  and  is  what  few  of  his  prt-- 
dccessors  would  ever  liavt-  agreed  to  ;  but  as  he  has  no  (h  sign 
against  the  liberty  of  his  people  himself,  so  I  am  confident  lie 
wishes  that  none  that  may  hereafter  succeed  to  him  should  ever 
have  it  in  their  power  to  destroy  it. 

I  shall  only  add  one  thing  more,  Mhich  is.  that  if  this  business 
is  not  done  ntnv,  wc  are  sure  the  Tories,  whenever  there  liajjpt-ns 
to  be  a  Tory  administration,  will  not  again  risk  its  being  to  be 
done  by  the  \Miigs,  and  what  the  conse(]uenees  of  its  being  done 
by  the  Tories  may  be,  ]  leave  it  to  you  to  judge.— I  am.  .Sir,  your 
faithful  humble  ser\ant,  ,  ,    , 

PiOXULRGHK. 

No  change  was,  liowever,  made  hi  the  mode  of  electing  the 
Scottish  representative  peers,  and  tlie  sy.steni  of  sending  down 
to  Scotland  a  list  of  peers  drawn  iij)  by  tlie  Government  of  the 
dav,  and  known  as  the  "King's  List,"  continued  for  many 
years  to  come,  causing  endless  dissatisf\vction^  and,  on  one 
occasion  at  least,  raising  a  c(mstitntionai  ditliculty  (^f  tlie  very 
gravest  cliaracter. 

In  1720,  ]\Ir.  Dundas  had  been  ill  in  London  ;  and  his 
father  writes  to  him  on  the  lOth  of  ^May  :- — 

"  I  alwiiys  thought  the  way  of  living  there  would  be  destruc- 
tive to  your  health ;  therefore  I  heartily  wish  you  would  not  come 
under  any  engagement  to  them  (the  Ministry)  again  u])on  any 
account  whatever." 

Respecting  his  proposed  elevation  to  tlie  office  of  Lord 
Advocate,  whieli    was  now  close  at  liand,  his  fatlier  writes  : — 

"There  is  talk  of  your  being  advanced    to    a    post,   however 
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lucrative,  yt*t,  I  think,  very  little  desirable  in  so  disturbed  a  state 
of  artairs.  I  Avish  heartily  tlie  King  may  be  well  and  faithfully 
served.  I  am  eonvinL'v.d  all  our  safety,  and  particularly  the  security 
of  the  protestant  religion,  under  God,  depends  upon  his  affairs 
being  in  a  jn-o>perous  condition."  ,, 

In  IMav  1T20,  Sir  David  ]).drym])le  retired  from  tlie  office 
of  Lord  Advocate,  and  became  an  Autlitor  of  Excliecjuer. 
Diuulas  was  at  once  appointed  liis  succes.sor.  His  fatlier.  Lord 
Arniston,  however,  continued  for  some  time  to  dissuacK-  liim 
from  a  Parliamentary  career,  and  to  urge  that  tlie  irregularities 
of  London  life  might  be  prejudicial  to  his  health. 

Parliament  met  in  tlie  aulunni  of  IT'^O,  tioon  after  the 
King's  retiu-n  from  ITaiio\er,  towards  the  clo>e  of  November; 
and  early  attendance  having  been  urged  bv  the  Government, 
■Mr.  Dundas,  thougli  not  yet  a  member  of  Parliament,  went  up 
about  the  beginning  of  December,  accompanied  bv  ]Mrs. 
Dundas.  TJiey  ^eem  to  have  had  a  bad  joiu-ney.  Her  mother- 
in-law  '"  writes  to  ]Mr^.  Dundas  : — 

"I  am  very  glad  that  you  gott  safe  toy^journy's  end  after  such 
bad  way  and  great  waiters.  You  have  given  great  proof  of  y"^ 
being  an  good  Avife  in  leaving  such  an  great  small  family.  I  a\  ish 
heartily  my  Son  may  have  as  nuich  achantage  as  y""  family  has 
disadvantage  by  the  want  of  you.  Lord  jjreserve  the  poor  voung 
crettures  from  all  evel." 

The  letter  continues  : — 

"  Robie-  is  hearty  when  I  saw  him,  but  I  am  verv  anxious  to 
have  this  winter  over  his  head,  considering  how  bad  he  was  last 
winter.  I  do  not  heiir  but  the  young  ones  is  weell.  I  cannot  get 
out  to  see  them,  my  state  of  health  is  not  now  for  going  out. 
Arniston  is  not  weell,  he  has  the  gout.  .  .  .  The  concern  about 
him  did  cast  me  in  vapours.  Tuesday  and  all  yesterday  I  was  sunke 
in  my  spirits.  I  realy  do  think  that  this  winter  will  prove  an  scveir 
one  for  us  both.  ...  I  am  just  going  up  to  see  littel  liobine 
Dundas,  he  was  by  the  docter's  orders  seeing  an  raice  at  Leith 
yesterday.     He  has  a  cold,  but  the  docter  is  careful  about  him, 


*  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Roltert  .Sinclair  of  Stevenson,  wife  of  second 
Lord  Arniston. 

-  Mr.  Dundas 's  eldest  son,  afterwards  the  second  President  Dr.ndas. 
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iun\  the  docter  hopes  to  get  it  off.  Lordy^  i>  to  bo  ;,ciit  uut  of 
town  bccaus  of  liobine's  eoug-h,  but  it  is  ordinary  for  all  to  take 
the  couo'h  on  then-  coining-  to  town.  .  .  .  Tlii.-,  i-,  all  at  present 
from  her  Avho  is  y""  afectinet  Mother-in-law, 

Mahgaket  Sinclair. 

lk^f('re  his  appointment  as  Lord  Ad\(X'ute,  Mr.  D-a'.ula.-^ 
had  been  As.sessor  to  the  City  of  Edinburgli.  In  1T.Q1,  ji.ow- 
e\er,  lie  found  it  necessniy  to  resign  tliis  office,  vlieu  the 
followino-  corres})ondence,  in  which  tliere  is  some  jihiin  spcakin": 
on  both  sides,  j);issed  between  i.ini  and  the  citv  authcn-ities  : — 


Lord  Advocatk  DfXDAs  (o  I^ailie  Wightman. 

Sir, — I  f^ive  you  the  trouble  of  this  in  aljsenee  of  the  Lord 
Pro\ost,  that  you  may  be  ])lea-.ed  to  let  the  Tov  n  Council  know, 
that  I  return  my  humble  thanks  for  the  mark  of  favour  thev  were 
pleased  to  give  me  some  few  years  ago,  in  electing  nie  to  be  one 
of  their  assessors.  But  there  are  several  reasons  too  obvious.  I 
need  not  re})eat  them,  v.  hy  I  judge  it  Mould  be  improper  for  me 
to  carry  this  name  any  longer.  This  much  I  may  be  pardoned  tc- 
notice  that  for  some  time  after  I  was  chosen  assessor,  1  tliink 
until  I  had  the  honour  to  be  called  to  the  King's  service,  the 
Magistrates  of  Ldinburgh  did  seem  to  put  some  confidence  in  me. 
But  since  that  time  they  thought  fit  to  carry  quite  in  another  -^vav. 
for  v.h.  I  find  no  reason,  if  it  be  not  one,  that  there  must  be  -t.me 
iuconsistance  between  a  faithfull  discharge  of  my  duty  to  the 
King,  tSj  being-  an  assessor  in  the  ])resent  management  ot  the 
•Magistrates  of  Edinburgh.— 1  am.  Sir,  y.  most  humble  servant. 

Ro.  Dlndas. 

Edinr. ,/;//['  II,   1721. 

Bailie  \\'ightmax  lu  Lord  Advocate  Dlndas. 

Mv  Lord, — I  communicated  to  the  Council  vour  Lop.  letter  to 
nie  of  the  11  July,  whereby  you  resigned  the  orfice  of  assessor. 
We  forbore  giving  a  return  to  it  till  we  took  mv  Lord  Provo-t'-  \- 
1^.  Gild's  sentiments  in  so  uncommon,  yea,  we  believe,  so  unpre- 
cedented a  matter.      They  h.-iving  given  their  opinions,  I  am  now 

'  Lord  Bargany,  son  of  the  third  Lord  Bargany  and  Margaret,  dai',gh:-cr  of 
Lord  Arniston. 


m  AUXISTON   MKMOIUS.  [1721. 

authorized  and  directed  t<i  answer.  'The  letter  is  ^vi-itteii  in  so 
<lisres)-)ectfii!  terms,  iS:  injurious  to  us,  tS:  so  little  beevnnini2,'  the 
dio-nity  and  gravity  of  tiie  ofiice  -svliieh  His  Majesty's  o-j-^-at  i^ood- 
ness  has  raised  you  to,  titat  we  wonder  that  a  letter  s'uiuld  have 
flowed  from  }'^  })en  so  virulent,  that  if  any  other  ]ierson  had  been 
the  author  of  it,  we  should  have  called  for  y'"  assistance  in  })unis!!- 
ing  them.  When  the  Town  Council  made  choice  of  you  a  few 
yeai-s  ago  to  he  one  of  their  assessors,  it  was  a  mark  of  their 
favour,  iS:  a  name,  v'"  Lo.  thought  then,  both  honourable  and  useful 
to  you,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  resigned  in  such  a  maniur. 
But  seeing  now  y<ui  have  laid  it  asidr,  we  take  the  op))ortunity 
to  tell  you  we  can  so  easily  have  the  ])lace  supplied,  tliat  we  are 
at  no  uneasiness  at  your  quitting  of  it;  but  will  make  clioice  of 
one  who,  v.  e  doubt  nol,  will  be  to  y'  I>o's.  apjirobation  ;  a  ]ierson 
who  will  give  his  advice  to  the  Council  when  it  is  asked,  and 
never  atteni])t  to  disturb  the  Governnunt  of  it  ;  one  who  will 
faithfully  discharge  his  duty  to  the  King.  &  never  ]iresume  to 
make  use  of  His  Majestv's  name,  to  carrv  on  his  own  private 
views,  and  sup})ort  his  ambition.  The  Magistrates  and  Town 
Council  of  Edinburgh  ha\  e  given  sucli  signal  ])roof>  of  their 
affection  to  his  Majesty  since  his  happy  accession  to  the  throne, 
and  did  before  the  Union  so  zeaiouslv  esjxiuse  the  Protestant 
Succession  when  its  opi)osers  were  uniler  no  disguise,  that  they 
are  above  the  unjust  reflections  and  ini])udent  malice  of  their 
enemies.  They  have  often,  for  their  zeal  for  the  interest  of  his 
Majesty  now  on  the  throne,  and  consequently  for  the  good  of 
their  country,  born  with  ecpial  contemjjt  the  calunniies  of  the 
factions,  and  tlie  injuries  of  the  opposers  of  His  Majesty's  succes- 
sion. We,  the  present  M agist i-ates  ami  Town  Council,  are  resolved 
to  continue  stedtast  in  our  duty  to  our  King,  and  to  our  country, 
what  ever  advantage  our  conduct  in  that  respect  may  yield  to 
persons  who  may  think  of  purchasing  credit  to  themselves  by 
destroying  the  reputation  of  their  felIow-sul)jects.  My  Lord,  we 
know  the  rules  of  good  manners  and  duty  so  well,  that  so  long  as 
H.  Majesty  thinks  fit  to  employ  you  in  hi^  service,  Me  shall 
always  take  care  to  pay  you  that  respect  due  to  y""  t)tiice,  and  so 
long  as  we  ct>ntinue  in  our  office  we  claim  the  same  from  you. —  I 
am.  signed  in  name  iS:  in  presence  of  the  Town  Council,  mv  Lord, 
y''  Lop's,  most  Innuble  strvaiit.  To.  \ViGnT>fAX. 

Kdink.,  2  .-iii^^nst  1721. 

With  this  intercliange  of  compliments  the  correspondence 
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(iropijccl.      It    was   renewed   on   the  part   of  tlie   nia^'istrates   in 
the  fb]h)\\ing  way  : — 

El'I\i!K.,   13  Fcbry.   172J. 

Mv  DF.AR  Lord, —  I  think  on  Hansel  Munday  last  we  dnnvnt-d 
all  om-  quarrels,  either  politieal  or  personal,  in  ;i  iixi^-A\.  quantity 
oi'  very  goi>d  liquor.  I  theJKc-iorward  forii:ot  we  ever  liatl  any. 
I  'm  siu'e  1  ne\er  will  re\i\e  them,  and  will  live  Avith  you  on  the 
loot  we  jnn-ted. 

I  that  ni<;h{  told  you  I  had  nutliinijf  to  ask  for  the  town  in 
nhieli  I  did  not  l)e]ieve  you  would  join  with  us  ;  of  this  nature  is 
what  I  ain  now  to  mention. 

Tlie  letter  then  reminds  Mr.  Dunchis  tliat  -i'14,000,  to  l;e 
aj)plied  inuler  the  Treatv  of  Union  for  eneouraging  tlie  manu- 
facture of  coarse  wool  in  Scotland,  had  since  tlie  Union  lain 
u.-.eless  to  the  public,  and  proposes  that  it  sliould  be  lent  to 
the  town  of  ]'>dinl)ui'gli  until  requii'ed,  at  ^.  ^^,,  or  3  per 
cent,  interest,  which  would  be  "of  considerable  use  to  this 
jjoor  |)lace.""' 

In  the  spring  of  17!^^,  Uord  Advocate  Dundas  ])resented 
liimself  as  a  ca.ndidate  for  the  representation  of  ^Midlothian, 
r.ockhart  of  C'arnwath  declared  that  he  liimself  could  have 
defeated  Dundas,  but  refrained  from  o]:)posing  liini,  because  lie 
had  arranged,  when  the  Commission  under  the  Forfeited  Estates 
Act  was  sitting,  that,  if  the  Lord  Advocate  saved  tlie  estates 
of  certain  Jacobites  from  forfeiture,  he  should  be  returned 
unoppo>ed  for  ^Midlotlujui.  In  consequence  of  this  curious 
bargain,  which  shows  the  free  and  easy  manner  in  wjiicli 
elections  could  be  managed  at  a  time  when  the  franchise  wa.s 
])ossessed  bv  a  mere  handful  of  freehoklers,  the  Lord  Ath'ocate 
was  elected  without  o[)])Osition. 

Considering  the  fatigue  ami  trouble  of  the  journey  to 
London  at  that  time,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Scottish 
nienibers  were  not  over  zealous  in  their  atteiuhuice  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  involving  as  it  did  a  winter's  ride  of  400 
or  500  miles.  In  perusing  the  t^rficial  correspondence  of  those 
days,  the  reader  constantly  stumbles  upon  letters,  almost 
pathetic  in  their  tone,  in  which  the  Secretary  of  State  implores 
the  members  from  Scotland  to  come  up  and  supj)ort  him.  In 
the  Arniston  collection  there  are  many  such  letters.      The  Duke 
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of  Roxburghe,  writiuo-  on  the  5th  of  Decenilier  1723,  says, 
"  I  am  verv  scns;il)lo  of  vour  g-oodness  in  resolvini;'  to  cleternnnL- 
voursL'lf  as  to  voui-  )t)in'iKn'  hither  nj)on  your  friends"'  ad\iec, 
and  I  nuist  sa\'  your  way  of  ex])i-essing  it  is  l)y  no  means  amiss. 
'I'here  is  nothing-  in  all  my  life  I  have  more  strietly  taken  cart- 
of  than  not  to  be  r;i>h  in  desiring-  my  friends  to  eome  hither." 
In  the  follow  ini;-  year,  Sir  lJoV)i'rt  A\^d})ole,  writing-  at  a  time 
when  the  Lord  Aelvoe;ite's  father,  Lord  Arniston,  was  su})))osed 
to  be  dying,  says,  -'  1  eannot  j)ress  your  coming  innnediately  to 
town,  v.hen  you  intimate  it  may  be  so  im})roj)er  for  your 
private  affairs.  ...  I  liopc  the  generality  of  your  members 
will  be  early  here,  and  that  we  shall  have  your  com])any  as  soon 
as  voLi  can  without  great  ineon\enience  to  yourself."' 

The  year  119,5  was  rendered  eventful  in  Scotland  by  the 
Malt  Tax  Kiots.  This  tax  had  been  extended  to  Scotland  in 
1713,  in  the  face  of  a  \ev\  strenuous  opposition  by  tlie  Scottish 
niembers ;  but  jiaMuent  had  been  evaded  from  time  to  time. 
In  1724,  a  motion  was  carried  in  Parliament  that,  instead  of 
the  Malt  Tax,  an  atlditional  duty  of  six])enee  on  every  barrel 
of  beer  should  be  ])avable  in  Seotlaml  ;  but  this  was  opj)osed 
as  furiously  as  the  ]\Ialt  Tax  itself  had  been.  It  was  finally 
determined  that  in  Scotland  a  Malt  Tax  of  threepence  a  bushel 
should  be  imposed  ;  and  the  ^-kl  of  June  was  a])pointed  as  the 
day  on  which  the  duty  was  to  be  levied. 

During  the  struggle  against  the  Malt  Tax,  Dundas,  though 
Lord  Advocate,  had  joined  the  malcontent  Scottish  mem- 
bers, and  at  one  of  the  meetings  wrote,  with  his  own  hand, 
a  resolution  hostile  to  the  Government  measure.  Lor 
this  act  of  insubordination  he  was  dismissed  from  oflice  in 
:May  172-5. 

The  Duke  of  lloxburghe,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland 
at  that  time,  had  encouraged  the  opposition  to  the  ]Malt  Tax 
by  means  which,  though  less  o])en  and  tangible  than  tluxse 
em])loved  by  Dundas,  were  no  less  a  source  of  endiarrassment 
to  AValpole.  Nevertheless  he  still  retained  office,  and  was  in 
correspondence  with  Dundas,  who,  at  the  end  of  ^lay,  informed 
liim  that  his  father.  Lord  Arniston,  was  anxious  to  resign  his 
seat  on  the  bench,  and  that  he  himself  was  ready  to  retire  from 
the  House  of  Connnons,  leave  the  bar,  and  succeed  his  father 
in  the  judgeship. 
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DUKK  OF   lioXBUllGUE  (o   Mr.   Dl  NDAS.  ' 

II.  !'.,>///;/.•  4.  17^5- 
...  I  had  botli  yours  of  tlie  olst  past  this  eveniiii^,  and  >.hall 
sIiMW  one  of  thtin  to  the  Chancellour  of  the  Exchequer,  as  soon 
;is  I  have  an  opportunity  of  seein;^-  him,  and  shall  make  deliver 
your  letter  to  hiui  to-morrow.  For  sinee  you  yourself  resolvt-s  to 
retire,  it  dos  not  become  me  at  this  time  of  day  to  endeavour  to 
stop  it.  And  all  mankind,  1  l)t_lie\e,  ^vill  think  he  acts  very 
foolishhj  if  he  does  not,  with  joy,  jump  at  your  pro}<osall,  i'or  few 
are  so  great  but  that  they  may  be  humbled,  and  the  greater  a  man 
is  the  less  dos  he  like  to  be  opjiosed  or  tousled  in  I'arliainent. 
Your  letter.  I  think,  is  as  well  as  possible,  both  modest  and  manly  ; 
l)ut  there  are  manv  that  ^ish  you  well  here,  that,  for  their  own 
sakes,  will  be  sorry  not  to  see  you  at  London  next  session  of 
P;n-lianient. 

As  sot'n  as  I  have  seen  Sir  I'.  W.,-  which,  1  su])]K)se.  will 
he  at  the  Cockpit,  you  shall  hear  from  me  again  ;  but  I  have 
not  called  at  his  door  these  three  months,  nor  yet  at  n\y  Lord 
Townshend's,   na\  ,  not    so    niueh    as    to  wish    his    Lord''   a   good 


nage. 


And  Vet  I  am  not  turned  out,  but  am  satisfied  that  they 


concluded  that  I  would  lay  down,  upon  the  changes  that  have 
just  now  been  made  in  Scotland.  But  I  have  seen  so  many 
changes,  and  have  outlived  so  many  ministrys,  that  I  am  resolved 
not  to  give  them  that  satisfaction  this  time,  however  uneasy  and 
disagreeable  the  situation  I  am  in  may  be  to  myself 

...  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  I  cannot  have  the  pleasure  of 
reading  your  letters,  that  I  received  to-day,  to  the  King,  but  yet 
I  hope  that  a  good  use  may  be  made  of  them.  In  the  meantime 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  you  have  laid  a  load  ujion  me  in 
leaving  it  to  me  to  destroy  the  letter  inclosed  or  not,  as  I  pleased, 
for  though  1  can  easily  give  up  my  own  interest  and  resentment 
to  your  ease  and  satisfaction,  yet  many  of  our  friends,  I  am  sure, 
will  be  heartilv  vext  at  it,  ami  blame  me  for  it. 

The  hurry  and  luieasiness  I  was  in  when  I  wrote  to  you  last 
made  me  forget  to  tell  you  that  the  only  reason  that  was  ever 
given  to  me  for  your  being  dismissed,  was  the  part  you  had  acted 
against  Sir  R.  Walpole's  scheme  proi)osed  in  lieu  of  the  Malt  Tax, 
particularly  your  writing  the  proposall  or  resolution,  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Scots  members,  with  your  own  hand,  but  the  easier  the 


Hcnly  Park.  -  Walpok 
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Malt  Tax  _2;oes  on,  tlu-  nioi-c   absurd   will   tliat  scheme  appear   tt 
have  been.   .   .   .—1  am  ever  vours.      Adieu. 


in  tlie  nieantinie  Dumlas  returned  ti)  tlie  bar  as  an  ori^liiiarv 
counsel,  Duncan  l'\)rhes  tjf  Culloden  havini;-  succeeded  liini  as 
Lord  Advocate. 

DiKK  OK  KovBruf.HK  to  Ml?.  Dlxdas. 

\VHITi:HALI„y///^('   10,    172;. 

...  I  am  \crv  ,nlad  to  know  vou  are  i^one  to  the  bar  ai:.iin. 
for  I  find  that  all  your  friends  thrd  understand  that  matter  wi-^Wi 
you  might  do  so. 

I  had  youi-s  of  tin-  1>1  on  Monday  last,  with  y"^  father's  dimi>.>iou 
inclosed,  but  havi-  n.ot  spoke  of  it  to  anv  body,  but  the  Marquiss 
of  Tweeddale.  who  seems  to  doubt  that  it  will  be  accepted  of: 
concludini;'  that  my  L''  Isla  can  never  consent  to  it  upon  the 
account  of  his  friends  upon  the  bench.  And  I  think  he  rea-ons 
well,  but  still  I  think  I  i;uess't  ri<;ht  in  what  I  said  to  you  in  my 
last.  For  in  all  })robability  Sir  K.  Walpole  will  consider  ium-cif  i)\ 
the  first  phu'e  ;  and  as  a  token  thereof  I  must  tell  you  what  }ia-t 
between  him  and  me  yesterday  upon  the  Lord  .lustice's  meeting;" 
breakinp^  uji.  I  had  disputed  with  myselt  a  ffood  while  whether  to 
mention  your  name  to  him  or  not,  but  perceiving'  that  he  did  not 
seem  inclined  to  sjieak  to  me,  I  at  last  went  up  to  him,  and  told 
him  that  I  had  had  a  letter  from  you,  wherein  you  ver\  nunle^tly 
represented  that  you  were  the  first  Advoeate  foi*  Scotland  that  had 
been  laid  aside  since  the  lievohition,  that  had  been  dismi>-."t  tht- 
service  without  any  gratitication  or  compensation.  But  I  said  not  a 
word  of  your  father's  dimission,  nor,  indeed,  had  I  time  if  I  had 
intended  it,  for  he  immediately  told  me,  with  a  very  cheerful 
countenance,  that  he  had  had  a  letter  from  }-ou,  and  that  he 
thought  your  proposal  nu)st  just  and  reasonable.  I  said  I  was 
glad  to  find  you  Avas  gro\\  n  so  old.  \\"ho  ?  the  father.-  said  lie: 
No,  the  son,  said  I,  because  he  thinks  of  retiring  so  soon,  ^^"hy. 
reply'd  he  again,  I  think  what  he  proposeth  is  most  reasonable, 
and  I  will  be  sure  to  write  by  the  next  post  about  it.  I  answered. 
I  am  sure  I  shall  never  be  against  it.  And  I  perceived  lie  had  a 
great  mind  I  should  have  said  more,  but  I  made  my  bow,  and  so 
left  him  to  guess  whether  I  was  really  for  it  or  against  it  ;  which. 
I  believe,  with  all  his  peTietration,  he  dos  not  yet  know.  And  I 
must  own   to  you  that  tho'   your  being  upon  the  bench   is   mo^t 
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tl(  sirable,  yet  to  me  it  is  still  a  ([uostion  whether  you  may  not  lie 
more  Avaiitcd  in  Parhameiit.  However,  that  is  over  now,  and  I 
(l;>iil)t  not  but  tliat  you  will  be  ujion  the  bench  before  the  session 
ri  etii.  .  .  .  But  what  I  ehietiy  want  to  know  is  whom  you  think 
to  set  II})  in  your  shire  in  ea^e  you  are  u})on  the  bench  yourself: 
for,  believe  nie,  a  nnite  will  be  of  little  use  to  us,  nor  do  1  know 
of  any  one  that  will  be  pro})er  :  but  a  lawyer  of  spirit  and  parts  in 
mv  humble  opinion  wou'd  do  best.-  I  am  ever  yours. 

Sir  Roheut  Walpole  to  Mr.  Dindas. 

J:iuc  19,  1725. 
Sir, — I  ask  v<nn-  })ardon  for  wot  sooner  acknowledging  ye 
ft\our  of  yours,  which  ye  great  huri-y  of  business  has  been  the 
only  reason  of,  and  nnist  plead  my  excuse.  'Hie  favour  you  have 
.  asked  the  King,  I  think  so  \  cry  reasonable,  both  in  regard  to 
y''self  <Sc  v*"  father,  that  vou  shall  have  mv  best  assistance  to  render 
it  effectual.  1  am  sorry  there  was  a  necessity  for  doing  any  thing 
that  was  disagreeable  to  you,  aiul  I  shall,  with  a  great  deal  more 
pleasure,  take  any  o])portunity  to  render  you  service,  for  I  am. 
S"",  v'"  most  hundjle  serv^,  R.  Walpolk. 


Nothing  came  of  the  projioseil  changes.  I.ord  Arnistoii 
retained  his  seat  on  the  bench  until  liis  death  in  the  following- 
year,  and  his  son  continued  to  practise  at  the  bar. 

When  the  23d  of  Jvnie  came,  the  dav  ap}H)inted  for  the 
collection  of  the  ]\Ialt  Tax,  there  was  a  serious  riot  in  (rlasgow. 
The  Provost  ami  some  of  the  niagistrates  were  arraignei!  before 
the  High  Court  of  Justiciary,  where  they  were  defended  by 
Dundas.  Tiiey  were  admitted  to  bail  ;  but  no  further  steps 
were  taken  against  them. 

In  Ediuburgli  the  brewers,  for  the  purpose  of  hara.ssing- 
the  Government,  combined  to  stop  brewing  until  the  duty  on 
malt  was  abolished.  Diuidas  was  their  chief  ad\i.ser,  and  the 
atlvice  he  gave  them  was  to  set  the  law  at  defiance.  The 
resistance  to  the  Malt  Tax  contiiuied  till  the  Gt)vernment  took 
the  strong  step  of  advising  the  King  to  de])rive  the  Duke  of 
lloxburghe  of  the  seals  of  otHce,  ami,  at  the  same  time,  to 
aljolish  the  Scottish  Secretarvshi[).  The  moment  this  was  done 
the  oj)position  colla})seil. 

Mr.  Dundas  succeeded   to   the  fair.ilv   estate  on    the    ileath 
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of  liis  father  in  IT'^fi.  lie  entered  at  once  with  eliaracten'stic 
enero-y  u])on  the  scIkiiil's  of  iuij^rovenient  proJLfted  cUn-ini;-  Lord 
ArnisloiiV  lUv.  'J1iou,nh  luml  of  the  l)ar,'and  leader  \)f  the 
Scottish  ()|)])o.sition  in  I'ailianicnt,  he  still  found  time  tor  his 
count i-y  improvements  at  home,  and,  durini;'  the  busiest  period 
of  his  jjublic  life,  built  the  modern  liouse  of  Arniston.  anti  I  dd 
out  ;u"ound  it  the  lonii,'  avenues  stretclnng  across  what  was  then 
little  better  than  o])en  moor. 

'j'he  Society  of  Im])r()\ei-s  in  Aii,iiculture  were  at  tliat  time 
connnencing  their  labours,  pioneers  in  the  march  now  so 
eagerly  followed.  They  ])ointed  out  tlie  necessity  for  i-elieving 
the  land  from  the  scourging  routine  of  successive  corn  crops, 
an.d  the  advantages  of  a  f  dlow  ;is  part  of  the  rotation.  Thev 
also  >ho\'.ed  tlie  pi'otit  to  be  derived  from  draining,  encloNing, 
•sunnnei-  fdlowing,  ami  from  the  cultui-e  of  rape,  tu,rni]i,  cab- 
bage, ])otatoes.  and  clover,  as  ])art  of  the  rotation  of  the  farm. 

The  nianufictuiv  of  linen  and  wool  still  contiiuietl  to  be 
a  large  ])art  of  the  work  of  a  farm  household,  and  shared 
the  iSocietv's  attention  with  out-of-doors  Inisbandrv.  Lortl 
Stair,  one  of  the  nu)st  active  of  th.e  improvers,  establislied 
a  nianuficture  of  fine  linen,  made  i\om  tia\  raisetl  upon  his 
farm,  and  dressed  at  his  Lordship's  mill.  AVcll-wishers  to  their 
country  were  urged  to  encourage  Scottish  manufactures  bv 
giving  a  preference  to  home-spvni  stufls  ;  and  agriculture  was 
to  be  encouraged  bv  a  sinnlar  preference  being  shown  for  ale 
and  spirits  made  from  Scottish  barley. 

Lord  Ikdhavcn,  the  suj)posed  author  of  the  Count rijnuuC ft 
llud'uncnts^  describing  the  contlition  of  Last  Lothian,  savs, 
*'Sown  grass  i-s,  I  know,  a  very  great  rarity  among  husbandmen, 
neither  can  they  well  have  it  as  at  present  their  fu-ms  are 
ordered.''  Lie  recommended  the  "setting  asitle  a  ])iece  of  moist 
ground  for  pasture,  and  enclosing  it  with  a  dry-stone  dvke 
made  of  tlie  stones  gatliered  off  the  laml — the  athantages 
woid(l  be  the  saving  the  wages  of  a  horse  herd  ;  the  hor>es 
may  be  left  out  at  night  in  sunnner,  and  more  labour  will 
be  got  from  the  servants,  whose  tirue  is  now  taken  up  witli 
gathering  thistles  and  other  garbage  for  the  horses  to  feed 
upon  in  the  stables,  aiul  the  great  trampling  and  pulling  up 
of  your  corn  will  be  prevented."  "  As  for  your  labouring  oxen," 
lie  continues,  "  thev  recjuire  to  be  well  hd  in  some  moist  pasture  ; 
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tliouL;-))   the  <i;rass  be  I'oarse  it  matters  not,  })r(ni(k'(]  it  ])e  Idn^-.  . 
ami  (■n()ii<;li  of  it  to  I1II  their  bellies/' 

l''ron)  want  of  winter  food,  sheeji  and  cattle  sufiered  severely 
during,'  ])rotraeted  storms,  not  rec(jverin<2,-  their  condition  till 
late  in  the  succeeding'  .^unmier.  In  one  of  his  lettei-s,  written 
in  the  month  of  Ma,v  from  Castle  Let)d,  President  Dundas  sav<. 
'•Alter  the  starvation  of  the  winter,  I  can  <;'et.  no  cattle  tit  foi- 
the  joiH-ney  south."' 

It  became  about  this  time  a  sti])ulatioH  in  leases  tliat 
tenants  were  to  hei'd  thi-ir  cattle  and  sheej)  in.  winter  ;is  v.eW  as 
in  summer,  and  to  house  them  at  nioht  in  place  of  allowing 
them  to  ranL;e  over  tlie  countrv  as  formerly. 

As  mav  be  su})])osed  from  the  above,  enclosures  were  few 
anil  far  between,  though  from  this  time  thev  began  to  be 
ra])idlv  extended.  The  phui  of  the  \soods  and  ])leasure  grounds 
whicli  were  to  be  formed  around  the  riew  mansion  at  Arni>to]i 
included  also  a  systematic  design  for  the  enclosure  of  the  adjoin- 
ing land.  The  home  farm  was  to  be  sub-tlivided  into  rectangular 
Helds  of  from  twelve  to  sixteen  acres  each,  separated  by  gra.-s 
ride.s  twenty  feet  wide,  bordered  on  both  sides  bv  a  margin  of 
like  width,  jilanted  with  rows  of  trees  ;  each  field  being  tluiN 
surrounded  by  a  belt  of  avenue  sixty  feet  wide.  This  schense 
was  not  carried  out,  and  the  enclosures  were  made  with  hedge 
antl  ditch  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Plantations,  as  well  for  the  su]iply  of  timber  as  for  sheltei-, 
were  being  made  throughout  the  country.  The  larch,  in- 
troduced about  the  year  1725,  was  becoming  one  of  the 
stantlard  forest  trees.  A  few  were  planted  in  the  'W'ihkr- 
ness.  and  as  it  is  not  often  that  the  nurservman's  bill  for  w  hat 
is  now  large  timber  has  been  preserved,  the  account  is  here 
subjoined  : — 

Dlnoas  of  Auxistox,  ui/c  of  t!tc  Soui/ors  of  tlic  College  ofjnsttce. 
To  Robert  M'Lel/an. 

Feb.    6,     I73S.  y-  ,^  j^ 

To  2  large  l.arch  Iret-s,  4  and  o  feet  high,  —      5      «> 

To  12  smaller  Larch  trees.  .  .  —    12      0 

The  sub-soil  on  which  these  trees  have  grown  is  a  coarse 
gravel,  at  an  altitude  of  500  feet  above  the  sea.      One  of  them. 
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at  3i  feet  above  tlie  gi-ound,  has  a  girth  of  11-i  feet,  aiui  eon 
tains  ujnvards  of  two  limuh-ecl  cubic  feet  of  timber.  The  otiie 
is  nearlv  as  larw,  ■ 


JiJr  *  ! 


i  %.  .. 


'I-. 


•^i-?--. 


Tlie  following  account  of  inl])rove^lent^  in  the  hoii-c  and 
pleasure  grounds  at  .Vrniston,  begun  at  this  time,  i^  Tiiken 
fron>  the  ]\1S.  of  the  Chief  Baron  Dundas: — 

"  Immediately  after  his  father's  deatli  in  17-^,^  Mr.  Dinalas. 
then  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  eoiumenced  the  extc-n?ive 
improvements  he  executed.  The  house  he  had  already  be^^un, 
and  he  c()m[)]eted  the  centre  autl  the  tliird  })art  of  the  present 
house  to  the  east,  together  with  the  two  pa\  ilions,  the  colonnades. 
and   a   small    part    of    the    stable    next    the   cow-house,   and    the 

'   1726. 
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75 


blacksmith's  shoj),  three  years  a^o  comerted  by  me  into  a  coaeh- 
liouse.  He  also  took  down  the  partition  which  had  hitherto 
(!i\ided    the   oak-room   into  two   ]-oonis.   and   made    the   whole    his 


Jlah  ofArhiston 


r If 

I 


/=  fe^,- 


dinhig-room,   and    added    to    it    the    <ilass    doors,  where    now    the 
portico  stands. 

'•'  .\lso  at  a  very  <ircat  expense   he  formed  the  cascade   in   tlie 
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Gardener's  Park,  ^^]uc•ll  was  let  off"  when  he  and  liis  guests  sat 
down  to  dinner,  and  eontinued  to  run  tor  about  an  hour.  The 
aquedue',  wltith  filled  tlie  reservoir  pond  at  the  top  of  the  bank, 
was  broUi;ht  otl'  by  a  dam  innnediately  beneath  the  junetion  of 
the  Deanliead  and  Castleton  burns,  the  remains  of  whieh  are 
visible  in  tl.e  wood  to  this  d.iy.  I  just  reeollect,  and  that  is  all, 
the  takinii,-  down  of  this  caseade,  sometime,  I  think,  about  the 
17()i,  ■\\heu  the  })resent  i^arden  was  made  by  my  father.  The 
steps  and  stages  of  the  eascade.  reseinblin;:i:  that  at  Chatsworth, 
Avere  of  stone,  and  the  ajipearanee  of  the  white  water,  tumbling 
down  from  one  to  the  other,  is  still  fresh  in  my  recolleetion.  'i'he 
water  fell  into  the  pond  which  is  now  in  the  middle  of  the  garden, 
and  thence  by  a  sluice  into  its  natural  channel  near  the  Grotto."  ^ 

Tlicse  wm-ks  seem  to  have  been  jn-dceecled  vith  very  slowly, 
part  of  the  buildings  remaining  uniinished  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Dim(las"s  death.  The  beautiful  })lasler-work  in  tlie  hall  and 
librarv  is  an  instance  of  tlii<.-  It  seems  to  lia\e  been  the  \vork 
of  one  ni;ui,  Jose})h  Ijr/er,  prob;d)lv  a  Germa.n.  wlio  was  engaged 
first  for  tiiree  vears,  and  subsequently  for  a  second  jK^riod  of 
the  same  duration,  liis  em})loyer  binding  liimself  to  ])ay  the 
said  Josepli  I^nzer  yearly  the  sums  contained  in  the  contract, 
and  "  entertaining  him  witli  bed  and  board  in  liis  saitl  house, 
or  any  other  ])lace  where  he  should  employ  him.'"' 

The  out-of-doors  work  /idvanoed  more  rapidly,  and  within 
a  very  few  years  woods  and  pleasure  grounds  round  the  new 
mansion  had  been  com})leted. 

The  reduced  copy  of  tlie  plan  of  IT.'^G  shows  what  was  con- 
templated, and  illustrates  the  Scottish  landscape  gardening  of 
the  day.  In  atlditiou  to  tlie  garden  and  orchard,  the  plan 
comj)risrd  what  was  calletl  a  \\  ililerness  or  shrubbery,  intersected 
in  all  diieetions  by  alleys  bordered  by  yew  hedges.  Carlvle, 
in  his  Autobiogra{)hy,"  describes  a  similar  garilen  at  Drumore, 

^  The  plan  given  on  p.  45  shows  the  woo'ls  ami  grounds  at  Arniston  in  1690. 
That  on  p.  75  shows  the  improvements  proposed  in  1726,  and  that  on  p.  77 
shows  what  had  been  done  !iy  1 753,  the  date  of  Mr.  Dundas's  d.eath.  Naturally, 
during  the  period  of  nearly  thirty  years  which  elapsci  between  the  commence- 
ment of  Mr.  iJundas's  improvements  and  his  death,  various  changes  in  the 
design  for  the  remoilelling  of  Arniston  were  made.  Tlic  plan  on  p.  75,  v.heii 
compared  with  that  on  p.  77,  will,  however,  give  a  general  idea  of  what  was 
proposed  and  what  was  carried  out. 

-  See  woodcut,  page  1 10.  '  Page  7. 
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in  Vii^t  Lothian,  :is  '-full  oi'  close  walks,  and  labvrinllis,  aiu 
wihicrnesses,  Avliich.  llioui;ii  it  ilid  not  ocfupv  a])o\(.'  four  or  iiw 
acres,  co^t  one  at  least  two  hours  to  })eranibiilate.""  'J'ouartl: 
the   end    of  the   eentui'V,  w  ildernesses   had   had   th.eir  day  ;   tli'. 


OF  THE 
Mills    *»D    tUCinSUSES 

TUt  1"  PRESIDEKT  CUNOAS 


fasjiiou  chano-ed,  and  people  became  weary  of  labyrinths  with 
tlieir  endless  paths  and  trim  hetlges.  The  wilderness  at  Arniston 
■shared  the  fate  of  many  others.  Its  hedges  were  grul)bed  up, 
except  that  here  and  there  a  yew  l)ush  or  two  were  left,  which, 
now  oTo\\n  into  trees,  serve  to  mark  the  lines  of  the  original  plan. 


CHAPTEll    VII. 

THE  FUIST  I'UESIDKXT  'iWS])A^~co>ifl>ii>,'d. 

As  a  counsel  at  the  bar.  duviiii);  the  years  wliieh  fdlL-i^set] 
his  dismissal  from  otiiee,  in  ITi^-J,  ]\lr.  Dmulas  achieved  the  vcrv 
highest  success  ;  and  his  name  is  honourably  associated,  in  the 
history  of  tlie  Scottish  bar,  with  the  vindication  of  the  riuht>  of 
juries  to  return  a  (general  verdict  on  the  <i;uilt  or  innocence  of  the 
accused.  From  the  time  of  diaries  u.,  it  liad  been  customary 
in  Scotland  to  restrict  tlie  jiuy  to  a  xerihct  of  proven  or  noi 
proven,  leavinu;  it  to  tlie  judges  to  determine  tlie  ([ue^tion  of 
whether  the  facts,  if  found  proven,  were  such  as  to  infer  tlie 
o'uilt  of  the  accused,  liut  in  3  7'28,  c:;n  the  occasion  of  tlie  t)-ial 
of  Carneii'ie  of  l-'iiiha\eii,  for  the  murder  of  the  Earl  of  Strath- 
more,  the  elocjuence  of  Dumlas  jjcrsuadetl  the  jurv  to  return  a 
general  verdict  of  not  guilty,  and  the  right  of  a  jury  to  d.o  so 
has  never  since  been  cjuestioned  in  Scotland.' 

Dundas  no  sooner  fountl  himself  in  oj)})osition  tluui  the 
attractions  of  political  life  began  to  draw  him  steadilv  into  the 
vprtex  of  the  I'arliamentary  struggle.  There  was  soon  no 
more  eager  or  influential  member  among  the  representatives 
of  Scotland.  And,  indeed,  the  times  gave  am})!e  opportuiiitv 
for  a  vigorous  opposition.  It  was  in  IT-JJi  that  the  >tar  of 
AValpole  began  to  sink.  That  year  saw  the  introduction  of 
those  two  tinancial  measures  of  which  it  has  been  saitl,  that  the 
first  was  "certainiv  wi-ong,  but  carried  bv  large  majorities  ;  the 
latter  as  certainly  ju>t  and  uise,  but  repelled  by  the  over- 
powering force  of  public  indignation."  The  first  t)f  tliese 
measures  \\a>,  a  propo>al  to  en.croach  upon  the  Sinking  Fuiul, 
and  applv  half  a  million  of  monev,  which  ought  to  have  been 


^  A  full  report  of  this  case  will  be  fouml  in  the  State  Trials,  vol.  xvii.  pp. 
73-151- 
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applied  to  tlk'  reiUiclion  oi'  debt,  to  the  senice  of  the  current 
\cnr.  Thi.N  iiicasuix',  utisouiul  in  tnery  \\ay,  was  apj)n)\o(l  l)\ 
i'arliaineiit  a.nJ  tliL-  coiinlrv.  The  secoiul  iiu-asuiv  \sas  the 
i'AC'ise  scheme,  a  measure  wliich,  based  on  somul  principles  and 
ealculatetl  to  confer  innnense  benefits  on  the  comitry,  had  to  be 
withdrawn  in  consecp.ienc'e  of  ]io])u]ar  chunom-  antl  tlie  opposi- 
tion of  tlie  House  of  ("onnnons. 

W'alpole  did  not  re-introduce  his  l^xcise  scheme;  but  he 
neither  fora;ot  nor  forg-ave  his  o])]ionents,  |)u])lic  or  })ri\ate. 
One  i)f  tlie  Litter  was  Lord  C'hesteriield,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Croxernnient,  as  I.t-rd  Steward  of  the  Household,  and 
who  was  dismissed  from  ottice  two  davs  after  the  witluh-awal  of 
the  Excise  scheme.  Soon  after  this,  the  Duke  of  ^lontrose, 
the  Karl  of  Stair,  and  the  J-'.arl  of  Marchmont,  all  holdino-  offices 
in  Scotland,  were  dismissed  :  other  dismissals  followed,  with 
the  inevitable  result  of  stren^theninii;  the  Opposition,  whose 
infhience  was  felt  durini;-  the  general  election  of  17'34.  The 
result  of  tlie  election  was  a  serious  dinn"nutioii  in  the  sti-eny-th 
of  \\'alpole,  wlio,  however,  had  still  a  majoritv  at  his  back 
anij^ly  sufncient  to  enal>le  him  to  carry  on  the  (itnei-nment. 

In  Scotland,  the  opposition  to  AValpole  was  o-aining 
strength.  The  dismissal  of  the  Duke  of  ^lontrose  and  the 
Ivu'ls  of  Stair  and  ]\Iarchmont,  had  driven  tiiese  noblemen  into 
ojien  o])position  ;  and  Lord  Ilav,  who  since  17^5  had  managed 
tlie  affairs  of  Scotland  on  behalf  of  the  great  Whig  minister, 
now  found  himself  confronted  bv  tlie  jiowerfid  ojiposition  of 
an  Independent  Whig  jiarty.  It  is  undoubted  that  the 
t)j)position  to  \Valpole  was,  so  far  as  most  Scotsmen  were  con- 
cerned, directed  not  >o  much  against  the  financial  jiroposals  of 
the  minister,  as  against  the  j)ower  of  his  Scottish  manager. 
Jealousy  may,  to  some  extent,  have  influenced  tlie  peers  who 
led  the  opjHisition  in  Sc<jtlanil  ;  but  they  certainly  persuaded 
themselves  that  the  system  under  wliicli  Scotland  was  ])eing 
governed  ^vas  not  fitted  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  reigning 
fimily,  ami  accordingly,  in  all  their  endeavours  to  subvert  Lord 
Hay,  they  were  sustained  by  the  belief  that  thev  were  pro- 
moting the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Dundas  took  an  active  part  in  leading  the  o])})osition 
of  the  Scottish  representative  peers  and  mem])ers  of  the  House 
of  Connnons   to  tlie  sy><tem  of  "  corrujition  and  opj)ression."  bv 
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wliidi,  as  they  honestly  l)elie\etl,  the  government  of  Scotlnnd 
was  aihiiinistered  hv  the  Karl  of  Ilav.  He  acted  as  ad\i>er  to 
the  Seottisli  })eei-s,  aiul  gave  to  their  eouncils  the  aid  of  hi> 
Parliameutarv  experience  antl  clear-headetl  t;dent  for  busines>. 
He  seems  to  have  anticipati'd  idtimate  di>a^ier  to  the  country 
as  tlK'  result  of  the  (TO\ermiieat  measures,  and  to  have  looked 
upon  its  pros])ects  as  ol()o)nv  in  the  extremed 

Apart  from  Ins  attachment  to  the  Independent  AVliiu'  part\. 
and  zeal  for  its  cause,  his  opposition  to  the  Earl  of  Ilav  was 
stimulated  bv  disti-u^t  in  the  loyalty  of  the  Karl's  auents. 


Mr.  Dlndas  to  liis  Son  (jijler/rard.s  Sk.cond  Prksidknt  Dcnuas) 

(il  l^trcciit,  ivherc  he  ivas  Stiidii'viif:. 

MUREHOUSF,,  j\'oz\   3,    1733. 

Sox. — I  was  glad  to  know  of  your  safe  arrival  at  L'trecht,  and 
hope  you  will  take  care  not  to  make  your  journc}-  as  useless  as 
laost  young  people  do.  ...  I  assure  you  the  aj)pearance  of  things 
abroad  doth  heartily  alarm  all  of  us  who  wish  well  to  the  present 
constitution,  and  have  no  places  to  take  care  of  Cod  prevent  our 
fears.      Take  care  of  your  health  and  studies.      Adieu. 


Mu.   DcXDAS  tu  Ills  Sox  at    Utrecht. 

Sox, — I  can  give  you  very  little  account  either  of  mvself  or  of 
what  is  doing  here.  I  have  often  told  you  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  writing  news  unless  we  h.ive  a  mind  that  what  we  write 
should  be  read  at  the  post-oflice.  And,  as  for  myself,  the  sum  of 
the  whole  is,  that  I  never  was  so  harrassed  with  close  attendance 
on  our  House  of  Commons  to  no  other  pur})ose  tlian,  far  as  we 
can,  to  prevent  other  folks  doing  mischief      Farewell. 

Ilo.  DrxDAs. 

LONOON,  2lsf  M'.ur^i  1734. 

London,  za  rl /•!■!;  1734. 

Sox, — .   .   .    You  know  I    never  write  any  news  for  a  \erv  good 

reason.      I  nmst  still  leave  you  to  uuike  your  judgment  fron!  what 

you  hear,  and,  in  general,  not  to  believe  one  word  but  w  !iat  vou 

are  well  assured  of      Our  proceedings  in  Parliament  Mill  eertainly 


Letter  to  his  son.  Feb.  6,  1735. 
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jilanii  every  country  either  with  Joy  or  surprise  ;  our  List  nsolutiiin 
-urely  shows  more  eoufidcnce,  or  more  submission,  tluui  ever  KiTiii 
WilH.uu  could  ohluin,  or  ever  Kinp;  Charles  advenlurt-d  to  ask.  .  .  . 
Farewell.  Ho.  Dinda-s. 


Mh.   Dlnuas  (o  Ills  Wauu  and  Nephew,  Lord  Bakganv, 

al   Vtirchl.  '■''^' 

KoiXKi: KG vr, ////)'  6,  1734. 
M\  Lord, —  I  am  glad  you  are  arrived  safe  at  L'trceht,  and 
hope  you  arc  in  perfect  health.  As  for  di\isions  at  th.c  time  of 
our  l-^lections  I  had  no  share  in  them,  tho'  I  hail  some  of  the 
tR)uble.  However,  our  transactions  make  a  good  deal  of  noise. 
as  you  '11  see  by  the  public  jirints,  and  probably  may  make  some 
more  when  the  ])arliament  sits  down.  .Such  a  set  of  Peers  I  thhik 
we  never  had  set  up  and  forced  through,  in  o]:))K)sition  to  so  many 
iuuch  greater  men  and  the  Ijest  families;  acts  of  power  too  stroi.g 
ci  ami  .sacra  fames.  As  to  the  elections  of  our  connnoners,  there 
are  many  more  factious  persons  than  even  last  ])arliameHt  from  the 
counties,  and  would  have  been  more  still  if  the  returns  had  been 
fairly  made,  but  such  liberties  were  taken  by  the  sheriffs  and  re- 
turning officers,  and  such  barefaced  things  done,  as  power  and 
a  majority  can  alone  screen  and  justify. 

Mr.   Dcxdas  to  liis  Son  at   L'lnr/tt. 

Fd>.  6,  i7:,s. 
Son, —  I  have  now  been  in  London  near  a  month,  in  a  continual 
hurry,  so  as  that  resolved  to  Avrite  to  you  every  })ost,  1  have  slipjied 
them  from  dav  today.  We  go  on  much  in  the  old  way  ;  there  are 
a  far  greater  number  of  opposers  in  the  House  of  Commons  tlian 
hath  been  seen  at  any  time  before  ;  and,  to  be  sure,  the  generality 

'>f  the  whole  nation  quite  dissatisfied  both  with   our  M r  and 

iiis  measures,  but,  as  they  have  a  majority  in  the  house,  corrujition 
and  o{)pression  in  elections  will  probably  increase  it.  and  so  we 
will  be  left  to  struggle  for  the  sinking  liberty  of  our  country  till 
(>od  in  his  providence  interpose  to  save  us  ;  and  if  he  hath  destined 
lis  for  destruction,  to  be  sure  we  nnist  fall  iuio  it.  For  the  other 
House,  nothing  can  be  expected  frt)m  them  ;  such  a  sixteen  as  u  e 
liave.      God  pity  them.   .   .    . 

""■Such    Ji    sixteen    u>    we    have!     (jod    ])ity    tlieni!"    The 
**>i\teen"   were  the  re])reseutati\e   peers    elected   ;it   Holyrootl 

K 
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ill  tlif  ]irevi()iis  siininK'r,  diiriiiti;  the  general  election.  'J'lu^e 
who  are  aceu'^tonieci  to  witness  the  slee})_v  ceremony  of  electiui;' 
the  Scottish  re])resentative  peers  at  tlie  ])resent  time  can 
harillv  realise  the  passions  whicii  the  same  ceremony  roused 
(luring  last  century.  Before  the  (Hssolution  it  had  been  ])ro- 
posed,  in  tlie  Hou>e  of  J.ords,  that  the  peers  from  Scothuid 
should  be  clio^en  l)y  ballot ;  but  this  proposal  had  been  rejecteih 
When  the  dav  of  election,  the  4th  of  June  IT'34,  drew  near, 
the  King's  list,  a  list  of  those  jieers  ^\])om  the  Mini.-try  wished 
to  be  elected,  was  sent  down  in  accordance  with  cnvtom  :  but 
it  was  well  known  that  trouble  v>as  brewing.  A  regiment  of 
soldiers  \\as  stationed  in  the  courtyard  of  Holyrood  Palace, 
— f  )r  the  ]Kirpose,  tlie  oj)])onents  of  tlie  Government  said,  of 
overawing  the  })eers, — for  tlie  [)ur}X)se,  the  su})])orters  of 
Govennnent  said,  of  preventing  confusion  aiul  i-ioting.  AMien 
tlie  voting  took  ])lace  the  Go\ernment  sixteen  \\ere  chosen  ; 
and  the  peers  separated,  after  a  scene  of  angry  recrimination, 
^ith  their  hearts  iuHamcd  with  jiride  and  jealousy. 

Tliis  incident  was  of  service  to  the  Opposition.  It  has 
already  been  explained  how  Lend'  Chesterfield"s  dismissal  from 
office,  in  consequence  of  his  o})])osition  to  the  Kxci-e  scheme, 
had  been  followed  by  the  dismissal  of  the  Scottish  jieers, 
Montrose,  Stair,  and  ^larchmont.^  Chesterfield  and  Carteret, 
who,  for  S(nne  years,  had  been  opposetl  to  AValpole.  even  while 
holding  offices  in  his  Government,  and  wlio  latterly  liad  joined 
the  Opposition  openly,  now  approached  Montrose,  Stair,  ami 
Marchmont,  and  ]n-oposed  that  steps  should  be  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  Ministers  to  account  for  what  had  taken 
place  at  the  election  of  the  Scottish  peers. 

Graduallv  the  plans  of  the  Oj)])ositioii  were  laid.  It  would 
take  many  ])ages  to  ilescribe  the  negotiations  which  took  ])lace  ; 
for  letters  on  this  subject  are  to  be  found  in  the  public  arciiives 
at  the  Record  Office,  among  the  Arniston  letters,  at  Oxenfoord. 
among  the  correspondence  of  the  secoiul  I'larl  of  Stair,  and  in 
many  other  collections. 

The  chief  advisers  of  the  peers  were  Dundas  and  James 
Erskine  of  Grange,  who  had  recently  resigned  his  seat  on  the 
bench,  on  the   passing   of  the  xVct  which   prevented    Scottish 

1  .S;//ra,  p.  79. 


1735-1  MKKTING  OF  OPPOSITIOX   i'EEKS.  S;? 

jiul<^"es  heiiio-  ineni1)ers  of  rarlianient,  ami  who  now  reprv-.::t\  J 
Clackniannansliire  in  the  House  of  Common-;.  Pai-liaiiicr :  v.a- 
to  moic  for  business  on  the  14tii  of  .Januar\'  1T3-5  ;  aiij".  t^^o 
(lays  before,  on  Sunday  the  iL'th.  a  meetinii' was  held  .k  L^rJ 
Cobhanfs.      Dumlas  jiad  readied  London  two  davs  pre\iv',>lv. 

Mit.    Dlxuas   to   his   Wwv..^  ,    . 

LoNriON,y,2//.  II.  1735. 

Mv  DEARKST  DEAR  Annk, — Yesterday  niornino-  mc  got  sate  here. 
and  considering  wh.it  terrible  roads  we  had,  it  is  a  wonder  :hcre 
was  not  one  fall  among  u--.  \\'e  had  fine  weather  all  the-  wav 
cxce})t  V/cdnesday,  whieli  was  one  of  the  terriblest  days  t-'.  cr  was 
seen  ;  and  *^eems  to  have  been  nuieh  worse  here  than  on  th^,  rv'ad. 
for  it  is  ania/ing  M'hat  mibehief  it  hath  done  in  this  j)laee  :  !-:;:ny 
houses  blown  down,  jnnumeral)le  ehinmex  s.  windows,  and  ri.>'jf-  : 
in  slioit,  vast  destruetion  t>f  all  kinds,  and  a  great  man\  ]-opIe 
killed  ;  nothing  hath  been  seen  like  it  since  the  great  hurricane 
in  the  year  I'^Vo. 

Our  parliament  folks  seem  ])retty  well  convened,  and.  ;jreat 
talking  of  strong  doings,  but  I  believe  t)ur  greatest  battles  v  lil  be 
about  elections. 

Make  inv  compliments  to  my  friends,  and  take  care  of  my 
Dearest  Life  and  Pleasure. 

To  the  I-ady  Arniston,  younger. 
At  her  house  in  L^din burgh. 

At  the  meeting  at  L(n-d  C'oblianfs  there  were  present  tlie 
Dukes  of  Hamilton,  Queensberrv,  and  ]\L>ntrose,  tlie  E:tr>  <if 
Kincardine,  Dundonald,  Stair,  and  ^Lireh.niont,  and  Lord 
Kl})hinston;  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  Lord  Kiu'ar.'.ine. 
represented  the  Scottish  peers  who  luul  been  rejectetl  a:  the 
election.  Lord  Chesterlield  and  Lord  Carteret  were  also  t'i:cre. 
Dunda-s  ami  Krskine  attended  to  atlvise  the  peers.  A  1 -er.io- 
randum  in  the  ]\Iarchm(Mit  colleetitjn  tlescribe>  wliat  was  ;:one 
then,  and  at  subsequent  meetings."- 

'■  Mr.  Erskine  read  all  the  papers  he  had  prepared  up..n  the 
evidence.   .   .   .   After  full  reasoning  upon  the  evidence,  and  when 

'  Anne,    second   wife   of  Mr.    Dnnd.as.      She   was   daughter   of  Sir   V.";::i.im 
Cordon  of  Invergordnn,  PSavt.      Cf.  p.  S7. 
-  Marchinont  Papers,  vi:>L  ii.  57. 
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many  objections  had  been  made  to  it  by  l>ord  Carteret  and  Mr. 
Diindas.  anotlier  nieetinjT  was  appointed  at  Mr.  Pulteney's.  .  .  . 
Lord  Piilwarth  was  to  iav  tlie  transactions  in  Scotland  in  ^t-neral 
before  the  House,  and  to  be  seconded  by  Mr.  Dinida^  and  Mr. 
Krskine,  and  upon  the  beiiii;-  heard  at  the  bar.  Mr.  Sandys  was  to 
move  tlie  impeachment  (of  the  Earl  of  Hay),  and  l)e  su])])orted  by 
the  rest. 

"  On  Sunday,  the  'Jd  of  Feliruary,  tiiere  was  a  meetin"-  at  the 
Duke  of  Queensberry's.  Present  (most  of  the  above),  Avhen  the 
Lords  reasoned  lon^-  and  fully  u})on  the  expediency  of  presenting 
their  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Duke  of  Koxburgh  and 
Marquis  of  Tweeddale  reasoning  against  it.  But,  after  long  and 
full  reasoning,  and  Mr.  Dmukis'  delivering  his  opim'on  that  it 
was  abNolutelv  neccNsary.  for  thai  the  Lords  ii'tir  />c/iri.tt  (lie  drril 
and  the  deep  sea ;  and  Mr.  Erskine  being  likewise  of  the  same 
opinion,  it  seemed  agreed  t(»  l)y  all  that  the  petition  '■Iiouhl  be 
presented.   .   .   . 

"Feb.  S. — The  Dukes  Bolton,  Hamilton,  (^ueensberry.  and 
Montrose,  the  l-larls  of  Dundonahl.  Marehmont,  and  Stair,  \'iseount 
Cobham,  Lords  Gower  and  Bathurst,  and  ?»lr.  Dundas,  met  at  the 
Duke  of  Queensberry's  and  agreed  to  the  draft  of  a  petition,  which 
is  in  the  terms  of  the  resolution  offered  in  the  House  of  Lords  last 
session,  and  which,  b\'  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Dundas  and  those  pre- 
sent, can  be  legally  pro\ed  by  the  evidence  ready  to  be  adduced.  " 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  these  events  that  Dunchis  wrote  to 
lii.s  son,  "Such  a  sixteen  as  we  have  ! "  ^  The  attack  ])egan  by 
a  petition,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords  by  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  declaring  that  illegal  nietliods  had  been  used 
at  the  election  of  the  ])eers.  Intpiiry  was  ordered,  but  tlie 
inovenient  collapsed,  })robal)lv  because  the  (Government  was 
able  to  counteract  tlie  efforts  of  the  Opposition  U)  bring 
.suflicient  evidence  to  support  the  charge. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  Dinidas  brought  hjruard  the 
subject  of  the  })eers'  election  in  Conunittee  of  Supply,  nhcn  a 
j)ropo.sal  was  matie  to  inci'case  tlie  army,  ])y  citing  the  use 
which  had  been   made  of  the   royal  forces  at  Holyrood  on   the 


^  T.be  .--ixteen  representative  peers  chosen  in  1734  were  the  Dukes  of  Athole 
and  Buccleuch,  the  Manpus  of  Lothian,  the  EarLs  of  Crawford,  Sutherland, 
Morton,  Loudoun,  P'indlater,  .Selkirk,  Balcarres,  Dunniore,  (Orkney,  I'ortmore, 
Hopctoun,  Hay,  and  Lord  Cathcart. 
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election  (hiv.  l?ut,  ricli  as  tlie  Scottish  opjjosition  \\a>  in 
hilont.  l')r  Dundas  aiui  J-li-skiiie  of  (ii-aiigv  were  debaters  of  t!ie 
fii-st  rank,  it  was  ini|)ossi!)le  to  make  \\'a\'  ai^'aiust  tlie  niM'n)r,itv 
which  siipporteil  the  Minister;  anil  notliin^;-  came  of  tliat 
movement  against  ^Valpole. 

Meantime  there  had  been  trouble  at  Arniston  ;  and  the 
iollowinp;  letters,  relatini^'  to  the  los>es  in  the  family  frtjm  smedl- 
pox,  vhow  in  a  striking;  maimer  the  fearful  mortality  arising; 
from  that  disease  previous  to  Jeimer"s  di>eo\erv  of  vaccinati(Mi. 

George,  Lord  13al/.ell,  ;uh1  Lord  Garlies'  son,  who  are 
alluded  to  in  these  letters,  weie  j)i-obablv  bovs  at  the  school 
of  Dalkeith,  which  continued  to  be  a  v^ell-knox^n  school  down 
to  the  be<riniiino'  of  this  century. 


Mr.    Dcndas  fo  /lis  So\^  al    Ulircht. 

Edink.,  iVcyr:  13,  1735. 
Sox, — .  .  .  Your  brother  George  lies  sick  of  the  smallpox  ;;t 
Dalkeith,  as  does  Lordie  Dalzell.  Geori>e  is  really  bad  enouirlu 
a  vast  load  of  them,  and  some  bad  symptoms,  but  ue  are  not  out 
of  hopes.  Poor  James  Stewart,  Garlics'  son,  died  of  them  there. 
on  Sunday  last.  They  are  raging  in  all  this  country,  and  of  a  bad 
kind. 

A  week  later,  Mrs.  Dundas  -  writes  : — 

iVov.  20,  1733. 

Mv  DF.  \ii  lioB., — .  .  .  It  has  pleased  Clod  to  remove  Geor:re 
by  death  upon  Saturday  last.  This  is  no  light  dispensation,  but 
we  must  submit  to  the  will  of  God,  who  does  everything-  widely. 
both  for  his  own  glory  and  our  got)d.  I  pray  the  Lord  the  lo->s  of 
liim  may  be  made  up  in  sparing  and  preser\  inu,-  l)oth  my  dear  Re!). 
and  the  rest.  I  hope  you  will  be  a  comfort  and  blessing  to  your 
father,  and  so  tar  as  possible  be  observing  of  all  his  conminncK, 
and  learn  to  become  like  him  in  all  his  qualifications. 

You  cannot  copy  after  a  better  pattern,  he  has  your  good  much 
at  heart. — Yours,  Eliz.  Dindas. 


^  Roliert,  afterwards  second  President  Dundas,  tlien  a  student  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Utrecht. 

-  The  first  Mrs.  Dundas,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert  Watson  of  Muir- 
house.      C/.  p.  59. 
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Mi;.    Dlndvs  to  /ii.\  Son. 

Edixk.,  Di.r.  20,  1733. 
Son, — I  own  1  ;im  in  such  con fu •^ioii  just  now,  that  I  can  scarce 
write  tins  k-ltcr,  sliort  as  it  will  be.  It  hath  pleased  God  to  carry 
oft'  vour  hrollicr  John,  so  tliat  you  are  now  left  alone,  and  vou 
ha\e  the  more  reason  to  take  a  proper  care  of  yourself.  1  v.  as 
to  have  gone  out  (to  Arni^ton)  this  day,  in  order  to  have  buried 
him  to-morrow  mornin^ii-,  !)ut  unluckily  your  mother,  who  is  now 
six  months  oonc  with  child,  and  hath  kept  her  bed  these  several 
weeks,  was  taken  so  ill  this  morninii;  about  six  o'clock,  that  I 
thoucfht  she  would  have  exjiiretl  in  my  arms  before  she  <;ot  any 
help.  .Since  I  A\rile  this  she  is  a  little  easier,  and  the  ])hysicians 
think  she  may  yet  esca})e  even  the  losuii^^  of  the  child.  —  Farewell. 

Ro.  Drxn.vs. 


Mil.   DiNDAs  fo  Ills  Son. 

Jan.  I,  1734. 
Sox. — The  misfortunes  of  our  family  seem  still  to  go  on. 
Poor  Susie  is  now  in  her  grave,  and  Annie  lies  extremely  ill  with 
the  smallpox.  I  came  to  town  last  evening-,  and  have  no  expec- 
tation of  seeing  her  again.  Your  mother  hath  been  better  and 
worse  since  I  last  wrote  to  you  ;  these  la^t  four  days  she  has  been 
pretty  easy,  but  certainly  weaker  .  .  .  Her  circumstances  must  be 
owned  to  be  very  ticklish.  She  knows  nothing  of  Susie's  death 
nor  Annie's  illness,  and  our  design,  if  possible,  is  to  conceal  both 
their  fiitcs  from  her,  till  we  see  how  it  pleases  God  to  dispose  of 
herself — Farewell.  Ro.  Dindas. 


>[r.   Dlni)\s  to  his  Son. 

F... INK., /<.-;/.  5,  1-34. 
St)N, — I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  }(»u  that  your  mother  is  no 
worse.  .  .  .  At  the  s;ime  time  1  ha\e  tlie  mist'ortuue  to  acquaint 
you  that  it  hath  })leased  God  to  make  another  breach  in  our 
family.  Yesternight  Annie  died,  and  I  am  just  going  out  of  town 
in  order  to  l)ury  her  to-morrow. 

Mrs.    Duiulas,    liowever,    died    sot)ii    after    tliis    letter    was 
written. 
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Mn.  Dux  DAS  to  his  Sox. 

LoN'Dox,  Fit'.  12.  lyji. 
Sox, — I  (vmie  to  this  plac•(^  Sunday  was  scvt-n  niobt,  and  Ivim.- 
been  as  well  since  in  my  he.iltli  as  1  couki  ex})ect.  I  have  !ieai-(l 
from  Scotland  that  the  \wo\-  )-emains  of  our  family  are  well.  I 
had  one  from  you  Sunday  last,  the  subject  is  too  melaneh(  ly  for 
me  once  to  mention  it ;  you  have  lost  the  liest  of  mothers,  and  1 
an  incomparable  wife.  I  can  write  you  nothing  in  way  of  nt-ws, 
ail  our  letters  being  opened  in  the  old  way.  hLverybod}  nui-i  -ee 
the  situation  botli  we,  and  the  country  where  you  now  ;u-e,  are  in 
with  resj)ert  to  })nblic  alfairs.  God  send  us  a  miraculous  ur. fore- 
seen dc]i\erance.  They  say  we  are  to  have  a  short  scs--i(in  of 
Parliament.  I  shall  lie  glad  of  it  ;  but  1  cannot  entirely  trust 
them;  neither  can  they  know.  I  lodge  at  Mr.  Ross's.  Take  care 
of  yourself,  mind.      I  have  no  more,  and  farewell. 

Ro.  Dlxda^. 

In  the  .simnncr  of  lT-3k  ^Ii'.  Duiulas  nmrrieil  again,  his 
second  wife  being-  Anne,  dauglitei-  of  Sir  AN'illiam  (iordon  of 
Invergordon.  It  ap})ears  from  a  niemorandinn  on  tlie  H\]eaf 
of  a  liil)le  which  belonged  to  Mr^.  Dundas,  that  the  marriage 
took  place  on  tlie  3tl  of -June  at  Kdinbiugli. 

Soon  after  this  the  I'ollowing  letters  ])assed  between  nuni- 
bers  of  the  family  : — 

Lord  Bahgaxy  to   Robkrt   DrxnAS^  at   Utrecht. 

1 734. 

D.  Rob., — I  had  a  letter  from  you  lately,  which  came  to  my 
hand  at  Arniston,  where  I  have  been  staying  these  eight  days 
past. 

The  professor-  of  law  and  I  have  plyed  the  hunting  clo^e. 
The  dogs  r-un  mighty  well,  but  the  stable  is  in  very  bad  ordt-r.  so 
that  I  suppose  when  your  papa  comes  from  London  he  will  be  so 
much  out  of  humour  that  the  dogs  forthwith  will  l)e  sent  a  pack 
ing.  Indeed,  before  lie  went  away,  he  seemed  to  be  much  coolec 
as  to  his  keenness.      Formerly  he   used   to   get  out  of  bed  to  go  ; 


led 


^  Robert,  eldest  iun  of  Mr.  Dundas,  .iral  afterwards  .second  President  Dunda-. 
-  Laurence   Dundas,  I'rofessur  of  Law  in   the   University  of  Edinbur^l"..  and. 
founder  of  the  Dun<las  Bursaries. 


Kl      l-Mi'M.I! 
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luintin<if  by  'iix   or   se\(Mi    in    the   in<)riiin<>' ;  and   nav..  bct^  i\t    ten 
and  eleven  is  reckoned  a  more  jirupcr  hour. 

Mr.    DrxDAs  /o   his  Sox  at    I'frcchl. 

.■\rni^ion,  .-///-•.  II,  1735. 
...  I  have  this  ninht  oof  c()nimunieated  to  me  by  Sir  William 
Cflckburn  an  intrigue  that  it  seems  hath  been  carried  on  for  some 
time  betwixt  Mr.  Cockburn  ot"  ("oekpen  and  mv  sister  Martlia, 
with  my  motlier's  concurrency,  witliout  payinii-  me  that  small 
depfree  of  civility  ever  to  accjuaint  me  of  it.  In  short,  1  su])pose 
it  is  to  be  a  marriaii;e,  and  so  little  to  my  taste  for  many  re.isons, 
that  I  could  as  soon  see  her  drownt-d.  You  may  judi>e  what  <;-ood 
blood  this  Mill  make  in  our  family,  but  there  is  no  help  for  it.' 

Mk.    DixuAs  la  his  WiKK. 

L(jmu)n,  /■,•/■.  17,  1736. 

Mv  niCAHKST  Tjkf, — Here  1  am.  pretty  well,  yet  still  cou^liinfr, 
no  more  in  love  with  the  plaet-  tlian  the  first  dav  I  came  to  it.  I 
have  been  at  m)  })ubliek  place,  but  the  House.  I  do  not  go  to 
St.  James's,  and  shall  not  1k'  nuieli  in  the  play-house  while  this 
cold  continues.  There  are  few  of  my  acquaintance  here  en  fiiniil/c. 
so  that  I  have  little  to  do  of  an  eveninfj  but  come  home  and  read 
a  book. 

L,ONi)o\,  /iA  26,  1736. 

I  had  the  jileasure  of  yours  from  Dundas  ye>terdav.  I  hope 
you  are  not  the  worse  for  that  journev,  but  I  am  afraid  it  was  too 
mucli  hazarded  in  so  bad  weather  and  roads,  and  vou  will  surely 
excuse  my  anxiety  about  what  1  \ahie  so  nuiefi. 

We  are  all  like  to  I)e  destroyed  here  by  cold  weather  and  hot 
elections.  .  .  .  My  dearest,  I  desire  \  ou  will  tell  John  Dickson  to 
take  care  the  crows  rr^t  not  liberty  to  nestle  on  the  trees  at 
Arniston  ;  this  is  their  time  of  takini;-  up  their  quarters,  but  I 
desire  they  may  lune  none  there.  Let  him  (^et  powder  and  lead, 
and  shoot  them,  and  ,i;et  speelers  ot'  iron  for  the  boys  to  climb  up 
and  pull  down  their  nests.  Tell  him  and  the  ,<,-ardener  likewise, 
that  I  desire  the  second  row  of  Ib)lly  trees  from  tlie  l.)owlin<i; 
tfreen,  on  each  side,  may  be    taken   out,  and    that   the  first  row  on 


1  The  ni.Trri.'iL^c  touk  place;  and  in  the  following  year  a  son  wa.-.  born, 
Archil'.-iM  Cuckburn,  afterwards  .Sheriff  of  Midlothian,  and  the  father  of  Lord 
Cockburn. 


tl(l     /iinl't    '/ii 
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f.icli  side  of  Ihc  bDwlinj;-  ^ifcn  may  be  filled  up  with  them,  as  far 
east  as  the  length  of  the  openino-  of  the  ■walk  that  runs  down  llu- 
hani  croft,  alon^-  wliicli  the  Holly  hediie  runs  on  the  toji  of  the 
sunk  fence  ;  and  that  he(l^e  "svlure  it  is  ill  iir(n\n  may  also  bt-  cut 
over.  There  arc  also  some  bad  trees  in  the  line  )K-xt  the  bo\s-lini;- 
jrreen  on  the  noilh  side  ;  let  the  bad  ones  Ik-  changed,  and  better 
ones  of  the  second  rows,  which  are  to  be  taken  up.  ])ut  in  their 
places.  There  are  likewise  some  gone  back,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  house,  let  them  be  supphed.  I  desired  likewise,  that  the 
little  spot  of  ground  in  front  of  your  windows,  might  be  (Ircs-ed 
and  planted  with  flowers.  1  have  writ  Woodhall  ^  asking  a  supplv 
of  flowers  from  him,  if  he  can  spare  tht-ni^  and  jirobably  he  will 
write  to  you  about  it.  John  Dickson  may  expect  the  clover  seed 
I  was  to  st-nd  bv  a  ship  that  sails  on  Saturday.  I  su])posc  by  this 
time  he  hath  opened  the  view  through  the  Fir  pai'k. 

Sir  Hew  Dulrvnijjle,  President  of  tlie  (\)urt  of  Session, 
died  on  the  1st  of  I'VDruarv  IT'37."'  Twelve  vcars  h;ul  now 
pas.sed  since  Dvuidus  li;ul  lost  the  office  of  Loi-d  Advocate  ;  but. 
durino;  tlial  time,  lie  liad  gainetl  so  great  a  character  for  legal 
abilitv,  that  it  was  natural  he  should  asjiire  to  tiie  liigliest  seat 
on  the  bencli.  T'lie  Duke  of  Argyll  and  Lortl  Hay,  his  brother, 
iiad,  however,  so  ])owerful  voice  in  all  Scottish  a})pointnients, 
that  without  their  support  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  so 
important  an  olliee  as  that  of  Lord  President.  Indeed,  at  this 
time,  no  Sheriff  was  a])])(n'nted  in  Scotland  except  with  the 
approval  of  the  Duke  of  Ai'gvli.  '*  The  whole  noniinatiiMi  " 
(of  Sheriffs),  .Vndrew  Mitchell"  writes  to  Dundas,  "  seeni.s  to  be 
little  more  than  a  li>t  of  the  sons,  sons-in-law,  ami  alliances  of 
tiiose  (gentlemen  whom  the  I),  of  A.  has  tlunight  fit  to  place 
upon  the  bench."' 

In  the  same  letter  :\Ir.  ^fitcliell  alludes  to  the  President- 
shi]).  "  After  what  has  hap})ened,"  he  says,  "  I  confess  I  am 
more  doubtful  than  ever  of  the  nijmination  of  Presiilent.  unless 
what  has  been  done  sh;dl  l)e  considered  as  a  sort  of  conij)en>a- 
sation  for  wliat  is  to  be  tlone  ;   l)ut  of  this  I   have  little   ho]!es, 

^  George  .Sinclair  of  Wooilhall,  afterwards  a  judge,  with  the  title  of  Lord 
Woodhall.      He  was  third  son  of  Sir  John  Sinclair  of  Stevenson. 

-  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  third  ^on  of  the  first  Lord  Stair,  had  been  President 
.since  June  169S. 

■'  Afterwards  Sir  An.lrew  Mitchell.  He  was  andjas.-adur  at  the  Court  of 
berlin  during  a  great  [lart  of  the  reign  of  Cieorge  il. 
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as  the  ]).  of  A.  "rows  e^ eiy  day  more  powerful,  and  of  more 
consc(iuence.      He  tluMvfore  must  not  be  disol)lii;'ed."' 

In  the  en(]  the  Government  resolved  lo  ;t])|)oi!it  the  Lord 
Advoeute,  Duncan  Forbes  of  ("nlloden,  \vllo^c  lon<;- and  splendid 
public-  SLi-vices,  coniliinrd  uith  <;reat  leg.d  ability  arid  hioh 
])erson;d  eharaeter,  hatl  certainly  oiveii  him  a  very  strong- 
claim  for  the  otiice.  He  was,  moreover,  a  great  friend  of  the 
Aro-ylls. 

There  was,  howe^'er,  another  \ acancv  on  the  bench  at  this 
time,  caused  bv  tlie  death  of  Sir  A\'alter  Fringle  of  Xewhall. 
Sir  ^Valter  had  been  niatle  a  judge  in  1718,  at  the  time  >\hen 
]\Ir.  IJimdas  had  requested  Sir  llobert  ^^'alJ)ole  to  relie\e  liini 
of  the  office  of  Solicitor-General,  by  giving  Idm  a  seat  <">n  the 
bench  ;^  audi  Mr.  Dundas  had  now  to  consitler  wliether  he 
should  accept  of  the  judgeship  which,  nineteen  years  l)efore,  he 
liad  unsuccessfully  ap])lietl  for.  Pie  wrote  to  Lord  Hay  on  the 
subject,  and  received  an  answer  advising  him  to  do  so  : — 


LoRij  Irw  to  ^ili.   DixuAs. 

.  .  .  Some  years  agi)  1  was  not  unwilling-  tliat  you  sluxikl  have 
stood  iir.->l  oars  (as  we  say  here),  which  tlie  other  (Forbes)  does 
now,  so  that  all  that  remains  is  wliether  youshoidd  take  the  other 
(jiidgesliip).  Kverv  otHce  becomes  j^reater  or  less  in  a  i,n-eat  measure, 
according  to  the  character  and  abilities  of  the  person  who  enjovs 
it.  The  diL;nitv  of  a  jud^e  sliines  strouiily  here  in  Cuunniny:s.  and  is 
lost   in    I'aue  ;    L'    Anstruther    added    lustre    to    Lord   Whitelaw. 

and  so  will  I^ord to  you.      The   preference,  unavoidable  at 

present,  will  ajipear  manifestly  to  all  the  people  of  Scotland,  not 
to  arise  from  the  comparison  of  the  persons,  but  the  situation  of 
them,  for  the  time  beiny-.  ...  1  am  sensible  of  the  great  regard 
you  have  been  pleased  to  show  me,  in  desiring  my  opinion  in  this 
matter  in  whieh  you  are  so  ncai-iy  coueernt-d,  and  when  I  nresume 
to  advise  you  to  accept  of  it,  I  declare  to  you  that  1  shoidd  think 
myself  unworthy  of  your  good <  opinion  or  friendship,  and  indeed 
of  all  mankind,  if  I  did  not  do  it  with  the  utmost  sincerity. — I  am, 
Sir,  your  most  obed'  iS:  most  humble  servant,  Ilav. 

14//1  May  1737. 


'  Supra,  p.  60.  -  Left  blank  in  the  orii^inal. 
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A(  ClDl.NT  TO  LOlll)  AUNISTON. 


Mr.  Diindas  made  u])  l)is  niiiul  to  acee])t  of  tlie  jiul<)-eshi]i, 
and  took  liis  seat  on  the  beiieli  as  Lord  Arniston,  on  tl)e  lOth 
of  June  ]  "lol. 

Xot  lonji,'  after  his  elevation  to  tlie  bencli,  Lord  Arniston 
met  witli  an  ahirniiiii;-  aeeident,  whieli  he  Avas  of  opinion  mii^ld 
have  provetl  fatal. 


I>()RU  AuNisTox  /()  ///.v  Son   Rohkht. 

KDixF.URt;ii,//.'^r  ci,  1737. 

SoX,— I  had  one  ffoni  you  some  days  Hixo.  since  \vhich  I  ha\i- 
not  been  able  to  write,  by  reason  of  a  most  unhappy  aeeident 
that  befell  me.  Thursday  last,  as  I  was  eoino-  out  to  Arniston 
about  mid-day  in  a  siui^'le  hoi-se  chaise,  with  Mr.  TurnbuU  the 
minister  alon<^^  with  me,  in  jtassiuo-  an  eni})ty  hay  cart  betA\ixt 
Dalhousie^  and  Carrin,i;ton,  the  cart  horses,  startled  at  the  rattlino- 
of  the  chaise,  ran  away  with  the  cart  upon  us,  and  the  caa-twheel. 
coming  betwixt  our  wlieel  and  the  chaise,  tumbled  us,  chai^e, 
horse,  and  all  to{)sie  turvy,  and  draiiged  ns  a  i^reat  way,  chaise 
and  all  along  the  ground.  1  was  ])ressed  twofold  l)eh>w  the  chaise, 
by  which  my  whole  body,  especially  my  breast,  was  most  miserably 
bruised.  What  with  repeated  bleeding  and  cap])ing,  I  am  now  a 
good  deal  better,  but  still  in  considerable  ])ain.  I  ha\e  reason  to 
bless  God  that  things  are  not  worse  ;  I  had  no  prospect  at  the 
time  that  it  was  ])ossible  my  life  could  have  been  saved,  and 
nothing  but  Pro\  iilence  could  have  saved  me  from  being  crushed 
to  powder.  I  ho])e  there  is  nothing  inwardly  h.urt,  since  I  have 
had  no  fever,  but  my  pulse  (piite  calm,  though  my  bones  and 
muscles  are  in  gnat  jiain.  Mr.  Turnl)ull  was  m<a-e  lucky,  the 
violence  of  the  shock  threw  him  sonie  distance  both  from  cart 
and  chaise,  so  that  he  was  little  or  no  way  hurt. 

In  the  spring  of  1T;59,  ^Ir.  Duntlas,  now  Lord  Arniston. 
and  Mrs.  Dunthis,  paid  a  visit  to  their  relatives  at  Inver- 
gordon. 


^  The  roc\d  from   Kdinlniri^^h  to  .\rniston  still  was  by  Dalhousie  and  Carrini;- 
'Jii,  and  across  Tratjuair's  Bridge,  lielow  the  meeting  of  the  waters. 
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Tlie  itinerary  ot"  the  journev  and  their  tnivelli)\<i;  expenses 
were  as  follows  : — 

Thursday,  April   19. — Arniston   to   Leith.  and   across  the    Ferry    to 
Kinghorn  : 

Expenses  at  Leith,    .         .  /^i    15   10 

at  Kinghorn,       .  i      S     8 

Frida)-  20tlT,  Falkland,  ....  081 

„  Perth, 141 

Saturday  21st,        Inver,        .         .         .         .         .  o     9   11 

Sunday  22d,  Blair, o   iS     5 

Monday  2jd,  Dalnacardocb,  .         .         .  o  16     9 

,,  Dahvhinnie.      .  .         .  .  o   10   10 

Tuesday  24th,        Ruthun, o   17    11 

,,  Aviemore,  ....  o     5      .S 

,,  Corryburgh,      .  .  .  020 

,,  Dalinagarr\,  .  .         .  o   13   ii 

Wednesday  25th,  Inverness,  ....  122 

Kcj^ock  and  Invergordon,  .  o   10     o 

Simon,  Lord  Lo\at,  writes  to  e.\j)ixss  his  regret  that  sick- 
ness hatl  })revente(l  him  j)ayinii,-  his  rc■^])(.•ets  to  Lord  Arniston 
since  lie  came  into  that  nei,i;li!)ourho()d.  He  continues,  in  his 
customary  strain  of  mock  luiinilitv  : — 

...  If  your  Lordship  i;()cs  south  by  Inverness,  the  best  road 
is  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  this  hut  ;  for  1  have  made  a  very 
ffood  coach  road  from  this  little  house  to  Inverness,  and  if  your 
Lordship  would  do  nie  the  honour  and  sinytdar  pleasure  to  come 
and  lodge  one  niiiht  in  this  little  hut,  I  can  frankly  assure  your 
Lordship,  that  there  were  n<'\tr,  nor  will  l)e,  anv  gaiests  in  it  more 
welcome  than  my  Lord  and  mv  Ladv  .\rniston. 

I  bey  your  Lordship  may  believe  that  I  am  with  the  g-reatest 
truth,  and  the  utmost  esteem  and  respect,  my  ijood  Lord,  your 
Lordship's  most  obedient,  nuist  obliged  and  uu)st  huitd)le  servant, 

LOVAT. 

BF..\uFORr,  26///  J/i7j'  1739. 

A  journev  to  Liverness  was  no  e;isv  matter  in  those  (.lavs. 
General  Wade  had  bv  tiiis  time  completed  the  greater  part  of 
his  system  of  roads  throughout  the  Highlands;  hut  the  main 
roatl  between  I'erth  and  Liveiness,  which  had  existed  for  manv 
years,  was  still  of  a  very  primiti\e  ilescription.  Lven  the 
roads  between  Scotland  and  Lonth)n  were  rougli  and  dangerous, 
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,111(1  a  journev  to  the  capital  \v;is  a  tedious  and  sonietinKN 
h.i/anlou^  imdertakin;;-.  ^^'e  iiiid  ]\lr.  Duiidas  wriliiiL:,-  fVoii! 
London  io  ]\lrs.  Duiidas,  "' Yesterday  inoi-niiiii,-  A\e  uol  sate 
litre,  and,  considering;  ^\•hat  terrible  roads  we  had,  it  is  a 
woiuler  thei-e  was  not  one  fall  aanon^-  us.""  A<i-ain,  he  \\rites  to 
his  wife,  who  was  near  her  eonfineiueut,  "  I  heu'  of  vou  to  be 
very  careful  as  to  travellinii',  and  consider  whfther  it  will  be 
safer  I'or  you  to  U'o  (to  Dunelas  (';l^tle)  in  a  hoi'se-chair, 
or  in  th.e  coach.  If  vou  take  the  coach.  >ee  it  oo  slow,  and 
that  the  coachman  take  care  of  jolting-." 

In  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  <j,-oat  whev  was 
in  hii>]i  re})ute  a>  a  corrective  for  the  ills  induced  l)v  a  too 
li!)eral  indid^ence  in  ])inK'li  and  claret  ;  and  there  were 
various  places  in  Scotland  where  families  \\<.l'(.]  to  <;"o  in  sunnner, 
which  were  familiarly  spoken  of  as  "i;-oat-whcv  ([uarters."' 

lVo|)le  used  to  speak  coljoijuiallv  of  bcin^'  at  '•  the  goat 
whey.""  just  as  now  a-ilays  they  speak  of  being  at  the  sea-side. 
Probably  plain  footl,  no  claret  or  puncli,  ;uid  fi'esh  country  air 
were  the  real  cures  ;  but  the  univcr>al  belief  was  that  the  w  hev 
was  what  acted  as  a  rcstoratixe.  l?etwcen  IT^i-J  and  174(j, 
I^ortl  Arniston  seems  to  ha\e  gone  to  the  hills  for  this  cure  as 
regularly  as  a  German  goes  to  his  bi-unnen.  In  the  Arniston 
accounts  there  are  entries  of  expenses  in  successi\e  years  at 
Struan  in  I'crthshire.  JlossilJui,  Castle  Leod.  Luss,  and  other 
])laces,  w hich  w ere  visited  for  the  whey. 

Loiu)   Ahmstox  Iu  his  Wife. 

Castle  Leod,  J/nj  9.  1740. 

My  DEAREST  LiEE, —  I  Wrote  to  yon  yesterday  by  the  foolish 
express  that  was  sent  to  j)]agae  me.  I  liope  your  sister  is  not 
the  worse  of  her  journey,  tho'  she  took  a  day  less  to  it  than  s!ie 
intended,  temptetl  by  the  yood  day;  this  seems  likew  ise  a  yood 
one,  so  1  hope  to  get  some  ridini^;. 

The  whey  is  yet  scarce,  but  enough  for  me.  I  eamiot  say  it 
does  quite  so  well  with  n)e  as  formerly;  it  gives  me  pretty  smart 
colicks,  but  these  I  expect  will  leave  me  when  I  have  Used  it 
severid  days  longer. 

All  at  Invergordon  are  well  in  health  ;  we  expect  Sir  William' 

'  Sir  William  Gordon  of  Invergordon,  father  of  Mrs.  Dundas  and  of  tho 
Countess  of  Oomartie. 
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here  this  day.      Send   nu-  a  })arcel   of  Uvist   tobacco   here  by  next 
post.      There  is  none  l(»leial)lc  to  be  g-ot  here. 

There  is  strong- thieviiii;,-  in  this  country  by  the  Glengarry  men. 
and  some  murders.  Tlii^  country  is  threatened  with  a  famine,  and 
1  am  afraid  so  are  vou  at  home.  The  cattle  are  likewise  dyins; 
fast.  1  have  inquired  for  cows  to  buy^  but  as  yet  can  find  none, 
nor  do  1  believe  there  will  be  any  fit  to  be  dri\  en  lor  near  two 
months;  they  have  no  fotlder,  neither  straw  nor  hay,  in  all  the 
country,  and  no  orass  come  up. 

RossDHU, /,y;;c- 3,  1741. 
Mv  DEAKHST  Life, — I  am  here  just  in  health  as  I  left  you, 
living-  quietly  in  the  way  you  may  guess,  going  on  with  my  -svhey, 
which  I  do  not  find  so  strong,  in  my  opinion,  as  at  Castle  Leod, 
riding  and  Ava.lking  out,  calHng  over  in  two  days  in  my  ride  on 
Lady  Castlehill,^  reading  my  book,  playing  at  backgammon  with 
Lady  Janet  Boyle,  fishing  perclics,  but  ha\  e  nut  as  yet  had  a  day 
for  chasing  the  otters,  though  tiie  weathi  r  is  tolerably  good,  but 
want  of  rain  ;  but,  I  belie\e,  bberty  to  be  idle,  and  absence  from 
the  Session,  is  not  the  least  agreeable  part  of  the  scene. 

In  174!2,  Lortl  Arnistoii  went  to  Kossdhu  to  drink  tlie 
o;oat  whev,  ^hs.  Dunchis  remaining  at  Anii>ton,  where  her  son 
Henry-  was  born  on  the  SStli  of  April  1742. 

Lord  AitxrsToN  io  Mrs.  Di  npas. 

RossDHU,  Af-ril  2^.  1742. 
Mv  DKARF^T  IlFVR'r. — I  got  here  last  night.      I  cannot  say  that 
I  was  quite  well  on  the  roail.      I  was  bad  on  Friday  night  at  Glas- 
gow ;  the  journey  did  defeat  me.      This  day  I  am  somewhat  tired, 
but  have  begun  the  whey. 

Ap.  28. 
I  did  not  recover  the  fatigue  of  the  journey  for  two  or  three 
days,  and  have  not  been  on  horseback  since,  nor  had  any  other 
diversion  than  fishing  perches  on  the  Loch.  There  is  not  a  soul 
here  but  he  and  she,  so  you  may  judge  the  rest,  and  not  one  of 
the  neiirhbours  at  home. 


1  Manila,  dau;;hter  and   heiress  of  Sir  John   Lockhart  of  Castlehill,  wife  of 
George  Sinclaii  of  Woodhall. 

-    Henry  Dundas,  afterwards  first  Viscount  Melville. 


1/  ;(l   .'iiU.      >'.-  /<')    r/.ttl.    r.fu,'.? 
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LKTTERS  FROM  THE  HKiH LANDS. 


Lord  Aniiston  in  the  following-  year  went  to  Sliien,  u^'ur 
Aniulfie,  in  Pertlishii'o,  ibr  the  j^oat  whey,  IMrs.  Dundas 
rein;iinin;i;  ;it  .\i-nisLon  j'or  her  apj)ro;veliini;-  eonfiaeuient.        ;  .j. 

Loud  Aumstox  lo  Mh^.   Dindas, 

siiiKx,y//Av  15,  1743. 

M^"  Di:  \iu:sT  Pli:  asirk,, — We  not  to  Stirlinu'  on  Mi)n(lay,  and  to 
this  })lare  yestt-might,  in  good  time,  all  '>afe.  but  were  sadly  })ut 
to  it  when  we  came,  for  om-  bao-g-ao-e  got  not  uj)  till  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  So  that  we  had  neither  knitV,  spoon.  na})kin,  nor. 
worst  of  all,  sheets,  so  that  we  had  a  prospect  of  sitting  in  our 
scabbards  all  night  ;  till  at  last  \\  e  were  relieved.  I  kc])t  the  nun 
all  this  day  to  rest  tlie  horses,  which  seemed  pretty  necessary- 
Tliis  pla.ct  is  ratlier  worse  than  w  hen  we  w  ere  liere  before  ;  garden, 
house,  and  everything  neglected  in  their  absence  ;  not  so  much 
as  a  cow  lu"re,  but  we  are  to  have  tvro  or  three  sent  o\er  to  u> 
to-morrow. 

Shik.x.  ///Av  17,  1743. 
Lady  ^hJncrieff  hath  been  pleased  to  send  her  servant  here 
with  garden  things  to  us,  which  are  very  welcome,  we  having 
nothing  of  that  kintl.  The  weather  has  been  excessively  cold. 
:ind  we  are  but  ill  provided  with  firing,  lushing  goes  on,  and  Tom 
hath  taken  a  little  touch  of  shooting,  but  Currie  and  Vogrie's  dogs 
seem  good  for  nothing. 

SHlK.x,y;/;/t'  2S,  174,1 
I  have  about  an  hour  ago  your  very  acce))table  letter,  giving 
me  an  account  of  my  being  a  grandfather,  and  that  Hennyi  and 
her  chiughter-  are  both  in  a  good  way.  "^'ou  will  congratulate  her 
in  my  name  in  the  most  atfectionate  manner.  I  am  heartily  glad 
of  her  safe  dehvery,  and  now  that  she  hath  once  rode  the  ford 
safely,  I  hope  she  won't  be  afraid  to  try  it  again  in  due  time. 
Make  also  my  compliments  to  my  son.  I  give  him  joy,  and  hope 
for  a  continuance  of  all  favourable  circumstances. 

SHIEN,///;>   16,    1743. 

Mv  DEAREST  KIND  OBLIGIXG  CoMKoRT, — We  are  here  almost 
drowned,  quite  prisoners  by  a  great  Hood;  the  water  not  passable, 
our  horses  and  also  the  goats  gi-aze  on  the  other  side,  so  that  we 


^  Henrietta  Baillie,  his  eklest  son's  ulfe. 

-  Eli/abeth,  afterwards  Ladv  Lockhart  Ross  of  B-ihiaTOwan. 
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<>-ot  no  o(^;it  mIk'V  this  morniii,-:,  nor  can  i;(.-t  a  horse  over,  unless  ^vt^ 
send  In-  the-  bi-id^e,  ^^hic]l.  backward  anil  forward,  would  be  a 
jaunt  of  six  miles'  to  ,<ret  a  horse  here,  and  the  half  of  tliaL  to 
Vet  it  back  to  the  road.  I  think  it  is  almost  time  for  me  to  be 
rookinu"  honuwards,  so  you  may  order  the  ch.ariot  to  Crielf  against 
this  day  seven  night,  that  is  Saturday  the  '-i.Sd.  I  .suppose  they 
will  set  out  from  Arniston  on  Friday,  and  may  get  either  to  Lin- 
lithgow or  Falkirk  that  night,  and  thence  to  Crieff'  Saturday.  The 
bat'-'gage  horses  may  be  citlter  witli  them  or  a  day  later,  as  you 
think  f^t.i 

In  171L\  there  was  :i  complete  change  in  the  mlniiiiistration 
(if  Scottisli  allairs.  Defeated  by  :i  majority  of  rme  on  tlie 
(•hi])penh;un  election  petition,  W^ilpole  resigned  all  his  oilices. 
and  retired  to  tlie  House  of  Lords  ;is  Ivirl  of  Orford.  Lord 
Wilmington  was  the  new  I'rinie  :\Iinister ;  and  part  of  tlie 
policy  of  his  Go^■ernnlent  was  to  revive  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  State  for  Scotland,  which  was  bestowed  upon  the  Z^Janjuis 
of  Tweedilale. 

Mauqi'is  ok  Twk.kdoai.k.-  Sf.(  ukt'auv  ok  Statk  kor  ScoTLAxn, 
to  Loitn  AiiMSToN. 

Mv  Lord,— When  you  rctltct  upon  tlie  present  situation  of 
aflair>  here,  how  difficuft  it  is  f..r  uu-.  who  have  been  unexpectedly 
in  a  particular  manner  distingiiislied  by  his  Majesty,  unassisted, 
without  any  proper  advice  to  determine  wh;it  steps  are  proper  to  be 
taken  upon  mv  first  entrance  into  m.  high  and  pul)lic  a  station.  y(ui 
will  not  be  surprised  at  your  receiving  a  letter  desiring  and  intre;-t- 
ing  your  ].resence  in  this  place.  Xor  will  you  be  at  a  loss  to  judge 
why'l  have  wrote  in  the  vmu-  strain  tu  the  President  of  the  Session.  • 
Half-an-hour's  conversation  could  explain  many  things  which  it  is 
impossible  to  do  by  letters.  I  know,  and  you  will  easily  jK-rceive, 
the  ditticulties  surrounding  me,  yet  I  desire  y(ui  may  be  persuaded 
that  I  never  would  have  embarked  myself  had  I  not  well  known 
upon  what  footing  I  st.)od  in  the  ju-oper  place,  and  that  I  htive 
the  satisfaction  to  be  en-aged  with  those  in  the  Administration 
with  whom  I  have  long  lived  in  friendship   and   connection,  whose 

1  The  journey  fr...iu  Crieff  to  Anuilrie,  a  distance  of  about  twelve  miles,  had 
to  be  ptrforiiied  on  horseb.ick. 

-  John,  fourth  Marquis  of  T\v>eddrJe. 
•'  Dur.rnn  l''orbe>  of  Cuiloden. 
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principles  and  views  are  the  same  with  j'ours  and  mine.  As  to 
our  particular  ]iavt,  in  so  far  as  concerns  the  future  ,a,-overnuuT.t 
of  Scotland,  a  <>rcaL  deal  dcj)ends  upon  the  first  steps  taken  bv 
which  the  outlines  are  shajied.  1  am  difHdent  of  my  own  oj)inion. 
dare  not  venture  to  jiroceed  till  once  I  know  your  opinion,  both 
as  to  persons  and  measures.  Your  sentiments  have  always  had,  and 
will  always  have,  the  greatest  weight  with  me,  and  tlio',  trom  the 
jiresent  situiition  of  things,  every  thing  that  could  be  wished 
cannot  be  at  once  effectuated,  yet  1  dare  venture  to  say  more  will 
i)e  than  you  jirobably  imagine.  Let  me  therefore  intreat  of  you. 
for  the  sake  of  your  friends  and  country,  grudge  not  to  undertake 
this  journey.  Nothing  but  want  of  health,  which,  I  hope,  is  not 
the  case,  can  excuse  you.  Should  the  President  of  the  Session 
come  up,  and  you  stay  behind,  I  may  probabl}'  be  more  embar- 
rassed. You  can't  be  at  a  loss  to  know  my  meaning,  yet,  in  all 
events,  let  me  have  vour  sentiments  freely,  and  without  reserve. 
I'oth  as  to  the  measures  and  the  pro])er  persons  to  be  employed 
for  the  execution,  since  it  is  vain  for  me  to  have  right  and  good 
intentions  unless  I  can  fhid  persons  in  whom  I  can  confide, 
proper  to  be  em])!oyed  in  the  service.  Those  may  not  be  indeed 
very  easy  to  be  found,  but  1  sure  the  fittest  will  be  recommended, 
and  occur  to  you.  I  a)n  afraid  you  will  neither  be  able  to  read 
this,  far  less  to  understand  it ;  it  is  wrote  in  a  greatt  hurry,  but  I 
could  not  think  of  sending  you  a  formal  letter  without  assurinij 
you  that  I  wish  to  enter  into  an  entire  confidance  with  you,  »!^  I 
can  say  that  there  is  no  person  alive  has  a  greater  value  &  homiour 
for  you  than  mvself,  and  am  sure  it  will  be  your  own  fault  if 
opportunities  do  not  daily  occur  to  convince  you  how  much  your 
opinion  and  advice  must  have  weight  with  me  and  others. 
LoNoox,  /V/'.  _>v23/,  174^. 

In  the  Cabinet  tlie  Duke  of  Argyll  had  a  ])lace,  but  he  ilid 
not  long  retain  it.  For  many  years  he  had  engro.ssed  the 
\vhole  patronage  of  Sc(jtland,  where  Ministers  had  seldom  taken 
any  steps  without  his  advice  or  consent ;  antl  he  now  expected 
tluit  the  Secretary  of  State  was  to  be  a  new  tool  in  liis  lianus. 
Hut  Carteret,  the  most  powerful  member  of  the  GovernmeiU. 
and  Pultenev,  whose  intiuence  was  also  great,  let  him  knew 
plainly  that  tliere  was  to  be  a  new  system  of  managing  Scotland. 
Incensed  at  this,  and  at  having  failed  to  obtain  a  place  for  Sir 
•John  Ilinde  Cotton,  lie  resigned  office,  and  joined  tlie  ()p{)o-i- 
tion.     "  You   would  be  surprised,''  writes  Lord  Tweeddale  on 
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the  IGth  of  Maivli  174^,  '•  at  a  noble  Duke's  resigning  all  his 
eni])loyiiK'nts.  Wliatewr  may  liave  been  his  reasons  for  it, 
most  j)eo})le,  I  think.  Sfcm  to  agree  it  was  a  rasli  and  .  ,  .^ 
step,  ilc  now  j)nts  liiiuself  at  the  head  of  Toi-ics,  and  the 
present  (|ue>tion  seems  to  be  ^^hether  we  ought  to  liave  a 
A\'hig  or  Tory  achniui.stration." 

The  mauanemeut  of  Scothmtl  ^\()uld  have  l)een,  in  anv  ease, 
a  great  source  of  difHeulty  to  tlie  new  Government,  but  the 
(lifticulty  \\as  mueli  increased  by  the  fact  tluit  thev  were  op])osed 
by  the  Duke  of  Argyll.  It  was  suspected  that  the  Duke  had 
not  only  joined  the  open  and  constitutional  Oj)})osition,  but 
was  actually  intriguing  behind  the  scenes  in  favour  of  the 
Stuarts.  Still  it  was  impossi])le  to  make  any  sweeping  changes 
in  Scotland  sudileidy.  The  Duke's  placemen  could  not  be 
removed  merely  because  they  were  his  placemen  ;  and  the  fabric 
of  })0wer  whicli  he  had  constructed  during  the  ascenciruicv  of 
AValpole  would  not  fdl  to  the  ground  merelv  l)ecause  an 
Administration  to  which  he  was  opposed  had  hantled  over  to 
another  tlie  ])atronage  which  had  been  taken  from  liirn.  It 
was  among  the  bjiglish  men)bers  that  the  strength  of  the 
Government  lay;  vet  it  \\ouUl  have  been  most  impolitic  to 
dissolve  Parliament  in  the  hojie  of  unseating  the  Scottish 
members  who  sup})orted  the  Opposition.  "■  I  know,"  Lord 
Tweeddale  says  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Arniston,  "it  is  his  ^Majesty's 
intention  to  make  as  great  an  altei-ation  in  the  j)ersons  employed 
in  Scotland  as  the  particular  circumstances  of  this  m  ill  allow 
of.  AVe  are  in  the  beginning  of  Parliament.  This  is  a  Whig 
administration.  A  dissoluti<jn  of  the  Parliament  would  ruin 
the  AVhig  interest,  since  it  is  certain  a  new  Parliament  would 
be  Tor^,  So  there  is  no  thought  of  that,  which,  as  your  Lord- 
ship observed,  was  a  material  (juestion  to  ])e  resolved,  and  nuist 
have  great  influence  in  determining  how  far  it  is  ])roper  to  go."" 

The  Government  aj)pear  to  have  been  anxious  to  obtain 
Lord  Arniston's  assi>tance  in  devising  their  measures  for 
Scottish  administration,  and  he  was  repeatedly  in\ited  to 
visit  London  for  the  purpose  of  hel})ing  Lord  Tweeddale  ;  but 
his  healtli  prevented  him.  In  1745,  he  passed  the  autunni  in 
the  north  of  Lnglaud,  suffering  nnich  from  his  old  enemy  the 
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^■(niv  ;  and  in  the  followinn;  year  he  was  l)ent  on  rctirini:  iVoni 
})uI)Hc  life,  anti  retained  liis  seat  upon  tlie  bench  only  in 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  liis  son,  Robert,  who  had  been 
jippoinlcd  Solicitor-General  in  174-2,  althoun;]i  he  Wius  then 
oidy  in  his  tliirtieth  year. 

For])es  of  Culloden,  President  of  the  Court  of  Session,  died 
on  the  lOtli  of  December  17-17.  The  appointment  of  a  ."-uc- 
cessor  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  and  "  made  more 
noise"  in  I^ondon  than  usually  was  the  case  with  the  disposal 
of  a  Scv/ttisli  office.  It  was  felt  that  the  appointment  would 
show  "  what  set  of  men  in  Scotland  were  to  be  supported," 
whether  Jacobites  in  disguise,  or  staunch  adherents  of  the 
House  of  Hanover,  and  wlietlier  every  consideration  w^v^  to 
l)ecomc  sccondarv  to  the  riiaintenance  of  the  influence  of  the 
Duke  of  Argyll.  The  Independent  AMu'gs  believed  that 
neither  tlie  King's  authority  nor  theii-  own  ])roperty  v^-ould 
be  secure  were  the  President's  chair  iilled  by  one  of  Ids 
adherents.  On  tlie  other  liand,  the  Duke  naturally  was  bent 
uj)on  retaining  his  power  as  long  as  he  could,  and  was  quite 
alive  to  the  im])ortance  of  placing  a  faithful  adherent  at  the 
head  of  the  adnu'nistration  of  justice  in  Scotland.  There  were 
four  candidates  for  tlie  vacant  chair,  William  Grant  of  Preston- 
grange,  who  was  Lord  Advocate  at  the  time  of  the  Pje>ident"s 
death  ;  Erskine  of  Tinwald,  who  was  supj)orted  by  the  Duke  of 
Argyll's  influence  ;  Craigie  of  Glendoick,  who  had  been  I.ortl 
Advocate  during  the  llebellion,  but  had  lately  resigned  office  ; 
and  Lord  Arniston. 

Even  before  the  President's  death,  Lord  Arniston  had 
begun  to  take  steps  for  the  ])urpose  of  securing  the  place. 

LoKi)  Arniston  lo  the  Loud  Cuancelloh.i 

D.\:  1747. 
Mv  LoiiD^ — I  presiune  your  Lordship  hath  heard  before  this 
time  that  the  President  of  the  Court  of  Session  is  in  a  very  bad 
way,  and  in  all  human  appearance  cannot  live  many  days.  1  bough 
my  own  state  of  health  makes  it  highly  improbable  that  I  can 
enjoy  any  office  long,  yet  in  point  of  honour  I  cannot  tamely 
submit  without  remonstrance  to  see   another  put  over  me  to  that 

'  Lord  Flardwicke. 
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Cliaiv.  I  am  older  Lawyer  than  any  of  those  who  can  be  lliouuiit 
of:  I  v.-as  older  in  llie  Crown's  service  tlian  any  of  thcni.  1  r;>n 
throu<j,h  both  the  Law  offices  at  a  time  ^hen,  I  lielievc,  that 
service  was  as  ditlicult  as  ever  it  was  befi>re  or  since  ;  and  wlit-n 
no  Lawyers  of  any  character  at  the  Bar  showed  great  zeal  to  -^et 
their  faces  to  support  the  service  of  this  Government.  All  I 
gained  was  envy  and  detraction,  and  instead  of  profit,  a  very  ^rc:it 
loss  to  myself  and  fiimily,  and  a  considerable  sum  never  rejjaid 
by  tlic  Govenniient,  tho'  laid  out  on  the  publick  ser\ice. 

I  was  vain  enoui^h  to  think  my  pretensions  were  full  as  strong 
as  Mr.  Forbes',  at  the  time  he  was  put  over  me,  but  court  power 
and  favour  are  not  to  be  got  the  better  of. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  compete  with  any  man  in  point  of  pergonal 
abilities,  but  I  ho])e  it  is  not  want  of  zeal  for  his  Majesty's  familv 
and  service  that  can  make  me  deserve  to  have  any  new  mark  of 
indignity  put  upon  me,  and  in  these  views  I  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  matter  to  your  Lordslii})s'  consideration,  and  to  hojie  tliat  at 
least  his  Majesty  may  have  the  case  plainly  stated,  Mhich  I  do  not 
know  if  I  can  expect  from  the  great  Duke  of  our  countrv. — I 
remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  etc. 

Loud  Ciian(  kli.oii  lo  I^oiid  Auxiston. 

Powis  flousE,  Dcc.  17///,  1747. 
My  Lord, —  I  will  make  no  apology  for  not  sooner  acknow- 
ledging the  honour  of  your  Loi-dship's  letter,  besides  assurins:  vou 
that  it  by  no  means  proceeded  from  want  of  respect,  and  that  I 
thought,  whilst  I  gave  no  attention  to  y(jur  request,  it  was  better 
to  sus})end  my  ansAver  till  the  event,  which  was  not  then  certain, 
though  very  probable,  should  happen.  Since  I  have  been  placed 
in  my  ])resent  station,  I  have  made  it  a  rule  not  to  take  upon  me 
to  recommend  j)articular  persons  upon  any  vacancies  amongst  the 
Scotch  judges,  unless  of  such  Barons  of  the  Hxchecpier.  a-,  by 
established  usage,  have  been  supplied  with  Englishmen.  \i\ 
indeed,  an  affair  of  that  nature  becomes  a  consideration  oi  the 
King's  servants,  I  always  tliink  it  my  duty  to  give  my  opinion  in 
such  manner  as  appears  to  me  to  be  most  for  his  Majesty's  service. 
I  have,  with  great  fidelity  and  exactness,  laid  the  state  of  your 
case,  as  your  Lordship  have  represented  it,  before  his  Majesty  in 
his  closet,  with  such  other  facts  relative  thereto,  as  have  fallen 
within  my  knowledge  and  observation,  ajul  submitted  it  to  his 
consideration.  ...  I  am  extremely  sorry  for  the  loss  of  mv  old 
acqualntanc'-.    your    late    Pr<'sident,   and    heartily   wish    his    Cliair 
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may  be  filled  vn'tli  ;i  worthy  successor,  and  am  very  sure  that 
iiobdcly  would  fill  it  with  greater  ability  and  sufficiency  than  your- 
s(.ll".-— 1  arn,  with  great  resj^ect,  my  Lord,  your  Lordshij)'s  most 
obedient  &:  most  humble  servant,  Hahdwicke. 

(Probably)  Sir  Charles  Gilmour  ^  to  Lord  Arniston. 

D.r.  ly,  1747. 
Mv  LoRD^ — I  received  yesterday  the  hon^  of  your  Lops,  of 
the  10th.  I  am  informed  the  Chancellor  got  your  letter,  but 
what  steps  he  has  taken  I  know  not,  but  a  person  told  me  this 
day,  who  dined  where  his  son  was  yesterday,  the  conversation  as  as 
about  fdling  the  President's  chair;  the  young  gentleman  spoke 
very  handsomely  of  you,  and  said  he  had  often  heard  his  father 
deelaie  your  great  v.orth  and  abilities,  and  the  assistance  he  had 
from  you  of  late,  without  which  he  could  not  have  carried  through 
the  laws  that  have  passed.-  .  .  .  The  filling  the  President's  place 
makes  more  noise  here  than  I  had  expected,  and  some  people 
don't  hesitate  to  say  it  will  be  a  declaration  what  set  of  men  in 
Scotland  are  to  be  supported,  when  they  compare  the  beha\iour 
of  men  in  ])erilous  times  formerly. — I  am  ever  yours. 

Lord  Arniston  also  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  soliciting 
his  interest,  and  begging  him  not  to  forget  that  it  was  in  con- 
se(|iience  of  the  "persuasive  motives  your  Grace  gave  me"  tJiat 
he  had  left  the  bar  ten  years  before.^  But  the  Duke  of  ArgylFs 
influence  was  entirely  given  to  his  friend,  Charles  Erskine  of 
Tinwald.  Mr.  Andrew  IMitchell,  a  warm  friend  of  Lord 
Arniston's,  warned  liini  that  he  had  to  contend  against  heavy 
odds.  "  The  President's  deatli  has  given  great  and  real  concern 
to  me,''  he  writes,  ''  and  I  fear  it  will  not  be  alleviated  by  tlie 
nomination  of  a  successor." 

For  nine  months  no  appointment  v.as  made.  In  his  diary. 
published  among  the  ^Lirchmont  Papers,  Hugh,  third  Larl  of 
Marchmont,  narrates  the  course  of  the  negotiations  which 
took  place  before  tlie  vacancy  was  filled  up,  and  tlie  \ariou> 
expedients  which  were  from  time  to  time  suggested  bv  the 
rival  interests.     Tise  choice  of  the  Government    lav  between 


^  Sir  Charles  Gilniour  of  Craigmillar,   M. P.   for  the  county  of  Midlothian. 
and  a  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

-  An  aUusion  to  the  Act  abolishing  Heritable  Jurisdictions  in  Scotland. 
■*  S'/fra,  p.  90. 
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Erskine  and  Duiulns,  and  the  friends  of  botli  did  all  in  tluir 
power  to  dania2;e  tlie  re])ntation  of  their  oj)])oncnt. 

It  was  believed  that  Lord  Arniston  would  resign  his  seat  on 
tlie  bench,  if  lie  was  not  made  Lord  President.  ^larehniont. 
according  to  his  own  account,  went  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  told  him  very  plainly  %\]iat  he  thought. 

Dec.  3.  1  went  to  the  Dake  of  Newcastle's  and  told  him  1 
was  afniid  of  being  officious,  but  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  him 
of  wliat  I  thought  might  affect  the  King's  interest  in  Scotland. 
He  said  he  sliould  be  glad  of  receiving  any  lights  from  me  .  .  . 
I  then  said  this  conjunction  was  the  more  critical  from  tht- 
President's  illness,  and  perhaps  death.  Ay,  says  he,  who  do  you 
think  the  most  proper  man  ?      I   said   .   .   .    First,  the    man   most 

unfit  Avas  T ;^  he  was  a  known  Jacol)ite  in  1715,  and   I   have 

no  faith  in  Scots  Jacobites'  conversions,  and  next  he  was  a  very 
dangerous  man  ;  and  they  might  as  well  take  the  crow  n  of  Scot- 
land off  the  King's  head,  and  put  it  on  the  Duke  of  Argyle's. 
whose  subject  I  could  ne\er  be.  I  said,  besides  that.  Lord 
Arniston  would  ])robably  cpiit  the  bench  ;  and  I  did  not  see  how 
they  could  supply  his  jdace.  He  asked  about  him.  I  said  he  was 
very  well,  was  the  ablest  man,  one  whom  the  whole  kingdom 
pointed  out  for  it  ;  and  as  he  had  a  great  property,  might  quit  on 
w'liat  would  be  thought  an  affront  to  him  ;  and  if  he  got  it,  as  he 
was  the  most  zealous  friend  to  the  King  on  the  bench,  so,  I  would 
be  answerable  he  would  belong  to  the  ministers.  .  .  .  But  as  in 
this  case  (the  appointment  of  Lord  Advocate  Craigie  to  the 
President's  chair),  Lord  Arniston  would  probably  quit,  I  did  riot 
see  how  they  could  supply  his  place  ;  and  that  this  wouki  be  the 
most  fatal  blow  to  the  King's  interest  in  Scotland. 

Dec.  24.  After  dinner.  Lord  Chesterfield  took  me  into  hi> 
library,   and   told   me,  .   .   .  they   had  had   a   meeting  about   the 

Presidentship  of  the  Session,  in  which   Mr.  Pelham  was  for .- 

as  the  Duke  of  Argyle's  man,  which  he  owned,  saying  the  Duke 
had  assisted  them,  and  was  to  be  preferred  to  the  squadron  who 
were  linked  to  Lord  Granville,  Sir  Joini  Gordon,  and  the  Prince. 
But  he  added,  he  thought  Arniston  and  his  son  were  to  be  gained 
if  possible,  and  therefore  he  would  propose  giving  Grant  now  L' 
Advocate  the  gown,  and  making  young  Dundas '  Advocate.      The 


^  Lord  Tinwald.  -  Tinwald. 

'  Lord  Arni>ton"s  son,  afterwards  second  President  Diindii: 
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Duke  of  Newcastle  uientioned and  Arniston,  but  stenieil 

to  incline  to  Lord  Klchies^^  saying  he  thonglit  they  shoidil  name- 
cine  who  could  make  it  apparent  that  the  English  Ministry  had 
named  hini.  .  .  .  Then  the  Chancellor  (Hardwicke)  AS'eighed  what 
had  been  said  in  his  Chancery  scales  of  equity,  and  seemed  to  be 
of  opinitm  they  should  name  Arniston.  But  nothing  was  decided 
in  this  meeting. 

rinally  a  compromise  was  effected,  the  Eiig-lish  niinistei's, 
backed  by  tlie  Indepemlent  Whigs,  appointed  Lord  Aiuiston 
to  be  ]'*resitlent ;  whilst  tlie  Duke  of  Aroyll  was  conciliated  bv 
the  ap])ointn)ent  of  his  friend  Erskine  of  Tiuwald  to  the  office 
of  Lord  Justice-Clerk,  the  vacancy  bein_<>:  created  by  the  retire- 
ment of  anotlier  of  bis  adlierents,  Fletcher,  Lord  Milton,  wiio 
received  the  Signet  for  life,  and  the  reversion  of  a  ])lace  for  bis 
son. 

Duke  of  Xkwcasti.k  (o  Ldko  Ahniston. 

Xewcastlf.  lIocsE,  J/ay  12,  174S. 
Sui, —  I  had  the  favour  of  your  letter  upon  the  subject  of  the 
place  of  President  of  the  Session,  which  had  then  been  long  vacant. 
I  did  not  trouble  you  with  an  answer  till  I  would  acquaint  you 
with  his  Majesty's  intentions  relative  to  it.  The  knowledge  I 
always  had  of  your  firm  attachment  to  his  Majesty's  government, 
and  of  your  distinguished  ability  in  the  law,  made  me  wish  to  see 
you  placed  at  the  head  of  it,  aiul  I  was  extremely  glad  to  promote 
the  success  of  a  scheme,  which  I  hope  will  be  equally  to  the  satis- 
faction of  those  who  are  concerned  in  it,  and  have  very  just  jire- 
tensions  to  his  Majt'Nly's  lavour.  ...  If  I  have  any  merit  with 
you  upon  this  occasion,  I  nnist  recommend  to  you  in  the  strongest 
manner  to  promote  the  n\ost  perfect  harmony  and  good  corre- 
spoiidence  between  all  his  Majesty's  servants  in  your  part  of  the 
kingdom,  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  true  interest  of  it. — I  am. 
etc.,  MoLLKs  Newcastle. 

Mk.  Pki.mam  tu  Lord  Arniston. 

.Vay  12,  174S. 
Sir, — You  will  hear  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  this  night 
that    the   King  has  agreed  to  make  you    Lord   President  of  the 
Sessions  in  the  room  of  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Forbes.      I  can  assure 


^  Patrick  Grant  of  Klchics.      He  had  been  on  iho  bench  'since  1732. 
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yon,  Sir,  I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the  letter  you  honour-'d 
me  Avith  of  December  hist,  1)iit  as  it  is  a  maxim  with  me  never 
wilfully  '.o  misguide  any  man,  1  chose  not  to  return  an  answer  to 
it  till  I  could  speak  clearly,  and  show  to  you  by  facts,  as  well  as 
\\  ords,  the  true  regard  his  Majesty  and  his  servants  have  for  your 
ability  in  your  profession,  aiid  for  your  zeal  and  attachment  to  the 
King's  person  and  Government.  I  have  always  wished  to  •^ee 
those  distinguished  who  are  true  friends  to  both,  bat  personal 
altercations  and  })arty  divisions  hiive  too  often  prevented  the 
executicm  of  the  best  intentions  for  that  end.  I  am  sure  you  v.ill 
not  dislike  my  plain  way  of  s])eaking  and  writing.  1  do  not 
always  suppose  a  man  to  be  exactly  v.hat  his  friends  partially 
represent  him.  much  less  do  1  give  credit  to  the  misrepresejitation 
of  an  enemy ;  it  is  the  uniform  conduct  of  every  man's  publick 
behaviour  that  is  the  proper  test  of  his  principles  and  inclinations. 
With  this  view  I  am  sure  you  Avould  think  no  man  deserves  to  have 
a  friend  Avho  Avould  give  those  up  on  slight  insiimations,  Avho  h.a\e 
constantly  acted  faithfidly  to  him,  and,  in  hi^  judgement,  honestly 
to  the  publick.  I  therefore  found  in  my  own  mind  great  diilicul- 
ties  how  to  determine  my  wishes  upon  the  late  event  of  the 
vacancy  of  the  Chair  in  your  Court,  but  as  far  as  I  was  able  to 
suggest  anj'thing  that  might  unite  the  contending  })arties,  and 
which  ought  to  please  both,  I  have  not  been  wanting  to  lay  before 
the  King  and  his  ser\  ants.  The  expedient  has  taken  effect,  and 
his  Majesty,  by  the  advice  of  all  his  ministers,  has  most  readily 
agreed  to  it.  You  will  therefore  now  give  me  leave  in  my  tuni  to 
give  some  advice  to  you.  as,  1  can  assure  you,  I  took  verv  kiiullv 
by  what  you  said  in  your  letter  to  me.  You  will  soon  be  at  the 
head  of  the  Court  of  Justice  in  Scotland.  Your  known  abilities 
and  private  integrity  will  enable  you  to  make  a  great  figure  there. 
Don't  let  politicks  create  you  enemies,  whom  justice  Avould  make 
your  friends.  Unite  cordially  Avith  those  Avhom  the  King  thinks 
proper  to  employ  in  the  great  stations  of  your  country.  You  cannot 
want  support  here  ;  don't  let  them  Avant  yours  there.  A  great  deal 
is  to  be  done  to  bring  the  factious  and  disaffected  in  Scotland  to 
a  proper  sense  of  their  duty,  Avhich  cannot  be  effectually  brought 
about  but  by  a  thorough  union  anu)ngst  those  Avho  are  true  friends 
to  the  CJovernment.  If  there  are  any  persons  encouraged  Avho  are 
publicly  or  secretly  enemies  to  it,  let  us  unite  in  rooting  them  out. 
Let  the  aim  of  honest  men  be  to  detect  those  that  ai-e  not  trulv 
so,  and  Avish  that  the  number  may  be  fcAv,  rather  than  artfully  to 
Avhispcr  that  there  are  as  maiiy,  and  detect  none.     These  are   my 
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principles,  and  by  these  1  desire  to  be  tried.  It  is  absurd  lor  any 
man  in  a  piiblick  life  to  for<ret  his  old  friends^  but  it  is  t-qually 
weak  not  to  admit  into  his  confidence  those  vho  are  -well  inten- 
tioned  to  the  Government  he  serves,  and  cordially  disposed  to 
reconcile  former  differences.  I  should  not  have  taken  up  so  much 
of  your  time  in  sending-,  perhaps,  these  useless  lines,  liad  I  not 
thought  your  letter  required  it ;  and  as  I  have  faithfully  kept  yours 
a  secret,  I  doubt  not  I  may  equally  depend  on  your  not  showiuo- 
this  to  any  one.  1  have  chosen  to  begin  my  correspondence  -with 
you  in  this  frank  and  open  manner,  that  you  may  see  Avhat  I  -wish, 
and  if  you  approve  Avhat  I  say,  you  may  cultivate  a  further  inter- 
course between  us,  v.hicli  I  .shall  be  always  glad  to  improve,  upon 
the  system  and  terms  I  have  here  represented.  I  most  heartily 
wish  you  joy  of  the  great  mark  of  favour  the  King  intends  to  show 
you,  and  am,  Avith  great  respect,  etc.,  H.  Pelu am. 

Duke  of  Akovll  to  Loud  Arniston. 

Mv  Loud, — I  should  not  have  been  so  rude  as  to  delay  for  so 
long  a  time  the  answering  your  Lordshi])'s  letter,  if  it  had  been 
possible  for  me  to  have  said  any  thing  with  precision.  Such  a 
vacancy  as  that  was  did  naturally  open  a  field  for  a  variety  of 
schemes.  They  were  then  very  crude,  and  little  more  than  hints 
that  came  from  several  of  the  King's  servants,  and  which  I  was  by 
no  means  at  liberty  to  mention.  It  was  only  a  very  few  days  ago 
that  anything  was  settled,  and  now  I  have  the  pleasure  to  wish 
you  joy  of  matters  being  accommodated  to  your  satisfaction. 
Your  Lordship  will  now  have  the  office  which,  you  know,  I  many 
years  ago  thought  you  equal  to,  and  which  I  wish  you  may  live  long 
to  enjoy,  being  with  great  respect,  my  Lord,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.. 

LoND.,  Ahiy  13,  1748.  Aiuivi.L. 

Andrew  Mitchell'  to  Robert  l^vsvtM,  ijoiiiigcr. 

London,  ^fdy  14,  174S. 

Dear  Sm, — I  heartily  give  you  joy  of  Lord  Arniston'i,  success. 

I  confess  such  a  President  is  worth  any  purchase,  but  some  peojile 

turn  every  thing  to  their  own  advantage.     Lord  Tinwald  -  is  to  be 

Justice-Clerk,  and  the  Justice  ^  to  have  the  Signet  for  life,  with 


^  Afterv\'ards  Sir  Andrew  Mitchell. 

2  Charles  Erskine  of  Tinwald,  third  son  of  Sir  Charles  Erskine  of  Alva,  by 
Chrislian,  daui^hter  of  Sir  James  Dundas  of  Arniston. 

^  Andrew  Fletcher  of  Milton,  son  of  Hcnn.-  Fletcher  of  Saltoun. 
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a  reversioiian'  <,n-aiit  of  Sir  James  Dalrym})le's  ])lac<J  for  his   -on: 
sure  the  Government  we  live  under  is  full  of  gratitude  ! 

Mr.  Pelliam  told  me  yesterday  that  he  had  wrote  fully  and 
freel>  to  Lord  Arnistor..  ...  I  took  the  liberty  to  thank  liim  in 
the  name  of  the  Whigs  of  Scotland  for  Lord  A.s  promotion.  .  .  . 
— I  am  affeetly.  yours^  A.  M. 

Loud  CnANCELLon  LLvrdwicke  to  Loud  ArixisTox. 

Fowis  House,  May  24,  iT-iS. 
My  I-ortD, — 'I'hc  great  hurry  I  have  been  in  by  the  close  of  the 
Session,  and  of  the  Term,  which  ended  but  yesterday,  has  hitherto 
prevented  me  from  congratulating  your  Lordship  on  the  ^■z^.lal 
mark  of  his  Majesty's  favour,  which  you  have  lately  receivc-i  by 
your  advancement  to  the  President's  chair.  Though  my  ci-n- 
gratulations  wait  on  your  Lordship  thus  late,  I  beg  leave  to  a>^ure 
you  they  are  as  sincere  as  any  you  have  received.  Your  Lord -hip 
has  this  satisfaction  that  you  have  had  the  concurrence  of  a;i  his 
Majesty's  servants  in  your  promotion  ;  and  will,  I  am  contnlent, 
look  upon  it  as  a  proof  that  extraordinary  merit  in  your  profe-sion, 
and  strict  impartiality  in  the  administration  of  justice,  attended 
with  real  affection  and  attachment  to  his  .NLijesty  and  his  Govern- 
ment (qualities  in  your  Lordship,  to  which  nobody  can  do  more 
justice  than  I  do)  are  allov/ed  their  due  weight.  As  it  will  be 
difficult  to  add  to  that  reputation  which  your  Lordship  has  already 
so  justly  acquired,  I  need  only  wish  you  a  long  continuaiice  of 
health  and  sti'ength  to  sustain  this  laborious  and  important  station, 
wherein  I  am  sure  it  will  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  all  the  well 
affected  in  Scotland  to  see  you  placed.  As  your  Lordship  had  so 
meritorious  a  part  in  the  model,  newly  established  for  the  adr.uni- 
stration  of  justice  in  the  room  of  the  Heritable  Jurisdictions,  I  i:eed 
not  press  you  to  exert  your  endeavours  to  sup])ort  and  improve  it. 
New  schemes,  however  wise  and  well  founded,  have  generally 
some  difficulties  attending  the  first  execution  of  them,  which 
require  much  judgement  and  a  propitious  disposition  towards  the 
measure,  to  remove.  I  much  rely  on  your  Lordship  for  both  these. 
and  that  you  will  be  particularly  attentive  to  perfect  this  zood 
work  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  whole  country.  Mav  I 
presume  farther  to  recommend  to  your  Lordship,  what  I  doubt 
not  your  own  inclination  and  right  way  of  thinking  will  lead  you 
to,  I  mean,  to  live  in  good  correspondence  with  your  now  Lord 
Justice-Clerk.^       My    acquaintance   with   him    arose    in  the   same 

^   Erskine  of  TinwaM. 
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niaiiTK'r -with  tint  m  liicli  I  haw  tht-  honour  of  with  your  Lord-hi]), 
l)V  having  rxpcrifuecHl  you  l)oth  ii;  tlit:;  same  oliiccs  ;  and  if  will 
yive  iiH'  gieat  pluasurf  to  set-  my  two  iVicnds  co-operating  toiretlier, 
aud  niaiutainiii!;-  that  hariuoiiy  which,  I  am  siu-p,  will  be  of  great 
utility  to  the  dignity  of  tlu-  Court.  —  I  am,  etc.,  etc.,  etc., 

H.utnwukK. 

Having^  thus  oljtained  the  ohject  of  his  aHi})iti<)n,  J.ord 
Arniston  passed  tlie  remainder  of  his  life  in  trancpiillilv.  In 
J'klinburgh  his  liouse  w;is  in  tlie  aristocratic  ([uarter  kntnvn  as 
IJisliop's  L;in(i,  a  hirge  tenement  on  the  north  side  of  the  High 
Street,  not  tar  iVoin  where  the  Xortli  Bridge  now  joii;s  that 
thoroughfare.  But  most  of  liis  time  was  sjient  at  Arniston, 
where  he  Mas  frcipientlv  visited  bv  tlie  members  of  liis  family 
and  nuir.erous  friends.  One  of  his  sons,  llobert,  the  c^ftspring 
of  his  marriage  to  ]\Iiss  AVatson  of  Muirhouse,  had  already 
hell!  the  otliee  of  Solieitor-Cieneral,  and  wa-;  now  Dean,  c-f  the 
Faxuilty  of  Advocates.  Ilenrv,  tlie  future  \'i>>eount  ^lelville, 
tlie  son  of  his  second  marriage  to  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir 
Williai^i  Gordon  of  Invergonu)!;,  was,  in  17-tS,  a  child  of  six. 

From  the  Household  Books  kept  at  Arniston,  we  can  gather 
some  idea  of  the  style  of  living  at  that  time,  ami  the  following 
extracts  may  perha])s  be  thought  interesting : — 

HILLS  OF  FARE  FOR  A  WEEK  IN   1748. 

SiDulatj,  J^cceinbcr  4,  174-8. 

Dinner. 

Cock}  leeky.      Hoiled  luef  and  ,'xreens.      Roast  goose. 
'J  bottles  claret,      t?  white  wine.      2  strong  ale. 

SlTPPEH. 

Mutton  steak  stewed  with  turnijis.      Drawn  eggs. 
Rice  and  milk.      My  Lord's  broth. 

1  bottle  claret.      1  white  wine.      1  strong  ale. 

Moiulnij,  l)t'Ct'»if>i'r  5. 

Dinner. 

Pea  soup.      Ri'iled  turkev.      Roast  beef.      Apple  pie. 

3  bottles  clavft.      2  wiiire  wine.      '■2  strong  ale. 

SePi'EH. 

Mutton  steak.      Drawn  eggs  and  gravy.      Potatoes. 

My  Lord's  broth. 

2  bottles  claret.      I  v.hite  wine.      1  strong  ale. 


'4-Cl    /I    'A- 
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Tni'.sdaij,  Dcrcnihcr  (). 
DlNNKU. 

Sht'e])'s-head  broth.      Shoulder  of  imil  ton.      Roast  j>o()se. 

Smothered  rabl.iits. 

ii  bottles  claret.     2  white  wine.      1  strono-  ale. 

Sri'i'KU. 

lioilcd  liens,  with  oyster  sauce.       Cold  ^oose.       Cockel  hai>s. 

My  Lord's  broth. 

1  bottle  white 'wine.      I  bottle  stron-,^  ale. 

ll'cchividai/,  December  ~. 

DlNNEIi. 

Cockyleeky.      Mince  ])ie.      Iioast  mutton. 

1  bottle  claret.      1  white  wine.      1  strong:;  ale. 

Supper. 

Scotch  collops.      Roast  hens.      Drawn  egg-s.      Potatoes. 

My  Lord's  broth. 

'J'/uiiwdd!/,  Deconbcr  8. 

J)l\NEK. 

Sou]).      Beef  a  Id  iiinde.      Calf's  head.      1:2  roast  muir fowl. 
Roast  jMp,-.      Mince  ])ie.      Apples,  with  canals. 

SlPPKI?. 

Mutton  steaks.      Rice  and  milk.      Drawn  ei::<is.      Mv  Lord's  broth. 
Fridai/,  Deceinhcr  y. 

DlX.NEli. 

Hare  soup.      Roast  beef      Fricasseed  Rabbits.      Boiled  chickens. 

Tonfjue.      Boiled  puddini;-.      i3  roast  ducks.      Tarts. 

S  roast  uiuirfowls,  with  canels.      Jellies.      Ju<,'ged  hare.      Fritters. 

12  bottles  claret.      4  white  wine.      4  strong  ale. 

Si  IM'KR. 

i2  boiled  hens,  with  oyster  sauce.     Jellies.      Lemon  puffs. 

Mince  fiies. 

.')'  bottles  tlaret.      t2  white  wine.      1  strong  ale. 

Sdiiirdai/,  l)eee)nher  10. 

Din NKi{.  — Scotch  collops. 

Slppki!. 

Fricasseed  hen.      Drawn  egirs.      Milk  and  rice.      Broth. 

1  bottle  claret.      1  v,hite  wine.      1  strong  ale. 

In  tlie  ve:irs  1740  Id  1749  the  (•()iisiinn)ti(>n  of  wine  averaged 
V\W   per  aumini  ;   of  spirits,  ilO.      I'he  wine  was   pi-incipally 
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claret,  with  a  little  French  white  wine  or  Lisbon.  Claret  cost 
VU2  per  hoijshead  ;  Lisbon  ami  white  Frencli  wine,  X'Ki  |)er 
hogshead.  From  tiie  quantity  of  sugar  entered  in  the  house 
hooks  as  "given  out  for  })unch,"'  and  the  lemons  in  the  liouse- 
keeper's  books,  rum  j)unchi  was  evidently  a  daily  beverage. 

Ixjnl  Arniston  was  President  of  the  Court  of  Session  until 
his  death,  which  took  place,  on  the  SOth  of  August  175;3.  at  the 
Mansion  House  of  Abbeyhill,  which  stood  close  to  what  is 
now  the  line  of  the  North  British  Railway,  at  the  point  where 
it  is  joined  by  the  l)ranch  railway  from  Granton  and  Leith, 
to  make  way  for  which  the  old  ^lansion  House  was  pulled  down 
in  1872. 

The  lirst  President  ])undas  died  at  the  comparatively 
early  age  of  sixty-seven.  He  had  never  been  a  robust  man  ; 
and  for  nearly  fifteen  years  before  his  eleath  his  letters  contain 
frecpient  complaints  of  bad  heaUb.  A  hard  worker  and  a  hanl 
li\  er,  he  had  burned  the  candle  at  both  ends  ;  and,  to  some 
extent,  the  dissipated  habits  of  his  youth,  never  wholly 
abandoned,  may  have  impaired  his 'constitution.  He  laithfully 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  maintained  a  correspondence 
with  Lord  Hardwicke  and  Mr.  I'elham  ;  but  it  cannot  be  said 
that,  as  President  of  the  Court,  he  was  the  equal  either  of  his 
predecessor,  Forbes  of  CuUodeii,  or  of  his  own  son,  the  Second 
President  Dundas.  When  he  gained  the  President's  chair  his 
want  of  physical  vigour  rendered  it  impossible,  in  the  opinion 
of  his  contemporaries,  that  he  should  do  himself  justice.  ''  He 
was  named,""  was  the  verdict  of  the  Scots  MagarAnc  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  "  to  be  President  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  his  old 
age,  when  he  was  unable  to  exert  the  force  of  his  genius  in 
discharging  the  functions  of  it.  Had  he  been  raised  to  the 
office  at  an  earlier  period  of  his  life,  it  caii  adnnt  of  no  doubt 
that  he  would  have  equalled,  if  not  surpassed,  any  v.  ho  had 
presided  in  that  Court ;  as  no  lawyer  was  ever  more  conspicuous 
on  account  of  his  singular  merit  and  ability,  or  better  qualified 
by  his  science  in  law,  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office."' 

Of  his  singular  merits  as  a  lawyer  no  better  proof  can 
be  given  than  the  testimony  of  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple.  "  I 
knew,^  he  said,  "  the  great  lawyers  of  the  last  age — ^Mackenzie, 
Lockhart.  and  mv  own  father.  Stair;   Dundas  excels  them  all." 
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His  career,  both  as  a  politician  aiul  a  lawyer,  liaai  been  a 
jL^reat  success,  and  had  laiil  the  foundation  of  tliat  extraordinary 
])ower  over  Scotlanil  ^vhich  \v;is  enjoyed  by  Ids  fn.niiy  during- 
the  reniaintU-r  of  the  centur\'. 


/^ 


m 


'w^^sim 


-:53rsggiSsss?^W»jes§ 


7  :    ■         IV*:     "-~/,^>,// 
■11    'J^'^  .-YV   ilr' 


T'     ^^ 


!!il      ^  -■ 


^>ks; 


u 


t,:;] ; 
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CIIAr'J'KU  MIL 

THE    SECOND    ]'in:Sil)KNT    J)LX1)AS. 

JlouKUT  ])ixJ)As,  son  of  the  liist  I.oi\l  Prcsick'ut  Diuiela^, 
was  born  on  the  IStli  of  July  3  71-3,  and  ^\•as,  from  an  early 
])erio(l,  tiesiined  for  the  ])rofession  of  the  law.  "  A\'hen  he  wa^- 
at  school  and  at  college,  he  was,"'  we  ai'e  tolt!  by  the  Sci>t'< 
Mafi'nrynic,  '"a  very  good  scholar,  owing  to  his  c[uick  apjire- 
lien<ion  and  natural  genius;  but  after\\aids  lie  was  never 
known  to  read  through  a  book,  except,  perha])s  (and  that  but 
seldom),  to  look  at  parts  out  of  curiosity,  if  he  happened  to 
know  the  author.""'  He  studied  at  iirst  under  the  care  of  ;i 
jtrivaie  tutor,  and  was  also  for  some  time  at  school  ami  at  the 
University  of  Edinburgh.  In  1733  he  was  sent  to  Holland,  as 
his  father  and  elder  brother  had  been  before  him,  to  pursue 
his  studies  at  the  University  of  Utrecht.  He  remained  abroatl, 
at  Utreclit  and  in  France,  till  1737,  when  he  retui-ned  ho)ne. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  letters  at  .Vrniston 
relating  to  that  jjeriod  : — 

From  his  Father. 

Edinr.,  iVov.  13,  1733. 
Son, — I  have  one  from  you  by  Saturday's  post  last.  I  don't 
wonder  if  letters  miscarry  when  all  are  opened.  I  don't  value 
Mhat  they  open  of  mine.  I  liave  no  occasion  to  write  anything 
that  I  care  who  sees  ;  and  if  I  had  I  Avould  not  l)e  fool  enough  to 
put  any  such  thing  in  their  way.  .  .  .  '\'ou  begin  a  little  smartly 
as  to  your  draughts,  and  you  could  not  do  it  at  a  worse  time  for 
me.  Demands  are  so  high  in  all  tpiartcrs  for  other  ])eople's  u^e 
more  than  my  own.  .  .  .  As  I  have  oft  cautioned  you  to  beware 
of  gaming,  I  am  not  much  afraid  of  your  falling"  into  it.  But  now 
I  give  you  a  new  caution,  not  to  enter  too  nuich  into  the  taste  oi 
tlirowii\g  too   much   money  away  on   books  ;    when   that    turns   a 
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ilisease,  'tis  as  had  as  picliircs.  When  I  liavc  more  leisure  1  nv  ill 
write  a  little  more  fully  on  this  siihject,  ^liat  I  think  yon  oiir-ht 
to  do:  I'J!  cxpeet  when  you  are  settled  to  hear  a  fuller  aceount 
of  your  economy,  way  of  living,  college,  and  these  thini>s.  — Fare- 
^^ell,  Ro.  IXxDAs. 

From  his  Coits/ii,  Loni)  BAriGAXv. 

MoNTi'ELiEK,  Man-Ji  23,  1734. 

1).  RoniE, —  I  nmst  own  my  fault  in  having  so  long  neglected 
writing  to  you.  Xo  douht  Mr.  Stevenson  has  writ  to  \  ou  our 
proposed  jaunt,  on  which  I  am  confident  you  will  not  baulk  us. 
It  is  for  us  then  to  make  the  tour  of  Flanders  during  your  summer 
vacance.  I  am  so  full  of  the  thoughts  of  it,  that  every  day  seems 
to  me  a  year,  betwixt  this  and  that  time.  You'll  let  us  know  by 
your  next,  your  sentiments  upoii  the  affair.  I  have  writ  to  Mr. 
Stevenson  that  we'll  meet  him  at  breakfast  in  vour  chamber  on 
the  first  day  of  July. 

I  imagine  you  '11  weary  very  much  of  Holland  on  account  of 
the  people  's  being  of  so  villanous  a  temper.  I  assure  you  I  begin 
to  dislike  France  every  day  the  more,  because  I  see  the  whole 
aim  of  the  people  is  self-interest.  No  such  thing  almost  as  sincere 
friendship  even  betwixt  brothers.  A  man  who  will  make  \o\\  all 
the  protestations  and  compliments,  Avould,  at  the  same  time,  see 
you  hang'd  for  a  sixpence.  I  now  begin  to  believe  that  the 
proverb  is  true  which  says  tluit  the  most  agreeable  part  in  going 
abroad  is  the  returning  home.   .    .    .   — Yours,  BAn(;ANV. 

Monsieur  Robert  Dundas, 

Getuilhoine  Ecossais 

Chez  Mon.-ucur  \"ion  a  Utrecht. 

At  this  time  the  dcatli  of  Augustus,  king  of  Poland,  had 
led  to  hostilities  between  the  King  of  France  and  the  Eni])eror 
Cluirle.s,  each  of  whom  suj^ported  a  rival  claimant  to  the  vacant 
throne;  and  young- Dundas  proposed  visiting  the  arniies,  tlien 
campaigning  on  tlic  Rhine,  in  company  \vitli  his  cousin, 
Lord  Bargany.      His  father  writes  in  re}jly  :— 

EDIN-R.,/«;ic-  5,   1734. 

Son,— I  should  easily  excuse  young  people's  curiosity  in  a 
thing  of  that  kind  if  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  thing  practicable,  but 
if  you  consider  upon  it  I  believe  you'll  find  it  quite  impossible.  I 
have  talked  to  some  of  our  officers  here,  who  are   all  of  opinion 
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that  you  will  find  it  so.  It's  quite  another  thing  for  a  private 
gentleman  to  go  into  an  army  of  our  own  where  he  mav  have 
numerous  fiiends  anumg  the  officers,  who  will  accommodate  him 
with  lodging  in  their  tents,  and  with  the  use  of  horses  to  ride 
about  and  see  what  is  to  be  seen,  without  Avhicli  it 's  impossible  to 
be  in  the  army,  and  to  go  into  an  absolute  stranger's  army  where 
you  could  not  know  one  soul,  nor  not  one  of  them  take  any  notice 
of  you.  If  you  were  to  go  such  a  road,  you  -would  not  only  be 
obliged  to  have  equipages,  servants,  and  horses  of  your  own,  Avhich 
would  amount  to  an  expense,  absolutely  improper,  either  for  mv 
Lord  (Bargany)  or  me.  Besides  this,  which  seen)s  unanswerable, 
you  don't  seem  to  consider  the  present  situation  of  the  armies. 
The  German  army  is  at  a  vast  distance,  the  French  lying  inter- 
jected betwixt  them  and  you,  so  it  Avould  be  both  very  ditticult 
and  very  dangerous  to  attempt  to  get  at  the  German  army. 
When  you  consider  these  things  I  am  persuaded  you  will  see 
what  you  propose  to  be  impracticable.  I  am  afraid  you  are  not  in 
danger  of  losing  an  opportunity  of  seeing  an  army  of  our  own 
before  you  come  home^  or  of  seeing  another  in  a  more  convenient 
situation  than  you  can  see  the  Germans  at  present^  and  there  is 
one  other  thing,  I  believe  at  present,  it  would  not  be  well  taken, 
if  any  of  you  went  to  any  of  the  armies  without  express  permission 
from  the  king.  Ro.  Dixdas. 

The  proposed  visit  to  the  armies  was,  of  course,  given  up — 
the  two  cousins  making  a  tour  of  Flanders  instead. 

From  Lord  Bargax^". 

SPA,/«;/tf  9,  1734. 
D.  RoBiE, — I  am  greatly  pleased  with  this  wild  romantic  place, 
situated  in  a  little  valley,  surrounded  with  hills  covered  with 
wood.  I  believe  if  I  had  anything  of  a  poetical  genius  that  this 
place  would  inspu-e  me  to  write  an  ode  on  the  beauties  of  the 
works  of  nature,  which  certainly  human  ait  can  never  equal.  We 
have  scarce  any  comp:uiy  here  as  yet,  but  in  a  few  days  there  will 
be  abundance.  I  would  proj)ose  to  you  to  come  here  and  pass  a 
week  or  ten  days  in  the  beginning  of  July.  It 's  but  three  short 
days  journey  from  you.   .   ,   . — Always  yours,  Bargany. 

Lord  Bargany  returned  liome  soon  after,  and  died   in   the 
following   year,  to   the   intense   sorrow  of  his  cousin,  who.  in 
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one  of  ])i.s  letters,  (leclai-es   thnt  he  is  "heart  broken"'  ;it   the 
neus. 


ri,iic/cr>:n>tgpa>-t  of  a  U'eihihig  Servue  iiuidc /or  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dinidas,  tvlf'.  :-.e  Arin^ 
o/Dundas  of  Arnistoii  atid  h'aUlie  o/Lamingtou  in  the  centre,  andfs^res  o/ Hymen'i 
altar,  Cupids  bou\  and  other  emblons  on  the  margin. 


In  17J5S  Dunthis  returned  lionie,  ami  passed  advocate.  He 
ahuost  ininiediately  obtained  a  considerable  jiractice  at  the  bar  ; 
but  for  the  first  five  years  of  his  professional  life  Ids  fc-es  only 
a\eraged  ^280  a  year. 

In  October  1741  he  married  Henrietta,  dauo-hter  of  Sir 
James  Carmichael  of  Bonnington,  and  Dame  ^largaret  Irdllie, 
his  wife,  heiress  of  the  estates  of  Bonnington,  Lannngton.  and 
Penston.  Lord  Arniston  settled  upon  his  son  an  allo>\ance 
of  X^i300  a  year,  from  the  lands  of  \e\\l)yres,  and  upon 
Miss  Baillie,  as  jointure,  1000  merks  per  annum   ou.t    oi  the 
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l.uuls  of  Aniistoii  and  Newlnres.  INliss  l^iillie  settled  a 
joititu.iv  of  4000  iiierks  ujioii  lier  husband,  out  of  the  lands  of 
l.aininfi,ton. 

Ainoui;  the  ])apers  at  Arniston  is  a  l<)n<;'  ]l])itlialaniiuin 
c'()nij)osed  in  honoin-  of  this  wtcldino-.  'J'he  unknown  ))oet 
writes  :— 

'•  Hciivietta,  Gracious,  Aifahle,  Modest,  justly  Kind, 
Whose  face  displays  the  Beauties  of  her  iioble  Mind, 
Indul_^ent,  smiling';  now  in  ;i  comely  wedding  dress. 
May  Heaven  her  Life  \\\{h  every  Bounty  still  Bless." 

He  adds,  "J.et  nie  know  if  this  may  be  ])rinted  and 
})ublis]icd  ;"  but  the  hint  was  not  taken,  as  tlic  lucubra- 
tion, a  most  infei'ior  ))r(Kiuction,  exists  only  in  the  original 
inanuscrij^t. 

In  the  Ibllowin;;  year,  174v2,  only  live  years  after  he  was 
called  to  the  bar,  JJundas  was  ap])ointed  Solicitor-General  in 
the  AVilmington  ^Ministry,  which  came  into  power  on  the  fall 
ofWal])ole. 


Andrew  Mitchell  lu  Solkitor-Genekal  Dundas. 

\VHirKiL\LL,  izf'i  August  1742. 

Mv  dear  Sih, — It  is  with  the  most  sincere  pleasure  that  I 
wish  you  joy  of  the  honour  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  do 
you,  in  appointing  you  His  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland. 

This  mark  of  the  Royal  favour  can  not  fail  of  being  accept- 
able, as  it  hath  been  obtained  in  an  honourable  "way,  and  with- 
out your  askiui^  or  solicitini>-  for  it,  and  I  cannot  help  consider- 
ing it  as  an  earnest  of  what  His  Majesty  will  afterwards  do  for 
you. 

But  what  y,ives  me  most  immediate  joy  is  the  satisfaction  I 
shall  ha\e  of  being  connected  with  you  in  business  as  we  havr 
long  been  in  friendship  :  and  as  the  ties  are  now  double,  I  hope 
they  will  mutually  support  and  fortify  each  other. 

As  you  now-  are,  there  is  hardly  any  thing  left  for  me  to  wish 
you,  only  as  i  have  been  alarmed  with  the  accounts  of  y"^  health. 
1  hope  you  w  ill,  for  y'  country  and  y"'  friends'sake,  care  to  ])reservc 
it,  and  avert  the  danger  which  y'  ambition  may  prompt  you  to. 
of  enuao-ino-  \n  too  much  business. 
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I  be<i-  leave  to  offer  iny  coniplhnents  to  youi'  Lady,  ami  to  my 
Lord  Aruistoun,  aiul  hope  you  shall  ever  find  me,- — My  dear  Sir. 
yours  mo.-5t  atfeetionaic-lv,  A\d^'.  Mitciikli-.- 


PrESIDEXT   LoRliKs  to  Sol.K  IToU-CjEXCKAL   DrXDAS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  last  pust  brou<;ht  me  yours  of  the  S.Hh  of 
August,  and  ^\  it1i  it  a  great  deal  of  ])leasure,  as  it  ex])resses  the 
very  best  sentiments  tli;it  a  ycnnig  man  entering  upon  office  can 
entertain. 

Lisolenec  is  so  incident  to  Office  that  it  is  become  pro\erbial. 
a)id  a  young  man,  of  all  others,  ought  to  be  the  most  on  his  guard 
against  it.  But  then  it  has  been  ever  observed,  that  it  mo^t 
connaonlv  possesses  low  men,  raised  by  some  accident  or  jerk  of 
fortune  to  employments  abo\  e  tlieir  merits,  if  not  their  hopes  :  it 
seldom  lays  hold  of  men  whose  abilities  and  rank  in  the  world 
makes  them  equal  to  the  oflice  to  which  they  are  invited,  and 
gives  them  reason  to  consider  it  as  no  elevation,  tho'  it  be  a 
preferment,  I  approve  nevertheless  mightily  of  the  Resolutions 
you  express.  No  man  can  be  more  securely  guarded  against  an 
evil,  which  obscures,  or  rather,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression, 
which  deforms  every  other  good  quality  in  the  person  whon\  it 
seizes.  The  apprehensions  which  made  you  deliberate  on  acce])t- 
ing  the  office,  made,  you  may  remember,  no  impression  on  mt- . 
I  am  glad  you  have  dismissed  them,  and  I  entertain  no  doubt  that 
the  step  you  have  taken  will  be  to  y'^  own  satisfaction,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  y''  country.  Nevertheless  to  make  y'"  minil  easy 
I  accept  the  first  invitation  you  give  me,  and  do  ])romise  you  with 
the  freedom  of  a  friend  to  acquaint  you  with  my  sentiments  on 
y""  conduct,  whenever  you  think  fit  to  ask  after  them,  or,  which  I 
hope  and  believe  will  seldom  be  the  case,  when  you  do,  or  aim  at. 
anything  that  may  be  blamealjle.  You  put,  my  dear  Robin,  too 
great  a  value  on  my  friendship  which  may  flow  from  selfishness, 
as  it  is  the  creature  of  y'  own  making.  The  good  opinion  which 
you  raised  of  y^self  in  me  begot  it,  and  I  hope  it  may  ser\  e,  as 
long  as  you  and  I  shall. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  my  brother  Robin  -  has  found  great 
benefit  from  this  summer's  recess.  I  hope  he  has  (during  the  fine 
weather  which  we  have  hitherto  had)  been  improving  it  by  exercise, 
and  I  would  add,  if  it  did  not  sound  oddly  from  me,  by  abstinence. 


'  Mr.  Mitchell  was  at  thi->  time  L'n.lcf-Secretr.ry  uf  State  fur  ScL-tland. 
-  Lortl  Arnislun,  afterward-  hrst  I'tcMdent  Dundas. 
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It  is  of  oreat  consequence  that  his  health  be  properly  establi>,heil 
against  our  meeting  in  November.  Pray  give  him  this  advice, 
with  luy  compliments. — 1  am,  my  dear  Robin,  very  truly,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  Innnble  servant,  Dux.  Forbes. 

CltI-LODex,  4//'- .9r>V''.  1742.  ■'  V.  ■-..•'•,  .■".. 

The  Lord  AtlvDcate  at  this  time  was  Robert  Craigie  of 
(Ilendoiek,  who  luul  alveadv  been  more  tlian  tliirtv  years  at  tlie 
bar.  Solieitor-Cxeneral  Diindas,  on  the  otlier  liand,  Avas  only 
twentv-nine  vears  of  age  ;  but  sueli  was  liis  natural  force  of 
mind  that,  in  his  ollieial  eoi-]-cspondence  with  tlio  meml)er>  of 
tlie  Government  in  London,  he  never  failed  to  hold  his  own. 
and  he  even  sometimes  spoke  of  his  more  ex])erienced  chief  in 
a  tone  of  kiniliy  patronage.  '"  I  hojje,"  he  writes  on  one  occa- 
sion, '"a  little  more  practice,  not  in  the  law- but  among  men, 
will  make  him  more  cautious.*'^ 

Soon  after  his  ap})ointment  as  Solicitor-General,  the  lirst 
anniversarv  of  his  wethling-day  arrived,  when  he  received  the 
following  letter  : — 

From  Mrs.  Dlxdas  (IIkxhiltta  Baillie). 

I  have  just  now  received  your  two  letters,  but  my  inclinations 
lead  me  in  the  first  place  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  return  of 
this  day,  as  I  find  I  have  so  large  a  share  in  the  satisfaction  it 
brings,  and  that's  a  ha])piness  I  hope  shall  ever  increase,  as  long 
it  pleases  God  to  spare  us  together.  I  have  signed  the  paper 
according  to  your  direction,  and  think  myself  perfectly  safe  in 
following  yom-  advice,  either  with  respect  to  business  or  anything 
else.  .    .   . — Adieu  mv  dearest.      I  am  ever  most  atfec'-^  yours, 

H."  Bau.i.ie. 
Lawers,  iS/v  Oa.  (1742). 

During  the  vear>  17  W  anil  1744  tliere  was  c(mst;uit  ant! 
ever  increasing  uneasiness  in  Scottish  official  circles.  The 
fear^  of  a.  new  Jacobite  attempt,  wliich  had  never  wholly  cea>ed 
since  the  rising  of  171-5,  were  U(nv  increased  by  the  dangers  ot 
a  French  war.  Tlie  prevailing  feeling  with  regard  to  the  ri.-k 
of  a  second  rebellion  was,  indeed,  one  of  incretlulity,  ari>ing 
from  an  unwilliimness  to  believe  tliat  the  llighlantl  clan>  would 


^  Letter  to  Mitchell,  23d  ^f\>i.  1742.     Addl.  Mss.  British  Museum,  6S60. 
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again  venture  to  lake  arms,  and  from  an  ignorant  eontempt  ol' 
their  powers.  Tiie  real  source  of  uneasiness  was  a  lurking 
dread  that  the  French  niiglit,  in  the  event  of  war  breaking  out. 
attempt  a  landing  on  the  shores  of  Seotlantl,  where,  among  the 
followers  of  the  Stuart  dynasty,  they  might  safely  reckon  upon 
a  cordial  welcome. 

The  Government  of  Scotland  was,  at  this  juncture,  practi- 
cally in  the  hands  of  a  small  group  of  men.  The  ^larquis  of 
Tweeddale  was  Secietary  (jf  State  for  Scotland.  He  had  been 
appointed  to  this  iinportant  office  on  the  Ibnnation  of  the 
"Wilmington  INlim'stry  in  1T42  ;  and  liis  ])(M\ers  w ere  ample,  as 
ample,  in  Scotland,  as  those  of  tlie  English  Secretaries  of  State 
were  in  England.  The  patronage  of  all  offices  had,  contrary 
to  the  wishes  of  the  great  Duke  of  Argyll,  been  bestowed  upon 
him.  The  right  of  reconmiending  to  the  Crown  the  persons 
wiio  were  to  fill  all  legal  stations,  even  the  highest,  was  nomi- 
nally vested  in  him  ;  anil  all  business  connected  Avith  the  admin- 
istration of  Scottisli  aftairs  was  conducted  in  his  office  at 
Whitehall. 

The  Under  Seci-etary  of  State  for  Scotland  was  Mr.,  after- 
wards Sir  xVndrew,  Mitchell.  ]Mr.  Mitchell,  who,  for  some 
time  after  this,  was  the  constant  corresi^ondent  of  Dundas,  wa^ 
the  son  of  the  Jieverend  A\'illiam  Mitchell,  minister  of  the 
High  Church  at  Edinburgh.  Originally  destined  for  the  bar. 
he  is  said  to  have  abandoned  that  profession  and  taken  to 
foreign  travel,  in  order  to  drown  the  sorrow  which  he  felt  at 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  whom  he  had  earlv  married.  This  course 
of  life  fitted  him  for  the  sphere  in  which  he  afterwards  gained 
distinction  ;  for,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  term  of  tlutv  luuler 
Eord  Tweeddale,  he  entered  the  diplomatic  service,  and  Mas 
appointed  And)assador  to  Brussels.  From  Brussels  he  went 
to  the  Prussian  Court ;  and  at  Berlin,  having  gained  the 
character  of  a  wit,  he  became  a  favourite  with  Frederick  the 
Great.  Several  anecdotes  ha\"e  been  told  of  his  readiness  in 
reply.  On  one  occa>ion,  during  the  Seven  Ye;u-s"  \\'ar,  tlie 
British  Government  failed  to  send  a  fleet,  as  they  had  pro- 
mised, to  o})erate  in  the  Baltic  against  Uiissia  and  Sweden. 
Day  after  day  Mitchell  could  onlv  make  e\cu>es ;  until  at 
length  he  found,  one  morning,  that  he  was  not  inviteil.  a>- 
usuid,   to   tlie   ro\al   ditmer   table.       "It    is    dinner-time,    Mr. 
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Mitchell,"*  said  the  oHiceis  oi'  the  houseiiold.  "  Ah,  oentlniRn," 
he  replied,  "no  fleet,  no  dinner!"  AN'hen  Frederick  heard 
this,  he  is  said  to  have  renewed  his  imitation.  After  tlic 
disastrous  operations  Avliich  led  to  tlie  court-martial  on 
Admiral  IJyno-,  the  kini;-  said  to  ^fitcliell,  '•Tlii>  is  a  had 
husiness.""'  "  We  hope,  sir,  with  God"s  lielp,  [o  do  hetter," 
lie  replied.  "  AVith  God'.s  assistance  .^'*  said  the  king, '■  I  did 
not  know  you  had  such  an  ally."''  "  A^'e  rely  nnich  on  him," 
replied  the  amhassador,  '•  though  he  costs  us  less  than  our 
other  allies  !""  These  and  many  other  well-known  stories  were 
told  about  him,  and,  though  now  forgotten,  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  was  <a  man  of  no  little  mark  in  his  own  day. 

Lord  Tweeddale  and  Mr.  Mitchell  were  responsible  for  the 
Scottish  Department  in  ^^llitehall.  In  Scotland  the  chief 
advisei-s  of  the  Ministry  were  the  Lord  President,  Forbes  of 
Culloden,  v.hose  vast  influence,  great  t;dents,  and  indefatigable 
energy  had  for  many  years  been  placed  ungrudgingly  at  the 
service  of  his  country:  tlie  Lord  Justice-Clerk,  Andrew 
Fletcher,  Lord  ^Milton,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  Duke  of 
Argyll,  and  himself  rivalling  th;T:t  statesman  in  his  knowledge 
of  Scotland  and  Scotsmen  ;  Robeit  Craigie  of  Glendoick,  a 
sound-headed  and  sensible  man,  whose  career  of  industrious 
toil  had  raised  him  to  the  position  of  Lord  Advocate ;  and 
lastly,  Robert  Dundas,  the  Solicitor-General,  younger  than  hi.> 
colleagues,  but  already  displaying  the  administrative  capacity 
for  which  his  family  was  so  distinguished.  The  ability  and 
resources  c>f  this  group  of  officials  were  about  to  be  tried  b\ 
the  sudden  and  painful  events  of  a  civil  war. 

In  Februaiy  17-t-i  Sir  John  Cope  was  sent  down  to  Sct)tland 
as  Connnander-in-Chief.  Dundas  was  then  in  Edinburgh,  anci 
in  constant  corresjiondence  with  ^M^tehall  (the  Lord  .Vdvocate 
being  absent  in  London) ;  and  the  following  letter  throws  some 
light  on  what  was  thouglit  al)out  Sir  John  Cope  by  men  w  ho 
knew  him  : — 


Mr.   MrrcuKLr,  lu  Soi.u  itor-Cxeneual  Dundas. 

Whitehall,  4  Fci'.  1744- 
Sir, — CTcneral  Cope  set  out   yesterday  for  Scotland.      He  was 
appointed   Conunander-in-Chief  without   nuich  ctmsultation.      His 
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Majesty  inclinecl  to  ha\e  coiilcrrccl  that  command  on  Sir  Robert 
Rich,  but  lie  declined  it  on  aecomit  of  his  health,  etc.  Lortl 
Mark  Ker,  and  others,  were  very  solicitous  to  have  it.  I  am  -svell 
assured  that  the  J).  oi'Aicyll  was  not  pleased  with  Sir  J.  Co})e's 
being  appointed,  but  notwithstanding  of  that,  1  make  no  doubt 
but  he  will  be  well  received  by  the  Lord  and  Lady  J.  C'.^  This 
gentleman- has  been  what  the  Morld  call  lucky  in  his  profe>sion. 
He  has  rose  fast  to  considerable  rank  and  preferment,  without 
much  service,  and  his  success  has  been  attended  with  the  usual 
concomitants,  envy  and  slandei-.  But  he  certainly  has  both  parts 
and  address,  tv  acf|iiire  the  friendship  of  the  great,  and  to  make  it 
useful  to  himself.  As  1  have  wrote  you  with  great  freedom,  30U 
will,  I  know,  remember  that  what  I  have  said  is  in  confidence  to 
you  only,  and  I  need  not  tell  you  how  necessary  it  is  that  there  be 
a  perfect  good  understanding  between  you  and  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  You  will  find  him  easy,  well  bred,  and  ailable,  and  I  fancy 
it  will  be  an  easy  matter  to  gain  his  confidence.  Some  early 
civilities  will  make  him  yours,  he  being  an  absolute  stranger  in  thr 
country. — Yours,  S:c.,  Ano"^-  Mitciilli.. 

The  fears  of  a  Freneli  invasion  increased  among  the  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Govcrnnienl  in  London.  It  was  tlie  belief  of  Lord 
'IVeeddale  that  "  some  desperate  enterprise  is  resolved  upon 
against  this  kingdom."  Li  Scotland  all  seemed  quiet ;  but  Lcjvd 
Tweeddale,  t)n  hearing  tliis  from  INIr,  Dundas,  answered  that  lie 
Avas  not  satisfied.  ''  I  am  very  glad  to  hear,"  he  writes,  "that 
there  is  n<)t  tlie  least  stir,  as  vet,  in  your  parts,  particularly  in 
tlie  Llighlands  ;  though  I  own  ]  cannot  helji  even  suspecting 
so  dead  a  calm  at  this  time;  and,  therefore,  I  h.O])e  it  will  not 
make  Mis  ]\Iajesty"s  ser\ants  less  u])on  then-  guard."  Again 
Lord  T\\eeddale  writes,  upon  the  25th  of  February  1744:  — 

Lord  Twekdum-k  lo  Sout  itoii-Geneu.vl  Dunoas. 

\yHITEHAI.I,,   25  /-'ir.    1744. 

Sir,— I  am  glad  to  hear  there  has  yet  a])})eared  no  disturbances 
in  Scotland  ;  yet  as  I  wrote  to  you  in  niy  last,  1  even  sus])ect  that 
dead  calm.  We  know  for  certain  that  tliere  are  numy  French 
officers,  Irish,  and  others,  come  over  here,  and  are  lurking  about 

'  The  Lord  Jusiice-CIerk  and  Mrs.  Fletcher,  of  Milton. 
■■^  Sir  John  Cope. 
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this  town.  1  believe  iijioii  enquiry  the  same  Mill  he  found  so  in 
Sc-olland.  1  ha\e  myself  intelligence  of  two,  whom  I  know  to  be 
there  ;  the  one  Donald  Stewart,  brother  of  the  same  Stewart 
whom  we  were  in  seareli  for  last  year,  and  who  was  formerly 
Quarter-Master  in  the  Cireys.  The  father  of  these  Stewarts  was 
once  a  farmer  in  the  Knock  of  Kincardine,  parish  of  Abernethy  in 
Strathspey,  'i'he  other  is  Alexander  Bailey,  called  Capt.  Bailey, 
but  only  a  Lieutenant,  as  I  ;nn  informed,  in  Clare's  regiment  in  the 
French  service.  Both  these  officers  are  lately  come  from  France, 
and  arc  now  supposed  to  be  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  I  have,  there- 
iore,  received  His  Majesty's  commands  to  signify  to  you  that  it  is  his 
pleasure  that  warrants  be  issued  for  apprehending  not  only  these 
two  persons,  but  also  all  other  officers  at  present  in  the  service  of 
France,  who  you  happen  to  hear  are  in  Scotland,  since  they  can 
come  here  with  no  good  design  at  thi-^  juncture.  Supposing  no 
invasion  had  been  intended,  their  view,  at  least,  must  be  enlist- 
ment for  the  service  of  that  Crown.  You  will  communicate  this 
to  Sir  John  Cope,  and  concert  the  maimer  of  doing  it  with  such  of 
His  Majesty's  servants  as  you  shall  judge  proper.  Care  must  be 
taken,  if  any  such  persons  should  be  seized,  to  secure  all  the  letters 
and  papers  they  may  have  about  thqm,  and  those,  if  containing 
anything  material,  to  be  transmitted  to  me  here,  and  the  persons 
of  such  ofHcers  detained  till  further  orders. — I  am,  etc., 

T\\EKUUAI.E. 

The  letters  which  passed  between  Duntlas  and  the  Scottish 
Department  disclose  the  fact,  an  unfortmiate  one  for  the  public 
service,  tliat  he  and  the  Lord  Justice-Clerk  were  not  on  o'ood 
terms.  I>orcl  Milton,  as  an  intimate  friend  of  the  Duke  of 
Aro-yll,  may,  very  naturallv,  liave  been  averse  to  admit  to 
complete  ])olitical  confidence  the  son  of  that  old  leader  of  the 
Independent  Whigs,  wiio  had,  vears  before,  op])osed  his  patron 
vith  so  much  determinatitm.  He  was  inclined,  Dumlas  com- 
plained to  Lord  Tweedilale,  to  consult  Sir  John  Cope  too  nuich  ; 
and  tlie  Secretary  of  State  liatl  some  diHIculty  in  kee})ing:  the 
])eace.  "As  to  what  vou  liint  at,"  he  writes,  "in  yours  of  the 
28th,  it  is  no  more  than  I  expected  would  }iap])en.  You  know 
very  well  the  Justice-Clerk  is  verv  assiduous  in  makinsr  liis 
court  ti)  all  strangers,  and  partieularlv  to  military  men  ;  but  1 
think  that  shoidd  occasion  no  division  at  this  juncture  among 
vou." 
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Mh.    Mrr(UKi,i,  lo  Soi.k  iToH-Cir.\EUAL   Dlxdas. 

Whitehall,  6.'//  J\IarJ:  ir-4- 
Siii, — My  LorcH  had  notice,  l)y  a  letter  from  Gericral  Cope, 
that  it  was  suspected  the  Marquis  of  Tullibardiiu-  was  in  Scotland. 
As  his  Lordship  is  not  certain  that  this  has  been  conmunsicjitcd  to 
you  as  it  was  to  tlie  Justice  Clerk,  he  desires  nie  to  tell  you  tliat.  in 
case  the  General  has  failed  in  this  particular,  that  it  is  his  opinion 
you  sliould  show  no  mark  of  resentment  on  tliis  occasion.  The 
present  state  of  the  public  artairs  requires  that  such  trifles  s!:ould 
be  overlooked,  and  that  at  least  a  seeming  harmony  shouhl  be  pre- 
served among-st  His  Majesty's  servants.  His  Lordshi})  is  sensible 
that  in  your  station  some  things  may  happen  that  will  be  dis- 
agreeable to  you  ;  but  he  depends  u})on  your  temper  and  prudence, 
and  your  zeal  for  His  Majesty's  service,  that  nothing  of  that  kind 
will  in  the  least  influence  your  conduct  at  thi'-  juncture.  I  -hall 
write  to  you  by  post  this  night. — I  am,  iSjc, 

AXDR.    MlTt  HKLL. 

In  subsequent  letters  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale  and  ^Ir. 
Milehell  continue  to  ini})ress  on  tlie  Solicitor  Gener;ii  the 
nece.ssity  of  })reser\  ing,  "  in  ap})earance  at  lea^t,  a  g-ood  eorre- 
spondenee  between  the  Justice  Clerk  anil  you."  Sir  John  C'o])e 
recei\ed  express  orders  to  consult  botli  the  Solicitor  auti  his 
tatlier,  Lord  Arniston,  on  the  state  of  aitairs  ;  and  ""  it  is 
hoped,"'  says  Mr.  Mitchell,  '"  that  l.orel  .\rni>ton  will  not  be 
sliy  in  meeting  and  talking  ^ith  them." 

The  position  of  pid)lic  affairs  was  becoming  more  and  nioi'e 
critical.  "  We  are  now,"  Mr.  INlitchell  writes  on  the  ^4th  of 
^larch,  '•  on  the  eve  of  a  I'rench  war,  and  some  of  those  ^'•'ho, 
these  several  years,  have  been  bellowing  for  a  war  with  France, 
now  talk  of  nothing  but  the  power  of  France,  and  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  a  w;u-,  a  notable  instance  of  hf)w 
ini})ossible  it  is  to  ])lease  a  giddy  and  misinformed  nuiltitude." 

In  April  Dundas  began  to  feel  the  strain  of  contiuuou> 
official  work,  and  proj)osetl  leaving  l-'dinburgli  for  a  time. 
War  liatl  been  fbrmallv  declaretl  at  tiie  end  of  March,  and 
events  in  Scotland  were  more  narrow  ly  watched  than  ever.  "  I 
have,"  Lord  Tweeddale  writes  on  the  1-lth  of  April,  "  ju>t  now 

1  I.ordTwee'UL-iIe. 
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seen  a  letter  iVom  you  to  Mr.  Mitcliell,  wherein  you  signify 
your  inclination  of  going  to  the  country  for  some  days.  I 
cannot  object  to  it,  thiiugh  I  am  sensible  occurrences  may 
iiap])en  in  wliich  I  may  wish  to  ha\e  your  o])inion  as  (juick  as 
the  post  will  allow  it  ;  and,  therefore,  I  desire  you  will  take 
care  that  your  letters  be  regularly  transmitte(L" 


Mrs.    1)l  NOAS  /o  Ihc  SoI.U  ITol!-(it:NKU  \[.. 

I  received  yours  willi  all  the  affection  and  gratitude  imaginable, 
and  it  cannot  but  gratify  my  ambition  to  be  secure  of  having  the 
esteem  and  regard  of  a  person  whose  judgement  in  nothing  can 
ever  be  called  in  question,  if  it  is  not  his  partiality  towards  mc. 
Your  absence  would  have  l)cen  more  insupportable  to  me  had  1 
been  in  any  other  place  than  where  1  am.^  Their  manners  here 
are,  indeed,  different  from  the  generality  of  the  world,  and  few 
are  so  well  cpialified  to  be  friends  ;  for  they  have  all  the  accom- 
plishments that  are  fit  to  constitute  true  friendshij).  I  jilcase  my- 
self with  the  thoughts  of  your  agreeing  ])erfect]y  with  the 
country,  and  that  your  liealth  is  daily  more  confirmed.  You  are 
often  made  mention  of  here,  and  they  beg,  in  a  particular  manner. 
to  be  remembered  to  you.  My  mama  designs  to  write  to  you 
soon,  and,  in  the  meantime,  begs  you  '11  accept  of  her  best  wishes. 
— Believe  me  ever,  my  dear,  nu)st  affectionately  yours, 

Hr.N.  Baujie. 

Ilorr.  House,  May  21. 

Meantime  the  war  w  ith  France  was  in  full  progres.s  ;  and 
the  Arniston  letters  contain  the  accounts  which  reached  Scot- 
land of  the  varying  phases  of  the  contest,  the  successes  of  the 
English  men-of-war  and  privateers,  and  tlie  progiess  of  the 
campaign  on  the  Continent,  mingled  with  directions  for  the 
arrest  of  suspected  persons,  instructions  to  watch  the  sea-ports 
closely,  accounts  of  the  debates  in  Parliament,  warrants  for  the 
appointr,ient  of  justices  of  the  peace,  with,  now  autl  then,  .>tray 
items  of  court  gossip, — while  over  all,  coming  nearer  ami  nearer, 
hovers  the  sluuknv  of  the  exiled  family,  the  presage  of  ini})end- 
ing  civil  war. 

In  July  174-i  Lord  "Wilmington  dieil,  and  Hem-y  Pelliam 
became  prime  minister.     Carteret,  whose  motto,  according  to 

^  Mr-.  DuntJns  \\a.-  visiting  :i!.  Hoj^etoun  House. 
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Horace  Wal]>(ile,  was  ••  oi\e  any  man  tlie  crov.ii  on  Iiis  Nitle, 
and  lie  can  defv  ('\eiTtliin,u","  was  the  i-oyal  favourite  ;  and  he 
and  r\Ir.  J'elhani  \\ere  estninged  In  inutiml  jealousy.  The 
result  was  that,  at  the  end  of  aiitunm,  the  country  was  ])lunged 
into  a  ministerial  crisis.  Carteret,  now  become,  by  the  death 
of  liis  mother,  Karl  Granville,  liad  driven  Mv.  relham  and 
liis  brother,  the  Duke  of  Nev^castle,  to  inform  the  kiuii"  that 
lie  must  clioose  between  their  resignations  and  that  of  Lord 
Granville.      ]>ord  Granville  resigned. 

Ml?.  MrTcnti.r.  fn  Solk  itor-Gknku  \i.  Dinda^. 

WmTEHAl.L,  24/7  A'o:-.  1744. 
Sir, —  My  Lord,  avIio  hns  not  time  to  write,  desires  me  to 
acquiiint  you  that  this  morning  the  Y.nr]  of  (Jranville  resigned 
the  seals,  whieh  His  Majesty  immediately  gave  to  the  Earl  of 
Harrington.  Xext  week  there  will  lie  a  new  Commission  for  the 
Admiralty,  but  who  will  come  in  place  of  tlie  Earl  of  \Vincliel5ea, 
and  what  other  chanyes  will  be  made  in  that  board,  are  not  yet 
known,  and  perhaps  not  yet  settled.  Hoav  this  Avill  end  I  know 
not,  but  till  the  whole  scheme  is  visible,  those  who  wish  well  to  a 
certain  interest  will,  I  ho])e,  be  very  cautious  of  what  they  say  or 
do. — I  am,  etc.,  Axd**.  Mninr.i.L. 

The  atlministration  wjiieii  was  now  being  formed  was  that 
v.hich  is  known  as  the  Broad  Bottom  Administration  of  1744. 
"Great  are  tlie  expectations  of  many,"  writes  ^Mitchell.  "  aiul 
great  will  lie  tlieir  disappointment.  J.ck  G — lie,  I  am  told,  had 
very  1  nun erou.s  levees  there  three  days  past;"'  and  in  another 
letter,  on  the  1st  of  December,  "Xt)thing  is  yet  done  in  the 
changes  so  much  talked  of,  and  indeed  everybody,  in  their  con- 
versations, turn  in  and  put  out  with  so  much  freedom  according 
to  their  affections  ami  prejudices,  that  I  can  affirm  nothing 
certain  in  these  affairs."  In  a  ])o>t>cript  to  another  letter  he 
says,   "  I   ha\e   heart!   that  lately   m  hen   a  certain    great    man  ^ 

brought  a  bundle  oi'  papers  to  be  signed  by — ,-  that  he  vaid. 

•  Lay  them  down  ;  I  supj)ose  these  are  warrants  for  your  friends 
to  come  in  and  mine  to  go  out,"  etc.  It  is  the  general  observa- 
tion of  those  that  attend  tiie levee,  that  he  speaks  with 

1  I'roKrMv  Mr.  I'elham.  -  The  Kin- 
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oreut  affectation  ami   teii)j)er  to   the  late  secretary,  Ixit  har.llv 
deigns  to  look  at  the  refonner--."' 

M({.     MiKIIELL    io    SoF.triTOR-GtMr.llAI.    Dr.NDA*. 

\Vhitkhai.i.,  22  Dec.  1744. 
Dear  Sir, — Inclosed  I  send  you  a  list  of  such  as  have  ki-^ed 
hands  this  niorniiio-.i  T  believe  the  whole  was  not  settled  till  late 
last  night.  What  other  chancres  will  be  made  I  cannot  inform  von. 
and  with  regard  to  your  friend  here,'-'  some  say  the  office  will  bi- 
suppressed,  others  that  he  will  soon  have  a  successor,  and  othei^ 
that  he  Avill  at  least  remain  till  the  end  of  the  session.  Be  Ihi-  as 
it  will,  I  hope  3'ou  will  contimie  to  do  the  duty  of  jour  oHice.  and 
you  may  be  assured  that  so  soon  as  anything  is  determined  con- 
cerning your  friends  that  you  shall  have  tinieous  notice,  thai  \ du 
may  take  the  steps  you  shall  judge  most  proper  for  your  honour 
and  satisfaction.  .  .  .  The  bringing  in  of  some  of  the  Tories  has 
given  jealousy  and  discontent  to  many  ;  and  though  I  bclic-\c 
there  will  be  no  opposition  immediately,  yet  a  foundation  is  laid. 
from  the  discontent  of  the  Whigs,  and  the  disaj)poi)atment  of  the 
Tories,  which  will  one  time  or  other  break  out  with  violence,  for  I 
believe  the  heads  of  the  Tories  will  soon  lose  their  intluence  with 
their  party. — I  am,  &c.,  Ano^-  MnxuKLt.. 

^Ir.  Mitchell  remained  at  his  post,  so  did  Lord  Atlvocate 
Craigie,  and  the  Solicitor-General;  and  acconlinglv  there  was 
no  chanp;e  in  the  Scottish  Department. 

Mr.   Mitchell  fo  SoLicnoR-CJF.xERAL  Dlnoa^. 

\\'UITEII ALL.    \-] Jan.    1745. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  the  pleasure  of  yours  of  the  second,  and  I 
return  you  thanks  for  thinking  of  me  during  the  Saturnalia,  which 
you  celebrated  in  the  country.  Happy  should  I  have  been  to  have 
shared  in  your  mirth  ;  but  indeed  this  is  no  compliment,  tor  I 
should  be  happy  to  be  anywhere  rather  than  here,  so  tiresome  and 
so  hateful  is  this  evanescent  state  of  behig,  in  which  I  have  not 
even  the  comfortable  prospect  of  a  sudden  and  honourable  death. 
I  will,  however,  follow  the  example  of  my  betters,  and  stand  bv  m\ 

^  Mr.  I'clham's  niinislry  of  1744  iiiclu.led  Lord  Ihirdwicke  a<  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Duke  of  Newcasile  and.  Lord  Harringlun  as  Secretaries  of  >taic 
for  England,  the  Marquis  of  Twceddale  as  Secretary-  for  Scotland,  and  Loni 
Chesterfield  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

-  Lord  Twceddale. 
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standard  till  I  am  hononvably  dismissed,  or  meet  with  mj'  fote.      I 

have  heard  it  rumoured  that  the  office  of has  been  offered 

to  the  1).  of  Ar— 11,  Avhich  he  refused.  Whether  he  had  the 
option  of  naming-  a  successor  1  do  not  know  ;  but  I  am  told  lie 
affects  that  both  should  be  believed.  Whatever  be  in  this,  I  fancy 
\ve  cannot  subsist  lon<;,  and  I  niost  sincerely  wish  that  we  may 
rather  cease  to  be,  than  not  be  as  we  ou<;jht.  —  Dear  Sir,  1  am  most 
sincerely,  yours  affect''-  A.  M. 

Tlirou<.';iK)ut  the  winter  and  spring  of  1745  there  were  vaoue 
rumours  of  a  Jacobite  invasion.  "Tliere  are,"  Lord  Tweeddalc 
writes  to  tlie  Solicitor-General  on  the  2d  of  April,  "sevenil 
letters  in  town,  mentionino-  a  ridiculous  stoi-v  of  a  young  man, 
who  calls  himself  the  I'retender's  son,  being  in  Scotland.  }]v 
the  description  I  have  had  of  him,  he  appears  to  he  the  same 
person  wlio  was  here  about  two  years  ago,  and  M'as  actually 
taken  uj)  id  the  time  of  the  invasion,  and  u])on  examination  he 
appeared  to  be  crazy  ;  liowever,  such  stories  and  persons  are 
not  to  be  altogether  neglected,  and,  tlierefoit-,  you  will  enquire 
about  him  as  prudently  as  you  can."  This  story  was.  imleed. 
an  idle  tale.  The  young  Pretender  was  still  on  the  Continent. 
But  towards  the  end  of  Jidy  olher  rumours  readied  Edinburgh 
and  London,  which  were  e(|ually  laughed  at,  but  of  which  it 
would  have  been  well  for  the  INIarquis  of  Twecddale  and  ]\Ir. 
Mitchell  to  have  taken  serious  notice. 

Prince  Charles  landed  among  the  AVestern  Islands  on  the 
2d  of  August,  or  a  few  days  before — the  exact  date  is  uncertain 
— and  on  llie  2d  of  .Vugu.-t  Mr.  ^Nlitcliell  writes  to  Dunilas:  "I 
thought  it  n.eetlless  to  trouble  you  with  any  accoiuit  of  the 
intelligence  al)out  the  young  Chevaliei',  lirst,  because  I  knew  the 
Advocate  would  accpiaint  you  with  it,  and  tlien  because  I  could 
hardly  think  seriously  of  that  matter,  the  wliole  appeared  to 
me  so  absurd  that  1  was  sur})rised  to  find  the  Lords  of  the 
Kegencv  had  onleretl  a  proclamation  ;  but  thev  kntnv  be>t." 

For  many  days  the  possibility  of  a  serious  attemjjt  at 
inVcVNion  uas  denied. 

Mh.     MiTCUKM.    to    SoLICITOR-GkNER  AL    Du.VDAS. 

Whitehall,  17  Ji!,q:is(  1743. 
Dkar   Snt, — As  you  will   be  acquainted  with   the  contents  of 
the  later  expresses  to  Scotland,  I  shall  sav  nothing  of  that  mrifter. 
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only  ]  think  the  })aragra})h  of  the  London  Gazelle  fully  strong  for  all 
the  intelligence  they  yet  have  about  this  affair.  It  is  surprising 
thai  this  atTair  has  made  so  nuicli  noise  here,  and  occasioned  a 
{'•illing  of  the  stocks.  I  wish  J  had  tiioney  to  jiurchase,  notwith- 
standing the  imminent  danger. — I  am,  ivc. 

Axn'^     MlTCUKLL. 


Mr.     MlKUF.I.l.    to    Soi.K  ITl)R-(iEXF,R\L    DuNDAS. 

\Vl[ITKI[\IX,  20  August  1745. 

Df.ar  Sir, — As  to  the  jiresent  affair,  I  have  evei-  had  doid)ts 
about  the  identity  of  I  he  person  said  to  be  landed.  The  scheme 
appears  so  absurd  and  hitherto  so  ill  supported  that  it  seems 
to  me  more  like  a  drunken  frolic  than  a  serious  design.  How 
anybody  with  you.  v.here  the  truth  may-  be  easier  known  than  it 
can  ]>e  here,  can  be  alarmed  is  to  me  astonishing,  because  there 
are  troops  more  than  enough  for  the  purpose.  I  can  imagine  that 
from  otlier  views  })eople  may  be  glad  first  to  magnify  the  danger, 
in  order  to  raise  their  own  merit,  as  physicians  sometimes  fright 
their  patients  only  that  they  may  cure  them  of  something. — 
Yours.  '  A.  M. 

Kven  in  Edinburgh  it  was  the  second  week  of  August 
before  it  was  known,  that,  beyond  doubt,  tlie  young  Pretender 
was  in  the  Higlilands.  It  was  not  till  the  19tb  of  August 
that  Sir  Jolm  Cope,  ])roniising  to  check  the  rebels  ea.sily,  said 
good-'oye  to  Lord  ^Milton  and  ]\lr,  Diaidas,  and  started  for  the 
Xortli.  He  was  too  late  of  starting,  as  all  the  world  has 
known  ever  since.  •'  I  don't  know  what  the  devil  possessed  you 
all  not  to  send  Sir  Jolm  nortli  as  soon  as  vou  at  first  intended," 
.says  Lord  Deskfortl  in  a  letter  to  Dundas.  "Our  countrv 
people  are  in  great  terrcn'  and  consternation,"  writes  Sir  J)avi(l 
Moncreiffe,^  as  the  Highlanders  were  known  to  be  approaching 
Perth.  On  the  9th  of  Se])teniber,  :\lr.  Hope  of  Craigiehall 
writes:  "This  nioi-ning  I  met  one  fresh  from  the  north  side,  in 
whom  there  is  no  guile,  but  who,  I  know,  is  \ery  well  informed 
of  what  is  given  out  at  Perth  bv  authoritv.  Our  conversation 
was  nuich  to  the  following  effect :  '  Well,  wjiat  mo\ es  on   vour 

^  Sir  D.  Moncreiffe,  Deputy  King's  Remembrancer,  second  son  of  Sir  T. 
Moncreiffe  of  Rapness,  and  Margaret,  daughter  of  David  Smylhe  of  Methven. 

ilc  was  afterward?  a  Dar.^n  ui  Exchequer. 
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sick'?"  'Xothiiiii;  l)ut  \\li:ii  I  sup])(:)se  voii  have  heard;  thev 
arc  now  >^ood  GOOO  stroiif^-,  and  gatlier  sti'en^'th  everv  dav." 
'Have  tliey  made  any  motion  yet?"  'Oli  no,  they  wait  at 
Pertli  for  Sir  Joini  C'o[)e,  if  he'll  come  to  them.'  'I  lieai-  lie's 
at  Aberdeen/  'Yes,  but  there's  a  story  tlud  he  dare  not 
come  forward,  and  intends  to  take  shipping  tliere."  'A\'oii't 
they  go  and  meet  liim  ?  It's  not  a  great  way  from  tlieni." 
'No,  they'll  follow  him  south.''  By  this  time  I  ^vas  ahnost 
struck  blind  by  the  strong  blaze  of  Itestoration  in  his  face, 
and  so  v,e  parted." 

As  it  became  known  that  Sir  John  C'ope,  instead  of  defeat- 
ing the  rebels,  had  never  even  given  them  battle,  but  had 
niarclied  first  to  Inverness  and  then  to  x\berdeen,  from  whence 
he  was  to  sail  for  the  Forth,  the  '"  blaze  of  Restoration  " — to 
.use  'Mr.  Hope's  phrase — was  seen  on  many  taces.  In  Edin- 
burgh all  was  unceitainty.  The  \\nHgs  had  ceased^  to  despise 
the  rebels,  and  were  now  seriously  alarmed.  The  Jacobites 
were  secretly  exulting,  and  doing  all  they  could  to  thwart  the 
measures  which,  all  too  late,  were  being  taken  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  citv.  The  Lord  Advocate  was  on  the  spot,  woi'k- 
ing  night  and  day,  and  in  constant  consultation  with  Dundas. 
The  citizens  were  clamouring  for  leave  to  take  up  arms,  but 
were  not  allowed  to  do  so  by  the  Pi-ovost  and  ^Magistrates 
until  the  Lord  Advocate  and  Solicitor-General  had  given  a 
formal  opinion  that  it  was  lawful. 

Mit.  Mirciitf.L  /o  SoLKrrou-GENKHAi,  Dcndas.   ;,,  j-.,  ^, 

Whitehall,  12  Sz'ffr.  1745. 

Dear  Sn?,— I  communicated  yours  of  the  7th  to  my  Lord 
Marquis.  I  wish  you  had  been  a  little  more  explicit  about  the 
resolution  of  the  Burgesses  of  Edinburgh,  and  how  they  came  to 
have  a  dispute  about  a  proposition  in  itself  so  clear.  A  particular 
nan-ative  of  this  dispute,  and  of  the  arguments  made  use  of,  and 
by  whom,  might  have  lieen  of  very  considerable  service  here  at 
this  juncture  to  show  some  people  in  their  true  colours,  when 
stories  are  industriously  and  maliciously  spread  that  I  am  ashamed 
so  much  as  to  mention  to  you  for  fear  that  you  should  imagine 
mv  keenness  may  have  carried  me  too  far. 

It  would  surprise  you  was  I  to  mention  the  little  acts  made 
use  of  to   misi-Lpresfut    everything   that    has   been  done,  and   to 
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justif)'  some  great  men's  doing  nothing.  My  Lord  Justice-Clerk 
has  wrote  a  most  patlietiek  letter  to  the  Marquis,  setting  t'orti) 
the  amazement  and  astonishment  of  his  Majesty's  faithful  sub- 
jects, that  no  legal  authority  ha-,  yet  been  given  for  a:,seml)]ini,r 
and  arming  of  them  in  defmee  of  the  Ciovernment.  I5ut  his  Lord- 
ship has  skilfully  a\  oided  saying  what  authority  was  wanted,  and 
my  Lord  has  (by  this  exj)ress)  desired  he  would  point  out  what 
power  he  thinks  at  this  time  necessary  for  the  su})})ort  and  })ro- 
tection  of  the  well  affected.  I  cannot  help  mentioning  to  you  an 
opinion  which  I  believe  has  been  invented  and  published  on 
purpose  to  justify  the  lethargy  into  which  the  Whig  Clans  seem 
to  have  fallen,  and  to  excuse  their  not  joining  the  King's  troops, 
which  is  that  by  the  law  of  Scotland  it  is  high  treason  to  arm 
M'ithout  the  King's  special  leave.  1  know  no  act  that  declares  it 
so  but  that  of  1()()1  for  settling  the  King's  prerogative  with  regard 
to  troops,  Militia,  etc.  But  this  Act  declaratory  of  the  prerogative, 
after  a  long  usur])ation,  can  never  be  extended  to  deprive  the 
subject  of  the  right  of  self  defence,  and  in  this  country  such  prin- 
ciples are  turned  into  open  ridicule,  as  tending  only  to  cover 
something  that  must  not  be  avowed.  Pray  let  me  know  your 
thoughts  of  this  matter,  and  what  you  would  think  expedient  to 
be  done  for  the  safety  and  protection  of  our  country.  Jt  is 
impossible  to  persuade  an  Englishman  that  self-defence  can  be 
high  treason. — Yrs.,  Axd^  Mitchkll. 


Mu.   >LTCfIELL  lo  SoLK  ITOH-GkNKI!  AL   DlND  \S. 

\VHnf:UALL,  14  .VoVr.   1745. 

Dear  Sm, — As  I  wrote  to  you  by  last  pacquet,  I  have  little 
to  add,  only  I  find,  by  the  gross  misrepresentation  that  is  made  of 
everything,  how  necessary  it  is  to  be  informed  minutely  of  what 
happens  at  Edinburgh,  ])articularly  if  it  had  iu)t  been  for  the  hint 
in  your  letter  I  might  have  so  far  been  imposed  uj)on  by  the 
boldness  of  the  asserters,  to  have  believed  that  the  Crown  Lawyers 
had  a\ erred  that  it  was  treason  to  defend  the  town  unless  the 
inhabitants  had  first  an  authority  from  the  king.  I  wish,  there- 
fore, we  had  an  accurate  detail  of  the  debate  that  happened  in 
Council  on  that  occasion,  and  who  it  was  that  suggested  that 
ingenious  scruple,  and  by  whom  it  was  supported,  for  the  doctrine 
is  so  new  and  so  extraordinary,  that  subjects  have  not  the  right  of 
self-defence,  that    it    has    been    matter   of  conversation  in   places 

I 
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where  you  coukl  hardly  think  il  would  have  reached.  To  be 
jilain  with  you,  a  distinct  account  of  this  affair  would  be  of  verv 
i^reat  service  at  tliis  time.  —  '^'rs.,  Axd^  MirciiKi.i.. 


Mr.    MlTCHEl.I,   (l)   StiIU  IToH-CiF.NKnAL    DlNDAS. 

\V]ii  I  KHAi.L,  21  Sef-tr.  1745. 

Dkar  Sir, — 1  had  the  favour  of  your's  of  the  18th  from 
Dunbar,  which  I  assure  you  has  already  been  of  very  creat 
service,  and  I  liope  you  will  •>oo\\  send  the  second  part  when  \<)u 
have  seen  Baillie  Hamilton.  I  wrote  to  him  upon  the  first  licarin^ 
of  his  stout  and  lioncst  behaviour.  I  do  iu)t  know  whether  he 
has  yet  received  my  letter,  but  a  narrative  from  him  y)^  what 
passed  in  Couiicil  in  the  debate  about  arnnn"-  the  citizens  would 
at  this  time  be  of  use,  and  I  fancy  his  own  principles,  and  the 
usage  he  lias  met  with,  Avill  make  him  not  averse  to  <j;ive  it.  I 
imagine  it  is  in  his  power  to  give  an  account  of  manv  circum- 
stances previous  to  that  debate  that  would  give  some  light  to  the 
late  dark  and  infamous  transactions  at  Kdinl)urgh.  Had  I  leisure 
at  present  to  write  you  but  one  half  of  the  scandalous  and 
malicious  lies  th;'t  have  been  invented,  pro}>agated,  and  believed, 
it  would  fully  convince  you  how  necessary  it  is  at  this  time  that 
friends  h.ere  should  be  particularly  and  minutely  informed  of  what 
hap})ens  in  Scotland^  for  you  know  malice  and  slander,  if  thev  do 
not  receive  an  early  cheque,  are  at  last  not  to  be  overcome. 

I  shall,  in  return,  when  I  have  a  little  moi-e  leisure,  acquaint 
you  Avith  what  turn  is  given  to  things  here,  and  what  arts  arc 
made  use  of  to  serve  the  most  dirtv  jnirposes. 

The  j)art  J.ord  Advocate  and  you  have  acted  \\i\\  be  for  your 
honour, -when  the  ])articulars  shall  be  knov.n.  a>  it  has  undoubtedlv 
been  for  the  service  of  the  King  and  C'ountrv.  I  never  thouclit 
to  have  lived  to  be  almost  ashamed  to  acknowledge  my  couutrv. 
The  late  surrender  of  lAJinburgh  and  the  cruel  reflections  made 
upon  the  whole  nation,  must  give  every  man  pain  who  has  the 
least  sensibility,  and  the  consequences  of  it  will  be  severely  felt 
afterwards.  I  hope  this  affair  will  ])e  soon  cleared  up,  and  a 
particular  narrative  uuule  out  liow  and  by  whom  it  was  conducted, 
that  the  innocent  may  not  sutler  in  reputation  with  the  guilty. 
and  justice  requires  that  the  faults  of  a  few  should  not  be  imputed 
to  a  whole  nation.  1  am  the  more  anxious  that  this  should  be 
done  soon,  because  this  dark  transaction  will  be  more  easily  traced 
while  people's  zeal   is  warm,  and  while   their  hearts  are  open  with 
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a  sense  of  the  injuries  lately  done  them  than  afterwanls,  \v1ki>  I 
fear  eonnections,  and  the  s])ecioiis,  but  false,  liumanity  of  sert  en- 
ing  the  <;iiilty  by  iheir  silence  will  take  place  and  disappoint 
national  justice. — ^'rs.,  And''  Mrreni:i,i.. 

The  la.st  of  these  letters  was  wiitlen  on  the  ^Ist  of  Se])- 
teniher.  On  tliat  dav  Sir  John  Cope  had  been  eonipletelv 
defeated  at  the  battle  of  l'reston])ans  ;  but  this  was  not  known 
in  Loiulo!i  until  tlirec  days  later.  Duncki-  liad  left  I'ldiiiburuli 
some  time  before,  alt^i;;-  witli  tlie  Lonl  .Advocate.  :\]u]  had, 
since  tlie  occupation  of  the  city  by  the  Freteiuler,  been  at 
Had(h'iigton,  Dunba.r,  and  Jkrwick.  Tie  accompanied  .<ir 
John  C'o))e  on  his  march  from  Dunbar  to  Preston])ans,  anil 
was  bv  liis  side  during-  tlie  mo\ements  of  the  day  before  the 
battle.  I.ate  on  the  e\enin<;-  of  the  !2()th.  lie  and  C'laioie  kt't 
tlie  royal  army  pre))ai-!uii.-  to  bi\()uac  for  the  night,  with  the 
re])els  abcnit  a  mile  to  the  west,  and  rode  otf  to  spend  the  night 
at  Huntington,  tlie  country  seat  of  Mr.  U'homas  Hay,  the 
Kce])er  of  the  Signet.  Jvirly  next  morning  tliey  lieard  the 
sound  of  guns,  and  soon  learned  that  the  force  under  Sir  John 
Cope  had  licen  totally  routed  ])y  the  Highlanders.  They  then 
made  the  best  of  tlieir  way  soutliwanls  to  Berwick,  sto]:)ping 
for  a  sliort  time  at  Haddington,  where  Dundas  assisted  the 
Lord  Advocate  to  write  a  hurried  note  to  Lord  Tweeddale  with 
the  news  of  C()])e's  defeat.  This  note  reached  Whiteliall  at 
nn'dnight  on  tlie  i21tli  of  Se])t  ember. 

Mr.  Mitchell  lo  Solk  itor-Gf.nkhal  Dundas. 

WlilTEHALL,  24  S^\':'.    I745. 

^  past  midnighl. 

Df.AR  Sn<, — It  was  with  unexpressible  concern  that  I  re^al 
this  morning  the  accounts  of  the  battle  near  Preston.  Cod  unlv 
knows  what  may  be  the  consequences  of  it  t(»  our  country.  I 
shrink  at  the  very  ttiouuht  of  these  scenes  of  blood  and  misery 
that  must  necessarily  follow.  I  hope  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh 
will  still  be  preserved.  My  Lord  has  wrote  to  the  Advocate  about 
it,  who  will  sliew  you  his  letter.  I  hope  the  connexions  you  have  in 
Edinburgh  will  enable  you  to  do  service  on  this  occasion.  I^et  iu> 
expense  be  spared,  for  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  nation. 

Pray  be   \ery   particular  about  what   has  I'.appenetl.      I   never 
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betbre  knew  what  it  Avas  to  be  so  niiseralily  anxious.  A  very 
minute  detail  of  tin-  la.ets  and  numbers  is  necessaiy.  not  lor 
curiosity  only,  but  for  a  justifieation  of  those  vou  wish  well  to.  .  .  . 
My  heart  bleed.s  for  my  friends  who.  l)esides  th-.-se  present  hart!- 
ships,  must  suffer  the  reputation  of  treachery,  till  the  shameful 
surrender  of  I'dinburuh  be  cleared  uj).  I  bet;;  leave  t<^  otVer  my 
compliments  to  Lord  Arniston.  Pray  let  me  know  in  your  next 
wliere  he  is,  and  liow  he  does. — I  am  ever  most  affectionately 
yours,  And'  Mit(  iiki.l. 

Tlie  following  lettei-.  wliieh  bears  no  date,  was  e\ii]entlv 
written  dui-ing  the  oeeiipation  of  lAHtdiuigli  bv  tIk-  rebel 
army,  and  shows  the  alarm  ami  unc-ertainty  which  existed 
among  the  relali\es  of  those  who  remained  true  to  the  reign- 
ing family  : — 

Laov  Arxi.stox^  /((  //(■)•  Slt'psvn,  Soi-icrron-GcNLHAL  Dlnda^. 

(No  date.) 
Mv  DKAii  Rom'. —  I  sc-nd  this  l)y  exj)ress,  both  for  security  and 
haste,  Avith  one  for  your  father  whieli  you  '11  be  so  good  as  to 
forward  by  the  jiost.  for  I  am  afraid  if  the  servant  goes  on  all  the 
way,  he  will  not  be  back  in  time  for  to  answer  the  end  of  sendinii- 
nim,  whicli  is  to  consult  and  ^et  your  ad\ice  what  is  jirojier  for 
me  to  do.  Since  last  Monday  at  eight  o'clock  we  irot  two 
expresses  from  Editiburoh  telling  us  that  the  town  wa>.  to  be 
destroyed  by  firing  from  the  castle,  unless  a  free  connuunication 
was  left  for  ])rovisions  to  <j;o  uj)  to  them.  The  respite  was  only 
till  twelve  the  next  day,  which  occasioned  a  j^eneral  consternation. 
sick  people  in  bed,  children  with  their  nurses,  men  and  women. 
all  running  out  of  town  with  carts  full  of  goods,  and  of  these  we 
Iiear  the  Highlanders  took  a  share.  However,  next  day  we  were 
told  the  town  had  got  a  reprieve  for  six  days  till  the  return  of  an 
express  from  London,  and  by  a  proclamation,  which  you  will  see 
if  the  town  is  reduced,  rei)risals  are  to  be  made  on  all  the 
abettors  of  the  Government,  which  is  a  verv  general  description. 
And  as  it  is  positively  given  out  our  houses  are  to  be  burnt, 
wherever  protections  have  been  given  they  are  to  be  recalled. 
In  short,  we  are  to  be  ruined.  If  I  could  believe  all  this  I  mouUI 
surely  leave  this  place.  But  since  tlie  forfeitures  of  estates  are  to 
be  ffiven  to  defray  the  loss  of  what  their  Irieiuls  may  suffer,  I   can 


^  .\nne  Goidon,  sfcoml  wife  of  the  first  rre.-.ident  DuiiJa.-. 
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hardly  think  they  will  (It'stroy  our  lioasc^  or  anythinfi:  th-it  may 
answer  tliat  purpose.  Howexcr,  I  would  be  very  "lad  to  knoM  it 
my  husband  and  you  Mould  lia\e  nie  remove  books  and  papers  to 
any  of  our  neiijhbours,  where  they  could  be  safer  than  liere— or 
if  I  sliall  run  the  hazard  of  their  not  earryini;-  thinijs  to  that 
extremity,  and  which  is  to  depend  upon  the  answer  from  London. 
I  have  no  reason  to  expect  ill  from  them  personally,  unless  they 
change,  for  last  night  there  was  a  ])rotection  sent  out  to  me,  dated 
yesterday.  Since  all  this  disturbance  1  wa>,  afraid  to  send  it  back 
for  fear  of  exasperating  them,  but  am  resolved  not  to  claim  tlie 
benefit  of  it  till  I  hear  from  you.  I  don't  think  it  right  to  take  a 
protection  allegiance. — Farewell.  God  protect  you  and  dt-liver 
us  frora  these  distresses.  When  M'  Dundas  writes  to  me  I  beg 
you  woidd  forward  it  by  express,  in  case  it  ca)i  be  here  time 
enough  to  serve  for  a  direction  for  n\c. 

Weditcsdaij. — 1  would  have  wrote  before,  but   knew  not  where 
to  direct  for  either  of  vou  till  last  ni<;ht. 


>r-Gk.xf.rm.  Dl  xdas. 


Armsion,  Oif,  I,  1745. 

Dkaii  Uohik,— I  came  from  your  house  ^  yesterday,  where  I  left 
mv  Lady  Carmichael  a  little  frighted,  but  M'^  Baillie  well  and  quite 
composed,  really  not  more  concern  on  her  spirits  than  any  rational 
man  has,  when  his  country  is  the  scene  of  war,  nor  do  I  believe 
she  will  be  easily  east  down  now  that  you  are  free  from  danger. 
.  .  .  M"  Baillie  delivered  me  your  message,  and  I  s}>oke  to 
J.  Fleming-  to  put  the  hoimds  all  out  to  the  tenants,  for  I  thought 
they  would  be  better  there  than  in  the  kennel;  and  you  may 
believe  we  will  have  very  small  joy  in  hunting  when  yiui  are 
absent. 

I  sincerelv  wish  you  well,  and  that  (jod  may  bless  you  and 
preserve  you. — Yours,  Adik.i  . 

No  harm  was  done  to  .\rni>ton  by  the  rebels;  and  the 
Solieit('r-(ienerars  wife  seems  to  have  remained  safely  at 
Ormiston  Hall,  his  eountrv  residence  at  tliat  time,  ''Mrs. 
IJaillie,"  write>  an  anonvmous  correspondent,  '•"  i>  sui-prisingly 
easy  ami  eoniposeil  amidst  the  flying  parties  w  hicli  liave  gone 
routul  about  vour  house." 


1  During  his  father's  lifeciiiic  Mr.  Dundas  lived  frequently  at  Ormiston  Hall, 
ahout  twelve  miles  from  Eilinburjjh.  -  The  factor. 
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As  niv  Ldiil  A(l\()c;itt_  will  iorthwith  sft  out  t'or  Loiulon,  iny 
Lord  Marquis  leaves  it  cntirrl)  to  you  to  ck-termine  Avl\otIier  you 
will  remain  in  the  north,  or  eonie  here  ;  Init  I  eannot  hc-l]i  on 
this  occasion  offerina'  you  my  o])inion,  that  you  shouUl  continue 
for  some  liine  either  at  Hrrwick  or  Xe\V(.-astle,  in  order  to  carry 
on  tlic  correspondence  -with.  Scotland,  v.  Inch  at  this  time  may  he 
of  the  greatest  ser\ice  to  the  })ui)lic,  and  1  shall  advise  you  from 
time  to  time  of  what  is  passinj;-  here. 

CV/.  3'^-  1745- 
The    Marquis    of   Tweedale    recjuests    Mi-.    D.    to    remain    at 
Berwick    or  its    nei_i;hhourhood,    for    the    purpose    of   forwarding- 
intelligence  to  (io\'. 

Aftei-  tins  J)unclas  remained  at  J>er\viek  till  X<)\eni!)ei-. 
One  llobert  Mackintosh  sends  hiiu  a  short  journal,  whieli  may 
be  "iven  a.s  a  sj^ecinien  of  the  sha])e  in  w  hieh  information  was 
frequently  conveyed  to  the  Oovernment.  ,.  ,  ,    ,    ;,:, 

.loinwi.. 

7th  Nov. — From  Berwick  to  I)un!)ar.  \  miles  to  East  Dunbar, 
met  a  man  passing  oft"  tlie  way.  Called  on  him,  and  he  ran  into 
a  village,  'twixt  tlie  ro:i(l  and  the  sea.  and  was  inforuit-d  by 
another  man  that  talked  w  ith  him  that  he  appeared  to  him  to 
be  a  spy.  Heard  from  a  clergyman  at  Dunbar  that  advice  had 
come  from  the  Fife  side  to  Achuiral  Byng  of  ,'J0O(,)  troo})s,  mostly 
Irish,  were  embarked  at  Ostend.  bound  for  the  harbours  ot 
Montrose  or  Stonhyve. 

8th  Nov.,  P'din''.  —  Arri\rd  lurt-  and  found  all  peaceable.  But 
that  last  night  Ho.  Clark,  \intner,  and  some  others  in  liquor,  walking 
the  streets,  insulted  tlie  City  (iuard,  ujion  which  a  scuffle  i-n-^iied. 
and  Clark's  leg  was  l)roke.  It  's  gi\  en  (uit  here,  from  dirtVrcnt 
hands,  that  last  night  .'5000  Highlanders,  viz.,  Frasers,  ^;c..  from 
the  north,  passed  above  Stirling  to  join  the  rebels  (this  fact  is 
doubtful),  and  it  's  said  that  the  ,300  men  that  were  reported  as 
having  deserted,  are  gone  u})on  a  secret  expedition.  .V  letter 
from   a   merchant    in    Lanark   to   his   correspondent    here  mentions 
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Ih.-it  the  Highlaiulers  arc  passing  there  in  numbers  of  ten  to 
lifteen  in  coinpaii}-,  and  enriching  the  cor.ntry  -with  arms  of  tlic 
hcst  kind,  ^\  iiich  tliey  ^ell  for  what 's  next  to  nothing.  It 's 
reported  from  good  hands,  tliat  the  Iligldand  armv.  as  thev 
marched  from  J'.din'.,  Dalkeith,  .Ic.,,  did  not  exceed  7000  in  ali. 
and  that  they  had  thirteen  ])iece  of  canon.  'I'hat,  npon  search 
niade_,  more  of  the  silver  plate,  .S.e.,  in  Col.  Gardner's  house  Mx-rc 
found  in  the  house  of  one  M'L.aehlan  in  the  ^Vriter's  Court. 


Df-SPATCH  (ANONV.Mors)  to   Mit.   Dlndas. 

Edinr.,  Sat.,  A\^v):  q/h. 
.  .  .  All  accounts,  from  very  different  })laces  in  the  country, 
hear  that  the  Highlanders  are  deserting  in  great  nundjers  ;  some- 
times SO  or  40  go  off  together.  Several  letters  have  been  inter- 
cepted from  Lewis  Goi'don,  brother  to  the  Duke,  directed  to  tlie 
Duke  of  Perth,  John  Murray,  &c.  These  letters  are  now  in  tiie 
castle.  I  read  two  of  the  originals,  the  one  directed  to  the  said 
Duke,  the  other  to  the  said  Murray.  They  are  dated  Huntly 
Castle,  October  i2Sth,  and  bear  that  he  fhids  the  people  in  general 
extremely  averse  to  take  up  arms  in  support  of  the  Prince,  and 
that  force  is  absolutely  necessary.  This  he  says  is  entirely  owing 
to  the  vile  Presbyterian  Ministers,  who  instil  into  the  people's 
minds  false  and  foolish  notions,  anil  speak  disrespectfully  of  the 
Prince  and  his  abettors,  but  adds  that  he  hopes  to  prevent  tlieir 
future  mfiucnce,  as  he  has  sent  a  written  order  to  those  of  them 
who  are  under  his  Jurisdiction,  requiring  them  not  to  })reach  in 
their  present  strain,  otherways  they  shall  be  forthwith  })unished 
as  the  law  directs.  He  speaks  of  his  having  formed  a  design  to 
take  the  President  prisoner,  but  was  disuaded  from  the  attenij^t 
bv  General  Gordon,  an  old  man  who  married  Sir  Thomas  Mon- 
criefs  daughter,  as  a  thing  impracticable,  in  regard  that  '200  of 
the  Erasers,  having  attacked  the  President's  house. ^  were  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss.  He  begs  that  General  (iordonV.  I'.ame 
may  not  be  mentioned,  as  he  does  not  choose  to  appear  publicly. 
The  letter  conchules  with  })romises  that  he,  Lewis  Gordon,  will 
do  all  in  his  power  to  support  the  glorious  cause,  and  an  account 
of  the  Lady  Aberdeen's  safe  delivery  of  a  son,  who  is  now  named 
Charles.  .  .  .  This  comes  fron\  the  gentleman  who  parted  with 
you  yestei-day  at  Berwick,  before  you  got  out  of  bed." 

1  Culloden. 
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About  the  lJ2th  of  XoveniljcT  Duiulas  returned  to  Ediii- 
biii-^-]i.  Tlie  royal  ibrces  under  (General  Ilandasvd  were  now 
ajipro.icliiiiu-  the  city.  On  the  l-'ith  the  General  writes  from 
IIadilir;i;ton  :  ''Here  1  am,  but  nuieh  fatigued.  Not  beini;- 
certain  that  the  rebels  were  at  Carlisle  till  ]\Iondav  night  at 
ten,  it  was  twelve  next  day  1)etbre  I  could  Irave  Berwick.  .\ 
worse  marcli  I  never  liad.  IVay  make  iny  (juartering  in  the 
town  easy  for  seven  liunthx'd  horse,  and  fifteen  lunich-ed  foot.  I 
assure  you  we  are  so  many.      Alnu)st  dead  ^\•ith  cold.      Adieu." 

:\lr.  Alitchell,  though  si  ill  in  a  state  of  great  anxiety,  finds 
time  to  say  :  "  Pray  desire  ;tny  of  your  frientls  who  have  been  in 
Edinburgh  during  the  Pligldand  Government,  to  write  a  detail 
of  what  jiassetl,  their  recej)tion,  manner  of  living,  and  convers- 
ing, the  ]\"s  intrigues,  ban  r,iut.s,  and  trifling  incidents.-"" 

\'ery  little  trustworthy  information  regarding  tlie  move- 
)nents  of  the  rebel  arjiny  ix-aehed  eitlier  London  or  Edird)urgh 
until  it  uas  known  that,  oii  the  4th  of  ])ecend)er,  tlie  young- 
Pretender  had  entered  l)e)-by.  Tlie  news  reached  Lomlon  on 
the  6th,  Plack  Eriday,  as  it  was  ealled,  and  all  was  panic.  "  It 
is  difficult  to  conceive,"  Mitchell'writes  to  J)undas,  "how  tew 
behaved  like  men."  ]Jut  on  that  very  day  the  Highlanders 
were  in  full  retreat  to  the  north,  and  the  invasion  of  England 
was  at  an  en(k 

Tlie  year  closed  with  brighter  prospects  than  liad  latelv 
seemed  jjossible  ;  but  all  danger  was  not  over.  "  I  am  glad," 
Mr.  :\ritc]iell  writes  on   the  ;31st  of  Decend)er,  '*  th.at  the  citv 

Edinl)urgh  has  liad  e\en  a  short  rejirieve  from  the  fui-v  of 
the  rebels,  for  till  the  King's  army  lias  entered  Scotland,  I  will 
not  call  it  a  deliverance."' 

In  the  meantime  the  Marcpiis  of  Tweeddale  had  made  uj) 
his  nn'nd  to  resign  the  oilice  of  Steretarv  of  State  for  Scotlancl. 
The  jealousy  between  Eonl  (iranville,  the  King's  f  ivourite,  and 
Mr,  Pelham,  had  n(jt  been  cHniini>hcd  by  the  ckuigers  of  the 
Rebellion  ;  in  fact,  they  >eein  to  liave  regarded  the  countrv's 
extremity  as  their  opporttuiitv  I'or  bringini;-  matters  to  a  crisis. 
Lord  'I'weeddale,  as  a  menTher  of  the  (ir.un  iUe  faction,  had  for 
some  time  found  his  po>ition  becoming  more  and  more  m\- 
comfortalile,  and  he  resolved  to  retire.  In  hi^  letter  to  Dunilas 
of  the  J31st  December,  Mr.  .AHtcheli  says:  "My  Lord  Manjuis 
has  allowed  me  to  conuunnicate  to  v«ju  onlv  that  he  intends   to 


174^^]       L(^i{j)  'i'\vr.!:i)])Ai.]';8  rksicjxatiox.  i.;: 

ivsiijii  tlie  seals  on  next  Saturduv.  Tins  I  know  vou  will  not 
mention  :  and  I  am  snro  t!ie  news  will  neitlier  surprise  nor  dis- 
please vou.  F(n-  mv  own  part,  and  aftei'  wjiat  I  liave  seen  ;uid 
suii'erecK  the  v.onder  is  how  lu-  has  liad  the  ])atience  to  keep 
them  so  lon^/"  In  a  few  days  tlie  resignation  was  j)ul)lielv 
known.. 


Andrew  MrreuKM,  lo  Sulk  itor-Gknkr  \i,  IXndas. 

Whi  lEllAl.l.,  2d  Jan.  1745-6. 
Dkar  Sui, — .  .  .  The  aHair  of  luy  Lord's  resioninii-  is  now 
j)ubliclv  tallied  of,  and  he  will  deliver  the  seals  next  Satiuxlay.  I 
am  sen-ihle  people  will  he  divided  in  o})inion  about  this  step,  but 
1  tlnnk  his  I.ordshi]>  Avoiild  not  do  it  without  good  reasons.  Your 
own  situation  -will  make  you  sensible  how  disagreeable  it  is  to  act 
where  there  is  not  a  })erl'eet  harmony,  and  a  thorough  trust  in 
those  you  are  concerned  with,  and  the  consequence  of  Mant  of 
communication  and  confidence  in  a  iiigher  oflice  is  still  attemlcd 
with  greater  inconveniences  and  dangers.  Whether  the  manner 
of  giving  up,  and  the  time  of  it,  be  as  friends  would  wi>h,  I  shall. 
when  I  am  better  instructed,  inform  you  more  partioularlv.  In 
the  meantime,  give  me  leave  to  offer  my  o])inion  with  regard  to 
yourself,  which  is,  that  you  should  continue  to  act,  as  the  public 
may  suffer  by  your  declining,  and  at  this  time  an  imputation  of 
disaffection  may  be  thrown  out  against  you  for  not  doing  tlie 
duty'of  an  officer,  who,  at  this  juncture,  may  be  extremely  neces- 
sary and  u~>eful  to  the  King's  service.  I  do  not  mean  by  this  that 
you  should  continue  in  an  off.ce  that  cannot  fail  to  be  disagree- 
able to  you,  but  t)nly  that  you  sliould  not  resign  innnediately,  so 
as  to  to  put  it  in  the  })ower  of  enemies  to  say  that  you  have  dis- 
tressed them  at  a  critical  time.  My  reason  for  this  is  that,  as 
vour  othce  does  not  dejjcnd  on  the  Marquis,  but  on  hii  Majesty 
directly,  his  giving  up  will  not  justify  you.  Besides,  a--  you  have 
taken  great  pains  to  enquire  about  the  authors  and  abettors  of  this 
rebellion,  vour  withdrawing  at  present  mav  afford  a  pretence  of 
letting  })eople  slip  for  want  of  evidence,  and  laying  the  l)lame.  you 
know  where.  The  friendship  that  has  long,  and  I  hope  e\er 
will,  subsist  between  us.  uuiNt  be  my  a})ology  for  thi>  freedom 
M-hich  I  hope  you  will  receive  as  1  intend,  being  my  own  o})inion 
only.  I  have  not  seen  the  .Vdvocate  since  my  Lord  took  his 
resolution  ;  when  I  ha\e  talked  with  him,  \  shall  write  you  what 
passes  between  us. 
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AxniiEw   Mirc  iiLLi,  lo  Soi  icnou-CiKXKi?  \i.   1)i.m).\>. 

Whiikhai.l,  j^Jau.  1746. 

De\i{  Sir, — As  I  wrote  fully  by  l;isi  \ioA,  I  have  iu)w  little  to 
add.     My  Lord  Marquis  this  day  resiii,ned  the  seals,  and  i  hojjt-  his 

Lordship  then  touk   the  opportunity  of  explaining  to  ^    his 

motives.  1  find  this  stej)  has  occasioned  great  variety  of  opinion  : 
many  disa])pro\e  of  it  as  rash  and  ill  timed.  What  may  be  in 
that  }ou  shall  afterwards  be  informed. 

When  I  wrote  hist  you  will  l)e:ie\(\  notwithstanding  the  lenutli 
of  my  letter,  that  J  was  much  hui  rietl.  \  ha\-e  since  reflected  on  what 
1  said,  r.nd  I  am  confirmed  in  oj)inion  that  it  will  be  highly  improper 
for  you  to  resign  at  least  till  affairs  are  settled,  and  those  finished 
which  you  have  begun.  There  is  this  material  difference  betwet,n 
you  and  our  friend  liere  that  his  ofiice  obliged  him  to  move  and 
give  advice,  aiul  e\en  right  things  from  him  were  ill  received,  -o 
that  his  country  nuist  suffer  if  he  continued.  But  yctur  case  is 
different.  Nothing  can  be  required  or  ex^iected  of  vou  but  what  is 
strictly  legal  and  in  the  sphere  of  your  employment.  1  may  ad.tl 
as  an  additional  argument  that  the  Advocate,  Avhom  I  saw  this 
morning,  is  resolved  to  act  till  he  shall  be  laid  aside,  and  he 
j)rom!sed  to  write  to  you  by  this  ])ost. — I  am  most  sincerely  yours, 

A.M. 

I<oKr)  Advo(.\te  Chaigik  to  Soi.ieiTou-(iK\ER\L  ])i  xn\s. 

LoXLtON,  4/^;;.  1740. 
What  determined  the  M.-  to  take  this  resolution  i^  not  proper 
for  me  to  write,  nnich  less  to  gi\e  my  opinion  on  the  proprietv  or 
ex})edieney  of  his  lakiiii;  it,  especially  at  this  critical  juncture. 
His  friends  are  of  different  opinions.  Hut  thus  far  I  dare 
adventure  to  say  that  every  reason  of  the  Marquis's  resignation 
at  this  time  is  against  your  or  my  copying  his  example  ...  If 
his  Majesty  shall  be  adxised  to  dismiss  u^  either  now  or  when 
the  rebellion  is  over,  possibly  that  may  be  best  for  us.  and  nn»t 
desirable  ;  but  I  cannot  advise  a  desertion. 

When  the  Solieitor-Cienerars  father,  old  Loril  Arniston. 
heard  of  the  resignation  of  Lord  Tweeddale,  heat  once  wrote  to 

'  The  Kintr.  -  T.oni  Tweeddalv. 
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his  son  expressing-  the  ()})iiii()n  tliat  iioIxkIv  else  should  i-esio-n. 
"■l)cc;uise  resii(nin<;  mav  shoek  the  Kin j;,  ami  we  ha\e  always 
held  it  a  medium  in  ))oliiies  never  to  make  war  with  the  Kinii; 
whatever  Me  do  with  his  ministers.*'  He  adds,  with  a  freedom 
of  expression  not  usual  in  those  davs,  when  letters  were  liahleto 
be  opened  at  the  post-ofliee,  "  ^Vhile  you  are  in  ofiiee  it  "s  your 
duty  to  eorres}K)nd  with  some  of  the  ministers,  and  'tis  my 
humhle  o})inion  you  direct  yom-  letters  to  my  Lord  Harrington, 
not  to  that  Ijr/ttc  the  Duke  of  Xr:cai.sth:" 

]iut  Dundas  had  made  uj)  his  mind  to  resign,  and  toltl  his 
father  so.  'I'he  old  i;-entleman  was  indiuiiant,  and  wrote  lii> 
son  a  letter  full  of  tht  most  astute  maxims. 

LOIU)     AltXtsTON     lu    /lis    Snil.    TUE    Sol.U  riOH-CiKNF.))  \l.. 

Stockton,  _/(/;/.  12,  1746. 
Sox,—  .  .  .  1  httpe  you  will  lliiuk  over  the  matter  a,i>ain  betore 
resignin^uv,  nolwithstandin;i  what  ill  usai^-e  or  discouragement  you 
may  have  met  with.  Some  of  many  reasons  1  have  against  your 
resigning  are:  in  the  first  place,  since  the  Duke  ^  is  to  all 
appearance  coming  to  Scotlaml  to  command,  and  is,  I  hojje,  by 
this  time  set  out  on  the  road,  your  station  and  office  uuist  give  you 
frequent  opportunities  of  waiting  upon  him  and  forming  an 
acquaintance  ;  and  wliethcr  you  may  not  get  the  better  of  some 
other  ])eople,  whose  patron  he  does  not  much  favour,  is  at  least  an 
equal  chance,  and  the  rather,  considering  the  company  that  are  to 
attend  him,  Duke  of  Montrose,  Duke  of  Queensberry,  and  Karl  of 
Rothes.  Now,  1  don't  tliink  au\  advantage  can  attend  \(>ur 
resignation  just  now.  ecjual  to  what  may  arise  fro)u  this  ojipoi-tunity 
and  ac<]uaintance.  At  least  I  should  think  this  single  incident 
sufficient  reason  for  delaying  your  resignation  two  uu)uths.  in  the 
next  place,  I  know  the  King's  temper  pretty  well  on  tlu-.  point. 
There  is  nothing  he  takes  more  amiss  than  resigning  upon  piLtmce. 
or  reality,  of  disobligation  or  ill  usage  from  his  other  scr\auts. 
His  way  of  thinking  and  sptaking  is  that  all  his  servants  ought  to 
have  their  eye  to  hini,  ami  that  if  one  suffer  wrong  from  another. 
he  ought  to  find  tiis  own  way  of  making  his  grievance  known  to 
him,  and  not  to  throw  u]),  or,  as  he  calls  it,  '•  refuse  to  serve  him. 
because  they  are  not  pleased  with  one  another;  and,  iiulerd.  the 
doing  so  ib  a  sort   of  injury  to  him,  which  he  scarce  ever  forgets. 


Duke  ..f  Cumb.erland. 
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Now,  I  believe,  il  is  a  maxim  amoiijrst  all  good  politicians,  that  how 
ever  much  they  may  he  disoblif^ed  at  one  another,  yea,  tlio'  secrt-tly 
they  should  be  disobliy^ed  at  the  King  himself,  thev  are  never  to 
blunv  it,  if  they  don't  resolve  to  incajKicitate  themselves  from  serving 
their  King  and  country  for  tliat  King's  reign  at  least,  which  i^  a 
situation  in  Mhicli  110  man  at  your  age  should  put  himself 

In  the  third  place,  rcsigmng  at  this  time  is  plainly  giving  a 
great  victory  to  tliose  who  ma\-  be  your  enemies.  When  a  man  is 
laid  aside  in  the  course  oi'  a  change  at  Court,  that  is  the  etiect  of 
the  King's  ])leasin'e  and  of  the  other  side's  influence  there,  which 
is  thought  nothir.g  of,  but  ofttiuics  docs  a  man  honour,  gains  him 
more  friends,  and  })erha])s  jjuts  him  in  the  way  of  making  a  better 
figure  than  before  without  the  King's  displeasure.  But  wh.ere 
j)eople  make  a  man  su  uneasv  as  to  make  him  throw  up  from 
resentment,  it  is  they  that  get  the  triumph.  It  is  their  deed  and 
not  the  King's,  for  which  they  take  the  glory  to  tliemselves. 

In  the  fourth  })lace,  whati-ver  you  may  write  or  say  with 
truth,  as  to  youi-  reasons  of  resigning,  your  taking  this  nick  of 
tin\e,  innnediatcly  uj)on  'JVecdale's  resigning,  antl  also  in  the 
midst  of  so  hot  a  rebellion,  will  give  those  who  like  to  do  it  the 
strongest  o})portunity  for  misrepresenting  you  to  the  King,  and  to 
all  the  ministers,  in  as  bad  lights  as  they  please.  They  can  pain.t 
you  as  a  bigotted  })arty  man,  yea,  as  one  disaft'ccted  ;  that  you  give 
up  at  this  time,  both  to  put  matters  into  confusion,  and  to  with- 
draw your  service  Avhen  the  (ioverument  most  wants  it.  They  may 
go  so  far  as  to  say,  that  at  bottom  it  shows  your  inclination  to 
another  when  you  withdraw  your  hand  from  the  plough  in  labour- 
ing time  :  and  such  prejudices  m  ill  not  be  removed,  however 
falsely  impressed,  l)y  all  your  assurances  to  the  contrary  .  .  . 
Indeed,  to  conclude,  I  do  not  think  re-.igning  can  be  at  all  ajiproved 
of  in  a  time  of  >uch  distress  and  danger.  If  they  say  they  have 
no  use  for  your  service,  and  so  tlu-ow  you  aside,  why  not  .^  But  I 
would  not  ha\e  you  refuse  to  ser^  e  till  the  rebellion  is  at  an 
end.  When  that  is  over  then  you  may  do  what  you  will.  It  mav 
then  be  a  time  to  sliow  resentments,  and  then  tinu'  to  shun  \Uiat 
may  come  to  be  a  disagreeable  v.ork.  Jiut  now  I  don't  think  it  a 
time  at  all  to  resign.      Faresvell.       \ Ours,  llo.  Dlnda<. 

In  spite  of  liis  father's  objections,  Dunchis  resigned  his 
office  of  Solicitor-(ienei-al.  giving  us  iiis  reason  the  lieavy 
nature  of  his  duties;  and  his  resignation  was  at  once  accepted. 
His  real  reason  was   the  clitl!cult\'  he  found   in    hoUling  his  ov.  n 
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ai»aiusl  the  L(inl  Jiislii-e-Clei-k,  who,  it  appears,  ilid  not  treat 
him  M'itli  suilicient  confidence,  aiul  was,  therefore,  con^tanlK 
putting  hini  in  a  lal>e  position.  Lord  Arniston  was  nnich 
annoyed,  and  Mrote  his  son  a  lont;,-  ;ind  ant;rv  lettei',  in  whic-h 
he  declared  that  "  proNoealions  i'roni  tlie  1..  »).  C.^  I  ne\ei- 
would  have  minded  one  iiui;-  ...  as  I  now  know  that  neither 
liis  ini})udenee  nor  Ids  patron's  hi^h  power  could  ha\e  heen 
able  to  turn  out  one  man,  I  mean  eitliei-  the  Advocate  or  \on. 
I  must  own,  vour  so  obstinate  resolution,  notwithstandinu',  has 
o'iven  and  does  gi\e  me  vei-y  <;reat  vexation.  .  .  .  You  have 
by  this  step  established  for  ever  the  })ower  of  the  \e)y  man 
that  I  believe  you  ami  I  a1)oniinate."' 

LoKH  .Vovocvrr.  CitAKiiK  h)  Mr.  Dindas,  i,\tf.  Solicitor-Genkuai  . 

I.OM'ON,  \Q>f't Jaiiy.  1746. 
Dear  Robin, — J  have  yours  of  the  9th  -with  the  un})lcasant 
account  of  your  havin<i^  resii;-ned  your  ottice.  It  is  too  late  for  me 
to  complain  or  to  insinuate  that  the  reasons  of  youi-  conduct  are 
insutlicient.  At  the  same  time  I  cannot  lielp  wishing  that  in  a 
matter  so  delicate  you  had  wailed  until  you  could  have  had  vour 
tather's  opinion.  I  shall  only  add  that  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
quiet  and  case  you  '11  now  enjoy.  You  '11  have  vacation  till  June, 
and  I  hope  the  disturhers  of  our  (piiet  are  got  so  far  north  as  to 
leave  you  and  your  concerns  free  of  any  apprehensions  of  danger. 
I  am  still  in  the  storm,  and  so  is  my  little  family,  and  God  onlv 
knows  how  I  shall  ride  it  out.  and  when  it  will  he  over  with  me. 

President  Foures  /o  Mr.  I)i  ndas,  late  Solkitor-Genkk ai.. 

Cllloden,  zGh'iJan.  1746. 
Mv  DEAR  RoRiN. —  I  lia\  c  yours  of  the  Kith,  which  gives  me  no 
small  uneasiness.  I  can,  without  nuich  auguring,  see  that  \(tur 
situation  was  difficult.  But  at  a  season  such  as  this,  a  man  nuist 
bear  and  rub  them,  those  difficulties,  as  well  as  they  can.  I  know 
how  painful  it  is  to  bear  the  insolence  of  office  ;  and  1  know  vou 
too  well,  to  think  that  you  would  choose  to  submit  to  it.  in  a 
season  of  calm  and  tranquility.  But  there  is  somewhat  in  our 
present  situation  that  makes  me  wish  you  had  tugged  a  little 
longer  at  the  oar,  because  the  step  you  have  taken  may  gi\  e  youi- 
enemies  an  opportunity,  not  only  to  misrepresent  you,  but  to  lay 

»  Lonl  Jii>tice-rierk  (Flclchci  of  Milton), 


fi\  fit/  i^ 
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your  act  to  the  account  of  your  iViciuK.  AniiNton  (for  wlio^e 
rcco\ery  I  heaitily  rejoice)  ccrtainl\-  achiscd  rioht  ;  and  1  sin- 
cerely wisli  lor  many  reasons  you  luul  (Irudgccl  on,  till  I  miiriit 
have  had  ti\e  good  fortune  to  see  you.  'I'here  is,  however,  now 
no  help  for  it,  and  I  am  con\  ineed  you  will  forgive  me,  for  tellino- 
you  my  sentiments  freely.  .  .  . — I  am,  my  dear  Robin,  affection- 
ately yours,  Dlxcax  Forises. 


Loitn   .\i)vo<ATr.  CiiAKrit:   /u   Dindas.  ",     ; 

LoN uox,  Fc\''.  ii//i,  174'.'. 
1)e\I!  Snj, —  ...  I  don't  know  if  you  have  advice  of  the  revolu- 
tion in  our  Administration  that  hapjiened  jesterdav,  and  is  vnU 
going  on  to  the  surprise  of  most  ])eople.  Tiie  iJuke  of  Xev.ca-t!e 
and  Lord  Harrington  resigned  the  seals,  ufwn  \\]\at  occasion  1 
believe  is  not  publicly  known  ;  and  in  the  afternoon  his  ^faje-tv 
sent  for  K.  (iranville,  and  ga\e  him  the  seals.  This  morning  Mr. 
Pelham  resigned  as  Chancelloi-  of  the  Kxchequer,  L.  Cower  as 
Privy  seal,  J),  of  Bedford  as  first  Conunissioner  of  the  Admiralty, 
E.  Pembroke  as  Groom  of  the  .^tole.  The  Ciiancellor  resigns  on 
Thursday,  as  to-morrow  is  the  first  day  of  the  term.  How  many 
more  resign  is  uncertain,  or  who  are  to  be  successors.  E.  Bath 
succeeds  ^Ir.  Pelham.  They  say  J),  of  Argyll  resigns  ;  but 
whether  he  does  or  not,  he  has  tor  once  lost  his  power. — Yours. 

PiOB.  Craig  IK. 

This  letter  aliiules  to  an  event  \\hich  took  })laee  at  the 
beginning  of  rehruary  17  Ki,  and  which  is  described  by  ],or(l 
]Malion  as  "a  short  but  singular  ministerial  revohition." 

"  Th.e  lioyal  favour  had  been,"  says  Lord  Mahi)n,  '•  for  some 
time  engrossed  by  Lord  (Jran\ille  (C'ai'teret)  ;  the  Pelham  brothers 
found  themselves  treated  ^^ith  coldness  and  reserve,  and  apijre- 
hended  that  in'carrying  the  suppHes  this  winter  they  Avould  only  be 
paving  the  way  for  tiieir  own  dismissal  at  the  end  of  the  session.  To 
them  the  unciuelled  rebellion  aj)j)eared.  not  as  a  motive  of  forbear- 
ance, but  only  as  a  favourable  o{)portunity  tor  pushing  their  preten- 
sions. They  determined,  therefore,  to  bring  t!ie  (piestion  to  an  i--ue, 
and  to  concentrate  their  demands  on  one  ])oint — an  oflice  for  Pitt 
— to  whom  they  were  Ijound  by  their  promises,  and  still  more  by 
their  fears.  Tiie  king,  however,  steadily  refused  his  assent  to  this 
arrangement A  I'esignation  a\  as  now  resoh  ed  u])on  bv  ne.irlv 
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;ill  the  miiiistt'iN.  Ill  thi>,  aliair  the  Pflhams  pruduiitly  shrunk 
i'roni  the  front  ranks;  the  van  therefore  was  led  by  liai-riiinton. 
he  beiii^L;-  th(^  iirst,  on  the  lOlh  Feb.,  to  pve  up  the  seals,  and  tliii- 
drjnvinji^on  himself  the  Kind's  esjjecial  and  lastin<:^  resentnu-nt. 
lie  Avas  followed  on  t!ie  same  day  l)v  the  Duke  of  Xewcastle,  on 
the  next  by  Mr.  Felham.  .  .  .  His  Majesty  inmiediately  sent  the 
two  seals  of  Seereta.ries  of  State  to  l^ord  Granville  (wlio  was  indis- 
))osed)  that  he  and  Lord  Bath  mii;lit  form  an  administration  as 
they  })leased.  .  .  .  After  various  oilers  and  repeated  refusals,  this 
n)inistry  of  forty  hoins  was  dissolved,  and  Lord  Fath  annoiniced 
its  failure  to  the  Kino-.  .  .  .  Mis  Majesty  had  no  other  ehoiee 
than  to  reinstate  his  former  servants,  and  admit  whaLe\er  terms 
they  now  required.  It  was  a<,^reed  to  dismiss  from  })laee  the  re- 
maininf]^  adherents  of  Bath  and  (7ran^'illeJ  amongst  others,  the 
Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  whose  ofiice  as  Secretary  for  Scotland  was 
again  abolished." 

C'rai'Liie  resip;neil  before  the  end  of  Februarv,  and  ^^as  suc- 
ceeded, as  Lord  Advocate,  bv  William  Grant  of  Prestoiinrange. 
DunJas  was  succeedeil,  as  Solicitor-General,  by  Patrick  Hal- 
chine  and  Alexander  Flonie,  who  held  the  office  jointlv.  Xo 
new  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  was  ajipointed  in  ])lace 
of  Loril  Tweeddale.  And  thus,  long  before  April  came,  ^\  ith  the 
final  defeat  of  the  Pretender  at  CuUoden,  a  sweepino,-  chanoe 
had  been  made  among  the  persons  on  whom  had  fallen  the 
burden  of  maintaining  the  royal  cause  during  the  early  days 
ofthePebellion.        '  '        ■       .       .  V 


C'llArTFJi    JX. 
THE  SECOND   PltKSlDJ.N  T   Dl'XDAS — cunlinucd. 

AriKK  thf  close  of  the  Jiehellion,  Diindas  attentied 
assiduously  to  his  jiractire  at  the  har,  to  -which,  as  he  do 
•loiio-er  held  office,  lie  was  ahle  to  devote  his  full  atteutiou. 

Old  Lord  Arniston's  health  had  beeu  failing  for  >oine  time. 
He  sufltred  inuch  from  u'out  ;  but  his  intellect  was  still  rol)u>t. 
The  louLi;  letters  which  he  wrote  to  his  son.  and  ])articularlv 
those  in  which  he  remonstrated  with  him  for  resignino-  the 
office  of  Solicitoi--(Teneial,  are  full'of  acute  reasoning-.  thouii:h 
coudicd  in  somewhat  violent  lanii,iia,<2,e. 

During-  the  Kebellion  he  was  com})elled,  bv  an  attack  of 
gout,  to  leave  Scotland  for  some  time,  and  journeved  about, 
staying,  among  other  places,  at  Stockton,  Darlington,  and  ]Mor- 
peth.  AVhen  he  returneil  home  he  was,  evidentlv,  suffering  from 
low  s])irits,  and  his  wife^  foimd  him  very  tliflieult  to  deal  with. 
In  one  letter  to  her  stepson,  .Mrs.  Dundas  describe.s  Iww  im- 
possible she  found  it  to  induce  the  old  gentleman  to  look  into 
the  state  of  his  family  affairs.  \\'hen  .she  ]:)ressed  him  on  tlie 
subject  he  "shows  the  greate>t  >igii>  of  grief  and  perj)lexitv, 
and  wishes  he  were  de;ul.*"  At  la>t  he  resolved  to  retire  fron) 
the  bencli;-  a  resolutiMn  whidi  nearly  ended  the  brilliant 
career  of  his  son,  and  whi(,h  might,  by  destroving  the  influence 
of  his  family,  have  materially  changed  the  course  of  Scotti>!i 
political  hi>tory.  For  l)unda>  tkclared  that  if  his  father  left 
the  bench  he  would  lea\e  t!ie  bar,  and  retire  into  j)rivate  life. 
The  following  letter  explains  how  j)e  was  induced  to  remain  in 
office  :  -  - 


Anne  Gordon,  L'>ril  .Arni-ion"-  second  wife.  -Supra,  ]).  99. 
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Mhs.   Di'NDAs  lu  Iter  Stepson.' 

Dr.AU  RoHV, — When  1  came  home  last  night,  as  I  found  vour 
Inther  in  a  disposition  to  hoar  me,  I  entered  on  the  subject  vou 
spoke  to  me  of.  I  repeated  all  the  arguments  I  could  recollect 
agiiinst  resigning,  and  conchided  with  assuring  (him)  that  if  he  did 
throAv  oft'  one  gown,  you  would  tlirow  off  the  other;  that  the 
trifhng  gains  you  acquired  were  no  inducement  to  you  to  s]a\  e  in 
the  maimer  you  now  do,  but  the  liopes  you  liad  of  being  able. 
some  time,  to  raise  yourself  into  a  station  where  you  might  be 
more  useful  in  the  world  ;  that  if  he  resigned  all  that  was  at  an 
end.  You  was  sure  of  being  ran  down.  He  was  imj)atient  to  let 
me  finish  what  I  had  more  to  say,  and,  stretching  out  his  hand, — 
"  You  need  say  no  more.  If  my  Roby  thinks  it  would  hurt  him 
that  I  should  resign,  I  will  never  do  it.  Let  me  bear  affronts, 
contempt,  <S:c.  I  never  will  be  a  hindrance  to  the  views  of  a  son 
I  so  much  esteem  as  well  as  love."  I  thought  it  would  be  a 
l)leasure  to  you  to  know  this;  and  that  makes  me  give  you  this 
early  disturbance. — I  am  ever  yours. 

7  'hiirsiiay  Morn  iti^. 
P.S. — If  you  will  send  us  Lord  Lovats  trial,  I  should  take  great 
care  of  it  and  thank  you,  for  your  father  grudges  to  buy  one  of 
them. 

We  liave  already  seen  how  the  death  of  Lord  President 
Forbes,  in  December  1747,  })ut  an  end  to  all  Lord  Arniston's 
ideas  of  leaving  tlie  beucli,  and  how  lie  not  only  secured  for 
himself  the  vacant  chair,  but  liad  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
Lord  Ju>tice-Clerk  J'^htclier — "  that  puppy,"  as  lie  used  to  call 
him — thru>t  aside  in  the  course  of  the  intrigues  whicli  letl 
to  his  own  elevation. - 

In  1750  Dundas  was  urged  to  offer  himself  for  the  vacancy 
in  tlie  representation  of  l^anarkshire,  caused  by  the  death  of 
Sir  J.  Hamilton.  His  wife,  ^Nliss  Baillie,  was  a  Lanarksliire 
heiress,  and  it  was  tliouglit  that  lie  would  be  a  strong  candidate 
in  the  Wliig  interest.  Lie  declined,  however,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  letters,  from  unwillingness  to  enter  Parlia- 
ment at  that  jiarticular  time,  and  also  from  a  feeling  of  doubt 
as  to  whether  he  would  receive  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment : — 


No  date;  probably  in  April  or  May  1747.  -  Supra,  p.  103. 

K 
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Mn.  lJi.\D\N  to  the  Hon.  Charles  llin't:  Wi:iK.' 

Man/i  25,  1750. 
Dear  Chaki.es, — As  the  ckath  of  Sir  Jaines  Ilamilton  is  now 
beyond  doubt,  and  as  I  am  jH-rsuaded  that  you  and  I  a<;ref 
entirely  isi  our  scntinKiits  of  the  ])()Hticks  of  that  county,  a  letter 
from  n)e  on  that  subject  needs  no  apolo-^ry.  My  oreat  and  indeed 
only  view  is  that  we  should  if  })ossilde  send  a  j)roper  representa- 
tive in  his  place  to  Parliamenl.  It  is  some  time  since  I  disengaged 
mj'self  frojii  what  I  A\ill  l)e  allowed  to  call  these  low  schemes  of 
politicks,  which,  to  mv  grief,  I  have  too  nuieh  seen  prevail  in  this 
country.  But  the  great  and  fundamental  scheme  of  Whig  and 
'J'oric  I  M-ill  i\ever  divest  myself  of,  since  at  all  times  I  shall  use 
my  utmost  endeavours  to  countenance  the  one  and  discour;!ge 
the  other.  I  therefore  make  no  doubt  you  will  concur  with  me 
in  following  it  out.  I  had  a  message  from  one  gentleman  assu)-ing 
yom-  humble  servant  that  if  I  had  any  view  to  Parliament  he 
would  endeavour  to  make  the  matter  easy.  But  you  know  1 
liave  long  })refen-ed  quietness  to  politicks,  which  makes  me 
have  no  inclination  that  way.  However,  I  gave  for  answer  that 
I  wished  no  hasty  lesolution  to  be  taken  until  there  was  a  general 
meeting  of  the  county,  when  we  might  all  consider  of  a  ])ro})er 
person. 

Ho.N.    CliAKI.E^    Hol'K   \\'eI1{   tu   LoRD    I  loi'ETOlN.- 

Lo.NDON,  March  20,  1750. 
Within  these  few  days  we  have  lost  our  member  for  Clvdesdale 
by  the  death  of  Sir  James  Ilr.milton.  .NP'  Pelham  sent  for  mt 
yesterday  morning-  to  ask  me  about  the  situation  of  that  countv. 
and  who  might  be  a  })roper  man  to  ])ropose  there.  I  told  him 
(as  it  apjjeared  to  me)  that  if  the  person  would  think  of  it  himself. 
the  most  proper  man  would  be  our  friend  Robin  Dundas,  and 
who  I  believe  would  be  acce})table  to  all  the  friends  of  the 
Government  in  that  shire  ;  (and  I  really  think  in  the  present 
situation  of  the  shire  the  friends  of  the  Government,  I   mean  the 


1  Hon.  Charles  Hope  Weir,  third  son  of  the  first  Earl  of  Hopetoun  by  Lady 
Henrietta  Johnstone,  daughter  of  the  tirst  Mar([uis  of  Annandale.  On  the  death 
of  his  uncle,  the  second  >rarquis  of  Annandale,  Mr.  Hi  ijie  succeeded  to  the  estate 
of  Craiglehall,  in  West  Lothian.  He  married  the  daui^hter  and  heiress  of  Sir 
W.  Weir  of  f'lackwood,  in  Lanarkshire.      He  was  M.  1'.  for  West  Lothian. 

-John,  secnnd  Earl  of  Hf^petoun. 


.-?( 
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Whig  interest,  should  and  may  make  the  member).  Next  to  him 
I  j)ro])osed  John  Lockliart  of  Casllehill.  But  I  -vvas  still  doubtful 
how  i'ar  either  of  these  iientk-men  avouKI  be  persuaded  to  come 
into  Parli.nnent,  but  that  I  w  ;is  ])cr-uaded  they  Avould  aoree  with 
mc  in  supporlinii;  any  man  that  -should  be  proposed  for  the  countv 
u))on  a  Whig  interest,  rather  than  let  anybody  come  in  on  a 
contrary  one.  lie  said  any  friend  to  the  Cxovernment  would  be 
acceptable  to  him,  particularly  a  man  of  M'"  Dundas's  character, 
and  wished  we  might  all  unite  in  su])]>ort  of  the  Whig  interest, 
which  surely  is  the  natural  one  in  tlie  colndy.  I  promised  to 
infonn  myself  as  soon  as  possible  how  matters  stood,  as  if  either 
our  friend  Robin  or  John  Loekhart  will  think  of  it,  to  go  down 
iunnediatcly  and  lend  any  })oor  help  I  could  towards  this  schenie. 
I  would  ha^■e  wrote  to  M'  Dundas  himself,  but  as  I  do}i't  know 
whether  he  may  be  in  tlie  east  or  west  country,  and  that  possiblv 
you  may  before  now  know  his  o})inion  with  relation  to  this  anair. 
I  thought  it  best  to  v/rite  to  you,  and  beg  you  will  let  me  know 
how  matters  stand.  If  necessary  (I  mean  if  yon  don't  alread}- 
kno\v  his  sentiments)  send  him  this  letter.  I  don't  oifer  ad\  ice 
nor  opinion,  but  v.ill  heartily  assist  in  the  scheme  if  he  has  any 
such. 


Mk.    DlNDAS  to  the    lIoX.    C'llAHI.KS    Hoi'K   WkH!. 

Marcli  26,  1750. 
A  few  hours  ago  I  had  a  letter  from  Lord  Ho])eton  inclosing 
one  which  he  had  yesterday  received  from  you  concerning  the 
1  lection.  ...  I  wish  the  election  niay  go  to  our  minds.  For 
my  own  jiart,  if  1  were  convinced  that  my  going  into  Parlianu  iit 
could  be  of  real  service  to  the  Whig  interest,  1  should  think  it 
my  duty  to  yield  up  my  own  private  ease  and  tranquillity  to  '^erve 
a  caui,e  which  I  have  ever  warndy  espoused.  But  I  do  not  look 
upon  mysell'as  a  man  of  so  great  conse(pience.  1  cannot  at  pre- 
sent vary  my  re-^olution  of  continuing  in  the  pri\ate  and  ntireii 
sphere  which  I  have  acted  in  for  s(nne  time  pa:-,t.  You  indeed 
mention  in  your  letter  that  M"^  Pelham  would  not  be  disple.ised 
with  one  of  my  character.  As  a  friend  to  the  Government  I  will 
not  disown  my  being  flattered  by  this  expression,  as  it  is  m} 
earnest  desire  that  my  attachment  to  the  Go\  ernment  sliould  bt.- 
known  ajid  believed  by  e\eiy  person  in  his  Majesty's  service. 
Since  my  name,  therefore,  has  been  bi-ought  upon  the  carpet,  I 
trust  that  you,  as  my  fritnd.  \\  iil  tlo  me  the  justice  of  representing 
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me  as  willing  ;iiul  drsivous  at  all  times  of  proiiK.'ting  his  Majesty's 
interest,  without  regard  to  any  mean  or  selfish  views. 

I 

Ml!.    DrXDAS   t(,  ihr   H(.N.    ('IIARLKS   HoiT.   WkU!. 

Ormistox  Ham.,  .//.  10,  1750. 
D''^  Ch\., — I  was  favoured  last  ))ost  Avith  your  letter  of  the  .'>''. 
There  was  no  oecasion  for  any  protestations  either  of  your  friend- 
sliip  or  your  sincerity  in  the  sentiments  you  there  exjn-e'^s.  J 
entertain  not  the  least  douht  of  either.  But  friends  daily  diiler 
in  opinion,  which  is  our  case  at  jiresent,  as  after  the  maturist 
deliberation  I  cannot  see  any  '^utI^cient  reason  to  alter  my 
sentiments  of  not  oflcring  my  service  to  our  county  of  Clydesdale. 
I  never  have  indeed  said  that  I  am  resolved  at  no  time  to  go  into 
Parliament,  but  at  this  time  I  am  certainly  resolved. 

The  Ciovernnient  interest  was  gi\cn  to  Patrick  Stuart  ot 
Torrance,  wlu)  was  returned  in  the  AVhig  interest  in  ()])p()sition 
to  Hamilton  of  Aikenliead,  \\\\o  was  put  forward  In  tlie 
Hamiltons.  }}oth  Dundas  and  ]\lr.  Hope  AVcir  voted  for  ~M\\ 
Stuart.  Those  were  the  days  of  small  cinistituencies  ;  and  at 
tlie  election  the  numbers  were: — 

Stuart  17.  •  -     , 

Hamilton  1~'. 

Mr.  ^Mitchell  ex])resses  in  his  letters  the  re<>ret  which  he 
had  felt  on  hearino-  that  Dunda.s  liad  declined  to  stand  for 
Lanarkshire.  'J'hive  years,  however,  j^asscd  before  lie  nuule  up 
his  mind  that  the  projK'r  time  hatl  come  for  him  to  enter 
Parliament  ;  antl,  wlien  he  did  so,  it  was  for  his  own  county 
of  Midlothian  that  he  wished  to  staml. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Ramsay  tu  Mr.  Dlndas. 

By  the  misfortune  of  my  horse's  coming  down  with  me  in 
coming  here  from  Kinghorn  the  i^8^'^  ult.,  I  got  a  strain,  which 
deprived  me  of  the  honour  of  waiting  on  you  in  paying  the  last 
duty  to  my  Lord  President's  funeral,  as  I  intended,  whether  1 
had  been  invited  or  not.^ 

You  know  so  well  that  it  is  unnecessary  to   inform  you   how  it 


'  The  Lurd  I'resident  had  died  on  the  26th  of  August.     Supra,  p.   109. 
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ciiine  about  that  1  was  ek-cte-d  to  serve  the  county  of  Edinburgh 
in  PavHaiiient  upon  Sir  Ch.  Gihnour's  death.  As  it  was  a  Ihiiiir. 
when  ])roposcd,  that  I  had  not  entertained  a  thoug-ht  of,  so  had  I 
rested  on  my  own  opinion,  with.out  regard  to  those  who  intended 
nie  sueh  an  honour,  1  shotdd  liave  declined  il.  The  most  grateful 
return  I  could  n)ake  those  gentlemen  who  liad  importuned  me. 
was  to  accept  of  their  offer,  and  as  the  election  ha])}>ened  in  the 
middle  of  a  Parliament,  should  1  tire  of  tliis  po^t  of  honour,  w  hich 
it  was  more  tlian  equal  chance  I  should,  I  had  only  the  half  of  a 
Parliament  to  attend.  This  was  a  lucky  Incident  for  me.  J  have 
not  altered  my  sentiments,  but  am  fidly  satisfied  wit!)  the  half 
Parliament,  and  you,  1  think,  are  the  first  person  I  should  tell 
it  to. 

It  was  my  sincere  wish  that  you  should  have  come  in  for  the 
county  at  last  general  election.  Whether  from  an  aversion  to  the 
thing,  or  from  a  point  of  delicacy  with  regard  to  your  friend  (Sir 
C".  Gilmour),  1  can't  say,  but  you  took  an  effectual  method  to 
prevent  riuy  solicitation  tm  that  score.  I  would  fain  hope  you 
have  )i(nv  thought  more  favourably  of  this  scheme,  and  ^\ill  stand 
for  the  county  next  election.  To  remove  all  scrujile  with  regard 
to  me^  I  tell  you  again  1  am  determined  to  the  contrary.  1  will 
without  compliment  sav  farther,  that  tlu/  1  were  inclined  to 
make  another  attem]>t,  and  Avere  sure  of  success,  yet  I  woidd 
ciieerfully  give  it  u]),  could  I  prevail  U})on  M'"  Dundas  to  take  it 
up.  "^'ou  have  the  sincere  good  wishes  of  all  hap})iness  to  you 
and  yours  of  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

PiOB^   PXLFOIH    U  \M<  w.^ 
Balkirnv.  14.'//  .SV/A  i75_;. 

Dundas  thought  liis  time  h;ul  now  eome,  and  was  only 
waiting  till  the  next  dissolution  of  Parliament.  He  liatl  little 
fejir  of  opposition.  Sir  Alexaniler  Dick  writes  from  Preston- 
lield,  on  the  l'3tii  of  October:  "The  letter  you  gave  nie  for 
Lord  Milton-  1  delivered  him  next  day  at  Salton,  and  he 
e\])ressed  iiimself,  as  I  took  him.  verv  hearty  in  your  interest 
at  next  election,  and  said  lie  knew  of  no  sort  of  opposition  you 
coiikl  possiblv  have,  bv  wliich  means  I  think  our  harmony  i'^ 
complete  in  this  county." 

^  Mr.  Ramsay  of  Whitchil!  and  Balhirny,  M.  P.  for  Midlothian. 

-  Andrew  Fletcher,  who  resigned  the  office  of  Lord  Justice-Clerk  in  I7-;S. 
see  sufra,  p.  103.  lie  retained,  however,  his  seat  on  the  bench,  as  an  ordinary 
Lord  of  Session. 
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Tlie  tlu-ce  years  wliich  li.ul  elapsed  since  Diuulas  decliiieii 
tlie  Lanarksliire  invihuioii,  l);u!  been  uneventful.  In  Kiiiiiand 
tbev  were  vear-  of  cjuiet,  \vlien  notln'uii;  sinLiubu-  oecurreil  in 
poliiics,  cxee])t,  perlia])s,  Ihe-  ap})carance  on  the  scene  (^f  Lord 
IJute  as  an  aspirant  foi'  the-  honours  of  the  Sta.te.  In  Scot- 
land the  })olicv  of  I\lr.  Pelhani  und  Lonl  Ilartlw  ieke,  and  the 
i'eeling',  now  uni\ei-sal,  that  the  Stuai't  cause  was  desperate, 
were  slowly  but  sui-ely  brinnin^-  even  llie  most  lawles-^  portions 
of  the  llig'hhnuls  into  order  and  the  appearance,  at  all  events, 
of  lovaltv.  But  the  sudden  death  of  [Mr.  Telliani,  in  ^la.rch 
1754,  and  the  niini>terial  c]ianu,es  which  followed,  v.hen  his 
brother,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  became  I'l'ime  ^Minister,  led 
to  a  dissolution  of  Parliament.  The  Midlotliiaii  election  to(»k 
place  on  the  *2oth  of  April  17-")4,  and  Dunckas  was  returned 
unopposed  in  the  ^Vhii>-  intel■e^L 

He  liad  chosen  exactlv  tlie  ri<i,ht  moment  to  enter  Parlia- 
ment. In  Jidv  one  of  the  j utiles,  Patrick  Grant  of  Elchies, 
died,  and  the  Lord  ,\d\ocate,  A\'illi;im  (irant  of  Prestonoran<;e, 
succeeded  him  on  the  bench.  'Hu-  Duke  of  Newcastle,  instead 
of  appointing  either  of  the  Solicitors-Ciencral,  [Nlr.  Ilahlane 
and  ]Mr.  Home,  to  (irant*>  oHice,  which  wouhl  have  been  in 
accordance  with  the  ordina.i-y  rule,  g'a\e  the  phice  to  Dimdas, 
who  was  accordingly  apj)ointed  Lord  /vd\()cate  on  the  16th  of 
August  1754.  He  was  re-elected  for  IMiillothian,  having 
resigned  his  seat  on  taking  oH'ce,  on  the  20th  of  December. 

LoiM)  TwrEi)n\i.K  /.<  l.nun  .\i)\<)(  atk  Dlndas. 

Yestkr,  .-li/^-.  7,  1754. 
I  had  great  pleaMU'e  in  hcarins;  y<»u  were  the  })erson  pitched 
on  for  the  office  of  Lord  Advucale,  a>  I  tliink  it  \\  ill  ])e  for  the 
service  of  his  Majesty  and  (Government.  The  placing  you  in  siieli 
a  rank  shows  a  iu^t  reuard  to  your  own  nn-rit,  as  well  as  a  remem- 
brance of  yom-  father's  i,q-e;it  st  rvice's.  1  think  you  jud<ie  perfei'tly 
right  lor  many  reasons  in  m.ikin^-  a  [vlp  to  t!ie  Highhinds.  \Vhat- 
ever  is  in  my  ])ower  tow.utN  eoutributinn-  to  )()ur  executing-  this 
office  Avith  satisfaction  to  youi-^<-lt",  ^hall  not  l)e  wanting  in  one  who 
has  alwa.ys  been  with  yreat  trutli  .-md  re<j;aril, — Vrs.,  etc.  etc.. 

TwK.Fa)DAI.K. 

7'..S'. — The  M.irchionfss  otters  her  compliments  to  you,  as  we 
both  j. 'in  in  the  ^am.-  to  Nh>.   Baillie. 
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K\HL  or   M  MKIIMONT^   ll)   ihc    LdKD    AuViHATK.  ' 

Redbraks,  --///;'■-  20,  1734. 

I  recei\ed  the  favour  of  your  letter  by  last  post.  J  eoi\u,raUi- 
iate  you  most  sincerely  on  the  mark  you  have  received  of  his 
Majesty's  regtird  for  you,  and  the  justice  dt»ne  by  it  to  your  merit. 

As  I  have  always  entertained  the  hiiihe-t  esteem  for  you,  and 
the  greatest  desire  to  obtain  your  friendship,  you  cannot  doubt 
my  heart's  exulting  at  e\ery  honour  done  to  you,  nor  that  upt-n 
every  cccasiou  I  shall  be  glad  to  e\])ress  my  sentiments  i"or  you. 
I  know  your  zeal  for  our  hap])y  establishmoit,  and  you  will  want 
no  assistance  but  your  own  good  sense  to  direct  you  in  your  con- 
duct witli  the  ]\Jinisters.  Lady  ^hirchmont  presents  her  compli- 
ments and  congratuliitions  to  Mrs.  Baillie.  to  Avhom  I  desire  to 
otfer  my  respects.  l?e  persuaded  that  I  am  with  the  greatest 
truth  aiid  esteem, — I'.te.  etc.  etc.,  .Nr.MU  hmont. 

^Irs.  Dundas  was  not  spared  to  see  tlie  remainder  of  her 
husliand's  career,  as  soon  after  his  promotion  to  lie  Lord 
Advocate  slie  sunk  into  bad  healtl).  In  the  spvini;;  of  175") 
slie  was  verv  ill,  and  li^'  was  sununoned  from  London  to  see  her. 


Mr.  Johx  LoeKiiAHT  Ui  Utc  Loud  .\nvo(  ate.         ■  '• 

The  good  accounts  I  received  by  last  post  from  Mr.  Smith,  of 
our  valued  friend  Mrs.  Baillie^  g'l^'c  a  most  sensible  satisfaction  to 
ui}'  wife  and  me,  as  some  accounts  we  had  got  of  her  illness,  a 
little  before  that,  had  given  us  inexpressible  uneasiness.  At  the 
same  lime  it  was  extreuiely  agreeable  to  me  w  hen  1  reflected  on 
the  exquisite  happiness  you  Mould  have  on  your  arrival  at  home, 
by  finding  her  so  nmch  better  than  you  could  have  reason  to 
expect,  from  the  accounts  that  were  sent  to  you ;  and  1  assure 
your  Lordship  that  I  enjoyed  a  very  considerable  share  ot  the 
pleasure  that  you  woidd  feel  on  that  occasion.  I  most  earnestly 
})rav  God  for  her  s{)eedy  recovery,  which  is  tlie  greatest  bles--;n2: 
that  can  happen  in  this  life  to  you  ami  yotu-  family  ;  and  I  am 
certain  it  is  most  sincerely  wished  for  by  every  })erson  v\ho  hatli 
the  hap})iness  of  her  accpiaintance.  The  present  scarcity  of  sueii 
characters  in  life  make  them  of  great  value  and  importance.  .  .  . 
I  shall  long,  with  great  anxiety  and  impatience,  to  hear  that  Mrs. 
Baillie  continues  in  a  fair  wav  of  recovery,  that  vou    have  sutiered 


The  fuurlh  Earl  <>f  Marchmont 
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notliing  by  your  (juick  joiinicy  iVdiii  London,  ;uul  that  L;uK 
Carmichacl  and  the  rest  of  yonr  laniily  arc  in  <;'ood  licalth.  All 
your  friends  here  are  well.  They  offer  tiieir  most  lunnble  eont- 
pliments  to  Lady  Carmichael,  Mrs.  Baillie,  and  to  you,  and  join  in 
their  most  sincere  wishes  for  lon_<r  health  and  happiness  to  you  ;ind 
to  all  your  family  ;  and  I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  mv 
dear  Lord,  your  I^orcKhip's  mo.-.t  affectionate  cousin  and  nio-t 
humble  faithful  servant,  Jti^^  Lockhart. 

Camnkthax,  .'//;-.  7//t.  1755.      ■''"' 

In  sjjite  of  all  y;c>od  wishes,  and  though  from  time  to  time 
there  were  lio]ies  of  her  recovery,  Mrs.  Dumlas  grew  worse.  On 
the  lOtli  of  ]May  ^Iv.  l]air(l  of  Nc'a  by  writes  :  "  I  niost  sincerely 
condole  ^\itll  von  in  vour  ])resonL  distress,  l)iit  ]io])e  all  is  not 
lost  that  is  in  danger.  Slie  has  t)ur  constant  pi-aycrs  for  hcr 
recovery."  He  ilien  mentions  some  matters  of  business.  But 
the  answer  is  a  luu'ried  note,  in   the  handwritinir,  apijarentlv. 


O' 


ippai 


of  a  clerk  or  secretarv  :  "  Lord  Advocate  desires  me  to  acquaint 
yon  that  he  is  in  such  di.stress  about  ]\Irs.  Baillie,  v.ho  i-< 
exceedin<;iy  low  to-day,  tliat  he  could  not  write  vou  himself. 
nor  can  he  at  ])i'esent  think  of  any  business."  Three  davs 
afterwards  she  died,  on  the  l;3th  of  ISlnx  1755 ;  and  her 
liusband  was  left  to  mourn  the  lo^s  of  one  whom  lie  describes  as 
"one  of  the  most  sensible,  amiable,  and  afiectionate  woiut-n 
that  ever  made  a  man  hap))v." 

In  the  foUov.ini;-  niontii,  Charles  Vorke,^  in  thanking 
Dundas  for  congratulations  on  his  own  approaching  marriage. 
alludes  to  the  death  of  ]Mrs.  Dumlas  :  "  I  thank  vour  Lordshi]) 
heartily  for  yom-  kind  ami  friendly  congratulations.  I  will 
not  say  too  nuicli  in  answer  to  thon,  lest  the  contrast  be  too 
strong  between  the  ha})piuess  v.hich  I  have  gained  ami  that 
which  you  have  lost.  I  feel  greatly  for  your  Lordsjiip,  upon 
the  occasion;  because  though  your  mind  is  firm,  and  vour 
reason  well  prepared,  yet  the  best  niinils  and  the  best  under- 
standings are  always  tiie  most  open  to  tender  and  generous 
affections.  I  beg  you  to  continue  a  share  of  vour  friendship  to 
nie." 


^  Hon.  Charles  Yorke,  second  son  of  Lonl  Chancellur  Ilarduicke,  and  him- 
self Lord  Chancellor  in  1770.  He  died  on  the  20l.h  of  January  1770,  three  days 
after  his  ap^joisitment,  wlien  aliout  to  be  created  Lord  Morden. 
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Wlii'ii  Dundas  becMiiK'  Lord  Advocate  tlio  countr\'  was  in  a 
very  difKercnt  state  IVoiii  tliat  in  which  it  liad  been  wh-.n  hi'  last 
held  ofilce,  auti  there  was  no  longer  aiiv  thvatl  of  a  Jaeoljilc 
rebellion.  Nevertheless  the  Higlilantls  were  a  source  of  con- 
siderable anxiety,  anil  his  attention,  as  first  law-ofiicer  of  the 
Crown,  was  constantly  directed  to  the  measures  whicli  were 
considered  necessary  for  keepinij;  tlic  clansmen  in  oi'dcr.  .V  few 
extracts  may  l)e  ^iven  from  lettei-s  which  show  the  state  of 
things  in  the  north  at  this  time  : — 

Ctovf.uxou  dk  Foirr  Ai  (ustus  fo  lliv  L^oitn  Advocatk. 

Fort  Augustus,  13  jOcv.  1754. 
Mv  Lord, — I   was  laueh   concerned  at  not  seeing  your  Lord- 
ship before   I  left  Edinburah,  to  have  received  your   Lordship's 
commands  for  the    Highlands,  and  retinaied  my  grateful   thanks 

for    the    many    civilities    received    at    Arniston    House Vt 

present  the  country  is  pretty  quiet,  and  no  manner  of  theft  among 
these  wild  Tartars  ;  and.  with  \ery  little  pains,  I  am  confident  that 
in  a  short  time  there  will  not  be  an  outlaw  left  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. Glengarry  has  behaved,  among  his  clan,  since  his 
father's  death,  with  the  utmost  arrogance,  insolence,  and  pride. 
.  .  .  He  has  declared  that  no  peat  out  of  his  estate  should  come 
to  this  fort.  As  this  garrison  is  to  l)e  supplied  with  coal  next 
year,  I  have  given  out  that  I  am  heartily  sorry  that  Glengarry,  by 
his  folly,  will  be  the  ruin  of  so  many  people,  whose  only  subsist- 
ence and  support  are  by  the  peat.  The  bait  has  taken,  and  the 
whole  country  complain  loudly  against  him.  ILs  whole  behaviour 
has  greatly  alienated  the  affections  of  his  once  ilearly  behned 
folloAvers.  I  shall  take  all  opportunities  of  improving  this  haj)py 
spirit  of  relicllion  against  so  great  a  chieftain,  which  may  in  time 
be  producti\e  of  some  public  good." 


Fort  Augustus,  20  J/u'/v.}  1755. 
Mv  Lord, — Although  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your 
Lordship  last  post,  I  cannot  omit  acijuainting  your  Lord-hip  of  a 
famous  hunting  matcli  on  Loch  Laggan  side  bv  the  Badenoch 
gentry,  about  a  month  ago,  w  here  many  appeared  in  arms.  Among 
them  was  M-Donel  of  Keppoch,  .M'Donel  of  Aberarder,  Mac- 
pherson's  -on.  of  Strathma^hie.  and  M'Donel  of  Tullacrombie,  who 
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I  hear  has  his  (iracc  of  Ciortlon's  protection  to  cany  arms.  There 
■were  many  more,  but  these  were  all  I  c(.)uld  gci  the  names  of. 
They  killed  ten  deer,  and  sent  two  as  a  present  to  Lady  (  luny.^ 
The  people  of  l>adenoeh  are  in  iireat  s))irits  on  tlie  prospect  of  a 
Avar,  and  say  it  will  soon  be  an  intctine  one.  1  have  })eople  out, 
in  several  parts  of  the  country,  to  fmd  out  if  aiiy  strangers  are 
come  over,  and  m  hat  is  doing'  auiong  them.  The  two  men  who 
escaped  being  taken  for  pt-rjuiy,  about  l^oval's  second  son^  are 
now  in  Badenoch.  I  have  sent  one  to  tiy  and  fix  them.  1  miR-h 
doubt  of  success. 

J\S. — Excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  suggesting  to  your  Lord- 
ship that,  in  case  of  a  war,  some  i-.otice  should  be  taken  of  tlie 
many  able  Chelsea  ])ensioners  tit  fo)-  ser\ice  thai  live  in  tins 
country,  many  of  them  Papists,  nnd  all  disaifected. 

On  the  L'Jtli  of  .Vug'nst  1755,  (Tcneral  W^atson  writes  fi'oni 
I'ort  Augustus  a  long  letter,  in  which  lie  gives  an  aeeoriut  of  a 
jouniev  which  lie  had  just  maele  through  jiart  of  the  High- 
lands. "  Since  I  was  last  in  I'Alinbin-gli,"'  he  snys,  ''■  I  Irive 
made  the  rouiul  of  all  the  west  coast  of  Argyllshire,  and  from 
Fort  A\'illiani  came  Iiere.  In  tliis  journey  I  had  the  ])lea>ure 
of  seeing  a  great  change  in  all  respects  to  the  better,  a  foinuia- 
lion  of  both  wealth  and  industry  in  nianv  jilaees  ;  an.d  the 
peo])le  sensible  of  theii-  ])resent  hapjn-  situation.  ...  I  came 
through  A]ipin  and  Ardshiels.  ""Jlie  King's  tenants  -  upon  this 
Last  estate  ajipear  already  visilily  more  happy  than  their  neigli- 
hours,  and  the  p(K)r  \v  retches  evervwliere  cried  out  for  sch(H)ls 
and  a  kirk'.  Y(uir  Loi'ddu'p  will  be  ania/ed  when  I  tell  yiHi 
tlie  miserable  Indians  of  this  \ery  country  (who  are  in  the 
parish  of  the  island  of  Lismoiv)  ]ia\e  not  had  access  to  aiiv 
sort  of  worship  for  three  yeai-s  past.  \\'liat  a  shame  and  ciis- 
grace  !  Anil  yet  they  are  called  British  subjects  ami  Pro- 
testants. It  gave  me  great  })leasure  to  hear  several  inst.mces 
amongst  the  eonnnon  people,  who,  when  thev  were  like  to  i)e 
0})pressed  in  the  old  way,  actually  refused,  anil  threatened 
going  to  com])laiu  at  I'>dinburgli,  which  threatening  hail  tlie 
desired    effect,   and    vou '11    easily 'believe   I  don"t    neuleet   the 


^  The  wife  of  M.icphorson  of  Cluny,  whose  husband  wa>  at  this  tiir.c 
outlaw  on  account  of  the  Reliellion  of  1745. 

-  The  forfeited  estates  were  vested  in  the  Crown,  and  their  revenues  dev< 
to  imi'vovinj^  the  cou'lition  of  tlie  jK'ople. 
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(ioctrine  of  always  eiK-oiirnuiiiu,'  the  common  people  to  imitim 
against  every  ancient  ami  usual  ))iece  of  former  o])pressi<)n."" 

TJie  strong-hold  of  (lisalfcction  was  in  Badenoeh.  'j'livri. 
for  nine  years  afler  tiie  disastrous  close  of  the  llebellion. 
Macpherson  of  C'lunv  had  concealed  himself  from  a  large  l)od\ 
of  troops,  who  were  stationed  in  the  district  lor  the  exjjii'--. 
purpose  of  finding  him.  More  tlian  a  Inuulred  of  hi>  clanv- 
luen  knew  A\'here  he  was;  and  a  regard  of  :i.^l(!()()  was  otiered 
for  information  again>t  him.  ^'et  such  was  the  tidelity  of  the 
Highlanders  that  nothing  woukl  induce  thciu  to  guide  the 
troo})s  to  that  secuiv  retreat  \shich  they  had  const inictevl  foi- 
their  chieftain  among  the  ])recij)ices  of  l>en  Alder.  ""  ANlmi  I 
came  to  Badenoch,"'  General  A\'atson  savs.  in  his  letter  to  th.e 
Lord  Ad^ocate,  "I  found  tlie  ^Iacpher>ons  greatlv  ahuined  at 
the  unexpected  visit  of  the  troojis.  They  had  ])re))ared  a 
most  plausible  Highland  storv  of  Clunv's  having  left  the 
country  and  gon.c  to  France,  all  which  I  knew  to  he  a  mere  lie. 
so  would  not  trouble  vour  Lordshij)  with  a.  letter  about  the 
report.  As  thev  see  the  Government  is  in  eaiiiest,  I  mu-t 
submit  how  fir  it  would  be  ]m)})er  to  bestow  some  attention 
upon  tliose  who  fivour  ami  countenance  his  staying  in  the 
country.  I  know  it  's  what  they  expect  and  dread.  If  your 
Lordship  appnnes  of  this  measure,  I  shall  send  you  one  \y]\<> 
will  tell  the  names  of  his  constant  associates  ami  harbourer-. 
The  fellow  1  mean  is  sorely  disobliged,  an.d,  like  a  true  Iliuh- 
landcr,  thirsts  for  revenge.'' 

C'lunv  was  never  a])])rehended.  Me  escaped  to  rr.mee  in 
1755  (])erhaps  he  had  already  left  liadenoch  by  the  time 
General  A\'at>on  reachetl  it),  and  died,  in  the  course  of  the 
following  year,  at  Dim  kirk. 

Although  the  Arniston  influence  was  not  yet  so  ])o\\erfal  a-- 
it  became  during  the  last  twentv-five  years  of  the  century.  Lord 
Advocate  Hundas  was  not  nuich  intei-fereil  with  in  di>pen>in_:- 
the  large  patronage  at  his  command.  The  power  of  Archibaki. 
Duke  of  Argyll,  was  certainly  great,  and  Andrew  Fletclier. 
Lord  Milton,  the  Duke's  representati\e  in  Scotland,  and  the 
chief  recipient  of  his  confidence,  was  still  as  nuich  --usjjected  b\ 
Dundas  as  he  had  been  in  the  davs  of  old  Lortl  Arniston.  "'1 
hinted  to  vou,"  writes  Sir  David  Moncrieffe  to  the  Lord 
Advocate,  wlio  was  then  in  London,  "thai  a  certain.  ])er-on  wo-s 
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o])enlyniakino:  up  to  Lord  Milton,  which  proceeded  from  advice 
from  A\'hitehall,  and  several  others  are  following;  his  example/" 
He  adds,  in  a  p<)st>cri])t, '•  Tlie  I'resident  and  his  s<in-in-la\v 
dined  on  I'riday  at  15rnn>tane;^  and  thi.>  ilay  tlie  visit  was 
returned."  In  fact  all  Lord  ^Milton's  movements  were  nai'rowlv 
watched,  and  ^loncriefl'e,  whose  duties  as  ])e]nitv  Kinu-'s 
Remembrancer,  kej)!  him  chieiU"  in  J!!dinl)uri.';h,  apjiears  to 
have  sent  to  Dundas  when  in  I^omlon  reu;u]ar  accounts  of  wjio 
called  on  his  J»rdslii]),  wlio  dined  witii  him,  and  wliat  new 
alliances  he  Avas  su})})oscil  to  be  concoctin<i'.  Bn.t,  jis  a  rule. 
Dundas  had  matters  Ids  owii  wav,  and  enjoved  the  full  con- 
fidence of  Lord  ITard\'.  icke,  A\ho  represented  the  nn'nistry  in 
matters  ixdatin^i!,-  to  leo-d  patr()na>4,c. 


Loan  IIaudwickf:  /(/   Lokd  AnvtKVTK  Dixdas. 

Powis  Ilorsr, /////^  2S///,  1755. 
..."  He  (first  I'rLsidtnt  Duiuhis)  used  to  do  mo  the  honour  to 
write  his  thoughts  to  nic  very  freely  on  all  vacancies  that  liappened 
in  the  Court  :  and  I  tliou-ht  it  of  ,i;rcat  utility  to  the  ])ul)lie  service. 
for  it  often  produced  g'ood,  and  generally  prexentcd  anything  that 
might  have  been  very  wrong.  I  wish,  as  your  Lordship  does,  that 
the  present  President  -  would  do  the  same.  Your  notions  of  clan- 
ship^ whether  of  the  Highland  or  Lowland  kind,  are  extremely 
right,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  make  the  best  use  and  apj)lication 
of  them  as  occasions  may  arise.  I  hope  the  scheme^  whicli  I  have 
opened  to  you  is  not  tainted  with  anything  of  that  nature.  It  is 
one  of  the  worst  infections  tliat  can  cree)>  into  a  Court  of  Justice. 
I  have  heard  of  something  of  tluit  sort  in  the  days  of  old  Sir  Hugh, 
but  not  since. 


In  175;^  ]Mr.  Ha\itl  Hume  succeeded  Rudtliman  as  Keeper  of 
tlie  Advocates"  Library.  The  projiosal  to  appoint  Hume  was 
strenuouslv  oppt)sed.  The  cauilitlate  who  was  put  uj)  against 
him  was  ]\Ir,  Keimeth  .Mackenzie,  at  that  time  Professor  of  Civil 


^  Lord  Milton's  country  house,  al)out  five  miles  from  Edinburgh. 

-  Craigie  of  Git- ndoick. 

^  Two  judges  had  died  in  June  1755  (Lords  Murkle  and  DrummoreK  and  llie 
"  scheme"'  was  to  appoint  Andrew  Macdoual  of  Bankton,  and  George  Carre  of 
Nishet,  to  succeed  them.      This  nrrangemLiu  was  carried  out. 
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L,i\v  in  the  University  of  l^(liii])in-_<i:Ii.^  The  contest  exciteJ 
ii'reat  interest,  not  onlv  aiiionu'  the  inenil)ers  of  the  Bar,  hut 
anio)ii>;  all  classes  in  Scotlancl.  '•  "Twas  \  iiluMrlv  "'iven  out." 
llunie  writes,  "that  the  contest  was  i)L-t\\ixt  Dei.vts  a'.ul 
Christians;  ami  when  the  news  of  my  success  came  to  the  play- 
liouse,  the  VNhispei'  ran  that  the  C'liristians  were  defeated.  Are 
yon  not  surprised  that  we  could  kee])  our  po])ularity,  notv.i.tli- 
standing  this  imputation,  which  mv  i'riends  could  not  denv  to 
be  A\ell-founded  ?  The  whole  bodv  of  cadies  bought  tlanihte;\"ii\, 
and  made  ilhuuinations  to  mark  their  ))leasm-e  at  mysucc^— ; 
and  next  niorning  I  had  the  drums  and  town  music  at  my  Cu^i>r, 
to  c\])rcss  their  jov,  as  the\  saitl,  ol'  mv  being  niatle  a  great 
man.  They  could  not  imagine  thai  so  great  a  fray  could  be 
raised  about  so  mere  a  trifle."  - 

Lord  Advocate  Dundas,  at  that  time  ])ean  of  Faculty.  Lad 
sup])orted  Mr.  ^Mackenzie,  a  fact  wjiich  was  perfectly  well  kno'.\n 
to  Hume,  and  ^\hich  doubtless  gave  additional  point  to  an  amus- 
ing letter  which  the  historian  wrote  to  I\lr.  Dundas,  two  years 
later,  in  the  following  circumstances.  In  June  17-3-t,  ]Mr.  James 
Burnet,^  Zvlr.  Thomas  ]\[iller.^  and  Sir  David  Dalrymple,'  v^  r.o 
were  then  curators  of  the  librarv,  found  that  three  French  books, 
Ta's-  Contc-s  dc  la  Fonfa'/iic.  L'Htsio'irc  Aniohrci/sc  ch'-'^  Gdiili.s^  and 
UEcuinoirc^  hatl  l)een  recently  jMU'chased  for  the  library.  Th.e^e 
books  thev  forthwith  ordered  \o  be  struck  out  olV  the  cata- 
logue of  the  library,  and  removed  from  the  shelves  as  "  indecent 
books,  and  imworthv  of  a  jilace  in  a  learned  library/'  xVgaiii'^t 
this  absurd(  ordei-.  nnich  more  absiu'd  than  if  the  curators  of 
to-day  were  to  direct  the  removal  of  the  works  of  Zola  or 
Daudet,  Hume  remonstrated,  and,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
following  winter  session,  he  wrote  as  follows  to  the  Lord 
Advocate  : — 

Mr.   Hcmf.  to  Ford  .VDVotATi:  Dlnijas. 

20//^   A'OZ:.    1754. 

Mv  I^jRD, —  Reflecting  on  the  conversjition  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  have  with  your  Lordship  yesterday,  I  remember  that 
your  Lordship  asked  whether  I   insisted  that  these  three   books 


*  Minutes  of  the  P'aciilty  of  Advocates,  2Sth  Jan.  1732. 

-  Hill  Burton's  Lift-  cf  Hume,  vol.  i.  p.  371. 

"  Lord  Monl'Ocklo.  ■•  Lopl  Glenlec.  ^  Lord  Hailei. 
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must  be  in  the  library  r  I  believe  1  answered  that  the  books  Avere 
indifi'erent  to  me,  and  that  being  onee  ex])eiled  I  did  not  .see  huw 
they  ct.iild  be  restored  cxcejjt  by  being  bought  anew.  I'his 
answer  was  the  eflect  of  jn-ceipitation  and  inatl\  ertenee.  1  take 
this  ojjportunit}'  of  retracting  it;  tliat  if  your  Lordsliip  be  so  good 
as  to  interpose  your  authority  in  this  affair,  you  may  be  informed 
of  the  grounds  on  %s  liieh  1  conceive  the  matter  to  stand.  The 
expelling  these  books  1  could  conceive  in  no  other  light  than  as  an 
insult  on  me,  which  nothing  can  repair  but  the  re-instatii\g  them. 
Mr.  Wedderbuni  and  Mr.  Millar,  v.  ho  certainly  had  no  bail 
intentions,  will  not,  1  h.o})e,  regard  my  insisting  on  this  ])oint  as 
any  insult  on  them.  And  if  an}  of  the  curators  had  bad  inten- 
tions, -vshich  I  hope  tliey  had  not,  thci-e  caimot  in  the  Avorld  be  a 
more  rejoicing  spectacle,  nor  one  more  agreeable  to  the  generality 
of  mankind,  than  to  see  indolence  and  malice  thrown  in  th.e  dirt. 
These  qualities,  which  are  always  dirty,  must  in  that  case  appear 
doubly  so. 

There  is  a  particular  kind  of  insolence  which  is  more  provoking 
as  it  is  meaner  than  any  other,  'tis  ilw  J /i.<;u!viirc  of  Office,  which 
our  great  poet  mentions  as  sufficient  to  make  those  Avho  are  so 
unhajjpy  as  to  sutfer  by  it,  seek  even  ;l  volinitary  death  rather  than 
submit  to  it.  1  j)resume  it  is  chance,  not  design,  Avhich  has 
exposed  some  of  the  curators  to  the  reproach  of  this  vice.  But  1 
am  sure  no  quality  will  be  more  di^a.greeable  to  your  Lordship,  for 
if  I  may  judge  by  the  aflable  maimer  in  which  you  received  me, 
your  late  pronu)tion  will  operate  no  such  eflect  u])on  you. 

As  to  the  three  Ijooks  themselves,  your  Lordship  has  little 
leisure  from  more  gra\  e  and  im])ortant  occu])ations  to  read  them  ; 
but  this  1  will  venture  to  justify  Ix-fore  any  literary  societv  in 
Europe,  that  if  e\ery  ])ook  not  superior  in  merit  to  I.ti  Fdntdinc  l)e 
expelled  the  libi-ary.  I  shall  engage  to  carry  away  all  that  remains 
hi  my  pocket.  I  know  not  indeed  if  any  will  remain  except  our 
fifty  pound  Jlible,  whicli  is  too  bulky  for  me  to  carrv  awav.  If  all 
worse  than  Bussi  Rahnrni.  or  Cnhillint.  be  expelled,  I  sliall  engage 
that  a  couple  of  porters  will  do  the  otHce.  By  the  bve,  Bnssi 
IifdiuHii  contains  no  ]),iwdy  at  all,  though  if  it  did,  1  see  not  that  it 
would  be  a  whit  the  worse.  Lor  I  know  not  a  more  agreeable 
subject  both  for  books  and  conversation,  if  executed  with  decency 
and  ingenuity.  I  can  presume,  without  intending  th.e  least 
offence,  that  as  the  gla>s  circulates  at  your  Lordshij/s  table, 
this  topic  of  conversation  will  sometimes  steal  in,  })rovided  always 
there  be  no  ministers  present.  .Vnd  even  some  of  these  reverend 
gentlemen  I  h;i\e   seen   uol   to   tlislike   the   subject.      1  ho})e   your 
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Lordship  will  exciist'  this  IVccdoDi.  and  believe  me  to  be,  with 
great  regard, — My  Lon].  your  J.ordshij/s  most  obedient  and  ]no->t 
humble  servant,  David  IIiMf:. 


It  is  probable  that  Duudas  appv()\ecl  of  what  the  euratoi-s 
had  done,  and  that  Hume  knew  this  when  he  wrote  his  letter. 
If  so,  tile  L<ird  Advocate's  eonduet,  strani!;elv  narrow-minded 
in  a  man  who  luid  seen  so  mueli  of  the  world,  was  ijuite  evui- 
sistent  witli  the  jiart  he  took  in  the  squabbles  wliicl)  followed 
the  })roduetion  of  the  cele])rated  *' Tra^'edy  of  Douulas." 

It  was  in  Fel)ruary  1755  that  the  llev.  John  Home  rode  up 
to  Lonilon  witli  the  manuseript  of"  Doun'las  ■■■  in  his  saddle-l/aus. 
soon  to  return  and  disa|)poinl  his  friends  bv  telling  them  that 
the  great  Mv.  Garriek  had  })ronounced  it  unlit  for  the  stai^e. 
But  in  tlie  following  year  it  was  brought  out  at  tlie  Edinbur-jli 
theatre,  v.liieli  was  then  managed  bv  West  Digges.  the  actor, 
tlie  stoi'v  of  whose  adventures  would  form  a  romantic  cliapter 
in  the  history  of  the  stage  in  Scc^tland.  Among  those  who 
strongly  sn}ij)orted  Home  was  Lord  ]\Iilton,  and  this  alone  \\a< 
sufficient  to  ]irejudice  Dundas  against  both  Home  ,uid  his].'j  iv. 
Either  out  of  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  Lord  !Milton.  or  for  s.^ne 
otlier  reason  jjrivate  to  himself,  tlie  Lord  Adv(X'ate  incurred  tlie 
lasting  dislike  of  the  ^Moderate  jjarty,  in  the  Chm-cli  of  Scotland, 
by  not  only  joining  the  ranks  of  those  who  attacked  the 
Tragedy  of  Douglas  and  cen>ured  Home  for  writing  it.  bat 
also  by  refusing  to  use  liis  inHuence  with  the  Presbytery  of 
Dalkeith  to  imhite  them  to  withdraw  their  ])ro>ecution  of  I)i-. 
Carlyle  for  his  warm  supjjort  of  Home.  ''  A  word  from  Isim 
would  .have  done,''  says  Carlyle  1)itterly. 

Home  was  compelled,  in  order  to  avoitl  deposition,  to  re-ign 
his  living;  and  several  clergymen,  who  had  \entured  to  attend 
the  tlieatre.  were  severely  censured.  But  the  common  sen-e  of 
the  public  triumpheck 

"Tlie  pl.'iy,''  says  Dr.  Carlyle,  ""liad  uid)ounded  succe-.s  for 
a  great  many  nights  in  Kdinburgli,  and  was  attended  by  all  tlie 
literati  ami  most  of  the  judges,  who,  e.\ce};t  one  or  two,  h;\d  not 
been  in  u-e  to  attend  the  theatre.  The  town  in  general  v:-  iu 
an  uproar  of  exultation  that  a  Se<jtc]nnan  had  written  a  tiwued.y 
of  the  iirst  rate,  and  that  its  merit  was  lirst  submitted  to  their 
judgment.      There  were   a   few  <ipposers,  however,  among  th-.^se 
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wlio  pretended  to  taste  and  literature,  who  endeavoured  to  crv 
down  tlie  perfornianee  in  libellous  pamphlets  and  l)allads  (for 
they  dur>t  not  attenijit  to  ojiprr-^e  il  in  the  theatre  itself),  and 
were  oj)e)il_v  eountenuneed  by  llobci't  Diuidas  of  xVrniston,  ;it 
that  time  Lord  Achoeate,  antl  all  his  minions  and  ex])eetants. 
The  Ili^h-Hvini;'  set  were  unanimous  against  it,  as  they  thought 
it  a  sin  for  a  elergyman  to  write  any  play,  let  it  be  e\er  >o 
moral  in  it'^  tendenev."'  ^ 

In  175fi  Dundas  was  ativisutl  to  marry  a  seeoiu!  time.  The 
lady  wlunu  he  pro])osed  to  espouse  was  Jeaij,  third  daugiiter  of 
"William  Grant,  Loici  IVestongrange,  his  ])redeeessor  in  the 
offiee  of  Lord  AchoeMte.- 


Loiu)   Hoi'KTorx   lo  Lord  Advocatk   Dlnoas. 

(No  date.) 
1)eai{  Honix, — 1  have  talked  over  your  atlair  fully  with  my 
friend  and  well-wisher.  We  both  agree  in  apjjlauding  the  measure 
in  general,  not  only  as  rational  but  even  necessary  in  your  situation, 
and  I  think  it  Avill  be  extremely  lucky  for  yom-  young  familv, 
especially  the  eldest,  if  they  fall  soon  into  such  hands  as  we  would 
■wish  for  a  meet  help  to  you.  A  woman  of  priulence,  good  nature, 
temper,  activity,  economy,  etc.,  etc.  And  lor  sake  of  the  dear 
baby  we  would  have  her  heart  remarkably  good,  generous,  and 
disinterested.  Nothing  less  will  please.  But  how  fivr  the  person 
in  view  may  come  up  to  this  ehai-acter  is  what  we  are  absolutely 
ignorant  of,  which  we  regret,  l)eeause  had  we  any  access  to  know 
it  nothing  should  be  concealed  tVom  you  in  a  point  of  such  con- 
sequence, and  Avhere  it  is  so  difficult  for  you  to  come  at  the  truth, 
even  tho'  your  acrpuiintance  had  been  longer  and  more  intimate 
than  it  has  been,  or  tho'  she  herself  had  been  better  known  to  the 
world.  So  that  we  caji  only  add  our  be^t  wishes  that  everything 
may  be  directed  for  the  best.  As  to  the  family,  relations,  and 
connections,  you  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  these  ]xu-ticulars 
yourself,  and  can  judge  ])erfectly  in  them. 

I  expect  the  bearer  will  bring  me  a  return  from  the  Chief 
Baron,  which  you  shall  know,  but  at  any  rate  Saturday  shall  be 
devoted  to  you  in  one  shape  or  other. 

I  ever  am  most  sincerely.  My  dear  Lord, — Yours,  etc., 

HoPETOLN. 


^  Autobiography,  p. 
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The  marriage  took  place  in  Sejiteniber  1T5G,  when  ^Ii>s 
(Iraiit  brouglit  her  liuslvmd  tlie  small  fortune  of  i?^()00.  The 
lirst  I\Irs,  Dundas  had  died  shortly  before  Charles  Yoi-ke"s 
marriage  ;  and  just  three  years  after  ]Mr.  Dundas's  steond 
marriage  he  heai-d  from  Lord  IIar(.U\ieke  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Vorke. 

Lord  Hardwk  ke  Io  l/ic  Loud  An\(KATK. 

GROSVhNOR  SijUARE,  y/^/;'  3I,   I759. 

My  Lori>  Advocate, — I  am  much  comforted  by  v,  liat  yoitr 
Lordship  says  that  the  country  is  so  very  quiet^  particularly  in  thv 
Highlands.  .  .  .  "What  you  say  of  the  Annexation  Act  is  the 
liighest  commendation  of  it ;  for,  if  it  terrifies  the  men  of  estates 
from  going  into  rebellion,  the  lower  people  will  not  be  easily 
drawn  out  in  any  numbers.  This  is  an  argument  that  always 
chiefly  v.cighed  \vitli  me,  and  which  I  much  laboured  in  tin.- 
debate  in  the  Plouse  of  Lords. 

I  thi)ik  such  a  militia  scheme  as  ours  cannot  take  place  in 
Scotland.  But  many  schemes  are  going  forward  for  raising  regi- 
ments in  several  counties,  and  I  wish  you  would  be  so  good  as  to 
favour  me  with  your  oi)inion  on  that  subject. 

I  have  had  an  irrepai'able  loss  in  my  family  by  the  death  of 
your  friend  the  Solicitor's^  wife ;  had  much  illness  in  it,  and  been 
very  ill  myself  I  thank  God  we  are  now  much  better,  and  I 
])ray  for  your  health. — I  am,  etc.  etc.  etc.,  LL\rdwk.ke. 

Lord  II\rdwrke  Io  t/ic  Lord  .\nvo(  ate. 

WlMI'LE,  ^V//.   6,    1759. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  the  kind  anil 
affectionate  manner  in  which  you  take  notice  of  the  melancholy 
breach  Providence  has  been  pleased  to  make  in  my  family.  The 
loss  is  indeed  never  enough  to  be  lamented,  particularly  by  tht- 
poor  Solicitor,  who  has  been  inconsolable.  Nor  can  I  blame  him, 
for  there  never  was  woman  formed  with  greater  sweetness  of 
temper  or  more  amiable  qualities.  However.  I  hope  his  Christian 
philosopliy  and  the  necessary  avocations  of  his  business  will  in 
time  work  a  cure.  As  to  myself  I  had  an  ugly  illness,  partly 
occasioned  by  the  effects  of  this  heavy  stroke,  and  partly  by  the 

'  Lord   Ilanhsicke's  son  Charles,  at  that  time  Solicitnr-Ceneral.      He  uiarrieJ 
Catherine,  ilaughter  and  heiress  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  Freeman  of  Kamnicls,  Herts. 

I, 
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excessive  heats  of  the  season,  but  thank  Ooil  I  have  hiid  no 
relapse,  and  am  now  ))cifectly  well.  1  hope  your  Lordshi))  and 
all  your  family  continue  so.  which  I  do  most  sincerely  wish,  and 
am.  with  i^rcat  Inith  and  esteem,  etc.  etc.  etc., 

Hakdwickl. 

Lord  Ihvsideut  Craigie  died  on  the  10th  of  :^Iareh  KliO. 
Lord  .Vdvocate  Dundas  iniinediatelv  proceeded  to  Lonihin  to 
})re.ss  U])0!i  ?*linister.s  lii.s  claim  to  the  ^■acant  chair.  A  negotia- 
tion liad  been  set  on  foot  for  ,ui\iii^-  tlie  l^i'esidend's  cliair  to 
the  Justice-Clerk,  Lrskine  of  Tinwald.^  But  ^Ir.  Dundas"s  claim 
.seems  to  have  been  at  once  achiiitted,  for  on  tlie  ISth  of  ]\larch 
he  was  able  to  acciuaint  Lord  Presto)! orange  with  '•  the 
mateiial  alteration  in  my  situa.tion  of  life,"  liis  !^^aje^tv  ha\ino: 
been  pleasetl  to  (kclare  Ids  intention  of  a])])oiidinu-  him  >ucces- 
sor  to  ]\Ir.  C'rai^ii'ie.  ^\r.  Dundas  was  al-o  successful  in  obtain- 
ing })romotion  loi-  his  friends  Miller'-  and  ^lontgonierv^  to  the 
vacancies  caused  by  his  own  cle\ation,  the  former  becomino- 
Lord  Advocate,  ami  the  lattei"  one  of  the  joint  Solicitors- 
General.     ^Montgomery  ciuaintly  exjiressed  his  gratitude  : — 

"Gratitude  I  Jiave  always  eonsideretl  as  a  cardinal  virtue; 
and  if  I  am  ])o.Nsessed  of  any  good  (juality  and  know  niv>e]f.  I 
must  be  forgi\en  to  say  that  I  think  I  ]K)>sess  it  in  as  strinig  a 
degree  as  any  riian  li\ing.  1  ha\e  a  letter  from  London  hv 
tliis  ])ost,  that  so  nuich  lills  my  mind  in  that  way  that  I 
cainiot  resist  the  impulse  of  wi-iting  yo\u-  Lordshi])  in  this 
manner.     The  application  will  be  easy." 

LoRO    PliESTOXGR.WGE  (o  LofiD   PrF.sH)KXT  DlNDAS. 

rKESTOXGKANGF;,  J/a;r')  25,   IJC'C. 

Mv  DEAR  Lord, — Your  letter  of  the  l.'ith  I  received  here  l;de 
on  Saturday  nij^lit.  It  contains  a  eonfirmatioiT  of  the  news  yuur 
spouse  had  Avrote  to  me  the  ]H)st  before,  ami  in  my  return  to  hers 
I  have  in  effect  answered  this  of  yours,  <;iving  you  niv  sincere^t 
congratulations  and  best  wishes  on  your  new  preferment.  I  am. 
howe\er,  obliged  to  you  for  intormino-  nie  somcAvhat  more  fullv  oi' 
eircinnstances  which    I   pretty  Avell   understand,  tho'  for  histori<-al 


Letter,  JNIr.  Montgomery  to  the  Lord  A<lvocato. 
Thom.is  Miller  of  Glenlee.  afterwanls  Lord  President. 
James  Montgomery  of  .Stanho[ie,  afterwards  Chief  Baron. 
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satisfaction  there  may  yet  be  eclaiiclsscnicnl.s  -svantino,-,  wliieh  in 
line  time  1  may  receive  from  yon,  when  it  shall  please  God  that  Ave 
meet.  In  the  meantime  il  a\  as  ai>Teeable  to  rae  to  hear  that  regard 
and  goodwill  towards  me  are  still  declared  by  those  from  whom  I 
exjjected  that  disposition.  I  say  this  is  soothing  whether  there 
shall  ever  be  occasion  for  its  pri)ducing-  any  benefit  to  me  or  not. 
As  for  yourself,  distrust  )iot  your  own  abilities  farther  than  to 
{|uickcn  your  attention  and  diligence  in  discharging  the  duties  of 
your  nev  station.  God  has  l)l(.>t  you  with  a  ready  apprehension 
and  a  good  me)nory,  which  are  valuable  ijualities  for  that  oHice. 
Vour  eldest  and  youngest  daughters  are  both  well,  and  \estcrday 
we  lieard  at  Edinl^ngh  from  Arnibton  that  all  the  children  were 
well  there.  It  will  be  agreeable  to  us  to  hear  from  you  when 
leisure  ]jermits.  All  here  join  in  their  conijjliments  to  you  and 
vour  com]ianv,  whom  we  constantly  remember,  and  1  am  ever,  my 
dear  Lord,  ven-  affectionatelv  vours,  \V.  G? 


Loiu)  H AI{n^vJ(  KK  lo  Lord  President  Dindas. 

Grosvexor  Sqvx^v.,Jiii:c  12,  1760. 

Mv  DEAR  Lord, — The  great  and  inexpressible  affliction  I  have 
been  under  ever  since  the  receijit  of  your  letter  of  the  Slst  of 
Mav,  has  prevented  my  paying  my  respects  to  your  Lordship  till 
now.  Indeed,  at  this  time,  I  am  not  very  fit  either  for  corre- 
spondence or  company,  but  Providence  requires  that  one  should 
struggle  with  patient  resignation  under  such  tryals. 

I  am  very  glad  that  the  rejecting  of  the  Scotch  Militia  Bill  is 
not  disagreeable  to  many  of  the  best  friends  of  the  Govei'nment. 
They  judge  very  rightly,  for  1  am  thoroughly  persuaded  that 
the  passing  of  it  would  have  been  advantageous  only  to  its 
enemies.  I  know  yop.r  L(uxhhip  has  so  much  spirit,  and  so  manly 
a  way  of  thiiiking,  as  to  despise  the  ill-placed  abuse,  Avhich  the 


^  Descendants  of  the  tliree  daughters  of  ^Villianl  Grant,  Lord  Frestongrangc. 
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Jnnet  —  The  Farl  of        Agnes  —  Li.-Col.  Sir  George        Jean  ~  I'reMdent 


died    with-       Hyn<libr(l.  |      Suttie  uf  Balgone. 

out  franih 


I)i 


Sir  James  Sultie  of  Dalgone,  Robert  Dundas 

who  assumed  tlie  name  of  of    Arniston, 

Grant    on    succeeding    to  Chief  iJaron. 

PrestongrLinge  on  the  death 
of  the  Countess  of  Hynil- 
ford. 
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favonrei-s  of  that  scheme  may  throw  out  against  you.  You  ir.av 
safel^v  '^vait  for  Ihc  cc//o.  I  am  jileased  you  do  not  mention  tliat  it 
is  likely  to  prejudice  yoiu-  interest  in  the  county  of  Edinburirh. 
What  1  read  in  the  printed  papers  you  sent  nie  are  mere  hn^ta 
fidmitia. 

It  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  l,ordship  that  the  Kinu'  is 
extremely  pleased  with  tlie  jiart  you  and  I  took  in  the  bill  to  con- 
tinue the  laws  relating;  to  the  tryal  of  treason  comitted  in  the 
Highland«^,  and  the  disarming  ;  as  also  with  the  success  of  it.  I 
did  not  suffer  that  bill  to  ))ass  thvouoh  tiie  House  of  Eord-  suh 
.sUentio,  l)ut  made  motion  relatinq;  to  it  myself,  in  a  full  House. 

As  I  trust  your  Eordshij)  is  by  this  time  completely  Lord 
President  of  the  Session,  permit  me  to  rejient  niv  congratulations 
on  that  subject.  Nobody  can  })ossibly  v.ish  or  augur  better  for 
your  Lordship  than  I  do,  from  the  best  evidence,  experience,  as 
well  in  respect  of  your  own  honour,  the  able  and  imj)artial  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  his  Majesty's  service.  It  may  >^ith  truth 
be  said  of  your  family,  Noii  dc/icit  aller  ainriis  ! — I  am,  with  the 
most  cordial  wishes  for  your  health,  and  with  the  utmost  truth 
and  respect.  My  dear  Lord,  etc.  etc.  etc.,  Hardwkkf.. 


Loud  Hardwk  kk  Io  Ihc  Lor.n  Presidknt. 

WlMl'LE,   IN  CAMr.KIDGESHIRE,  Aug.   3I,   1760. 

Mv  DEAR  Loi{D, — The  kind  letter,  ^\  itli  which  your  LorcUhip 
honoured  me  on  the  Kith  instant,  was  the  longer  in  reaching  mv 
handy  by  reason  of  my  resilience  at  this  place.  I  had  heard  ot' 
the  misfortune  which  detained  you  from  taking  your  scat  in  the 
Court  of  Session,  and  as  I  partake  in  every  concern  of  yours,  trulv 
sympathised  with  you  Ujion  tliat  unhappy  occasion.  Mv  own 
wound  is  too  fresh  and  too  fai-  from  being  yet  healed  not  to  niiake 
me  feel  \ery  sensibly  for  tliose  distresses  of  others. 

1  had  a  letter  from  your  successor^  in  the  Advocate's  orHce, 
dated  but  two  days  before  yours,  wherein  he  savs  that  for  vou 
which  your  Lordship's  modesty  would  not  ])ermit  you  to  s,>v  for 
yourself.  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  this  haj)pv  entrance 
upon  your  high  office,  so  nmch  to  the  honour  of  your  Lords!iij->'s 
abilities  and  tem]ier.  and  I  cannot  help  auguring  from  it  all  kinds 
of  good  success  for  his  Majesty's  service,  the  reputation  of  his 
justice,  and    the  general  utility  of   his  people.      Indeed,    I   never 

1   Mi!lei-of(^lcnlec. 
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entertained  any  doubt  in  my  niind  but  that  the.  event  -would  be  so. 
and  rejoice  to  see  it  verified. 

It  ^ives  me  much  satist'aetion  to  hear  that  the  clamour  about 
Militia  subsides.  I  alv.ays  looked  uj)oii  some  of  the  comj)linients 
which  were  lately  i)aid  as  ellorls  to  keep  alive  the  expiring 
embers,  but  notv>ilhstandin<i:  theui,  T  am  persuaded  it  will  not  be 
long  before  they  ai-e  extinguislied,  and  shall  look  with  pleasure 
upon  the  election  for  the  county  of  Edinburgh  passing  without 
op])osition  as  one  proof  of  it. 

'J'lie  "clamour  about  ^filitia'"'  mentioned  by  I^ord  Havd- 
wicke  was  occasioned  by  the  sircnuous  ojipositioii  of  Duiidas  to 
tljc  ])ro]wsal  to  establish  a  Militia  force  in  Scotland.  The 
statute  1)V  M'liicli  the  !\Lilitia  of  England  was  organiseil,  jxissed 
in  1757;  but  when  it  was  proposed  to  have  a  similar  body  in 
Sfotland,  the  Government  liesitated,  on  tlie  gromid  tluit  too 
sliort  a  time  liad  jKissed  since  tlie  lle1)e]lion,  and  that  it  would 
be  unsafe  as  vet  to  arm  large  masses  of  tlie  ]X'0])le.  An  intlu- 
ential  ])artv  in  Scotland  were  indignant  at  tl\is  ;  and  the  policy 
of  ^Ministers  was  re])resented  as  an  insult  to  tlie  nation.  Tlie 
chief  argument  used  by  Dundas  against  the  jiroposal  was  that 
tlie  manufacturers  of  Scotland  wovdd  be  ruined  by  arming  the 
population  ;  Ind  he  was  lieartily  abused  for  not  advising  the 
Government  to  have  the  same  INIilitia  law  f(jr  all  ])arts  of  Great 
Jiritain.  A  bill  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  ^Militia  in  Scot- 
land was  brouglit  into  ]\irliament  in  the  spring  of  1760  ;  but 
it  could  not  become  law  in  consec{uence  of  tlie  o})position  of 
the  Government.  DuncUis  addressed  the  House  of  Commons 
against  it  (the  rougli  notes  whicli  he  used  in  making  his  speecli 
are  among  the  .Vrniston  papers);  and  his  opponents  openly 
stated  that  "this  s}K'ecli  was  the  })rice  paid  for  liis  being  made 
President  immediately  after."  But  for  this  accusation,  it  need 
hardlv  be  said,  there  was  no  grouniL  The  INIilitia  .\cts  were 
extended  to  Scotland  in  179-5,  in  the  days  of  his  brother  Henry 
Dundas. 

Dundas  had  now  reached  the  highest  juchcial  position  in 
Scotland,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged,  with  the  nio->t  di>- 
tinguished  ability,  for  the  long  period  of  twenty-seven  year^. 
At  tliis  point  may  be  inserted  an  autobiographical  account  of 
his  career,  wiiich  the  President  wrote  a  few  years  before  his 
death  :— 
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"  SkKTC  II  OF  M\'  SCHEMI'.S  Of  M.VXAGK.MKXT  1-KO.M   NoVKMlil'.U  ^Olf-:, 
1TJ3T,  WIIKX   I    IM/llKNil)  TO  S(  OTl.AXl)   IKOM  rUAXCK.  .••     j 

"I  got  casli  from  my  fatliur  I'lGO,  10s.,  exliausteJ  hy 
arrears  of  board  ami  wa_L;L's  tlue  to  my  travelling  servant,  and 
expenses  of  entering  advocate.^  Disco^■ered  a  claim  on  my 
Fatlier  most  just,  but  would  have  vexed  him  greatly;  I  jiaid 
it  without  his  knowledge,  and  thus  In'gan  the  world  i^'300  in 
debt.  Trustii'.g  to  mv  roohition  to  be  a  man  of  business.  I 
never  demanded  nor  got  a  shilling  moi'e  from  my  father.  Lived 
with  him,  but  never  allow  ed  money  to  be  expended  for  myself. 
my  servants,  or  ni\-  hoi>rs  ;  when  eash  was  necessary,  <-.4'"..  for 
oats,  I  )>aid  it.  Intleed  on  mv  marriage  in  October,  1741.-  1 
got  a  settlement,  which  at  an  average  yielded  .X^2'30  per 
annum." 

"I  fouiul  afi;urs  (on  succeeding  to  Arniston  at  his  father's 
death  in  IT-J-i)  nmch  encundjcred  with  a  great  load  of  debt, 
provisions  to  seven  younger  children,  most  of  them  young  aiul 
still  uneducated. 

"  I  was  advised  to  take  the  entailed  estate,  and  not  to  inter- 
meddle at  all  with  the  succession.  I  wns  greatly  distres-v.-vl 
betwixt  duty  to  mv  own  growing  family,  and  abhorrence  of  a 
stej)  which  in  some  tlegree  reHected  on  my  fither's  memory. 

"  I  was  relieved  by  a  i'vs^'  words  from  caie  of  the  most  sensible, 
amiable,  and  affectionate  women  that  ever  made  a  man  happy, 
who  sjioke  nearly  these  \ery  words:  'Take  up  his  succession 
without  hesitation,  keep  your  father's  estate,  be  kind  to  and 
educate  ^'our  younger  brothers  and  sistei's,  finish  the  house  and 
policy  al)oul  Arniston,  it  looks  ill  in  its  present  situation  ; 
surely  my  estate  and  yours  together  will  leave  an  o])ulent 
succession  to  our  cinldreu  ;  if  necessary  sell  a  part  of  mine.  I 
will  execute  any  i\ccd  you  ever  re(|uire.' 

"Indeed,  after  this,  my  resolutions  were  easily  taken,  and  I 
took  up  my  father's  total  re})resentation  ;  but  1  mention  the 
fact  for  the  honour  of  ^Mrs.  IJaillie's  memory. 


^  Entered  advocate  in  173S. 

-  Pre-ident  Dundas  married,  in  1 74 1,  Henrietta,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir 
James  Carmichael  Baillie,  of  Laniington  and  Penston, 

•'  The  lands  of  Newln'res  and  Xcwbyres  Mill,  which  were  settled  upon  him 
by  his  fatlier,  a^  a  provision  on  his  marriage. 
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""But  all  thfse  iLittcriii^'  hopes  ami  pleasin<)'  prospects  were 
totally  blasted  on  tlie  iJJtli  May,  175-5,  l)y  the  unfortunate  and 
unexpected  death  of  one  of  the  best  of  women.  Then,  indeed, 
I  found  myself  in  un  awkward  and  ticklish  situation.  Possessed 
of  my  father's  estate,  partly  entailed,  and  partly  unentailed,  a 
load  of  del)t,  ])aid  or  to  ])ay  for  him,  also  seven  of  his  vouni;er 
children,  and  six  of  my  own.  I  did  deliberate  with  niv  own 
mind,  and  came  to  the  resolution  of  executing  a  foculty  jiersonal 
to  me,  of  selling  a  part  of  the  entailetl  estate.  To  use  all  mv 
interest — which  ^^as  then  something — with  Lord  Chancellor 
Hardwicke,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  even  the  Duke  of  Argvle, 
and  this  to  procure  some  assistance  from  his  ^Majestv's  gene- 
rosity, ami  I  was  successful.^ 

"Thus  have  I  explained  my  conduct  with  regard  to  monev 
matters  since  my  very  lirst  entry  on  the  stage  of  life.  On 
reviewing  it  I  cannot  blame  the  principles,  but  I  franklv 
acknowledge  I  have  perhaps  misspent  large  sums  of  monev. 
lint  as  I  have  not  hurt  mv  paternal  estate,  surelv  a  man  mav 
sport  a  little  Mith  his  j)ersonal  ac(|uisitions,  especially  as  anv 
useless  expense  has  chietlv  been  laid  out  to  beautifvand  improve 
the  estate  which  my  son  is  to  enjoy.  Let  it  be  also  attended 
to  that  I  supported  a  family  and  parliamentarv  interest,  both 
here  and  in  England.  Had  these  been  allowed  to  decay,  Mr. 
Cockburn  had  never  been  Sheritf,  nor  Henry  Dundas  IMember 
for  the  County,  nor  I  President  of  the  Court  of  Session. 

"If  my  son  follow  business,  things  may  answer  with 
economv  and  gootl  management.  Idleness  antl  dissipation  ])ro- 
duce  certain  ruin.  AVhen  my  manner  of  living,  my  attendance 
six  sessions  in  Parliament,  the  education  of  so  numerous  a 
family,  are  all  consiilered,  it  cannot  surpiise  that  I  ha\e  never 
been  able  to  diminish  mv  debt.  It  is  more  just  to  wonder 
how  I  have  hitherto  gone  forwaril  in  life.  Let  me  tiien 
tell  the  principles  which  ensured  what  success  in  life  I  have 
enjoyed  : — 

"  1st.   Studying  mankiml  to  learn  their  tempers  ; 
"2nd.   Acconnnodating  mvself  to  various  tempers; 


'  Alluding  to  a  claim  for  repayment  of  money  disbursed  by  his  father  in  the 
service  of  Government  after  tlie  rel>ellion  of  1 715.  He  received  repayment  t" 
the  araoiin;.  or;^4C93. 
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"3rd.   Preserving  inflexible  inte<i;rity  ; 
"  Lastlv.    For    encouragement    to    my    son    in    steady 
adherence    to    mv    profession,    the    jjroiits    of 
the  Bar^  have  yielded  ^41, 2]  2. 
"The  eliaracter  I  gained  created  a  degree  of  esteem  in  tlie 
young  heart  of  ]\Iiss  Baillie,  wliich  (though  vile  arts  were  used) 
never  left  her  till  it  gained  her  total  affection.     This  gained 
me   the   friendsliij)   of  three   worthy  men,  all   inimical   to  my 
father — President   Forbes,   Lord   Hyndford,   and   the    Earl   of 
Findlater ;  and  in  money  it  made  me  inde})endent,  set  me  out 
in   a  higli   sphere  of  life,  and   laid  tlie  foundation  of  all  my 
future  success." 


rUin 


^  It  must  be  remembered  that  these  "profits  of  the  Bar"  represent  the  sii 
earned  during  a  long  and  successful  career  of  nearly  fifty  years,  twenty-seven  of 
which  v.ere  passed  in  the  President's  Chair. 

President  Dundas  entered  Advocate  in  173S.  During  the  first  five  years  of 
his  professional  life,  his  "Law  Profits"  averaged  ^280  a  year.  From  1743  to 
1754,  eleven  years  of  what  may  be  called  the  second  stage  of  his  professional 
career,  when  he  held  the  office  of  Solicitor-General,  and  was  chosen  Dean  of  the 
Faculty,  his  "Law  Profits  "  averaged  ^"546.  During  the  six  years  from  1754  to 
1760  while  Lord  Advocate,  and  M.P.  for  the  County  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  head 
of  his  profession,  and  leader  of  the  Scotch  bar,  his  "Law  Profits"  averaged 
;^i50O  a  year.  His  receipts  as  Advocate,  during  twenty-two  years,  vere  under 
;^iS,ooo.  As  President,  his  salary  at  first  was  £i2co,  subsequently  ;^i50o,  and 
finally  ;<^lSoo  a  year. 


CHArTEU  X. 

THE  SECOND  rKESIDEN'J'  DUXDAS— (w;//y^/^(Y/. 

KiSi.  Geoiigk  t}ik  Sixoxj)  died  on  the  ^51  li  of  Oetober  1T()0  ; 
and  in  the  voi'ld  of  ])olitics  men  specidated  on  tlie  elianges 
whicli  niiglit  soon  l)e  seen,  the  certain  ad\ance)nent  of  Lord 
Bute,  the  chances  of  the  general  election  wlucli  was  now 
necessary,  and  the  distribution  of  honours  \\ith  wliicli  the  new 
rei<;n  might  be  expected  to  commence.  The  ]^ord  President, 
tliougli  never  allowing  political  concerns  to  interfere  with  his 
devotion  to  tlie  duties  of  his  ollice,  jealou.>lv  watclied  for  anv 
encroachment  on  the  family  influence  (wliich  now,  indeed,  was 
})assing  into  the  guarthansliip  of  hands  abler  even  than  lri< 
own),  and  continued,  amidst  all  clianges,  his  correspondence 
with  official  ])ersonages  in  Lontlon,  by  whom  he  w:ts  kept  fully 
informed  of  evervthing  that  was  passing  in  ministerial  circles. 

Lord  Hardwkke  lo  Lord  President  Dlxdas. 

Grosvenor  Square,  A'cr:'.  13,  1760. 

My  dear  Lord, — The  sudden,  most  melancholy,  and  atHictin^ 
event,  which  ha})pened  on  the  ver\^  day  your  Lordship's  la^t 
letter  was  writ,  so  struck  my  mind  and  engrossed  my  thoughts,  as 
well  as  brought  on  so  busy  and  hurrying  a  scene,  that  I  have  been 
hindered  from  acknowledging  it  till  now.  I  will  only  say  n\  e 
have  lost  a  great  and  gracious  master,  whose  memory  I  shall 
always  revere,  and  to  wiuma  I  shall  ever  acknowledge  my  many 
obligations  with  the  utmost  jiiatitude.  I  know  your  Lordship 
thinks  in  the  same  manner. 

Our  present  sovereign  sets  out  in  the  most  amiable  manner  : 
engages  all  hearts  by  the  sweetness  of  his  temper,  and  every 
praiseworthy  quality;  and  gives  the  most  promising  hopes  of  the 
happiest  and  best  government.  His  Majesty  has  shown  iiTcat 
^race  and  rcyaril  to  the  old  servants  of  his   <2:raudfather ;   iu\itt(l 
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the  Duke  ol"  Newcastle  to  continue  in  his  service,  who,  notwith- 
Kt;iu(lin<;  his  age,  h;is  accepted;  which,  as  it  was  attended  with 
the  most  pressing  instances  of  all  his  friends,  has  met  with  a  ^ery 
general  apj)rol)ati<)n.  From  hence  your  Lordship  may  safely  con- 
clude you  have  some  friends  about  the  Court. 

LoifD   HaUDWKKE  lo    Loltl)    PUKSIDKNT  Dl'NUAS. 

Gros\  KNOR  Square,  Dcw  31,  1761. 

Your  letter  of  the  iZP*^  made  me  extremely  happy  by  the 
persuasion  it  gave  me  of  your  Lordship's  good  health,  and  of  your 
kind  remembrance  of  your  old  friends.  1  am  extremely  obliged 
to  you  for  the  continuance  of  your  goodness  in  the  second  volume 
of  L'^  Fountainhall's  laborious  lucubrations.  Yoiu-  Lordship's 
observation  is  extremely  true  that  it  does  not  furnish  so  many 
anecdotes  as  the  former.  That  makes  it  fall  short  in  indulging 
the  curiosity  of  such  readers  as  myself,  who  have  look'd  upon  it 
historically.  But  it  is  nnich  for  the  happiness  of  the  country,  and 
strongly  marks  the  difference  between  the  (government  preceding 
the  devolution,  and  that  subsequent  to  it  ;  tho'  I  entirely  agree 
with  your  Lordshij)  in  opinit)n,  that  the  real  and  uniform  liberty 
of  Scotland  commenced  with  the  Union.  Before  that  period,  one 
reign  might  be  better,  and  more  regular  and  moderate  than 
anothei-.  But  the  publick  law  of  your  country  was  under  the 
greatest  uncertainty,  and  subject  to  arbitrary  decision  and 
execution. 

Your  Lordbhip's  friends  here  are  in  good  health,  particularly 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  as  nmch  your  friends  as  ever;  not 
ha])py  in  being  under  the  necessity  of  seeing  a  Spanish  war  added 
to  a  French  one  ;  but  as  it  is  plain  that  Spain  had  taken  her  part, 
and  it  was  become  unavoidable,  it  must  be  supported  and  repelled 
with  spirit.      Sc  cede  iiialis,  seel  coiiira,  aiidenliur  ito. 

LoHD  Maiu)wi(kk  lo  Lord  President  Dlnuas. 

Grosvenor  Square,  Mair/i  16,  1762. 
I  am  extremely  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  your  kind  present 
and  kinder  letter,  which  gave  me  much  pleasure.  The  latter 
made  me  hope  that  you  were  got  free  from  the  gout,  and  had 
recovered  your  health  and  s})irits.  This  was  very  agreeably  con- 
finned  to  me  by  M""  Moncrietf  when  he  was  so  good  as  to  deliver  me 
tlie  book  of  decisions  of  the  F>nglish  jutlges  during  the  usurpation 
by  your  Lordship.'s  order.      I  will   confess  to  you  that  I  am  :i  little 
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angry  wilh  the  editor  for  jiublishin^-  a  work  of  that  kind  so  drily 
and  nakedly,  "without  the  names  of  those  judges,  or  any  historical 
anecdotes  accompanying  it.  This  was  the  more  material,  as  it  is 
chiefly  a  matter  of  curiosity,  since  I  doubt  mucli  whether  your 
Lordship  and  your  brethren  will  suti'er  the  decisions  to  be  quoted 
upon  you  as  authorities.  There  is  very  little  to  be  found  about 
this  constitution  in  the  histories  of  those  times.  .  .  .  Li  White- 
locke's  Memorials  I  find  two  short  notes,  page  508.  of  their  first 
appointment  to  sit  at  the  usual  place  ;  and  jjage  .^0}),  that  they 
met  and  heard  a  sermon,  and  that  Mr.  S)n!l/i,  one  of  them,  made 
a  speech  to  the  com})any  on  the  occasion  of  their  meeting.  This 
is  the  only  name  I  can  find  ;  and  'tis  remarkable  that  it  is  the 
same  with  your  first  ]\nglish  Chief  Baron  after  the  I'nion.  If 
yotu'  I-ordshij>  could,  without  trouble,  procure  me  any  historical 
anecdotes  concerning  these  Kinh.s.s  Ra.scd/.s  1  should  esteem  it  a 
favour. 

As  a  Scotch  militia  has  been  stirring  in  Scotland,  so  it  h;is  to 
a  certain  degree  here,  and  a  meeting  of  the  Scotch  members  has 
been  held  upon  the  subject.  As  to  myself  I  have  made  u)>  my 
nimd  upon  that  point ;  vuni'ut  j)raccepi  ct  uiccinn  a/iimu  ante  j>ercgi. 
But  I  had  the  comfort  to  be  informed  yesterilay  that  it  is  likely 
to  be  entirely  laid  aside,  at  least  for  this  session.  1  am  sure  it 
would  be  destruction  to  Scotland,  and,  as  a  friend  to  that  country, 
am  entirely  against  it.  Those  who  shall  prevent  its  being  brought 
in  will  act  the  wisest  part,  not  only  for  this  administration  but  ten- 
Scotland  itself. 

I  am  much  penetrated  with  the  friendship  of  what  your 
Lordship  is  pleased  to  say  about  my  son  Charles.^  I  must  own  it 
gives  me  no  small  satisfaction  to  see  him  })laced  in  so  high  a 
station  in  his  profession,  which  I  filled  for  so  many  years.  It  is  a 
natural  vanity  in  an  old  man  and  a  father. 

I  showed  your  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  is  uuich 
obliged  for  your  kind  rememl^rance  and  regard  to  him.  You  luive 
made  us  very  idle  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  letting  us  have  no 
Scotch  a})peals. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  asceuclency  of  Lord  Bute  led  t'> 
troiii)!e.  The  old  Duke  of  Newcastle  loved  ottice  with  an  abiding 
love  ;  but  even  he  coultl  not  consent  to  be  Prime  Ministei-  in 
name,  wlieu  he  found  himself  depriveil  of  all  voice  in  (|uestion>> 
of  eitlier  policv  or  patrcniage.      lie,  tlierefore.  resignetl  on  the 

^  Charles  Votkc,  ainvdintcd  Attorney  General  in  1762. 


,,  ;). 


1-72  AUXISTOX  MEMOIRS.  [1763. 

plea  that  lie  coult!  Dot  remain  in  oHice  unless  the  war  subsidy 
to  I'russia  was  coniiiuiecl.  His  real  reasons  are  given  in  the 
follo^ving  long  letter  to  the  hard  President: — 

J)rKK  OF  Xkwcastlk  fo  Lord  PRKsioKxr  DexnAs. 

Claremont, //<■;/£'  5//V,  176:;. 

Mv  DEAR  Lord, — The  return  of  our  most  -worthy  friend.  Sir 
Alex"^  Gilmour,  to  Scotland,  furnishes  me  with  an  opportunity  of 
renewing  to  jour  Lordshi]),  by  a  safe  conveyance,  the  sincere 
assurances  of  the  continuance  of  my  affection  (if  you  will  allow  me 
to  make  use  of  that  expression)  and  most  unalterable  regard  and 
respect  for  you.  Permit  me  to  add  the  great  satisfaction  which  the 
miiversal  credit  and  reputation,  which,  by  confession  of  every- 
body, your  Lordship  has  estal)Hshed,  not  only  in  your  own  Court, 
but  thro'out  the  kingdom,  has  given  me,  who  have  always  known 
and  have  been  glad  to  do  justice  to  your  Lordship's  merit,  your 
ability  and  zeal,  in  the  cause  of  your  country,  and  in  the  support 
of  the  Protestant  succession  in  his  ^L'ljesty's  Royal  Family.  No 
absence  or  distance  can  make  me  alter  my  opinion  upon  your 
Lordship's  subject,  and  I  am  equally  pei-suaded  that  if  you  had 
been  here  you  would  have  approved  of  every  step  which  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  my  Lord  Hardwicke,  and  myself,  have  taken  in 
public  affairs. 

When  the  nation  (and  indeed  all  Europe)  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  my  late  dear  Master,  under  m  horn  it  had  been  happy  for 
so  many  years,  I  despaired  of  being  of  any  further  service,  in 
employment  to  the  king,  my  country,  and  my  friends.  I  con- 
cluded (as  has  ha})pened)  that  new  men  must  produce  new 
measures  and  new  favorites.  However,  his  ^lajesty  was  ])least'd 
to  desire  that  I  should  continue  in  my  t-mployment,  and  most 
graciously  promised  me  his  countenance  and  sup])ort.  Lord  Bute 
scem'd  also  to  wish  that  I  should  continue.  But  that  which 
determined  me  to  make  the  trial  was  the  gracious,  the  very 
earnest  exhortation  of  his  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land, the  strong  importunities  of  my  friends,  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  the  Marquess  of  Rockingham,  and,  in 
short,  all  those  who  had  the  greatest  regard  for  the  late  king's 
memory,  and  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  upon  the  same 
principles  that  it  had  been  carried  on  ever  since  the  hap})y 
accession  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Family  to  the  Crown. 

I   did   apprehend   that    things  would  end  as  they  have    d(»ne. 
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IJiit,  however^  1  SHbinitted  to  my  friends,  who  put  the  whole  ii]H)ii 
the  neeessity  of  makino-  a  trial,  and  not  deserting-  the  Whii^s  and 
that  cause,  till  I  should  see  that  I  could  not  l)e  of  any  ser\  ice. 
•which  they  now  own  that  I  have  sufliciently  seen. 

When  I  found  that  I  had  not  the  least  credit  even  in  my  own 
office,  and  that  my  own  Board  were  to  act  against  me,  and 
measures,  relating  to  the  supplies  to  be  ask'd  in  Parliament,  were 
in  direct  opposition  to  my  o])inion,  countenanced  and  su})ported  bv 
my  Lord  Bute  and  his  successor,  M"^  George  Grenville ;  and  when 
the  Duke  of  Devonshii-e,  my  Lord  Hardwicke,  and  myself  (who 
constantly  agreed),  found  that  we  had  not  the  least  Aveight  in 
Council,  and  that  no  attention  was  given  to  our  opinions  there,  I 
then  thought  that  it  could  be  no  longer  expected  that  I  should 
make  such  a  contemptible  figure  in  business,  when  I  could  not 
be  of  the  least  service  to  the  King,  the  public,  or  my  friends.  I 
therefore,  v.ith  the  approbation  of  my  friends,  resigned  my  office 
in  the  Treasury. 

Some  time  after  the  violence  began,  and  all  })ossible  marks  of 
disgrace,  contempt,  and  resentment  were  shew'd  to  those  who  had 
acted  all  their  lives  with  the  most  distinguished  zeal  for  this  lioval 
Family,  and,  as  was  my  unfortunate  case,  e\en  to  all  })er-ions  who 
were  supposed  to  be  my  friends,  whether  they  were  put  in  by  me, 
or  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  or  my  brother,  of  which  there  are  some 
very  strong  instances. 

All  sorts  of  reports  are  spread,  and  imputations  thrown  out 
without  the  least  foundation,  against  those  who  are  supposed  not 
to  approve  the  present  measures  or  men,  and  particularly, 
endeavours  have  been  used  to  make  all  your  countrymen  believe 
that  we  are  enemies  to  Scotland  and  to  every l)ody  there. 

It  is  very  unfortunate  for  the  public  that  the  conduct  of  the 
administration  has  been  such  as  might  bring  any  point  in  dispute 
which  related  to  either  part  of  the  L'nited  Kingdom.  All  true 
friends  to  their  country  are  friends  to  both.  And  I  am  sure  your 
Lordship  knows  us  too  well  to  have  any  the  least  thought  or 
suspicion  that  we  old  friends  here  caji  have  any  intention  of  that 
kind. 

It  has  indeed  grieved  and  moi-tified  us,  both  as  to  England  and 
Sculla/id,  to  see  that  the  favors  are  generally  bestowed  u{)on  thost- 
families  in  both  parts  of  the  kingdom  who  have  not  (till  now) 
ever  distinguished  themselves  for  their  zeal  for  this  Royal  Family. 
And  I  can  never  imagine  that  our  zealous  friends  in  Scotland,  no 
more  than  in  England,  can  ever  think  the  disapprobation  of  such 
distinctions  and  s\ich  prttVrences  ought  t<j  bt-  blamed  in  ns. 
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My  good  friend.  Sir  Akx''  Gilniour^  who  acts  upon  the  -;inii- 
principles,  and  in  concert  a\  ith  the  same  ])ersons,  as  your  Lord-hip 
and  his  lather  cHd,  and  lie  himself  has  done  ever  since  you  sd 
kindly  ijave  him  your  pt)\vcrfu]  assistance  in  his  election,  is  %  cn- 
much  threaten'd  by  those  with  whom  he  and  the  rest  of  his  friends 
have  differ'd  ;  and  jjarticularly  that  he  shall  not  be  chose  a.!xain  for 
the  county  of  Edinbur<ih.  I  thank  God,  in  all  appearance.  ncAv 
elections  are  very  remote,  but  1  have  ^•entured  to  assure  him  of 
the  continuance  of  vour  Lordship's  goodness  and  powerful  support 
of  liim  ;  and  if  I  could  ever  merit  any  attention  from  your  Lord- 
ship, I  should  ho])e  you  would  continue  A'our  good  opinion  ot  Sir 
Alex^  Gilmour,  who  indeed  deserves  it.  Sir  Alexander  is  greatly 
esteemed  by  all  mIio  know  him,  and  pai-ticularly  by  the  Duke  of 
(rrafton.  Lord  (iranby,  my  Lord  Hardwicke,  my  nephew,  my  Lord 
Cornwall  is,  and  myself. 

A  desire  to  gi\e  your  Lordshij)  some  sketch  of  our  situatii>n 
here,  and  particularly  of  myself,  has  brought  this  trouble  U])Ou  vou. 
You  must  see  the  confidence  I  repose  in  you,  and  I  must  insist 
upon  it,  as  an  old  friend  and  humble  servant,  that  vou  do  not  sutler 
ojie  word  of  this  letter  to  be  kiu)wn  to  any])ody  but  my  Lord 
Kinnoull  and  yourself;  anil  that  your  Lordship  would  let  me  have 
the  satisfaction  to  know  that  you  have  burnt  it. 

My  own  hand  is  scarce  to  be  read  by  anybody  but  those  who 
are  constantly  used  to  it.  I  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  to 
make  use  of  my  chaplain's  hand,  whom  I  entrust  with  all  mv  ^ccret 
correspondence.  1  beg  you  would  make  my  compliments  to  mv 
old  friend,  yt)ur  father-in-law,  and  to  all  those  who  mav  havt-  the 
goodness  to  preserve  some  regard  for  one  who  has  been  a  verv 
sincere  friend  and  huuibU'  servant  and  well-wisher  to  all  your 
Lordship's  friends,  and  to  those  who  acted  ujion  vour  principle>. — 
I  am.  My  dear  Lord,  with  the  sincerest  respect  and  affection,  vour 
Lordship's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

IIoLLES  NtwrvsTi  E. 


Lord  Hakdwu.kk  fu  Lord  PREsn)ENT  Dlndas. 

GROSVr.NOR  SoU.A.RE,/««f  12.    1 763. 

Maving  a  convenient  opport(niit\'  by  our  worthy  friend.  Sii 
Alex"^  Gilmour,  I  presume  to  renew  a  correspondence  which  ha- 
been  long  intermitted.  The  opinion  which  prevails  of  the  in- 
fidelity of  your  post,  has  bei'n  the  chief  occasion  of  it  on  my  part  ; 
how   fir  it   may  have  been   any   ingredient   on   vonrs   I   am    not  a 
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competent  jatlge.  Hut  if  one  eannot  write  to  a  friend  with  that 
freedom  which  is  recjuisite  to  k't  him  iiito  the  writer's  ^\•dv  of 
thinking  on  the  subiict  in  question.  I  am  sure  it  cannot  inform, 
and  may  j)ossibly  mislead. 

The  scene  is  prodigiously  changed  since  your  Eordship  saw  us  ; 
indeed,  it  lias  changed  several  times.  The  actors  who  have  gone 
off  and  come  on  you  know,  and  in  general  the  motives  are  no 
secret.  I  think  none  of  the  jiersons  whom  you  honoured  with 
your  friendship  here  have  been  left  upon  the  stage  some  time. 
As  to  myself,  no  great  jiart  could  be  taken  from  me,  because  I 
had  none.  But  that  seat  which  I  had  been  permitted  to  retain  in 
the  King's  Council  1  Mas  excluded  from  just  before  the  last 
session  of  Parliament.  When  I  said  the  motives  of  tlicse  a/leralioiis 
are  no  secret,  I  meant  the  object  of  them  nuist  appear  to  everv- 
body  to  have  been  the  elevation  and  support  of  one  inax's  jtoin  r. 
A  conduct  too,  in  my  apprehension,  not  necessary  to  that  end.  if 
it  be  considered  from  tlie  time  of  our  friend,  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, being  hu'ced  out  to  this  day.  For  •djbrciiig  out  it  undoulit- 
edly  was,  and  it  was  afterwards  followed  by  a  cruel  and  unheard 
of  persecution  of  all  his  friends  and  dependants,  especially  in  the 
inferior  employments,  altho'  they  had  given  no  offence.  Surely 
nothing  was  ever  more  unnecessary  or  unwise  than  to  break  that 
administration  before  a  peace  was  made,  which,  I  am  convinced, 
might  have  been  much  better  made,  and  more  to  the  public  satis- 
faction, had  that  administration  been  kept  entire.  And  the  con- 
sequence has  been,  according  to  present  appearances  (how  real 
and  sincere  I  Avill  not  pretend  to  answer  for),  the  pulling  down  of 
that  poirer  which  it  was  meant  to  build  up. 

Your  I>ordshi})  has  undoubtedly  heard  of  me  as  an  ojiposer. 
It  is  true  that,  in  conjunction  with  several  of  your  Lordship's  and 
my  old  friends,  I  have  opposed  certain  pai-ticular  measures. 
When  I  have  done  so  it  has  been  according  to  my  judgement  and 
conscience,  with  the  greatest  duty  to  the  king,  and  a  sincere  zeal 
for  his  service,  and  that  of  the  publick  ;  and  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
it.  That  great  scene,  the  Parliament,  is  over,  but  we  are  now  got 
into  a  strange  flame  about  an  object,  in  himself  of  no  great  con- 
sequence, Mr.  Wilkes ;  and  it  has  spread  far  and  wide.  1  trust 
your  Lordship  will  not  believe  that  1  have  made  myself  a  partizan 
in  that  cause.  Ho^y  far  the  particular  paper  for  which  he  is  pro- 
secuted is  a  seditious  libel,  is  by  the  Crown  submitted  to  the  Law, 
and  there  it  ought  to  be  determined.  I  daresay  your  Lordship 
will  not  suspect  me  of  countenancing  any  indecent  treatment  of 
the  king,  whom  I  honour  and  revere,  and  for  whom  mv  dutv  and 
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affection  are  invariable,  and  that  you  ^vill  as  little  suspect  me  of 
approving-  any  abuses  and  calimniies  upon  Scotland  as  a  nation — a 
practice  which  I  have  always,  in  concurrence  with  my  friends, 
di'<app)o^ed  and  condemned. 

I  have  had  the  happiness  to  be  acquainted  with  too  many 
persons  of  worth  and  honour  in  Scotland,  to  give  an  ear  to  such 
injurious  reflexions.  And  I  hope  I  may  appeal  to  my  zealous 
endeavours,  both  in  and  out  of  employment,  for  extending  the 
liberty,  and  promoting  the  welfare  of  that  country,  as  well  as  for 
improving  the  Union  in  general,  as  proofs  that  I  am  utterlv 
incapable  of  giving  countenance  to  anything  that  may  tend  to 
postpone  and  disa])point  that  great  national  end.  I  don't  say  this 
from  an  apprehension  that  I  stand  in  need  of  a  justification  to 
your  Lordship.  It  Avould  be  doing  injustice  to  our  friend'^hip  to 
suppose  it.  But  I  have  heard  that  attempts  have  been  made  to 
represent  or  insinuate  me  and  my  friends  as  enemies  to  Scotland, 
and  was  willing  to  enable  you  positively  to  contradict  them.  I  do 
not  mean  that  your  Lordship  should  do  this  otticiously,  or  by  avow- 
ing that  you  have  it  by  any  direct  correspondence  with  me,  but 
only  to  warrant  your  doing  it  with  certainty,  whensoever  you  shall 
see  occasion. 

I  hope  your  Lordship  enjoys  })erfect  health.  I  need  wish  you 
no  more,  for  I  hear  with  the  greatest  pleasure  how  successfully 
and  honourably  you  go  on  in  discharging  the  functions  of  your 
high  office,  with  an  encrease  of  applause  in  the  public  and  of  your 
own  ftmie.  On  this  head  I  can  only  say,  Fac  nt  focus ;  and  for  the 
rest,  be  assur'd  that  I  continue  to  be,  as  you  have  alwa\s  known 
me, — My  dear  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  faithful  and  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  IIardwicke. 

]May  I  presume  to  beg  that  when  you  see  my  Lord  Hopetoun, 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  my  most  respectful  compliments 
to  his  Lordship,  and  nf)t  to  forget  my  old  friend.  Lord  Preston- 
grange. 

June  -I'ih. — My  letter  was  writ  at  the  time  of  the  first  date, 
but  has  lain  by,  by  reason  of  Sir  Alex'''^  very  rightly  staving  here 
to  attend  his  Majesty  in  his  post  at  the  review  of  the  Guards. 

A  curious  episode  in  the  history  of  Scottish  Adniiui.stnition 
happened  in  17()J.  In  tliat  year,  when  the  Kef^ency  Bill  was 
under  consideration,  the  omission  from  its  clauses  of  the  name 
of  tlie  Princess  Dowager  of  \\'ales  led  to  the  dismissal  oK 
Grenville.       lie    was    succeedetl,    as    Prime    ^linistcr,    l)V   tlie 
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^Icirquis  of  Rdckinuhani,  who,  ;it  the  reciuest  of  the  Duke 
of  Cuniberlancl,  forined  a  Ministry.  In  tliat  ]\[ini>tiv  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  wa>  Lord  Ti-ivy  Seal.  To  liiiii  was  aj)- 
parenilv  intrusted  the  duty  of  ari-an<;iii<;-  the  manner  in  which 
the  business  of  Scotland  was  to  be  carried  on,  for,  on  the  15th 
of  October,  the  Lord  President  receiyed  from  his  friend  Lord 
Hopetoun  a  letter  in  Avliich  was  enclosed  a  piece  of  pajiei-,  on 
which  were  these  words:  "Copy  of  a  paragraph  of  a  letter 
from  the  D.  of  N.  to  Ld.  IL,  Oct.  10,  ITGo.  I  v.ish  for  my 
own  private  information  that  I  could  know  my  old  friend  the 
President's  thoughts,  and  your  Lop.'s,  into  whose  hands  the 
affairs  of  Scotlanil  sliould  be  })ut.  I\Iy  present  thoughts  are, 
and  I  belieye  of  all  my  friends  here,  that  in  some  sha])e  or 
oth.er  my  Ld.  President  miist  luue  the  correspondence  and  the 
conthict  of  them.'' 

In  his  letter  to  the  President,  enclosing  this  paragraph  from 
the  Duke,  Lord  Hopetoun  said  that  lie  understood  it  "'  as  a  way 
of  asking  whetlier  you  would  undertake  what  is  projiosed,  to 
avoid  making  any  more  ])ro])ositions  tliat  may  be  declined/" 
He  advised  the  President  to  write  to  the  Duke,  and  at  the 
same  time  declined  to  give  his  own  opinion  on  what  lie  de- 
scribed as  '•  too  delicate  a  point  to  give  advice  upon."  The 
rough  draft  of  the  President's  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
is  among  the  Arniston  papers,  so  full  of  erasures  and  marginal 
additions  as  to  be  almost  illegible.  It  seems  to  have  been 
corrected  and  recorrected  \\ith  the  greatest  care.  In  the  entl 
it  was  a  decided  expression  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  him  to  assume  the  functions  of  a  Scottish  ^lini^ter. 
"I  confess,"  he  says,  "that  I  have  long  entertained  an 
opinion  that  the  management  of  th.e  public  affairs  in  Scot- 
land is  improper  for  anv  Judge,  if  not  entirely  iiicompetent 
with  his  character.  ^\e  are,  or  ought  to  be,  sequestereil, 
in  a  great  degree,  from  the  world  for  six  months,^  ami 
deprived  of  a  free  interchange  and  conmiunication  with  oui- 
friends."" 

He  was  requested  to  go  to  London  and  consult  ^Iini>ters, 
but  declined  ;  and  with  the  following  letters  the  correspondence 
on  the  subject  ended  : — 


^  During  the  sittings  of  the  Court  of  ,St"S--ion. 
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Loiu)   Cn.oiiGK   1)K\l(i.khk1   to  llic  Lord   PuEsiDKxr. 

Uf'PER  Brook  Streei,  18  Ch/.  1765. 
Mv  J.(»iU), — We  .UTived  here  on  Sunday  last.  I  can't  ^ay  it 
was  so  jileasaiit  a  journey  as  I  expected,  as  I  ^vas  obliged  to  leave 
two  of  my  hordes  sick  at  Newark,  and  the  other  four  at  Stilton. 
but  got  here  the  remainder  of  the  road  ))ost.  .  .  .  This  morning 
I  went  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  who 
had  a  private  levee.  ...  I  took  the  liberty  to  say  it  would  l)e 
necessary  to  have  somebody  in  Scotland  to  correspond  witii.  Hc 
agreed  in  that  point  very  readily,  and  said  he  had  some  knowledge 
of  your  Lordship.  I  assure  you  I  was  very  happy  in  having  an 
opportunity  of  acquainting  his  Lordship  that  I  had  a  particular 
knowledge  and  regard  for  your  Lordship.  He  then  asked  me  if 
your  business  could  permit  you  to  come  up  now,  as  he  would  be 
very  glad  to  have  some  conversation  with  you,  which  would 
answer  much  better  than  by  letter,  in  which  to  be  sure  he  was 
right,  but  at  the  same  time  I  said  I  was  afraid  it  was  not  jwssible 
now,  as  the  Sessions  Mere  to  meet  the  12th  of  next  month.  1 
told  his  Lordship  there  would  be  an  intermission  of  the  Court  at 
Xmas  for  three  weeks  or  a  month,  and  was  not  certaiia  whether 
that  might  not  suit  you,  etc.  etc.  etc.,  G.    Rkmclerk. 

The  Lord   Presioext  fu  LoRn  George  Beauclerk. 

Arnistox,  A'oz'.  9,  1765.  .  ■ 
Mv  Lord, — My  having  been  from  home,  and  indeed  the  desire 
of  coolly  considering  some  part  of  the  contents  of  your  Lordship's 
letter  is  the  cause  of  my  not  sooner  acknowledging  your  goodness 
and  friendship  expressed  in  it.  But  I  little  expected  that  1  was  to 
answer  it  with  a  lieart  full  of  real  grief  and  anguish  by  the  accounts 
we  recei^ed  of  the  death  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke.-  Your 
Lordship  knows  better  than  any  other  person  now  living  my 
sentiments  in  publick  affairs,  and  also  the  regard  and  esteem  as  a 
private  man  I  bore  for  that  valuable  personage.  Nobody  can. 
better  than  your  Lordship,  form  an  idea  of  my  private  concern 
and  of  my  publick  fears.  The  first  must  be  combated  in  my  ow  u 
mind,  but  I  wish  to  God  the  last  may  be  disappointed,  and  that  I 
may  find  myself  wrong  in  my  present  notions.  So  great  a  publick 
loss   scarce   leaves  any  place  for  mourning  the  losses  of  jnivate 

*  Cieneral  Lord  George  Beauclerk.  sixth  son  of  the  first  Duke  of  St.  Albans. 
-  The  Duke  of  Cuinberlaml. 
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families,  but  I  assiure  you  thai  (as  on  tvery  other  thing  ivlatini:;  to 
your  Lordship  and  Lady  Bcauckrk)  I  take  part  in  the  death  ol"  so 
near  a  n  lation. 

1  eainiot  rtfrain  from  rtturning-  your  Lordship  most  sincere 
and  unfeigned  tluuiks  for  the  friendshij)  you  have  sliown  me  in 
the  eonversation  you  mention  with  a  noble  Lord.  It  was  extremely 
right  to  say  that  coming  to  London  at  this  time  was  imjjossiblc, 
but  it  is  equally  impracticable  at  Xmas  for  only  three  short  weeks' 
vacation,  when  I  must  emjjloy  a  good  deal  of  the  time  in  pre})aring 
the  causes  to  be  determined  in  the  two  foUoMing  months.  But, 
indeed,  another  objection  occurs.  My  going  to  London  at  that 
unusual  season  would  make  a  great  noise,  and  make  me  considered 
either  as  a  Scots  Minister,  or  a>  a  })erson  seeking  it  and  disappointed. 
The  imjn-opriety  of  the  last  is  ap})avent.  As  to  the  first,  I  am 
nowise  pro})er  for  it,  nor  would  my  character  ]>ermit  me  to  act  or 
correspond  on  many  affairs  \  ery  material  for  his  Majesty's  servants 
in  J'lngland  to  direct.  1  need  only  mention  elections,  etc.  At 
the  same  time  I  will  freelv  unbosom  myself  to  your  Lordship,  who 
knows  my  real  regard  for  the  constitutional  })rinciples,  and  i\)r 
many  of  the  ])articu!ar  ])ersons  who  now  act  under  his  Majesty. 
I  am  not  so  self-denied  as  lujt  to  believe  I  might  be  of  some  use 
in  this  country  in  })ointing  out  w hom  they  might  trust  and  whom 
they  ought  not,  and  perhaps  in  some  matters  1  could  serve  them 
by  the  private  interest  and  connections  1  have  formed.  Your 
Lordship  Avell  knows  that  nobody  can  maintain  a  proper  interest 
without  being  able  at  times  to  recommend,  and  you  also  know- 
how  abundantly  the  smallest  connection  of  cerfai/i  people^  in  this 
countr}-  have  been  rewarded. — I  am,  etc.,  R.   Dlndas. 

In  December  176*6  Lortl  INIilton  died,  in  liis  seventy-Hflli 
year,  luiviiin-  survived  liis  old  patron,  the  Duke  of  Ariryll,  bid 
nudntaining  to  the  end  Ids  interest  in  tlie  intrigues  and  })olitical 
elianges  of  the  time.  He  hail  retaiiieil  his  seat  on  the  bunch 
after  resigning  the  Justice-Clerk's  chair  in  1748;"-  and  there 
was,  therefore,  now  a  vacanev  among  the  judges.  Tlie  mend)er 
of  the  bar  diosen  to  take  lu's  place  was  James  Euruett  of 
^Ioid)oddo,  afterwards  Mell  known  as  tlie  learned  but  eccendric 
Lord  Monboddo,  wiutse  theory  that  the  human  race  was 
originally  "gifted  with  tails"  was  tlie  subject  of  so  maiiv  jokes 


Adhercnl>  uf  the  -\rgyll  interest. 
Supra,  fi.  103. 


ISO  ARXISTON   MKMOIHS.  [1766. 

in  the  l';irli;iinent  Ilou.se.  JUirnett  was  one  of  tlie  c()l^l^el  foi- 
iNIr.  l)ouii,i,Ms  in  the  fnnious  Douglas  cau^e,  which  had  now. 
for  five  years,  been  au-itatinu,-  all  classes  in  Scotlaml  to  an 
extraordinary  extent.  The  followino-  letter  which  President 
Dundas  received,  on  the  sul/iect  of  tlie  proposed  appointment, 
.shows  how  l)itter  were  the  passions  excited  by  this  great  law- 
snit  : — 

DeKK  OK  QlKEXSUKItUV  lo  llw  LoRD   Pkksioext. 

Mv  Loud, — As  1  had  reason  to  believe  that  your  Lordshi]) 
approves  of  Mr.  Burnett's  coniin^^ini  the  bench  when  the  expected 
vacancy  shall  happen,  and  finding  no  difficulty  here  when  I  first 
proposed  liini,  I  thought  it  would  be  giving-  your  Lordship  un- 
necessary trouble  to  desire  you  to  express  your  sentiments  in  a 
letter.  But  a  very  extraordinary  occurrence  has  lately  hap])ened 
which  makes  it  very  desireable. 

The  Duchess  of  Hamilton  has  taken  it  into  her  head  withai 
these  few  days  to  exclaim  against  Mr.  Burnett's  being  to  be  made 
a  judge,  because  lie  was  a  zealous  Atlvocate  against  her  cause 
(as  she  calls  it).  That  is  a  strange  reason  to  give,  and  if  admitted 
as  an  objection,  would  imj)ly  a  very  injurious  reflection.  She  has, 
however,  seriously  and  warmly  applied  by  letter  and  otherwise  to 
the  Ministers  of  State  to  endeavour  to  prevent  Mr.  Burnett's 
appointment  by  the  most  unjustifiable  means.  My  conduct  has 
shown  that  I  have  a  very  different  way  of  thinking,  never  doul)t- 
ing  that  justice  will  be  strictly  attended  to  by  men  of  jjrobity  on 
the  bench,  howsoever  tiiey  mav  ha\e  been  engaged  as  counsel. 
.  .  .  The  Ministry  in  general  look  upon  her  Grace's  objection  in 
its  true  light,  as  being  very  absurd  and  founded  in  malice,  exce])t 
one  man  among  them,  who  has  been  influenced  by  her.  For  my 
part,  I  have  declared  to  them  all  that  if  it  were  possible  that  her 
Grace's  opinion  should  [)rev'ail  against  mine,  I  would  no  longer 
hold  the  oHice  I  have  ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  have  ajipealed  to 
your  Lordship's  opinion.  .   .   . — I  am,  etc.,  Qukkxsukrrv. 

Both  the  late  and  present  Chancellor  treat  the  objection  as  it 
deserves.  I  have  not  informed  Mr.  Bm-nett  of  this  maliciou^ 
attack  upon  him,  which  I  hojie  will  be  soon  put  an  end  to,  and 
therefore  I  have  not  wrote  to  him  at  present. 

Burnett  was  aj)pointed  ;  and  it  is  saiil  that  a  habit  (one 
of  his  well-know  i\  peculiarities)  of  preferring  to  sit   among   the 
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clerks  at  the  table,  rather  than  anionic  the  other  jiulgcs,  began 
from  the  day  on  wliicji  he  had  to  deliver  his  opinion  on  the 
Douglas  cause,  when  he  declared  that,  having  been  a  counsel 
in  the  case,  he  felt  a  delicacy  in  giving  his  judgment  from  the 
bench!  Lord  C'ockburn,  however,  savs  that  "some  offence 
had  made  lu"m  resolve  never  to  .sit  on  the  same  bench  with 
I'resident  Dundas  ;  and  he  ke})t  this  vow  so  steadilv  that  he 
always  sat  at  the  clerks*  table  even  after  Dundas  was  gone.""' 

It  was  (HI  the  7th  of  July  1767  that  the  Court  met  to  give 
Judgment.  The  (|ue>tion,  it  is  ])erha])s  necessary  to  explain, 
was  whether  Archibald  Steuart  was  or  was  not  tlie  son  of  Sii- 
John  Steuart  of  C4randtullv  ami  Ladv  Jane  Douglas,  sister  of 
the  Duke  of  Douglas.  If  ])e  succeeiled  in  establishing  that  he 
was,  h.e  was  entitled  to  claim  the  estates  of  the  la-t  Duke 
of  Douglas,  who  had  died  in  17t)l.  Tlie  guardian>  of  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  tlien  a  minor,  o])posed  him,  maintaining 
that  lie  was  the  son  of  poor  parents,  a  Fivnchman  and  his  Avife, 
from  whom  Lady  Jane  and  lier  husband  had  fraudulently 
obtained  him.  The  date  of  his  birth  was  said  to  be  July  1748. 
IJoth  Sir  John  Steuart  and  Lady  Jane  were  now  dead. 

The  case,  sim})le  as  the  actual  issue  was,  presented  formid- 
able dilticulties  from  the  complicated  nature  of  tlie  e\idence. 
The  judges  were  ecjually  divided  ;  and  Lortl  President  Dundas 
gave  his  casting  vote  against  the  claimant. 

Public  feeling  was  entirely  in  favour  of  the  other  \  iew  of 
the  case:  and  the  Presiilent"s  vote  was  most  unpopular  in  Ldin- 
burgh.  The  result  was  tliat  wjien,  in  February  1 7()!),  the 
House  of  Lords  reverseil  the  decision  of  the  Coiu't  of  Session, 
the  city  was  in  an  uproar  of  joy.  The  Presiilent's  hou-e  was 
attacked  on  the  evening  of  the  Hd  of  March.  The  windows  were 
destroyedi ;  an  attem})t  was  made  to  break  in  the  door;  and 
the  family  were  much  alai-med.  On  the  following  morning  he 
was  insulted  on  his  way  to  Court  ;  and  the  mob  threatened  to 
pull  liim  out  of  his  chair.  Put  the  pre'^ence  of  a  few  troops  of 
dragoons  soon  put  an  end  to  the  disturbances.^ 

In  the  meantime,  tlie  President's  brother,  Henry  Dundas, 
was  rising  liigh  in  the  profession  of  tlie  law.  He  had  been 
appointeil  Solicitor-Cieneral  in  17(JG,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty- 

1  Lord  Justlcc-Clcrk  Milk-r  to  I.or.l  Kochfon!,  3d  March  1769,  State  Papers, 
Scotland.     There  are  iv:  Ietter>  on  lliis  i.r.l>ieLt  in  the  Arniston  Collection. 
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four,  and  when  lie  had  only  l)cen  tluvc  years  at  the  bar:  a'.id 
it  was  ah'eady  seen  tliat  Ins  career  would  eiiual,  if  not  surpass. 
that  of  anv  member  of  ln"s  family.  The  ^re-at  l^onl  Man-tit-Ki. 
who  met  him  in  J.oiulon,  writes  to  the  Pre>ident  :  "• '^'our 
brotlier  will  certain! \  <;-o  as  far  as  his  career  can  carry  hini  : 
and  his  sliort  visit  lias  been  of  use  to  him.  There  is  'j:vc:i[ 
difference  between  beinji;  personally  known,  and  by  name  only. 
let  it  sound  c\er  so  hin-h."'  lie  hatl  not  yet  entered  I'arlia- 
nient,  but  was  resolved  to  re))resent  Midlothian,  as  his  brotiier 
had  done  before  him.  The  .Vi'iiiston  iiiiiuence  was  not  at  th.i- 
time  absolutely  supreme  in  the  c-ounty,  ami  occasionally  ditli- 
culties  arose,  as  the  foUowin^'  letters  show: — 

Mk.  Jons  l)AI.l;^  Mi'i.K.  In  Loud  Pi!f>n)F.NT  Dinpas. 

Mv  LuHD^ — A  tliiiii^'  witli  w  hich  my  father.  Sir  ^Villi;l)u.  sur- 
prised me  lately  makes  me  troul)Ie  yoiu-  Lordslii})  with  these  lines. 
He  says  your  Lordship  complaiiud  to  him  that  I  do  not  use  to 
salute  you  when  I  pass  you  on  the  street,  nor  to  })ay  yon  proper 
respects  in  the  Court.  This  is  sU})posinii-  me  so  perfect  a  UhA. 
that  I  cannot  let  it  stick  without  assuring-  your  Lordship  tliat 
anything  of  that  kind  is  altogether  accidental  and  unde^iirned 
on  my  ])ail. 

I  would  the  less  have  indulged  such  childishness,  that  Davy 
Dalrymple^  last  winter  repeated  to  nie  a  conversation  which  passed 
betwixt  you,  Lord  Coalston,  and  Auchinleck  on  my  account,  in 
which  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  you.  I  did  at  that  time  think' 
of  e\})ressing  my  sen->e  of  it.  but  visits  in  that  way  look  so  like 
flatten,-  and  design,  and  particularly  in  one  so  little  a})t  to  stnop 
as  I  am,  that  I  did  not  do  it,  the  more  so  that  I  thought  y-m 
could  not  fail  to  see  that  I  must  have  a  just  sense  of  it. 

A  good  many  years  ago  I  otlered  to  your  LonKhip  to  declare 
to  all  that  I  held  this  county  from  you,  and  to  restore  it  to  your 
family  at  the  end  of  seven  years.  When  this  was  rejected,  I  took 
up  with  other  friends,  yet  e\en  then  tlie  tirst  public  visit  I  paid 
was  to  you,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  repeat  the  same  offer.  If 
this  showed  a  disiuelination  to  connect  %\ith  your  Lord^hii).  I 
know  not  what  that  word  means. 

Your  Lordship  will  permit  me  to  mention  to  you  th  it  thou^fli 
I  know  a  way  by  which  alxne  twenty  votes  can  be  created  in  thi-^ 


1  Either  Lord  Hai!c<  or  Lord  We.thal! 
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comity  in  an  hour,  and  know  a  man  who  would  be  very  i^lad  of 
such  a  secret,  yet  I  liave  kept  it  to  myself,  so  little  idea  ha\e  1  of 
doing-  things  from  wantoness  that  are  disa<jreeal)le  to  vou. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  w  itli  very  great  res))fet,  mv  Lord, 
your  very  obedient  hund)]e  servant, 

John  Dai.uvmi'i.J:;.! 
KniXtUiRnu,  Moiday,  iStliJaii.  1766. 

Heni!V  Ulndas  io  his  llrolhcr  The  Loiu)  Puksidext. 

Ei)iM;rK(.;  u,  2']!'/:  S:/.'.  1770. 

Mv  DEAR  Lord, — I  was  obliged  to  come  to  tow  n  last  night,  for 
some  days,  upon  some  business  which  I  have  not  got  tinished 
before,  and  did  not  cluise  longer  to  delay.  Soon  after  coming 
John  Davidson  called  U])on  me,  as  a  common  friend  betwixt  Sir 
Alexander  Ciilmour-  and  me,  with  a  message  from  Sir  Alexander, 
to  this  purpose,  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  explain  the  ground 
of  it,  but  thai  it  was  not  impossible  there  might  be  a  re-election 
in  this  county  before  long;  that  having  heard  from  ditferent 
quarters  that  I  was  making  great  impressions  upon  the  county  of 
Midlothian,  he  wished  to  know  from  the  first  authority  upon 
what  footing  he  might  consider  himself  in  that  respect.  Mv 
answer  immediately  was  that  I  could  not  speak  with  absolute 
precision  upon  the  subject  of  a  re-election  speedily  to  happen 
without  having  other  things  understood  betwixt  us  with  regard  to 
futm-e  contingencies,  and  desired  M'"  Davidson  and  him  to  call 
upon  me  this  forenoon,  which  they  just  now  did. 

The  general  purport  of  the  conversation  was  this  :  that  I 
wished  to  be  in  Parliament  next  general  election,  and  had  no 
desire  for  it  sooner,  that  every  consideration  led  me  to  cast  my 
eyes  upon  the  county  of  Midlothian,  that  I  had  a  most  sincere 
affection  for  him,  and  a  very  great  aversion  to  divide  old  con- 
nexions in  the  county ;  on  the  contrart/,  as  well  for  my  own  s.d^e 
personally  as  for  the  sake  of  others  in  my  family,  who  mii-ht 
hereafter  have  the  same  views  as  I  have,  I  wished  if  [)os>ihie  to 
keep  it  whole  and  entire.  In  short,  that  if  we  could  both  be  in 
Parliament,  so  much  the  better,  but  if  that  could  not  be  the  case, 
I  hoped  he  would  not  attempt  to  divide  the  county.  Me  readily 
agreed  that  I  asked  no  more  than  he  thought  reasonable.  He 
then  added  that  I  might  be  convinced  from  what  he  now  saitl 
that  he  had  no  desire  to  set  up  a  separate  interest  in  this  count} . 

'  Aficrwards  Sir  John  Dalryniple,  father  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  Karls  of 
Stair.  •-*  M.P.Vor  Midlothian. 
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unci  therefore  hoped  that  the  jiartieiihir  ])assioii  I  nii^-ht  have  to 
represent  this  eounty  -would  not  induce  me  to  insist  upon  that 
prefei-ence^  ii'  the  consequence  thereof  should  be  a  total  exclusion 
of  him  from  I'arliament,  -while  at  the  same  time  events  might 
occur  whereby  v.e  might  be  enabled  to  sit  in  Parliament  together. 
My  answer  was  that  if  tAvo  seats  should  cast  uj)  I  still  must  insist 
upon  his  yielding  up  this  county  and  betake  himself  to  the  other, 
except  it  could  be  supposed  that  an  event  should  happen  of  any 
set  of  electors  being  determined  not  to  accept  of  him  but  willing 
to  accept  of  me. 

In  that  case  I  fairly  owned  that  my  desire  not  to  divide  the 
county,  old  connexions  aiul  my  regard  for  him,  who  did  not 
ap})car  desirous  to  set  up  any  independent  interest^  would  incline 
me  to  leave  the  re})resentation  of  the  county  with  him  rather 
than  that  he  should  be  put  in  a  situation  (1  mean  out  of  Parlia- 
ment) which  I  knew,  as  his  aflairs  were  circumstanced,  would  be 
highly  inconvenient  for  him. 

Our  conversation  to  the  above  })urjiort  ended  with  me  telling 
him  that  what  I  said  was  what  occurred  to  myself  upon  this 
subject,  and  that,  although  from  any  conversation  I  ever  had  With 
you  upon  the  subject,  I  had  no  reason  to  think  that  you  had 
inclination  towards  him  anyways  more  unfa\()urable  than  I  had, 
yet  it  was  highly  necessary  that  the  matter  should  be  understood 
in  your  presence  and  under  your  ap})robation,  after  which  our 
final  resolutions,  if  cordial,  should  never  go  farther. 

I  have  sent  this  by  express  to  let  you  know  this  interview. 
which,  tho'  unexpected,  I  am  glad  it  has  hap])ened. 

I  supjHise  the  imexpected  early  meetings  of  Parliament  has 
brought  it  sooner  on. 

Sir  Alexandei-,  M*"  Davidson,  and  the  l-'dmonstone  people,  I  mean 
Wauchope  and  his  wife,  dine  at  Melville  to-morrow,  as  it  is  the 
only  day  I  will  be  there  for  a  fortnight,  and  I  wished  this  matter 
fully  adjusted.  I  have  sent  this  so  soon,  in  the  ho]ies  you  will  bt- 
able  to-morrow  to  dine  at  Melville,  where  we  may,  in  prestnoe  of 
M"^  Davidson,  have  some  minutes  conversations  with  Sir  Alexander 
before  dinner. — "^'ours  sincerely,  Henry  Dundas. 

Ultimately  Henry  Dinuhis  suci-eftied  in  seeuring  his  election. 
and  was  returnetl  as  member  for  the  ecnaitv  at  tlie  general 
election  of  1774.  At  the  age  of  thirty-three,  on  the  24tli  of 
IMav  1775,  lie  was  aj)i)ointe(i  Lord  .\dvoeate  in  tlie  GoAcrn- 
nient  of  Lord  North. 
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Luiii)  MwsFiKi.D  lo  llu'  Luiu)  Pkksioknt. 

BLOOMbKL'RV.  ^-i  May  1775. 

Mv  DKAU  L()HD,- — As  your  brotlier  has  much  more  than 
answered  the  expectations  I  ijave,  that  notwithstanding  it  came 
at  so  early  a  period  of  his  hie.  lie  would  do  credit  to  his  first 
promotion^  and  honour  to  those  who  espoused  him,  I  cannot  help 
congratulating  your  Lordshij)  upon  the  fortuitous  concourse  of 
circumstances  which  has  opened  the  way  to  his  second  advance- 
ment, and  wish  you  joy  of  it,  and  of  the  certain  success  which 
can't  fail  to  attend  him  in  the  career  he  has  still  to  run.  I  have 
recommended  his  successor,  which  I  would  not  ha\  e  done,  tho' 
he  has  a  call  of  connexion  ii})on  me,  if  I  had  not  believed  him 
qualified  to  fill  the  ofliee  with  some  reputation.  I  feel  myself 
pledged  for  the  figure  he  shall  make. 

I  can  think  of  no  way  so  effectual  to  assert  his  endeavours,  as 
to  beg  your  friendship,  countenance,  and  protection  to  him.  If 
you  find  he  has  merit,  lend  a  kind  hand  to  lift  it  up  and  show  it 
to  the  world.  I  Hatter  myself  you  cannot  have  a  stronger  motive 
than  that  of  douig  a  very  sensible  pleasure  to  your  most  aff.  ob. 
humble  servant,  Mansfield. 

A  voluminous  correspondence  ])assed  between  Henrv  Dundas 
and  the  President  from  this  time  until  1783.  Besides  tlie  re- 
marks upon  the  progress  of  political  events  during  tliese  stirring- 
years,  the  corres})ondence  freijuently  turnetl  upon  the  cliange 
which  was  about  to  alter  the  future  course  of  Henrv  Dundas'.s 
life.  Tliough  still  liokling  only  the  suljordinate  otHee  of  Lord 
Advocate,  his  ;d)ilitv  for  business,  aiul  his  skill  in  debate,  had 
})laced  liini  in  the  front  rank  of  the  sup})orters  of  (iovernment. 
Of  his  position  in  Parliament  he  was  fully  aware,  and  the 
charm  of  its  combined  power  and  indejiendence  was  among  the 
reasons  which  delaved  liis  acceptance  of  otHces  wliich  were 
pressed  upon  him.  Aloreover,  he  was  devotedly  attaciied  to 
the  Scottish  bar,  proud  of  his  position  as  its  leader,  and  most 
unwilling  to  cpiit  it  entirelv.  Son  of  one  l*resident,  and 
brotlier  of  another,  lie  saw  before  Inin  the  succession  to  the 
President's  Chair,  to  wjiich  he  could  look  forward  at  the  close 
of  his  parliamentary  career.  And  even  after  his  resolution  to 
resign  tlie  office  of  \a)\\\  .\(i\()cate  had  been  taken,  he  e\])res>es 
in  a  letter  to   his  brother,  in  October  178^,  his  doire  to  retain 
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the  post  of  Dean  of  the  I'acultv  of  Advocates,  as  a  l)atli:'e  to 
indicate  tliat  liis  connection  with  the  Scottisii  bar  was  not  to 
be  totally  cHssolved. 

While  his  brother  was  thus  tlisjilavinu-  his  ability  to  main- 
tain the  credit  of  the  family,  the  Pre>ident"s  chihlren  w^re 
growing-  uj),  and  i;t)ing  out  into  the  wdrld.  D\  his  first  iiiar- 
riage,  to  Miss  Ikillie  of  I.aniington,  he  had  fovu"  daughter>, 
and  by  his  second  marriage,  to  Miss  Jean  (irant,  Lord  Pre-ton- 
grang^s  daughter,  lie  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Hi^ 
eldest  son,  liobert,  wa^  onlv  a  lad  of  seventeen  when  liis  liiicle 
Ilem-y  became  Lord  .Xchocate;  but,  as  ^\e  shall  afterwanls  see, 
he  was  himself  destined  to  fill  that  I'esponsible  office,  and  to 
end  his  davs  U])on  the  bench. 

The  first  of  the  President's  daughters  to  marrv  was  ^[i<s 
Elizabeth  lliillie  or  l^undas,  and  the  choice  which  she  made  was 
not  at  all  in  accoi-dance  uith  her  father's  wishes. 

Lonn  lATri'.i.TON  fu  l^UEsiuLN-r  Dinuas. 

TvSliRlDC.K  Wi'.Ll.^,  Al/iT.    15,    17c  I. 

Mv  Lu[;d^ — I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  M:->s 
Bailey  at  this  place,  and  as  I  find  she  is  to  pass  the  year  in  Eno- 
land,  I  cannot  help  beg,j;in;i-  to  have  the  honour  of  her  company 
at  my  house  in  Worcestershire  in  the  month  of  Octobei-,  Avhen  my 
daughter,  and  I  believe  my  sister,  will  be  there  to  attend  her.  It 
would  give  me  the  iireatest  pleasure  to  show  her,  bv  mv  br^t 
attentions  at  Hai-ley,  the  grateful  sense  I  have  of  the  many 
favours  I  received  from  your  Lordship  in  Scotland.  1  see  with 
all  the  joy  of  a  most  sincere  friend  that  time,  and  your  care  and 
cultivatioi!,  have  brouyht  to  })erfection  all  that  her  amiable  infancy 
promised  when  I  was  at  Arniston.  To  have  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  her  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  my  dauijiitcr. 
I  may  venture  to  say  tluit  tlie  i;-oodness  of  my  girl's  heart  and  the 
innocence  of  her  manners  make  her  a  safe  companion,  and  in  Mi-s 
Bailey  she  -will  sec  w  hat  my  fondest  wishes  -svoukl  have  her  to  be. 
You  will  therefore  lay  me  under  a  great  obligation,  if  you  will 
l)ermit  >bss  Bailey  and  Mrs.  Whitney  to  pass  some  time  with  us. 
I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  add  that  Miss  Bailey  is  in  every 
respect  so  amiable  that  f  will  not  venture  my  son's  be:!!:!  at 
Hagley  at  the  same  time,  it  a  passion  he  mi<j;ht  perhai)S  entertain 
for  a  younij  lady  of  such  unconnnon  merit  would  certainly  meet 
with  your  ilisapprohation. 
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1  beg  my  most  respectful  coinplimeiits  to  Mrs.  Duiulas,  aiul 
have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  shicerest  respect  and  attach- 
ment,— My  Lord,  your  Lordshi})'s  most  ol)li<>cd  and  most  o!)i(lR-i;t 
servant,  L^  itki.t.jn. 

Please  to  direct  to  me  at  my  house  in  C'urzon  Street,  near 
Berkeley  Square,  l-ondon. 

The  writer  of  the  fortnoinii,-  letter  was  Sir  Ge()ri2,e  l.yttelton. 
who  had  been  created  Lord  Lyttelton  in  1757.  Llis  dauiihter 
of  wliom  he  s])eaks  v.as  Luev,  who  nuu'ried  in  1707  the 
\"iscount  Valentia,  su])se(|uently  created  llarl  of  Monnhiorris. 
Lord  Lyttelton  died  in  177''>. 

"Miss  Baillie""  was  President  Dundas"s  eldest  daughter 
Elizabeth,  who  on  the  tleath  of  her  brotlier  William  succeeded 
to  lier  niotlier's  estates  of  Laniini^ton  and  Penston.  At  the 
time  Lord  Lyttelton's  letter  was  written,  tlie  young  heiress  had 
been  sent  for  a  year  to  lilngland  under  eliarge  of  Mrs,  ^^'hitney 
for  tlie  conipleti(~»n  of  her  education.  A  little  later  ]Miss  liaillie 
met  Captain  John  Lockhart,  and  with  the  connivance  of  3tlrs. 
Whitney  engaged  herself  to  Captain  Lockhart  without  hei- 
father's  knowledge  or  ap})roval  of  the  match.  The  l*resident 
was  excessively  angry  at  the  conduct  of  his  daughter  and  ot 
iNIrs.  Whitney  ;  but  he  seems  later  to  liave  forgiven  her  want 
of  respect,  and  to  have  been  on  affectionate  terms  with  her 
husband.  Captain  Lockhart  idtiniately  succeeded  to  his 
family  lionours,  and  became  Aihniral  Sir  John  Lockhart  Koss, 
having  assumed  tlie  latter  name  on  succeeding  his  uncle, 
General  lioss  of  Balnagowan.' 

Another  of  the  President's  daughters,  Anne,  was  marrieil 
to  George  Buchan  of  Kelloe,  in  April  177'3  ;  ami  in  June  of 
the   same   year,   a   third,   ]\Lu-garet    Dundas,   was    married    to 


^  The  immediate  desceadani5  of  Sir  John  Locklmrt  Ko-,5  and  Mi-s  Dundas 
or  Baillie  were  : — 1st.  Sir  Charles,  tie  married  first  Matilda  Theresa,  daughter 
of  Count  Lockhart  of  Caruwath,  by  whom  he  had  a  daughter  Matilda,  who 
married  in  1S12  Captain,  afterwards  Admiral,  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane.  Their 
son,  Alexander  Baillie  Cochrane,  succeeded  to  his  motlier's  estates,  and  in  iSio 
was  created  Baron  Lamington.  Before  marriage  she  had  inherited  the  estate 
of  Old  Liston,  and  had  assumed  the  name  of  Wishavt.  Sir  Charles  married 
secondly  Lady  Mary,  daughter  of  second  Duke  of  Leinster,  !iy  wIkiu  he  had 
a  son,  Sir  Charles,  wlio  inherited  Balnagowan,  2d.  Captain  James  Kos-.  Ho 
married  Catherivie  Farqidiarson,  heiress  of  Invercauld,  by  whom  he  had  a  son, 
James  Ro^s  Farquharson  of  Lnvercauld. 


188  AUNISTOX  MEMOIRS.  [1773. 

(rencml  Jolin  Scott  of  Baleoniie.  IMiss  IVii-oy,  as  she  ^vas 
called,  dill  not  flv  in  her  lather's  i'ace  as  her  sister  Elizaheth 
had  done,  as  a})pears  from  the  letters  written  at  the  time  the 
marriage  was  beini>-  arrangfcL 

The  correspondence  commences  by  ^liss  Peggv,  in  terms 
savouring  strongly  of  the  complete  letter-writer,  informing  her 
father  of  Geiieral  Scott's  offer  of  marriage.  "  The  love  and 
affection,'"  she  begins,  "  vou  ha\e  alwavs  had  towards  all  your 
children  merits  the  retm-n  of  filial  dutv  from  inclination  as 
well  as  prinei])al ""  (v/V). 

General  Scott  connuences  by  ex])ressing  his  ha])piness  at 
receiving  the  ladv's  consi-nt,  ami  '•  the  flattering  circumstance  of 
lier  being  confident  tliat  it  will  receive  your  Lordship's  entire 
approbation."  IIo\\e\er,  "as  he  is  anxious  to  avoid  any  innieces- 
sary  delav,*'  he  plunges  at  once  /';/  wcd'ias  res,  and  enters  into 
his  views  on  marriage  settlements.  He  thinks  a  jointure  of 
^TOOO  a  vear  suitable,  half  to  be  forfeited  in  the  event  of  re- 
marriage. ]?ut  "as  the  jewels  he  has  already  foolishly  bought " 
are  too  valuable  to  come  mider  the  head  of  paraphernalia  he 
will,  at  his  death,  becjueath  to  his  widow  .^^2000  in  their  stead. 
As  to  children,  the  General  considers  it  to  be  highly  improper 
that  they  should  be  made  in  any  shape  independent  of  their 
})arents,  and  he  reminds  the  President  that  his  Lordshij)  some 
years  ago  foimd  the  bad  effects  of  an  heiress  being  indepentlent 
of  her  father.  In  a  sulv-ecpient  letter  to  his  bride,  the  General 
most  iiandsomelv  insists  that  her  fortune  shall  l)e  divided  be- 
tween her  two  unmarried  sisters,  as  an  addition  to  tlieirs. 

The  I'residen.t  rej»lied  to  (General  Scott  assuring  him  that 
"his  sentiments  as  to  indepeiulency  of  children  coin.cidetl 
strongly  with  his  own.  He  had  seen  it  to  be  a  soiu'ce  of  vexa- 
tion and  disap})ointment  to  ])arents  {this  you  will  say  I  once 
felt),  and  of  ruin  and  destruction  to  the  children  themsebes."  ^ 

General  Scott  concluiles  the  correspondence  bv  insisting, 
through  Henrv  Dunchis.  ujion  jiroviding  the  trousseau  for  his 
bride.  I'or,  he  sa\s,  "  it  is  ridiculous  that  anybody  should  clothe 
another  man's  w  ife."  "  In  short,"'  continues  Henry  Duiulas.  "  he 
means  to  be  su})erb  in  everything,  and  let  him  be  indulged." 

'  The  chililrcn  of  this  niarrinj^e  were  three  ilaut;hter-^ — i.  Henrietta,  m.  the 
fourth  Duke  uf  I'drtlanil.  2.  Lucy,  m.  the  nintli  Earl  of  Moray.  3.  M.^rj^aret. 
ni.  the  Kt.  Hon.  (ieiu\;e  Cannini^. 
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These  letters  were  \s  ritten  in  March.  "  I  suspect,"  savs 
Ilenrv  ])iiii(las.  "the  Scotch  wh.ini  of  not  iiiarryinu-  in  Mav 
will  put  ofl  the  atlair  till  June."'  Ami  so  it  was.  In  the 
marriage-contract,  signed  at  Arniston  on  tlie  9t!i  of  .June 
1TT3,  General  Scott  renounces  the  "tocher"  intended  for  ^liss 
Dundas,  and  requests  that  it  may  be  ap}ilied  to  increasing  the 
portions  of  her  sisters  Henrietta  and  Atnie. 

Henriett.'i  Dundas  accepted  the  hand  of  Captain  Adan) 
Duncan,^  11. X.,  in  177T,  and.  bv  doing  so,  dismissed  another 
suitor,  whose  letters  (which,  even  at  this  distance  of  time,  it 
would  be  cruel  to  ])ublisli)  show  that  he  sulfered  the  most 
bitter  disap]iointment. 

Lastly,  INIiss  Gri/.zel  Dundas  A\as  married,  in  Se])tend)er 
l'/T8,  to  Ailam  Colt  of  Auldliame. 

The  family,  thus  graihiallv  diminishing  in  number,  lived  in 
Edinburgh  during  winter,  and  at  Arniston  in  summer. 

The  President's  Edinl)urgh  house  was  considered  in  those 
days  as  almost  out  of  town.  It  was  built  by  himself  on  a  site 
which  latelv  was  known  as  Adam  S(iuare,  a  b.lock  of  buildin<'-s, 
as  those  ^vho  know  Edinburgli  may  Vecollect,  which  stood  at 
the  corner  of  the  South  Bridge,  close  to  the  University  Buikl- 
ings.  Adam  Scjuare  was  ])ulled  down  in  ISTl  ;  and  the 
President's  old  house  had  then  been  occupied  for  some  time  as 
a  shop  and  warehouse.  The  drawing-room  was  a  handsome 
room  with  a  panelled  ceiling ;  ami  the  chimnev-piece  belong- 
ing to  it  is  now  in  the  dining-room  at  Arniston. 

The  Pre>ident  made  considerable  additions  to  the  estate  of 
Arniston.  In  1T'">'>  he  purchased  the  Barony  of  Shank,  for 
.£'3000,  from  the  descendants  of  Sir  George  Mackenzie  of 
llosehaugh  (the  "  Bloody  ^Mackenzie") ;  and  otlier  purchases  of 
lands  were  maile  between  that  time  and  1777. 

\'arious  changes,  too,  were  made  in  the  grounds.  ,\  new 
garden  was  formed,  witii  a  pond,  wiiich  was  stoiked  with  trout 
from  Dudilingston  Loch.  Hothouses  were  built,  and  otlier 
modern  luxuries  introducetl. 

The  improvements  made  upon  the  mansiou-house  and 
pleasure  grountls  at  Arniston  bv  the  second  Presiilent  Duncias 
are  described  by  Chief  Baron  Dumlas  in  the  .a[s,  narrative  from 
which  quotations  have  already  been  made  : — 

^  Afterwards  crcj.itcJ  Viscount.  Duncan,  on  gaining;  tlie  battle  uf  Caniper.JoNsn. 
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"  Tlu'  first  President  ])iii)cl;is  tlied  in  1 753,  leaving-  tiie  Iiounl- 
unlinislieil.  As  aiveady  related  lie  ])ulled  down  the  okl  chateau, 
witli  the  excej)ti()ii  oi'  the  oak  room  and  the  vaults  beneath, 
round  thive  siiles  of  which  the  modern  house  is  built.  lli> 
son,  the  second  Tresident,  built  the  addition  to  the  west  of  the 
old  house,  consisting;'  of  the  ))resent  dinin2;-room  antl  drawing- 
room,  and  the  rooms  ai)o\e.  lie  also  completed  the  diii'erent 
odices  which  had  been  left  uniinislied  at  his  father's  death. 
Some  time  abt)ut  1TG4-'  lie  remo\ed  the  kitchen  garden  from 
east  of  the  stal)les  to  its  ))resent  site,  and  at  the  same  time 
took  down  the  cascade  which  his  father  had  built  in  the 
Fountainhead  l\u'k.  His  plantations  in  the  innnediate  neii;']i- 
bourliood  of  the  house  were — 

"  1st.  The  wood  called  Thomson's  IJraes,  w  Inch  now  cont;iins 
very  thrivini;-  timber.  It  was  ])kuited  in  the  year  175-5  ;  it  luis 
been  regularly  thinnetl  from  time  to  time  by  him  and  me.  I 
cut  down  three  vears  ago  (1S05)  aii  ash  which  stood  too  near 
to  the  large  chestnut  in  the  haugh  under  the  rock,  which  sold 
for  two  guineas. 

**  iid.  About  the  year  17.3()  my  father  ])lanted  up  the  small 
park  calleel  at  that  time  the  Kawnuiir,  west  of  the  Hunters 
Park,  which  now  forms  part  of  the  high  wood,  and  the  lower 
division  of  which  is  thriving  timber.  At  the  u])per  end.  next 
the  C'astleton  march,  an  old  earthen  moiaid  and  ditch  still 
remaining,  there  was  a  long  belt  of  Scots  fir  planted  by  mv 
grandfather  which  ran  from  the  to})  of  the  Diamond  eastwanl 
as  far  as  the  Witches  ]\nowc.  I  remember  these  trees  when  I 
was  a  ])oy  ;  my  father  cut  them  all  down  about  the  year  17(3^5. 

'"'3d.  In  17G(),  by  A\'illiam  Cranston's'-  information,  mv 
father  ])lanted  the  Diamond,  })art  of  which  now  forms  the 
South  Lawn,  and  is  included  by  me  in  it  (1812).  I  was  at 
the  e\})ense  in  181;3-14  of  tliguing,  fallowing,  and  trenching 
all  this  field,  ami  of  grubi)ing  u})  all  the  useless  and  bad  trees, 
and  sowing  it  oW  with  grass  seeds.  In  winter  1810,  when  the 
old  road  to  C'arrington  was  sto))peil,  I  extended  the  shrubbery 
round  to  the  gardener's  house,  and  plantetl  the  clump  innne- 
tiiately  to  the  east  of  the  house. 


^  In  1763  there  is  in  the  factor's  ];ook  an  entry  of  a  payment  for  lime  for  build- 
ing the  new  garden  wail. 
*  Forester  at  Arui.ston. 
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"  4tli.  In  177b*,  \\l)eii  inv  mother  fbnneil  the  walk  down  to 
tiie  Sliank,  iiiv  fatlier  planted  uj)  the  wet  bank  inmiediatelv 
under  the  Deathnanlees  ;  al>o  the  small  haui>;h  under  the  Hut 
above  the  Ited  rock  ojtjjosite  to  Carriiiii'ton.  The  oaks  there 
are  in  a  thrivin<>;  state.  .Vll,  or  a  greater  part  of  the  larches 
were  cut  down  in  1809-10,  and  used  in  Outerston^  farm-house. 

"  5th.  'i'he  belt  from  tlie  Auchenshadow  Beech  Knowe  east- 
wards to  the  turnpike  road  at  rirnhall,  or  Lumsden's  Gate,- 
was  originally  formed  by  my  father  in  1775,  at  tiie  same  time 
tliat  he  planted  the  belt  at  the  Baker's  Avenue." 

This  attention  to  the  beautv  of  wooiis  and  parks  was  now 
s})reading  among  tiie  great  lantlowners  of  Scotland.  'J'lie 
formality  and  stillness  with  which  tliey  laid  out  their  grounds 
was  in  keeping  with  tliat  ])unctilious  attention  to  small  matters 
of  etiquette  wjiich  cliar.icterised  their  social  intei-cour>e,  witli 
tlie  artiiicial  nature  of  a  great  deal  of  tlieir  dailv  life,  the 
powtler,  the  ]:)atches,  ami  the  enormous  head-pieces,  l^ut  sucli 
defects  were  soon  removed  by  tlie  exuberance  of  nature  ;  and 
the  jirogress  of  time  has  rapidly  (^hanged  the  straight,  formal 
avenues,  and  prim  row  s  of  trees,  into  scenes  of  natural  beauty. 

From  the  household  books  of  the  President's  familv,  some 
idea  inav  be  gcithered  of  the  style  of  living,  and  cost  of  food, 
in  Scotland  from  the  middle  of  last  century  until  about  the 
year  1780.  Hens  cost  sixpence,  and  chickens  threepence  eacli. 
Grouse  and  partridges  sold  for  sixpence  a  bird.  Ducks  co>t  a 
shilling,  and  turkeys  about  three  shillings.  Eggs  a\eraged 
about  threepence  a  dozen.  IMutton  was  the  kintl  of  butcher 
meat  of  which  most  was  consumed;  while  rabbits,  ])lo\ers,  .>nij)e, 
and  woodcock  were  freijuent  articles  of  diet.  The  price  of 
beef  was  frt)m  three})ence  to  threepence  half])cnjiy  the  pound. 
Nuts,  oranges,  pomegranates,  antl  grape>  wtre  procured  from 
Covent  Garden,  the  grapes  costing  one  shilling  a  pound. 

The  wages  paid  to  servants  are  tluly  recorded.     There  was 
a  man  cook,  at  VS  a  vear,  and  an  imder-cook  who  received  J.*.'3. 
Tlie  butler  hail  X"rZO  a  year,  and  Mrs.  Dundas's  maid  £'6,  10s. 
There   is   little  about  sporting  matters   among  the   ])rivate 

^  This  larch  timber  lasted  until  1S75,  when  the  house  had  to  be  almost 
entirely  renewed,  owing  to  decay. 

-  The  Lodge  of  this  old  gaie  was  taken  down  in  1S75. 
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letters  of  this  period;  but  oceasionally  lioiiuils  utul  '•  hunting^ 
bv  which  |)rt)bal)lv  foiuNiiin-  is  nie;itil;,  are  spoken  of.  Game 
prcser\-ini;-  \\a^  not  strict  at  that  time;  and  it  is  anutsing  to 
find  tlie  Lonl  J*residenl  reeeiving,  at  .the  end  of  August  17.SL\ 
a  note  witli  what  \\ould  now  ])e  considered  a  very  cool  reijuest  : 
"The  olHcei-s  of  the  lloyal  Dragoons  ({iiartered  at  Dalkeith 
present  their  compliments  to  tlie  Lord  Presidoit ;  ask  per- 
mission to  shoot  on  his  Lcn-dsJiip's  groimds  in  that  neighljour- 
liood."'  Lord  Arniston  ap[)ears  to  have  l)een  a  little  stagi^ered 
at  the  }:)iospect  of  giving  the  otlieers  of  a  cavalry  regiment  carte 
blanche  to  do  what  they  pleased  among  his  fiekls.  His  answer 
is  an  admirable  specimen  of  combined  conrtesv  and  cantion. 
however.  ^ 

"  Tlie  President,"  he  says,  "•'  ^^•as  favoured  w  ith  a  card  from  the 
officers  of  the  Royal  Dragoons  at  13a]keith.  Could  have  -wished 
to  have  known  particularly  the  gentlemen  who  ask  permission  to 
shoot,  etc.  etc.  The  President  has  a  very  great  regard  for  Colonel 
Goldsworthy^  and  some  others  of  the  reg*.  of  his  personal  acquaint- 
ance, and  is  very  desirous  of  obliging  them,  or  any  other  officers 
of  that  regiment.  Shall,  therefore,  make^  them  welcome  to  hunt 
for  partridges  on  his  grounds  of  Stobhill  and  Kirkhill,  -which  are 
those  adjacent  to  them — persuaded  himself  that  these  liberties 
■will  not  be  abused.  Indeed,  he  must  fairly  explain  himself  that 
he  understands  this  liberty  is  to  be  confined  to  the  gentlemen 
themselves  shooting  for  their  amusement,  and  that  they  will  not 
permit  any  other  person  whatever  to  hunt.  The  fields  in  question 
are  reckoned  among  the  very  best  for  hounds  in  this  country  ; 
and  as  the  Pres'^  good  friend,  Sir  Arch.  Hoj^e  (indeed  his  own 
son),  often  sport  there  (if  the  Pres.  himself  seldom  or  never 
courses  a  hare)  ;  and  therefore  is  confident  if  the  officers  will,  in 
no  shape,  destroy  any  hares,  he  knows  they  are  welcome  to  the 
share  the  sport  of  hounds  hunting."^ 

The  imjirovement  of  tlie  country  in  agriculture,  interrujitetl 
for  a  few  years  by  the  Kebellion  of  1745,  was  carried  on  witii 
renewed  vigour  during  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  factor's  books  at  Arniston  dvu'ing  that  ])eriod 
show  a  continuous   expenditure  upon  building,  pbmting,  and 

^  If  the  President's  composition  seems  faulty,  it  must  be  recollccte'-i  that  only 
a  rough  draft  of  his  letior  has  lieen  preserved. 
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enclosing.  A  niarketl  inijiroxenieiit  on  the  favni  iMiiklings  is 
observable.  conM'([Uent  U|>on  the  increased  growth  of  green 
eroj)s  and  roots  for  winter  feeding,  and  of  the  greater  attention 
paid  to  the  condition  of  tlie  live  stock  upon  a  farin.  In  ]Mid- 
lothian,  where  building  materials  were  abundant,  and  easv  of 
access,  the  walls  t)f  a  farm  steading  were  solidlv  built  uitli 
stone  and  lime,  tliough  the  roof  still  continued  to  be  covered  with 
"  divots."  These  farm-steadings  were,  of  course,  very  different 
from  tlie  buildings  which  are  now  seen  in  a  lowland  farm  in 
Scotland.  The  farm  Iniiklings  t)n  Arniston  seem  usuallv  to 
have  consisted  of  a  small  handet.  or  cluster  of  cottages  stand- 
ing at  a  short  tbstance  from  each  other;  whose  inlial)itant<. 
in  addition  to  their  onhnarv  work  of  larming  and  home  spiiming. 
carried  on  the  trade  of  lime-burners,  and  carriers  of  lime 
throughout  the  neighbouring  countrv. 

The  increasing  wealth  of  the  countrv  also  began  to  be 
shown  by  the  greater  nund)er  of  tenants  with  capital  sufficient 
to  stock  a  good-sized  farm,  before  whom  the  joint  tenants, 
holding  a  farm  in  counnon,  began  to  disappear.  The  con.->()li^ 
dation  of  small  lioldings  into  laigv  farms  was  also  going  on 
rapidly— ^in  ^Midlotliian  at  all  events.  Among  other  clianges 
the  titlie  or  teind,  as  a  sej)arate  payment  by  tlie  tenant,  was 
being  given  up,  and  was  included  in  the  rent,  as  was  also  tlie 
case  with  a  variety  of  okl  servitudes.  Payments  to  ccnmtrv 
tradesmen,  such  as  joiners,  blacksmiths,  and  otiiers,  were,  how- 
ever, still  made  to  a  consiilerable  extent  in  kind,  as  also  were 
farm  ser\ant>"  wages. 

Home  >pinning  being  still  part  of  the  liusiness  of  tiie  farm. 
the  cottars  were  obliged  to  sow  a  stipulated  (|uaiitity  of  Hax 
seed  in  their  gardens  for  the  supjily  of  the  family. 

TJie  farm  im])lements  continued  to  be  rougli  and  strong, 
such  as  could  be  made  and  rejxiired  at  home — the  ploughs  large 
and  heavy,  and  chviwii  i)y  four  liorses — the  plough  harness  of 
plaited  hemp,  as  shown  bv  tlie  frequent  entry  in  the  factor's 
books  of  '•  hemp  for  the  })loughmen."' 

In  tillage,  the  lantl  was  still  laid  off  in  high  crookeil  ridges, 
with  intervening  spaces  of  unploughed  laiuh 

The  turnips,  wiiich  were  grown  by  enterprising  farmers, 
were  sown  broadcast,  thougli  the  use  of  drills  was  recommended 
as  ]iossessing  the  advantages  of  a  bare  fallow. 

X 
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It  was  also  becoiuiiip;  genLTallv  known  that  sow  n  rve  ura<s 
and  clovi'v  coiiUl  i'cvd  threr  times  as  nnicli  stock  as  the  grow  th 
of  natural  ;L!;rasses. 

The  drainag-e  of  wet  s])ots  of  land  was  being  extensively 
carried  on.  The  drains  Mere  cut  in  the  wet  spots  to  the  lieads 
of  the  springs,  and  Mere  filled  with  small  stones,  brushwood,  or 
straw  to  Mithin  a  foot  of  the  surface.  The  main  ihains  were 
conduits  formed  Mith  large  stones.  In  Kngland,  where  the 
practice  of  draining  Met  pieces  of  land  was  more  general  than 
in  Scotland,  the  drains  were  made  32  inches  deep,  St)  inches 
wide  at  top,  and  i  inches  wide  at  bottom.  When  iilled  with 
small  stones  the  C()>t  was  about  7d.  })er  roil.  It  was  found  that 
by  an  outlav  of  X^'o  or  X"4r  per  acre  on  draining  and  manuring, 
the  rent  of  land  migiit  be  raisfil  from  10s.  to  20s.  per  acre. 

The  following  were  the  terms  of  an  Arniston  lease  in  ITGO  ; 
and  similar  terms  were  jn'obablv  usual  at  that  time  in  Scot- 
land. The  farm  was  that  of  Xewbyres,  and  the  principal 
conditions  of  the  lease  were  as  follows  : — 

Duration,  nineteen  years.  Kent,  £'98  and  six  hens.  Tenant 
to  keep  and  maintain  tMo  hounds  for  the  use  of  the  landlord. 

Thirled  to  Xewbyres  Mill ;  tenant  to  assist  in  keepiny-  the  mill 
dam  and  lade  in  rej)air,  also  to  alloM'  the  tenant  of  the  mill  to  cut 
M'hins  on  Xewbyres  for  the  use  of  the  kihis. 

To  carry,  from  Leith  or  elseM'here,  timber  for  cradlinsr  the  coal- 
pits, for  the  stairs  in  them,  or  for  the  Iodides  ;  also  to  brin^i'  to 
Stobhill  the  furniture  of  any  eoalier  that  may  be  engaged  tor  the 
coal  ^vork. 

Tenant  to  have  the  exclusivt-  ])rivilege  of  brcMing  and  rttailin^' 
ale  Avithin  the  barony  of  XcMbyres. 

Among  the  Arniston  collections  is  a  paper  shoMing  the 
rotation  of  croj)s  proposed  by  the  Secoml  Lord  Presitlent  for 
his  home  firm,  of  which  a  cojty  is  given  as  illustrative  of  the 
ao'riculture  of  the  ilav. 
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17S7.]  DKATH  OF  PRESIDKNT  DUXDAS.  ij): 

111  the  full  possession  of  all  his  faeulties,  and  in  the  enjov 
inent  of  fair  hfaltli,  with  the  exception  of  a  weakness  in  his 
cvesio;hi  whieh  jnxvented  him  readini!;  witli  ease,  the  Lord 
President  lived,  sonietinus  in  I'idinhui-ii'h.  and  sometimes  nt 
Arniston,  until  17ST.  On  the  loth  of  ])eeend)er  of  tluit  yeai-, 
he  dietl  in  his  house  in  Adam  Square,  in  the  seventv-fifth  war 
of  his  aii,e.  "His  la>t  illness."  says  Lord  WootllKnisek'e, 
'■which,  thouii'h  of  short  continuance,  was  violent  in  its  nature. 
he  bore  with  the  g-reatest  mao-nanimity." 

On  hearing  of  the  death  of  the  head  of  the  Court,  Henry 
Erskine,  then  Dean  of  Facultv.  wrote  to  liobert  Dundas,  the 
late  President's  eldest  son,  wlm  had  now  been  Solicitor-Cieneral 
for  three  years  : — 

Mr.  Ersivine  to  Solicitor-Generai.  Dundas.  ' 

Edinburgh,  14  Dii.  17S7. 

Mv  dear  Sni,- — I  condole  with  von  from  the  ])ottom  of  luy 
heart  on  the  unfortunate  event  w  hieli  fias  deprived  you  of  a  worthy 
and  affectionate  parent,  and  the  country  of  a  nu:)st  able,  ujjriuht. 
and  acti\e  Chief  Judye. 

I  need  scarcely  inform  you  that  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  w  ho 
feel  in  a  })eculiar  manner  the  weight  of  this  mistortune,  have 
resolved,  011  their  part,  to  do  everything  on  this  melancholy 
occasion  that  can  show  the  high  respect  they  entertain  for  hi^ 
Loi'dship's  memory,  and  the  regret  they  feel  for  his  death. 

They  have  desired  me  to  expiess  these  their  sentiments  to 
yourself  in  jierson,  and  to  know  from  you,  what  particular  mode 
of  showing  their  feelings  on  the  approaching  funeral  w  ill  be  most 
agreeable  to  the  family,  and  best  suited  to  the  manner  in  wiiich 
that  ceremony  is  proposed  to  be  conducted. 

I  would  not  immediately  ])ress  on  your  present  distress.  l)ut 
will  have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  the  moment  I  learji  that 
it  will  be  agreeable. 

I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  my  feelings  as  an  individual  kee}) 
pace  with  my  conduct  in  my  official  capacity,  as  at  the  head  oi 
the  Facultv,  because  in  adilition  to  my  full  sense  of  the  merits  ot 
the  deceased,  I  recollect  with  grateful  satisfaction  the  many  marks 
I  have  received  of  his  Lordship's  regard  and  affection  t(jwards 
myself  in  circumstances  not  less  honourable  to  him  than  ffittteriug 
to  me. — I  am,  w  ith  real  regartl,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  ol).  laithkd 
servant,  Henry  F.rskine. 


I/!ii^;;:-l 
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The  President  was  hoiunired  hy  a  })u])Iie  fuiRi-al.  Vit'tv 
years  before  the  Bar  of  Seotlaiul  had  met  to  consider  wlietlier 
they  should  attend  the  funeral  of  a  judixe,  and  it  -was  rrsolwd 
not  to  do  so  lest  the  ])rofession  sla)uld  he  brought,  bv  estab- 
lishing such  a  precedent,  "  under  the  dishonourable  necessitv 
of  })ayini^-  extraordinary  outward  compliments  in  future  times 
where  equal  merit  may  not  call  for  the  same  inwai'd  re-}X'ct.'" 
But  on  the  death  of  Loi-d  I'resideiit  Dundas,  such  was  the- 
veneration  felt  for  this  liivat  jud<i'e  that  an  exception  was  madt- 
to  tile  established  rule,  am!  the  l>ar  attended,  witli  tlie  Dean  of 
Faculty  at  their  head.  The  Scots-  Mai^-a::/)ic  thus  descri])es  the 
scene  : — 

'•On  Dec.  18th  his  Lordship's  remains  were  interreti  at  the 
family  burial-place  of  Borthwick.  At  ten  o'clock  before  noon. 
tiie  funeral  ])i-ocession  bepni  from  the  ]*arliament  Close  in  the 
following  order : — 

Town-OtHoers,  two  and  two  ;  tht-ir  halbt-vts  covered  Mitli  crape. 
.Nhice-bearer  and  Sword-bearej-  of  the  city  ;  the  mace 

and  S"\vord  covered  m  ith  cra))e. 

L.ord  Provost,  Magistrates  and  t\)uneil  in  their  robes  ; 

three  and  three. 

Mace-bearer  of  the  University  ;  his  mace  covered  witli  crape. 

Pri}icipal  and  Professors  of  the  University  in  their  i;owns  ; 

three  and  three. 

Foin-  ^blce-l)earers  of  the  Lords  of  Session  ;  two  and  tw(j,       tv 

their  maces  covered  with  cra])e.  t^ 

Lords  of  Ses-iion  in  their  robes  ;  two  and  two.  ,  • 

Principal  Clerks  of  Session,  and  Clerk  of  Teind  Court 

in  their  ijowns  ;  two  and  two. 

Bar-keeper  to  the  Dean  and  Faculty  of  .Vdvocates  in  his  gown  ; 

his  baton  covered  with  crape. 

Dean  and  Faculty  of  Advocates  iu  their  gowns; 

three  and  three. 

Macer  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer;  his  mace  covered  Avitl)  era})*-. 

"Barons  of  Exchequer,  in  their  gowns  and  bands  ;  the  Chief  Baron 

supported  by  tlie  Lord  Advocate  and  I^aron  Norton,  followed 

by  the  ])riucipal   Officers  and  the  Attornies  belonainn- 

to  the  Court,  in  their  gowns;  three  and  three. 

Officer  of  his  Majesty's  Sirjnet,  in  his  i^own  ;   liis  mace  covered 

witli  cra])e. 
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Deputc-KrtpLT,  Coinmissionei-b,  and  Clerks  to  the  Sii-'iiet,  in 
their  gowns  ;  three  and  tlirtf. 
Prest'S  of  the  Agents,  and  his  brethren  ;  thi-ee  and  three.       , 
First  Clerks  of  Achoeates  ;  three  and  three. 

'•  The  proce>>i()n  ])r()cee(led  down  the  Fislnnarket  Close,  up 
the  Horse  Wvnd,  and  along  In'  the  front  of  the  College,  to 
the  Lord  President's  house  in  Adam  S((uare,  where  it  wcut 
round  the  Square  till  the  corpse  was  l)rougiit  oid.  Innnediatch-. 
after  this  the  unites,  etc.,  proeeeiled  forwanl  to  Nieolson  Street. 
where  the  hearse  waited.  At  tiiis  time  the  I'rineipai  and  l''ro- 
fessors  of  tlie  University  reversed  tlieir  maimer  of  walking,  tlie 
junior  Professors  going  lir.st,  and  the  Principal  of  tlie  College 
last.  The  Loril  Provost,  ^Magistrates,  and  Council  ol)ser\ed 
the  same  etiquette,  so  that  the  Lord  Prmost  came  to  walk 
immediatelv  before  the  corpse,  preceded  by  the  sword  and  m,u-e 
bearers.  The  rest  of  tJie  jn-ocession  was  conducted  in  the 
same  order  in  which  it  set  out,  by  which  means  the  Lords  of 
Session  fell  to  take  place  immediately  after  the  cor|)se.  The 
friends  of  the  deceased,  etc.,  walked  after  the  Advocates'  tir-t 
Clerks.  In  this  order  the  whole  procession  moved  on  to 
Nieolson  Street,  where  the  corpse  was  j)ut  into  the  hearse,  and 
conveyed  to  the  place  of  interment,  attended  by  the  relatiiMis 
and  friends  of  the  family  in  mourning  coaches,  and  by  several 
of  the  nobility,  Lords  of  Session,  etc.,  in  their  own  carriages. 
The  great  bell  tolled  tluring  the  procession,  which  was  escorted 
by  the  military  from  the  castle  and  the  city-guard  ;  and  while 
the  bodv  was  conveving  from  Adam  S([uare  to  Nieolson  Street, 
the  band  of  music  belonging  to  the  military  played  the  '  D^ad 
^larch  in  Saul."" 

Lord  President  Dundas  had  risen  to  eminence  by  a  com- 
bination of  familv  influence  and  personal  talent.  He  was 
never  a  lal)orious  student,  or  an  eloi[uent  speaker.  "  \N  hile  he 
continued  at  the  bar,"  says  a  contemporary,  "  he  ilid  not  allow 
business  to  interrupt  his  pleasures.  Though  he  could  have  got 
as  much  employment  in  his  profession  as  any  of  his  conteui- 
poraries,  yet  he  refused  to  be  engaged  in  a  great  many  cau-cs. 
and  confined  himself  to  those  of  the  greatest  importance,  uhicli 
completely  answered  his  views  of  ac([uiring  such  a  character 
and  reputation   in    business,  as  entitled   him  to  be  j)reterred  to 
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the  fir^t  oflices  in  tlif  law  tlc))arti)ient.  As  liis  >|)L'akini:,-  t-'^-^t 
liim  little  trouble,  ami  he  en(Iea\()ureil  to  avoid  the  writiiiu"  of 
paj)ers,  v\jii(.]i  requiixil  umvc  application  am!  ])ains  than  he 
inclined  to  bestow,  he  easily  aeeoniplishcd  his  intention  \\  irh- 
out  subnn'ttinn-  to  much  tlruduvry.  ^^■hen  he  tlitl  undertake  to 
write,  he  executed  well  in  j)oint  of  o-ood  sense  and  ari;un>ent. 
though  lie  might  be  liable  tt)  ci-iticism  in  what  I'egardetl  the 
composition  or  style  of  his  pa])ei-s,  to  which  he  never  }>aitl 
any  attention."' 

His  father,  the  tir>L  President  13uiidas,  bore  the  imprcs>  of 
tiic  seventeenth  century,  though  lie  had  no  share  in  its  tran><- 
actions.  He  woidd  have  held  his  own  among  the  statesmen  of 
the  last  days  of  the  Stuarts.  He  had  tliat  ])eciiliar  suppleness 
of  intellect,  and  those  strong  ivsentnients,  which  were  developed 
in  the  ])oliticians  of  a  time  of  great  constitutional  struggle^, 
when  adherence  to  a  party  meant  a  great  deal  more  than  tiie 
accpiisilion  of  power  or  personal  distinction.  Th.e  public 
character  of  the  second  Presiilent  was  m(juldeil  by  the  times  in 
which  he  li\ed.  He  lived  at  a  ])eriod  of  transition.  Mhen.  as 
the  student  of  history  will  obser\e,  the  old  trailitions  of 
unblushing  inti'igue  ami  unscrujiulous  ri\alries  were  })a>sing 
awav,  and  giving  place  to  the  new  methods  of  modern  political 
life.' 

The  second  President  was  probably  the  greatest  judge  who 
ever  ])residetl  in  the  Court  of  Session  ;  certainly  as  the  heaii  of 
the  Su{)reme  Court  he  was  regartled  bv  his  compeers  as  with- 
out a  rival.  He  cleared  the  rolls  of  court  of  a  vast  accumula- 
tion of  arrears.  He  paid  the  most  minute  attention  to  the 
duties  of  his  oflice.  "  For  many  years,"  it  has  been  said,  "  after 
he  was  promoteil  to  be  President,  I  have  heai'd  it  observeil  by 
tiiose  who  attended  the  House,  that  he  >eldom  or  tiever  was 
mi>taken  in  any  fact  or  circumstance  relating  to  anv  cau^e." 
His  regard  for  the  luaiour  of  the  ]}ench  was  such  that  he  gained 
for  it  fresh  dignity  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation.  To  the  l^ar  he 
was  courtesy  itself,  hearing  counsel  to  the  end,  antl  teachiuLi: 
his  colleagues  to  control  the  impatience  which  able  anti 
experienced  men  feel  in  li>tenini;-  to  the  argument  of  a  raw  or 
dull-witted  pleader. 

The  office  which  he  held  was  always  one  of  great  tlignitv 
and  influence  ;  but  during  the  eighteenth  century  the  Presidient 
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of  the  Court  of  Session  occupied  a  ])osition  of  jjeculiar  })o\VL'r. 
Though  the  .Vet  of  I'nion  had  removed  the  ]\\rliainent  to 
Ivondou,  J'tliul.uui^ii  w  a^  Ntill  a  capital.  Scottisli  society  clus- 
tered in  the  elopes  and  lofty  tenements  of  tlie  piclui'esque  street 
whicli  runs  from  the  C'aNtle  to  llolyrood  ;  and  in  Kdinhuruh, 
and  among  that  societv,  the  liar  and  the  Ik'neh  exercised  an 
extraordinary  iuHuence.  The  I'resident  was,  therefore,  a  great 
personage  in  tliose  davs  ;  to  be  courted  hv  suitors,  wlio  had 
inherited  tlie  belief  that  ))rivate  interviews  with  the  judge 
were  likely  to  be  useful  in  a  lawsuit  ;  and  the  object  of  constant 
attention  from  all  kinds  of  oilice-seekers,  from  the  jieer  who 
wanted  a  ])lace  about  the  Court  in  London  ih)wn  to  the 
aspirant  for  the  ])oorest  clerkshij)  in  tlie  Outer  House,  l-'or 
at  that  time  tr.e  Lord  President  was  not  only  a  juilge,  but  also 
one  of  the  regular  atlvisers  of  Government  in  matters  both  of 
jtolicv  and  }>atronage.  It  appeai-ed  so  natural,  to  statesmen  in 
Lonilon,  that  tlie  head  of  the  Scottisli  Courts  should  take  an 
active  part  in  politics  that  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  as  -we  have 
seen,  wislied  Presiilent  Duuiias  to  be  the  recognised  *■' Scottish 
Manager"  u.nder  the  liockingham  Ministry  of  ITGo.  Dundas 
declined  this  position,  from  a  chie  a})preciatit)n  of  tlie  jn-oper 
character  of  a  jutlicial  office;  but,  in  private,  like  other  Presi- 
dents of  tlie  eighteentli  century,  lie  continued  his  correspond- 
ence witli  the  leacling  statesmen  of  his  day,  and  had  a  voice  in 
those  important  {piestions  of  policv  whicli  arose,  from  time  to 
time,  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Scotland.  In  tliis  diftlcult 
posilion,  c()ml)ining  the  functions  of  tlie  politician  and  the 
judge,  Dundas  succeeded  in  sicuring  the  confidence  and  admii-a- 
ti(Mi  of  the  coimtry. 

The  first  President  Dundas  occu])ied  the  chair  of  the  Court 
of  Session  from  1T4S  to  ]7o;5.  The  second  President  Dundas 
occupied  it  from  17(jO  to  1TS7.  Tlius  the  father  and  >on, 
e\ce])t  for  six  years,  jiresided  continuously  over  the  Suj)reme 
Court  of  Scotland  for  the  long  term  of  nearly  forty  years. 

The  legal  history  of  tliis  period  commences  with  the  })assing 
of  the  Act  by  which  the  Heritable  Jurisdictions  were  abolished. 
These  jurisdictions,  winch  enabled  their  possessors  to  administer 
whatever  thev  chose  to  regard  as  law  and  justice  in  com{)lete 
independence  of  the  King's  judges,  were  s]>reatl  like  a  network 
over  the  whole  country  ;  and  the  British  Government,  convinced 
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by  tlie  events  of  ]  745  tliat  the  cjuestion  of  Scotland  must  l)e 
settled  oiiee  for  all,  lesolvcd  to  abolish  them  witluKit  delav. 
The  measure  for  eiieetin^-  this  reform  was  drawn  bv  Lord 
Chancellor  Harduickc,  ^^•it]l  the  assistance  of  the  ju.di^'es  of  the 
Court  of  Session.  It  abolished  all  the  heritable  jurisdictions 
of  justiciary,  and  restored  the  ciiminal  jurisdiction  of  the 
country  to  the  King's  Courts.  The  sheriH'ships,  which  hati 
been  handed  down  from  father  to  son,  for  oenerations,  in  many 
families,  were  taken  away  ;  and  the  rii^lit  of  aj)})ointment  was 
once  more  vested  in  the  Crown. 

Although  compensation  was  to  be  given  to  the  possessors 
of  herita])le  jurisdictions,  a  strenuous  resistance  was  made  to 
the  bill.  Xo  money  could,  in  the  opinion  of  manv  a  Scottish 
nobleman  and  laird,  be  a  sudicient  compensation  for  the  loss 
of  dignity  which  was  imjilied  in  tlie  lo>s  of  the  clierished 
"power  of  pit  andi  gallows."  It  was  denounced  as  a  violation 
of  the  rights  of  })roperty,  as  a  breach  of  the  Treatv  of  Um'on, 
as  a  dangerous  interference  witli  the  proper  relations  wjiich 
ought  to  exist  between  landlonl  ami  tenant,  and  as  onlv  the 
})relude  to  a  system  imder  which  no"  man  could  be  sure  that  ins 
possessions  were  safe.  One  argument,  used  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  reads  almost  like  a  propliecy.  Some  future  minister, 
it  was  said,  may  declare  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  pulilic  good 
to  com})el  every  man  in  the  kingxlom  to  ])art  with  his  })ropertv 
in  land  for  a  reasonable  price. 

Nevertheless,  the  bill  ultimately  passed  both  Houses  of 
Parliament ;  and  this  important  measure  of  law  reform,  which 
has  conferi'ed  inestimable  blessings  u])on  Scotland,  found  a 
place  in  the  statuti  -book. 

The  sum  \m\'k\  as  compens;ition  to  the  owners  of  heritable 
jurisdictions  was  considerable,  although  far  less  than  thev  had 
demanded.  The  total  sum  claimeil  Avas  more  than  half  a 
million.  The  sum  actually  paid,  in  A])ril  1748,  was  about 
^'150.000. 

This  was  the  connuencement  of  the  present  system  of 
Sheriif  Courts.  ^V  member  of  the  l)ar  was  ap,pointed  as  Sherilf 
to  each  county  of  Scotland  ;  and  it  need  liartUv  be  said  that 
the  tilling  uj)  of  so  many  otllces  at  one  time  was  a  source  of 
great  delight  in  the  Parliament  House,  ami  of  ecpiallv  great 
trouble  to  the  dispensers  of  so  much  patronage. 
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The  session  during  whidi  tlie  lieritable  jurisdictions  weiv 
abolished  ))ut  an  end  also  to  tlie  svsteni  of  land  tenure  knov,  m 
;is  wardholdinn',  undej'  Avhicli  lands  were  held  on  condition  of 
military  service  rendei-ed  to  the  feudal  su})erior.  This  fatal 
blow  at  the  clan  system  met  with  little  op])osition,  and,  coupled 
with  the  Acts  for  disarminji;  the  Highlanders,  put  it  out  of  tlie 
power  of  the  chieftains  to  force  tlieir  unwilling  vassals  into 
another  rebellion. 

These  were  great  and  salutary  changes  in  the  law.  But 
the  period  from  1748  to  1787  was  singularly  destitute  of 
legislation  for  Scotlaml.  Lideed  the  only  other  statute  which 
need  1)6  mentioned  is  the  Montuonierv  I'ntail  .Vet  of  1770. 
Since  the  origin.il  Kntail  Act  of  1()85.  the  custom  of  putting 
lands  under  the  fetters  of  a  strict  entail  had  gradually  taken 
deep  root.  In  17(5 1-  tlie  I'aculty  of  Advocates,  impressed  by 
the  evils  of  the  law  ut'  entail,  had  condenmed  the  system  by 
a  large  majority  ;^  and  in  1770,  Lord  Advocate  ^Montgomery 
succeeded  in  carrying  through  Parliament  a  bill  "  to  encourage 
the  improvement  of  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  in 
Scotland,  held  under  settlements  of  strict  tntail."' 

By  the  ^Montgomery  Act  the  heir  of  entail  obtained  ]iowcr 
to  grant  leases,  undei"  certain  conditions,  for  thirtv-one  vear-. 
or  for  fourteen  years  and  an  existing  lifetime,  or  for  two 
existing  lifetimes.  He  was  also  enabled  to  grant  leases  for  the 
erection  of  houses  or  villages  for  anv  number  of  years  u])  to 
ninety-nine,  ami  was  encouraged  to  im]n-ove  his  estate,  by 
means  of  enclosing,  })lanting,  draining,  and  building  farm  houses, 
by  a  provision  that  he  shovdd  have  a  claim  against  the  succeed- 
ing heirs  of  entail  for  three-fourths  of  any  money  laid  out  in 
this  A\ay. 

The  benefits  which  followed  the  ^[ontgomerv  Act  were  not 
so  great  as  had  been  expected  ;  but  it  paved  the  way  for  that 
abolition  of  the  law  of  entail  which  has  since  almost  com{)letely 
taken  place. 

The  fact  that  Parliament  was  not  employed  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  law  of  Scotland  at  this  time  threw  a  great  respon- 
sibility on  the  Court  of  Session  ;  and  it  is  to  the  decisions  of 
tlie  juiiges  over  whom   the   two    Duntlases   presided   that   the 
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stiuleiit  of  legal  history,  diirini;-  this  period,  must  chiefly  dexote 
himself. 

A  very  siipeilleial  account  of  the  men  who  occuj)ieil  tin- 
Scottish  l)i.nch,  iluriiii;-  a  uTeat  ))ortion  of  the  eiu'liteenth 
century,  is  suHicieiit  to  ])ro\e  that  thev  were  liistinuuishetl,  in 
many  cases,  n(jt  only  l)y  a  ])rofound  acc|uaintaiice  witli  the 
science  of  jurisprudence,  hut  also  by  g-reat  literary  attaimnents. 
One  of  the  most  loveahle  of  these  old  judges  is  Lord  Karnes, 
whose  career  may  he  studieil  in  the  fascinating  })ages  of  Loitl 
Woodhouselee.  His  youtliful  imagination  was  fired  by  the 
spectacle  of  Lord  rresidcnt  Dalrymjile  at  liis  daughter's  tea- 
table,  enjoying  the  ))leasures  of  domestic  hai)])iness  towards  the 
close  of  a  long  and  busy  life;  and  he  iletermined  to  join  the 
bar.  He  coin])ined,  throughinit  iiis  own  life,  a  deep  knouledge 
of  the  law  with  an  uuccMsiug  devotion  to  philosophv.  literatuiv. 
and  classic  learning.  "^Vs  a  judge,''  says  J  ,oi\l  A\\)odhouselee, 
"his  0])inions  and  decrees  were  dictated  by  an  acute  under- 
standing, an  ardent  feeling  of  justice,  and  a  j)erfect  accpiaint- 
ance  ^ith  tlie  juris})rudence  of  his  country,  which,  notwith- 
standing the  variety  of  j)ursuits  in  which  his  coni])rel!ensi\e 
mind  had  alternately  found  exercise,  had  always  been  his 
principal  study,  and  the  favourite  object  of  his  reseai'ches.  .  .  , 
The  state  of  the  bencli,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in 
which  he  occupied  a  seat  in  the  Court  of  Session,  was  favour- 
able to  the  exertion  of  su})erior  abilities.  It  was  no  ord.inarv 
mental  energy  that  could  distinguish  itself  in  the  daily  com- 
parison witli  such  men  as  j'l-ingle  of  Alemore,  herguson  of 
Pitfour,  Sir  Thomas  ^liller  of  (ilenlee,  Lockliart  of  Covington, 
Maccpieen  of  Jiraxlield,  and  the  younger  President  Dinulas."" 

Another  of  ti)e  Judges  of  this  period  was  Francis  (larden 
of  Gardeiistoune,  whose  aiH|uirenients  in  the  languages  of  Home 
and  Greece  were  equalled  by  a  tlueni'V  in  that  of  France,  which 
astonisheil  the  spectators,  wlien,  in  the  great  Douglas  cause-,  he 
opposed  Wedderburn  iiefore  the  Parliament  of  I'aris. 

Sir  David  Dalrymple  of  ILules  was  on  the  bench  from  17()() 
to  179^2,  and  found  time  not  only  to  discharge  his  otHcial  duties, 
but  to  enricli  the  literature  of  ids  country  with  the  results  of 
nmch  laborious  study  in  the  field  of  historical  incjuiry. 

Sir  Thomas  Miller  of  Gleidee  had,  acconling  to  liaron 
Hume,  "a  fondness  for  the  Greek   and  Latin  classics,  wliich. 
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even  in  the  busiest  jK-iiods  of  liis  life,  he  found  o])p()rtunities 
to  iiulul<2:e."  He  Ava-^  Lord  Justice-Clerk  for  ne.irlv  t\\entv- 
two  years,  from  1T()()  to  17<SS,  Avhen  he  succeeded  Dundas  as 
President  of  the  Court  :  and  throuuhout  that  lon_t>;  period  he 
was  regarded  as  one  of  [he  airiest  la\\yers  on  the  bench. 

Of  Lord  ^lonlxxldo  it  is  hardlv  necessary  to  sav  anvth.ing. 
His  "Attic  Banquets,"  \\hen  "the  master  of  the  feast  crowned 
his  wine,  like  Anacreon,  witli  a  oarland  of  roses,""*  liis  (juaint 
tlieorics  regarding  the  origin  of  man,  his  eccentric  habits,  and 
his  constant  flow  of  humour,  are  household  words  among 
Scottish  lawyers  at  the  j)resent  ilay. 

These  judges,  and  others  among  their  colleagues,  were  })ro- 
found  lawyers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  men  of  yery  higii 
atta.inments  in  general  literature.  They  all  flourishetl  while 
the  \\vo  Dundases  were  at  the  head  of  the  Court. 

Tile  Court  of  Se>sion  during  this  period  con.-isted  of  the 
lA)rd  President  and  fourteen  ordinary  judues.  Of  the  fourteen 
or(hnary  judges,  one  sat  each  week  in  the  great  hall  of  the 
Parliament  Ibnise.  m  iiich  was  then  known  as  the  "  Outer 
House,"  and  heard  causes  argued  ]')efore  liim,  while  the  rest  of 
the  judges  were  sitting,  as  one  Court,  in  the  "  Inner  House.'' 
The  Court  rose  at  midday,  as  a  rule  ;  and  in  the  afternoons, 
two  of  the  judges  sat,  by  turns,  to  hear  Ayitnesses  in  tliose  cases  in 
whicli  evidence  of  dis])uted  facts  was  required.  "'^I'his  Court," 
says  Lord  Bankton,  "is  justly  admired  for  its  contriyance,  in 
order  to  des})atch  of  business,  and  at  tlie  same  time,  with  great 
solemnity  and  deliberation."'  If  there  Mas  great  solenmitv, 
there  was  also  great  tleliberation  ;  for  many  vears  sometimes 
])asseil  before  the  litigant  reached  the  })oint  at  which  his  case 
came  to  be  argued  before  the  whole  Court,  "  in  prcscid'ni 
Dominonim."  "  \o  must  stand  primed,'"  says  Alan  Fairford"s 
father,  "  for  a  hearing  'ni  prcscnt'id  Doifi'nion/?//,  u])on  Tuesday 
next."  '•  I,  sir!-""  I  re])lied  in  astonishment.  "I  lia\e  not 
opened  my  mouth  in  the  Outer  House  vet."  "  Xeyer  mind  the 
Outer  Hou>e,  man,"'  said  my  father,  "we  will  have  you  into 
tlie  Sanctuary  at  once — eyer  shoes,  ever  boots."'  '•  ]^ut,  sir,  I 
should  really  spoil  any  cause  thrust  upon  me  so  hastily."  '*  Ye 
cannot  spoil  it,  Ahui,"  said  my  father,  rubbing  his  hands  with 
nmch  complacency,  "that  is  the  very  cream  of  the  wliole 
business,  man — it  is  just,  as  I  said  before,  a  subject  upon  whicli 
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nil  tlic  ijjroncs  ]i;i\c  been  tiviiii;-  their  whittles  for  iifteeii  vears  ; 
and  as  there  liavc  been  about  ten  or  a  dozen  agents  concerned, 
and  each  took  his  own  way,  the  case  is  come  to  that  })ass,  that 
Stair  or  Aniiston  could  not  nieml  it;  a.nd  I  do  not  think  t\\n 
you,  Alan,  can  do  it  much  hai-m — ye  may  get  credit  bv  it.  but 
ye  can  lose  none." 

The  greatest  Scottish  law-suit  of  the  eighteenth  centurv 
was  the  case  of  HauiUfon  v.  Douglas^  best  known  as  the  DouglaN 
Cause,  to  wliich  allusion  has  already  been  made.^  Ladv  Jane 
Douglas,  sister  to  Archibald,  Duke  of  ])ouglas,  was.  on  the 
4th  of  August  174-6',  jirivately  married  to  Colonel  Steuart. 
afterwards  Sir  John  Steuart  of  Gi-antltully.  She  wa^  then  in 
her  forty-ninth  year.  Soon  aftei-  the  marriage.  Ladv  Jane  and 
her  husl)an(l,  accompanied  l)y  her  conlldential  attendant.  !\[i-s 
Helen  Hewit,  and  two  maids,  went  abi'oail.  Thev  li\ed  at  the 
Hague,  rtrecht,  and  Aix-la-Cha.ijelle  till  -Alay  17-1-8.  At  Aix- 
la-Cha])eile  the  fact  of  tlie  marriage  was  disclosed  to  some  of 
Lady  Jan e"s  frieiuls  ;  and  about  the  same  time  it  was  rumoured 
that  Latly  Jane  was  soon  to  be  confined.  On  the  ^Ist  of  ]Mav 
thev  left  .Aix-la-Cha})elle  for  llliLinis.  Here  the  two  maid..- 
uere  left,  and  Lady  Jane,  then  sup{)osed  to  l)e  within  a  week 
of  her  delivery,  her  husbantl,  and  Helen  Hewit,  started  foi- 
Paris,  which  they  reached  on  the  4th  of  Julv.  Here,  it  wa^ 
said.  Lady  Jane  gave  birth  to  male  twins,  in  the  house  of  a 
^Ladanie  Le  IJrun.  In  the  end  of  the  year  1749,  Sir  John  and 
Ividy  Jane  returnetl  to  England  with  the  two  boys,  one  of 
whom  died,  while  the  other  lived  to  be  the  defender  in  the 
famous  Douglas  Cau>e. 

In  Jidy  1701  the  Duke  of  D(Higlas  died,  and  three  coni- 
})ctitors  appeared  as  claimants  of  his  estate.  The  Dld^e 
of  Hamilton,  as  heir-male  of  the  familv  of  Douglas,  clainit^i 
the  whole  lantled  e-tate.  except  what  the  Duke  of  D()ugla> 
had  himself  ]nu-cha>ed.  The  Earl  of  Selkirk  claimed  the 
estates  i)f  Angus  and  Dudliope,  as  heir  cjf  ])rovisi(>n  under 
certain  deeds  of  settlement  executed  by  James,  ]\lar(|uis  of 
Douglas,  father  of  the  late  Duke.  Archi])ald  Steuart  or 
Douglas,  the  survivor  of  the  tw  ins  said  to  have  been  i)orn  in 
Paris,  claimed  the  whole  landed  estate,  as  heir  general  and  of 
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line,  p:i-()Uiulin<i'  his  c4aiiii  upun  certain  deeds  of  settleni^ii^ 
executed  by  James,  Marciuis  of  Douglas,  and  upon  a  settlcnionl 
made  by  the  late  Duke  of  Dougdas  a  few  days  bt-fore  his  dL-itli. 
by  which  he  revoketl  a  settlement  in  favour  of  the  familv  of 
Hamilton,  ami  executed  an  entail  of  Ids  estates  in  favour  »>■' 
the  su];)[)osed  son  of  Sir  John  Steuart  and  J.adv  Jane.  l:i 
September,  the  third  claimant,  I\lr.  Steuart,  was  ser\ed  luir 
to  the  late  Duke,  accortling-  to  the  ordinarv  forms  of  the  1  iw 
of  Scotlantl,  The  service  \sas  unop]H)sed.  lint  befoi-e  loi;u' 
rumours,  winch  liad  been  cuirent  for  several  years,  to  the  efilci 
that  the  story  of  tlie  birth  at  Paris  was  an  invention,  led  the 
tutors  of  the  Duke  of  Ilanultctn,  who  was  a  minor,  to  cause  an 
incjuiry  to  be  made  into  tlie  circumstances.  The  result  ^vas 
that  they  came  to  the  conehisii)n  that  tlie  claimant  was  not 
the  son  of  Lady  Jane,  but  of  a  certain  Nicolas  INlignon  nud 
Marie  Guerin,  his  wife,  from  whom  he  had  been  obtained  for 
fraudulent  purposes.  An  action  to  reduce  the  service  was  at 
once  instituted  by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  ;  and  thus  the  sole 
question  in  the  great  Douglas  cause  came  to  lie,  A\'as  or  w;is 
not  Archibald  Steuart  the  son  of  Sir  John  anti  I^uly  J;me  ': 

Ladv  Jane  had  died  in  Novend)er  1753,  pouring  forth.,  in 
her  dying  moments,  blessings  u})on  the  youth  whom  -he 
declared  to  be  her  son.'  Sir  John  died  in  June  ITGt.  havino-. 
on  his  deathbed,  declared  that  the  storv  of  the  claimant's  birth 
was  true. 

The  case  speedily  resumed  gigantic  dimensions,  and  for  a 
long  time  engrossed  the  attention,  Jiot  c^dv  of  lawyers,  but  of 
general  society  to  an  extraordinary  extent.  There  were  I'ro- 
ceedings  in  France  at  which  counsel  from  Scotlaml,  l^Mncis 
Garden,  liurnet  of  Monbotldo,  Dalrymple  of  Hailes,  ant!  Kae. 
afterwards  Lord  l>skgrove,  attended  and  gained  great  tii-tiiK-- 
tion.  The  evidence  was  intricate,  and  in  many  instances 
contrailictorv.  ]>iit  at  length  the  Court  of  Session  met.  on 
the  7th  of  July  17G7,  to  gi\e  its  final  judgment. 

I^ord  President  Dundas  >,p(jke  first.  "^NIv  Lords."  he 
began,  "in  tlelivering  mv  opinion  on  this  great  and  important 
cause,  it  was  mv  rescjhdion  to  have  spoken  last,  antl  not  until 
I   hatl   hearil   the  opinions   se\eral]v  gi\en   bv   vour  Lori'ship-. 
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This  was  my  resoluliuu  so  loii^-  as  we  sat  fourteen  in  ni'.nilier. 
and  so  ion^i;-  as  tlicre  was  a  certainty,  that  the  (juestiivii  eoukl 
not  i'all  to  he  ilelerniiuecl  hy  my  caslini>-  vote,  lint,  as  we  now 
sit  iitteen  in  nuniher,  ami  that  tl)eie  is  a  })ossibility  iliat  mv 
castino-  vote  may  he  ealleil  lor,  I  jiul^^v  it  my  chity  to  -peak 
first,  to  state  my  ()]>iniou  and  the  ^rounds  of  it,  not  dr.-btino- 
but  that,  if  it  is  erroneous,  some  of  yoiu"  Lordsliips  v.  b^o  are 
to  speak  after  me  w  ill  correct  me.'" 

Having  stated  the  ])oint  at  issue,  in  succinct  terms.  ]w  at 
once  revealed  liis  own  opinion  to  be  that  the  story  of  the  birth 
at  Paris  was  untrue.  "1  observe,  in  the  first  place,  ti,  ;t  the 
defender's  storv  is  imjirobable. 

■'That  a  lady  of  Lady  Jane's  at^v,  so  near  to  the  peiiod  of 
her  delivery,  and  in  her  first  child,  should  leave  Aix-la-C'l-ii'tdle. 
travel  to  Liege,  thence  to  Sedan,  from  thence  to  Ixhcir-i-.  and 
from  Jlheims  to  Taris,  without  absolule  uecessitv,  i>  10  me 
extremely  improbable.  That,  in  this  journev,  thev  Hiould 
linger  eight  days  at  Sedan,  and  near  four  weeks  at  liii-jims. 
when  her  resolution  was  to  goon  to  I'aris,  and  her  ddiverv 
last  apjn-oaching,  is  still  more  so;  and  that  she  shoidd  drop 
her  maids  at  llheims,  at  the  time  when  she  stood  most  in.  need 
of  them,  and  when  they  could  have  been  carried  to  Pari>  at  the 
expense  of  a  few  livres,  is  not  to  be  believed. 

"It  is  to  me  ecpially  improba])lc,  that  Lady  Jane  -hould 
have  concealed  her  being  with  child  so  carefullv,  as  it  i-  ^aid 
she  did.  Was  not  her  being  with  chiltl  the  accom])li-'tment 
and  crown  of  all  her  wishes,  the  very  end  and  motive  vviiJch 
had  led  her  to  gi\e  her  hand  to  Colonel  Steuart  .^  Wliv  tiien 
conceal  it .'" 

Having  exannned  the  evidence  in  detail,  and  giv-n  his 
reasons  for  regarding  the  account  of  the  defender's  birth  as 
inconsistent  and  suspicious,  he  concludetl  bv  referring  tu  the 
solenm  declarations  which  Sir  Jolm  and  Lailv  Jane  had  made 
at  the  end  of  their  lives.  "'The  deathl)etl  declarations  in  this 
cause  do  not  move  me.  AVhen  crimes  are  committed,  the  com- 
mitters rarely  choose  to  confess,  if  by  concealing  they  can  e-eape 
tiiat  infamy  whicii  otherwise  would  ])ursue  them.  Ladv  J  me 
could  not  but  see,  that,  when  the  Jiubicon  was  pc\st,  tht-re  was 
no  retreating.  Had  she  been  tempted  to  liave  divulged  a 
secret  so  important,  the  consequences  would  iiave  been,  iiifamv 
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on  lier  own  nieniorv,  anil  fa])ital  ])unislnnent  on  her  associates. 
That  in  Sir  -lohn's  ju(hei;i]  tleelaration  many  things  arc  t'al>e. 
cannot  be  denietl.  liet\\een  an  oath  and  a  dechiration  there 
is  little  difference;  and  yet  Sir  John,  n))on  his  deatlihed,  does 
not  confess  them  ;  and  tho'  he  makes  a  deathbeil  dechiration, 
takes  no  notice  ol'  any  of  them." 

As  soon  as  tlie  President  had  endeil,  the  other  judges  pro- 
ceeded to  a:i\e  their  opinions.  Six  days  were  occupied  by  their 
sj)eeches,  from  Tuesday  the  7th  (»f  July  to  Tuesday  tlie  1  Ith  :' 
and  when  Lord  Monboddo,  who  spoke  last,  had  tinislied  a 
long  examination  of  the  evitlence  1)V  iKn-Iarinu;  "that  the 
tale  told  by  the  })ursuei-s  is  the  most  im})robable  that  was 
ever  told  in  anv  Court  of  -Justice.""  it  was  foimd  that,  e\- 
cluiling  the  Lord  Pi'esident,  se\en  juilges  had  voted  on  each 
side. 

Mis  Lonisliip  then  saitl,  '"As  this  is  a  cause  of  civil  pro- 
perty, I  think  mvself  bound  to  give  judgment  accoi'ding  tn 
mv  own  opinion  ;  and  therefore  1  am  for  sustaining  the  reasou> 
of  reduction."" -'  As  a  matter  of  cinu'se,  tlie  case  was  instantly 
taken  on  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords.  In  adtlition  to  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Scottish  bar,  some  of  the  most  celebrated  Lnglish 
advocates  were  retained,  among  whom  were  Thurlow,  AVedder- 
burn,  and  Charles  Yorke.  "  Mr.  Charles  Vorke,*'  says  Horace 
"\Val])ole,  "was  the  least  admiretl.  The  Duchess  of  Douglas 
thought  she  had  i-etained  hijn  ;  but,  hearing  he  was  gone  over 
to  the  other  side,  sent  for  him,  and  CjUestioned  him  home.  He 
could  not  den\  that  he  had  engaued  himself  for  the  Hou^c  of 
Hamilton.  '  Then,  sir."  said  she.  'in  the  next  world  wjicre  will 
you  be,  for  we  have  all  luul  you  r " "" 

Lord  Campbell,  in  his  Lives  i>f  the  ClunucUors.  is  not  exag- 
gerating in  the  least  w  lien  he  says  that  in  Scotland  the  Douglas 
(Aiuse  had  almost  led  to  a  civil  war  between  the  su])))orters  of 
the  o])posite  sides,  and  that  in  1-aigland  even  it  h;id  exiited 
more  interest  th.ui  any  (juestion  of  ])rivate  right  had  e\er  done 
before.      "  'I'he  appeal,""  he  savs,  "  was  heard   in   the  session  of 


^  The  Courl  did  not  sit  on  Monday  the  13th. 

-  The  Court  divided  a>  fcillows  :— For  the  pursier.  Lord  Proidem.  I.onI 
Justice-Clerk  (Sir  Thomas  Millet),  and  Lords  Aleniore,  Kemiet,  Barjar.;.  Llli...-k. 
Stonefiehl.  and  Hailes  ;  for  the  defender.  Lords  Strichen,  Kanies.  PirOur, 
GarvlenstoiiM,  Auchinlerk,  CoaUton,  and  Monl)od<lo. 
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1TG9,  uiitl  ilrew  vast  crowds  ti)  the  bar  of  the  House  of  LoixN 
to  listen  to  the  weiglitv  and  eloquent  argumentation  of  Thui- 
low ,  A\"eiltlerl)urn,  and  the  othei'  most  eminent  advocates  of  the 
age.  It  was  conjectured  that  the  law  Loi'ds  were  for  tlie 
appellant,  but  the  great  body  of  the  peers  liad  attended  the 
hearing  of  tlie  appeal,  and  were  to  take  ])art  in  the  decision  : 
there  had  been  nnu-h  canvassing  for  tlie  '  Douglases "  and  tlie 
'  Hainiltons,' antl  a  great  degree  of  suspense  existed  down  to 
the  very  morning  of  the  judgment." 

Wlicn  ju.dgment  came  to  be  given,  the  })roceedings  were 
opened  by  two  lav  })eers,  tlie  Duke  t)f  Newcastle  mid  Lord 
Sandwich,  the  latter  of  wjiom  seems  to  have  tlelivered  an 
oration  wlu'ch  would  have  been  more  in  place  among  the 
cloisters  of  Mechneidiani  .Vbbev.^ 

They  were  followed  by  Lord  Chancellor  C'annien.  ■"  A\'e 
have  one  slioit  (|ue>ti()n  l)efore  us,"  he  said  —  ''Is  the  a})jjellant 
the  son  of  the  late  Lady  -lane  Douglas,  oi-  not?  I  am  of 
opinion  that  he  is ;  and  moreover  that  a  more  am])le  ami 
positive  ])roof  of  the  chilli's  l)eing  the  son  of  a  mother  never 
appeared  in  a  c-ourt  of  justice,  or  before  any  assize  whatever." 
Lord  ^lansfiehl  took  the  same  view,  and  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Session  was  reversed  without  a  (Hvision.  The 
joy  which  this  decision  gave  in  Scotland  lias  alreadv  been 
d  escribed. - 

The  Dou;.',las  Cause  was  a  romance.  Ikit,  iluring  this  periotk 
tlie  Court  was  constantly  engaged  in  pronouncing  decisions  b^ 
which  an  intricate  system  of  land  rights  was  developetk  and 
tlie  law  of  ent:ul  reiulered  as  strict  as  possible.  The  Dun- 
treatli  case  is  an  instance  of  the  favour  with  which  the  C(nn-t 
regarded  even  a  defecti\e  entail.'  This  tlecision  the  Hou>e  of 
Lords,  under  the  advice  of  Lord  Man>iield,  reversed,  much  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  judges  of  tlie  Court  of  Session.  lint, 
although  iluring  tlie  whole  of  last  centurv  our  judges  were 
laboriously  building  uj)  that  structure  of  the  feudal  law,  whicli 
the  legislature  has  iluring  a  great  part  of  this  century  been  as 
laboriously  demolislnng,  nevertheless   no   one   could,  in    those 


^  Lives  of  thf  Cliancellors,  vol.  v.  p.  2S9. 

-  Supra,  p.  181. 

^  Edmon-t'jne  :■.  E(liiion.>t(.nc,  i5ih  A[^ril  1771,  M.  4409,  2  Paton, 
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days,  hold  his  own  upon  the  Scottish  hencTi  without  heiw^  not 
only  veil  read  in  tlie  law  of  Scotland,  hut  also  a  protieient 
sc'liolar  in  the  lore  of  tlie  civilians  and  canonists,  v.liose  \sritiiiiis 
were  daily  quoted  hy  a  school  of  ])kvulei-s  who  had  studied  in 
the  famous  universities  of  the  Continent,  and  who  wx-rc,  nio>t 
of  them,  as  good  classic  scholars  as  they  were  lawyers. 
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"  I  am  always  liappy  in  find- 
ing myself  in  the  old  Oak  Room 
at  Arniston,  where  I  have  drank 
many  a  merry  bottle,  and  in  the 
fields  wh.ere  I  have  seen  many 
a  hare  killed." 


\V.\LTL.K  ."Scott  s  Di.'rv.  lanuarv  1628. 


chai'tJ':j{  XI. 

LOJll)  C  HIKF  RAUON   DUXDAS. 

F(iK  almost  ;i  hundred  years  before  the  death  of  the  seeoiul 
President  Dundas  tliere  had  never  been  a  ti)ne  wheji  some 
member  of  tlie  liouse  of  Ai-ni>ton  was  not  either  a  judo-e,  or 
Solicitor-General,  or  Lortl  Advocate,  or  President  of  the 
Su()renie  Court  of  Scotland,  with  the  exception  of  fro)n  lTi2() 
to  17'37;  and  during-  that  shoii  })eriod,  l{obert  Dundas  (after- 
wards the  first  President)  had  been  the  leader  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Whigs,  who  were  in  opposition  to  Sir  Itobert 
\\'alpole.  During  four  generations  the  Dumiases  had  ex- 
hibited, to  their  country,  the  spectacle  of  a  family  in  which 
each  succeeding  heir  was  the  rival  of  his  father  in  cajnicitv  for 
affairs  and  in  the  power  of  achieving  a  high  jiosition  in  the 
service  of  the  state.  'I'his  fict  alone  ex])lains,  in  some  degree, 
the  extraordinary  influence  which  they  had  now  accpiired.  IJut 
other  circumstances  combined  to  secure  their  ascendencv.  Not 
only  had  the  official  life  of  this  remarkal)le  family  extended 
over  nearly  a  century,  but  the  marriages  of  the  Dundases,  and 
the  private  friendships  which  they  formeil,  all  teniled  to  ad- 
vance their  political  influence,  liy  marriage  tliev  were  related 
to  families,  in  every  j)art  of  Scothuul,  whose  widespread  con- 
nections it  would  be  tedious  to  describe,  but  who  possessed,  in 
their  comities,  an  amount  of  personal  ami  political  influence, 
which,  in  the  altereil  circumstances  of  our  own  tiines,  it  is 
<lifllcidt  t(^  realise.  The  narrow  limits  within  wliicii  the 
franchise  was  c'onfined,  and  the  constitutional  maxim  of  tho>e 
<lays — that  land  alone  was  entitled  to  rej)resentation — put 
immense  ])ower  into  the  hands  of  a  few  funilies  in  each  countv; 
ami    tile    Dundases,  not   onlv  connected    bv  kinship   uitli    uianv 
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of  those  families.  l)ut  also  possessin^i"  the  means  of  l)e>t()\s  ini;; 
places  or  ])ensioiis  on  them,  were  al)le  to  seeure.  \erv  frequentK. 
a  voice  in  decidinu'  who  slu)uhl  i>e  tlie  county  member. 

The  small  mmiher  of  electors  made  it  easy,  as  a  rule,  to 
nianag'e  the  elections.  It  is  probable  that,  about  the  time  of 
the  secoml  Loi'd  l^resident's  death,  there  were  not  moic  than 
2600  county  votes  in  Scotlaiul,  if  indeed  there  were  so  man_\ . 
In  Midlothian  there  were  not  a  humlred  electors.  In  Cromarty 
there  were  onlv  six.  All  over  the  country  the  constituencies 
were  small  select  bodies,  consisting-  of  the  freeholders,  who 
alone  had  the  i-ig-ht  of  votinu'.  Nor  were  the  county  electors 
merely  few  in  number.  A  majority  were  '•})a])er  barons"' (or 
faggot  voters  as  they  would  now  be  called),  whose  ([ualiiications 
liad  l)een  created  in  order  to  confer  a  vote,  ■which  thev  were 
bound  in  honour  to  give  in  faxour  of  the  canibitlate  who  was 
su])])orted  l)v  the  liuulowner  from  whom  the  v  obtainetl  it. 
The  county  constituencies  were,  in  fact,  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  families ;  anil,  thei-efore,  the  ])owerful  house  oi' 
Arniston,  witli  its  social  and  olHcial  influence  in  almost  e\ery 
county,  was  able  to  secm-e  an  unprecedenteil  swav  o\  er  the 
])olitical  destinies  of  Scotland. 

In  the  burghs,  too,  the  Dundases  had  now  great  iuHuence. 
There  the  state  of  matters  was,  if  possible,  more  anomalous 
than  in  the  counties.  For  the  burgh  members  were  chosen 
bv  the  town-councillors  ;  and  the  town-councillors  having  been 
chosen  bv  themselves,  there  was  nothing  in  the  shape  of 
popular  representation.  In  I'Alinburgh,  for  instance,  the  self- 
electetl  Town-Coimcil,  numbering  thirty-three  pers()n>,  ihosf 
tlie  member  ;  and  thus  in  a  city  where  the  Su])reme  Court  of 
Scotland  sat,  which  was  famous  for  its  school  of  medicine,  and 
which  had  been  the  home  of  Priniipal  Robertson  and  I);ivid 
Hume,  neither  lawyer,  phvsician,  nor  historian  had  the 
francliise.  Large  towns  like  Paisley  or  Greenock  did  not 
return  a  member  to  Parliament  ;  and  even  (Glasgow,  r;ij)idly 
rising  to  be  a  power  in  the  connnercial  world,  only  siuired  a 
member  with  the  insigiuiicant  burghs  of  Renfrew,  Ruther- 
glen,  an<l  Dumbarton.  ^\t  a  time  when  countv  fann'lies  li\ed 
chiefly  on  their  estates,  and  usually  jjasseil  at  least  a  ])art  of 
the  winter  in  the  county  town,  thev  had  many  opportunities 
of  acijuiring  influence  with  the  town-councillors;  ami,  accord- 
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iiiiily,  the  same  means  which  were  useil  \o  manao-e  the  eoimiics 
voiild  be  a])))lie(l  to  the  hurohs.  .Viul,  a.part  lV()m  sueli  local 
iiiflueiief>,  the  (ii^tilliJ,'ui^he^l  ])o-.il!()U  of  the  Duiulast's,  as  thi' 
<li.spenseis  of  patvoiiaof.  natiiially  made  the  averai^e  towii- 
couiK-illor  willini;-  to  support  the  Government,  in  the  hope 
that  his  alleii,ianee  miuht  he  rewardftl  bv  some  snug  ])laee  in 
the  Customs  or  the  I'osl  OtHiv. 

And  now,  when  the  lon_<2,  career  of  the  second  President  had 
■closed,  the  vast  social  and  parliamcntarv  interest  of  the  family 
was  left  under  tiie  mana<i,ement  of  his  brother  Henrv,  to  w  iiose 
success  in  the  House  of  Connnons  allusion  has  already  been 
made.^  He  had  been  SoIicitor-(4cneral  and  Lord  Advocate  in 
the  g-overnment  of  Lord  Noith.  Lord  North  was  succeeded 
by  ]iockingham,  under  whom  Dundas  retained  his  oflice. 
Rockin<;ham  was  succeeded  by  Shclburne  ;  but  the  only  effect 
which  the  change  hat!  on  Dundas  was  tliat  the  Prime  Minister, 
in  order  to  secure  his  su])port.  gave  him,  in  aiidition  to  the 
oilice  of  Lord  .\dyocate,  the  'Treasurership  of  the  Naw,  and 
the  whole  ))atronaL!,c  of  Scotlanii.  On  the  formation  of  the 
Coalition  u,"<)Nernment  he  lost  his  ollices  ;  hut  when,  in  ])ecem- 
ber  ]T8;>,  Mr.  Pitt  became  l*rime  Minister,  Dundas  ])ec;ime 
Treasurer  of  the  Naw,  and  was  the  ])remier\s  ri^'ht-hand 
man  durino;  the  lonii,-  stru/^-gie  between  the  Ministry  and  the 
Commons.  After  the  dissolution  and  oeneral  election  of  1784, 
\vliich  secui-eil  the  triumph  of  ^Ir.  Pitt,  and  placed  him  in 
power  for  the  next  seventeen  years.  Dundas  reached  the 
pinnacle  of  his  lireatness,  and  occuj>iei.l  the  })osition  which 
Lord  Cockburn  describes  in  such  ura])hic  terms.  '*  Henry 
Dundas;'  he  says,  "  was  the  Pharos  of  Scotland.  A\'ho  steered 
upon  hiju  was  safe ;  \\  ho  disi-ei;-arded  his  lioht  was  w  recketl. 
It  was  to  his  nod  that  e\ery  man  owed  what  lie  had  got,  and 
looked  for  what  he  wished.'' 

Though  not  the  head  of  the  Arniston  family,  tk'nry 
Dundas  was  the  i!,-uich"nt;-  spirit,  by  whose  councils  tiie  famih' 
interest  w;is  maintained  as  of  old.  In  the  estate  of  Arniston 
the  secon<i  Proident  was  succeedetl  by  his  eldest  son,  Robert, 
who  was  born  on  the  (ith  of  June  IToN. 

A  journal    in    the   collection  at    Arniston,   ke})t  by  youn«;- 


Sii/ra,  ]).  1S5. 


1779-]  A  J01;RX1:Y  to  ]:XGLAXD   IX   ITIt^.  '21.-. 

Jl()l)(.'rt  Duiuias,  closcrihes  liis  <irst  visit  to  J'Jiii'lanil,  when  a 
boy  in  1TT2,  with  his  fatht'i-  and  mother.  Thev  left  .Vniiston  on 
the  9tli  of  May,  and  reached  JJiixton  on  the  ^;Jd.  'J^ie  route 
taken  was  by  I'last  Lothian,  Ik'rwick,  and  Newcastle.  Thenee 
they  went  bv  Durham  to  Nottingham  :  and  from  Nottingham 
by  ])t'rby  to  l^uxton.  liesides  the  carriage,  tliey  had  saddle 
horses  with  them  ;  and  the  1 'resident  and  his  son  \aried  the 
monotony  of  the  long  drive  by  riding,  whenever  a  j)lea>ant 
])art  of  the  country  was  being  traversed.  The  sights  whicli 
would  attract  the  attention  of  a  Scottish  boy  on  his  iirst  \i<it 
from  home,  the  cathedrals  and  great  churches,  and  the  bridges 
over  the  Tyue  and  Trent,  are  described,  and  also  a  gibbet  near 
Newcastle,  on  which  the  bodv  of  a  malefactor  was  hanging  in 
chains.  At  Nottingham  he  saw-  an  Jaiglish  sta.ge-coach  lor 
the  iirst  time.  ""  A\"hen  we  came  back  to  the  Inn  (The  lilacka- 
moor's  Head)  we  saw  the  stage-coach  for  l>ondon  come  in.  It 
was  a  great  hulk  of  a  thing,  with  a  large  cover  behind.  They 
immediately  set  off'  again  :  in  about  an  hoiu'  after  the  ctxich 
from  Limdon  came,  which  was  to  stay  all  night  till  two  in  the 
morning." 

He  was  called  to  the  bar  in  1779  ;  and  as  the  son  of  tlie 
Lord  President,  and  the  nephew  of  Henrv  Dundas,  everything 
was  in  liis  favour.  When  on  a  visit  to  London  he  ])leaseil  his 
grandmicle,  ]Mr.  Thomas  Hundas,  son  of  the  second  Lord 
Aniiston,  and  Sheriff  of  Galloway,  who  had  sup})osed  that 
young  Dundas  would  be  wholly  engrossed  with  the  amusements 
of  the  town,  l)y  writing  him  a  letter  in  which  he  described  the 
great  figure  which  his  uncle  Henry  was  making  in  the  Hou>e 
of  C'onnnons.  The  old  gentleman,  in  return,  gave  him  some 
very  good  advice. 

Mr.  TiioM.vs  Dundas  to  /li.s  Grand  ycplwir  Robekt  Dundas. 

VoUNC.EU  OF  ArNISTON. 

Keith,  April  lo,  1781. 
Mv  DEAR  RoBiE, — What   you  write  nie  concerning  the  .Advo- 
cate,^   is   most   agreeable,    for   you   know,    no   man    can    wish   hini 
better  than  I  do,  and  indeed  his  parts  are  surprising  and  liis  open- 
ness and  courage  most  delightful  ;  he  is  plagiieing  Cliarles  Fox  and 


^  Henrj-  Dundas. 
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tJic  fac-tiuii,  but,  what  you  are  not  aware  of.  he  will  plague  yoii 
more  alter  this.  Vou  Avill  \  ery  })robabIy  suceeed  hiiu  and  repre-ent 
Mid-Lothian,  ami  the  hi:i,lier  the  })yraHiid  he  raises,  the  more 
strcnf>tli  it  will  take  to  support  it.  It  wiU  rub  you  of  many  niyhts' 
rest,  and  cost  you  innnen^it}  oi"  labour  not  to  dej^enerate  from  the 
fame  of  your  predeeessor.  In  Loiuhni,  at  present,  your  nii.'-hts 
may  be  devoted  as  "you  j^lease,  perha})s  to  Mammon,  but  the  day 
to  serve  Ciod  and  your  country.  Your  language  must  be  ])urir!rd. 
a  most  difficult  task,  for  it  ,uenerallv  sticks,  like  orig-inal  sin.  Yi>ur 
knowledii-C;,  by  ardent  study  and  the  conversation  of  mankind,  mu-t 
be  imjjroved,  and  o;races  of  speaking-  learned  from  the  be^-t 
masters,  your  orators  in  Pai-liament,  and  then,  like  the  Advocette. 
you  vill  be  esteemed  and  courted  by  high  and  low.  .  .  . — I  am 
always,  etc.  etc.  etc.,  Tao^-  l)i  ni)\>. 

He  h;itl  not  h)nn'  to  wait  ;  for  in  January  lTiS4.  soon  atler 
Mr.  ]Mtt's  government  took  the  pLice  of  the  Coalition,  hie 
received  a  letter  from  I^ord  Sidnev,  who  was  then  I'nder- 
Secretary  of  State,  informing  him  that  he  was  ajipointed 
Solicitor-General.  lie  was  onlv  twentv-iive  years  of  age. 
This  was  ra])id  promotion  ;  hut  it  seemed  natural.  His  fathier 
liad  been  Solicitor-General  at  twenty-nine,  and  his  uncle 
Henry  at  twenty-foui-.  Lord  Cockhurn  attributes  the  success 
of  young  Dundas  entirely  to  family  influence,  and  forms  a  very 
low  estimate  of  his  ca})acitv.^  He  certainly  had  not  the  talent 
of  his  kinsmen,  wjio  had  held  otHce  before  him;  and,  without 
family  interest,  he  might  not  have  risen  as  he  did.  But 
though  his  abilities  were  juoderate,  it  nuist  be  remembered 
that  Loril  C'ockburn  bore  no  goodwill  to  his  cousin  Robert 
Dundas.  C'ockburn's  separation  from  the  political  party 
among  whom  he  had  been  brought  u]),  at  a  time  wlien 
party  spirit  ran  iugii,  could  not  fail  to  carry  with  it  a  tinge 
of  bitterness  towards  former  friemls.  Anil  it  was  no  secret 
that  it  was  towards  Robert  Dundas  that  this  feeling  was 
chietly  directed. 

His  statement  that  Dumlas,  when  at  the  bar  with  all  the 
advantages  of  his  ])osition,  all  the  favour  of  agents,  and  all  the 
partiality  of  coui-ts,  ne\er  conunandeil  anv  inde])endeut  ])vivate 
practice,  is  by  no  means  ct)rrect.     In  the  first  year  of  his  prac- 
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tiee,  iiR-liuliiii;'  i'9'3  in  conipliiiuMitarN  rel;iiners  tVoDi  !ii>  t'atlirr's 
friemls  the  Dukes  of  JJucx-leuch  and  (aor(l(Mi,  tlie  KavU  of 
Kinnoiill,  Findlater,  and  others,  vounii,'  Dundas's  fees  amounted 
to  i^i?.'^!).  In  the  seeonti  year  of  his  practice  they  aniounteil  to 
r;319;  in  the  third  to  ^';3()4 ;  and  in  the  fourth  to  i -X);) ; 
\vl\ieh  \\ould  he  considered  a  ^ood  start  in  husiness,  even  with 
the  liigher  scak'  of  fees  of  tiie  present  dav. 

In  the  hfth  year  of  his  practice  Dundas  was  appointed 
Solicitor-General,  and  his  practice  at  the  Scottish  bar  was 
interrupted  by  Ins  enteiing  Parliament,  but  while  holdinii;  the 
otHce  of  Solicitor-General  his  fees  averaged  :i^l44;3,  incluchn;; 
only  _-f^r368  of  official  salarv.  In  1790  he  was  a])})ointetl  Lord 
Advocate,  and  in  the  two  succeedinfi-  years  his  fees  averaged 
<i^52707,  inchidini;'  a  salarv  which  averaged  /'iu-33.^ 

It  was  to  the  influence  of  his  imcle  Ileiu-y  tliat  Robei'l 
13inulas  owed  his  apj)ointment  as  Solicitor-General.  'I'iie 
Coalition  Ministry  was  disnussed  on  the  LSth  of  Decendicr 
1783,  and  :\Ir.  Pitt  became  Prime  Minister.  Mr.  Henry 
Dundas  took  the  oiHce  of  Treasurer  of  the  Xavv  for  him>clf. 
and  at  the  same  time  took  care  to  secure  that  of  Solicitor- 
General  for  Scotland  for  his  ne])hew . 

]\lr.  Henry  Dundas"s  seat  for  Miillothian  l^econnng  vacant 
by  Ids  acce])t^uK•e  of  office,  a  new  election  was  necessary; 
and  the  following  account  of  what  took  place,  taken  from  the 
Cah'don'iaii  Mcfrunj,  shows  how  easily  things  were  manageil 
in  a  county  constituency  consisting  of  less  than  a  hiuuh'ed 
freeliolders : — 

'"The  election  of  a  rejn-esentative  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
lothian was  held  in  the  l^u"liament  House  to-day — -a  vacancv 
having  been  created  by  the  a])pointment  of  Mr.  Henry  l)unda> 
to  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Xavv.  Sir  Alexandei"  Dick 
was  elected  Preses,  and  tlie  roll  of  freeholders  having  l)een 
called,  the  meeting  unanimously  re-elected  Mr.  Dundas. 

"]Mr.  llobert  Dundas  tiien  addressed  the  meeting,  and  in 
the  necessary  absence  of  his  uncle  on  public  business,  thanked 


^  Loril  Cockliurn's  motlicr  was  Miss  Janet  Rannie,  younj^er  dau^^htcv  of 
Captain  Rannie  of  Melville.  Her  si>tcr  was  niarric'l  to  Henry  Dur.da-.  Ili- 
father  was  a  nephew  of  tlie  hr>t  I're-iileni  Dundas.      J>>//;-i?,  p.  SS. 
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tlu'in  i'or  the  honour  they  hatl  done  his  relation  in  eleetin^  him 
for  the  eiii'hth  time  their  representative.  He  a})o].()i!;isec]  to 
them  i'or  tlie  aeti\e  ])arr  he  liad  taisen  in  eanvassiiio-  the  count v 
for  his  absent  rehitivi'.  He  had  been  informed  that  a  formid- 
able oji])osition  was  intended,  and  after  ol)servin;Tj  meetings  of 
freehoklers  called  bv  public  advtrh'sement  with  the  view  of 
namin<2:  a  ditferent  candidate,  he  felt  himself  called  u])on  to 
watch  over  his  interests,  and  solicit  ihe  continuance  of  the 
suj)})ort  of  the  coimtv.  The  nnmen)us  and  respectable 
ap})earance  of  the  day  convinced  him  that  his  hon.  friend 
still  possessed  the  conlidence,  the  friendship,  and  the  support 
of  an  in(le])endent  countv,  and  whilst  lie  continued  to  hold 
his  seat  by  so  honourable  a  tenure  he  was  sure  that  all 
opposition  to  him  would  prove  fruitless.  After  the  election 
was  over,  the  freehoklers  were  entertained  at  dinner  in  the 
^Vssenibly  Hall.'' 

IJesides  jiolitical  reasons  tlie  o])position  to  which  the  vouns; 
Solicitor  alluded  arose  fiom  a  jealousy. on  the  part  of  a  few  of 
the  freeholders  of  the  representation  of  the  countv  becoming 
a  Pcrraor,  as  it  was  termed,  in  one  family,  and  the  freeholders 
being  therebv  reduced  to  insigniiicance.  Mr.  Hein-v  ])unda.s, 
liowever,  secure  in  his  long  experience  of  the  county,  Mas  not 
in  the  least  alarmed.  "  I  have  heard,"  he  says,  in  a  letter  to 
his  daughter  Elizabeth,  "  from  dift'ei-ent  quarters  the  accounts 
of  my  late  opposition  in  the  county.  Trom  what  I  can  learn, 
it  has  l)een  matter  of  much  speculation  in  your  })art  of  the 
world.  Here,  it  was  laughed  at,  and  I  should  have  joined  in  the 
laugh  if  that  sensation  had  not  given  wav  to  another  of  a  more 
pleasing  nature,  I  mean  my  nephew  Robert.  I'verv  letter  I 
have  received  ujjon  the  subject  is  full  of  hi>  praises.  I  there- 
fore nnist  rejoice  at  the  opportunitv  that  has  been  afforded 
him  of  making  himself  known  and  in  fighting  mv  cause.  I 
trust  he  has  laid  the  foundation  of  acciuaintance  ami  connexion 
tiiat  will  one  day  be  of  material  benetit  to  himself." 

In  the  spring,  just  before  the  dissolution  of  Parliament. 
Mr.  Dundas  came  ilown  from  Loiulon,  and  attended  a  liinner 
given  by  the  Town  C'oimcil  of  l-AJinburgh  to  the  city  member, 
Mr.  James  Hunter  Rlair.  Young  Itobert  Dundas  was  there;  and 
among  others   present   was  James  Hoswell,  who  had  not  long 
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before  celebi-ateil  tlie  fall  of  the  Coalition  ^linistrv  bv  puhlish- 
ino-  a  ''Letter  to  the  Peo])le  of  Scotland,""  of  wjiich  Dr.  John- 
son had  been  pleased  to  e\)n-ess  ajiproval.  "  ]Many  e\eelk-nt 
constitutional  toasts  wure  given  bv  the  Lord  ri-o\()'-t.  Mr. 
lios-well  sang  a  ballad  of  his  own  composition  on  the  MnJlnfli'iaii 
Address^  the  last  verse  of  which  (alluding-  to  Mr.  Solicitor- 
General's  very  interesting  ajipearance  at  his  lioiKnn-able  uncle's 
late  election)  was  as  follow  s  : — 

Young  liobert  again,  with  his  modest  fine  fire. 

Will  draw  praise  from  all  ]irese)it,  and  tears  from  his  sire. 

Huzza  then,  brave  boys  !  send  it  off  by  express, 

And  let  Melville  i)resent  the  Midlothian  Address."  1 

1'he  young  Solicitor-General  liad,  in  the  lueantinie.  fallen 
in  love  with  his  cousin  Miss  Elizabeth  Dundas.  Li  a  bovi>]i 
letter  written  to  her  soon  after  he  came  to  the  Bar  he  laments 
the  fact  that  neither  he  nor  she  wa.s  tall.  "  Heaven."  he  says, 
"seems  to  have  been  rather  niggard  in  its  bounties  to  vou  and 
I,  whilst  it  has  been  no  less  lavish  on  some  of  the  younger 
branches  of  tlie  famih.  Not  onlv  has  it  cruellv  curtailed  our 
statures  among  the  sons  and  daughters  of  man,  but  it  has 
mortified  us  l)v  giving  to  AVilliam  and  Ann  in  the  same  };)ro- 
])07-tions  that  it  hath  taken  from  us."'  This  recalls  Lord 
Cockbunrs  description  of  him  as  ''a  little,  alert,  handsome, 
gentleman-like  man.  with  a  countenance  and  aii-  l)eannng  with 
sprightliness  and  gaietv,  and  dignified  bv  considerable  h're ; 
altogether  ine.\])res^ibly  ])leasingr  and  also  the  complaint 
which  Mr.  Ferguson  of  Pitfour,  the  mend)er  for  .Vberdeenshire. 
is  saiil  to  have  made,  during  a  division  in  the  lL)tise  of  Coni- 
mcHiSjwLen  Dundas  came  to  be  Lord  Advocate, — "The  Lord 
Advocate  should  always  be  a  tall  man.  AW  Scotc-h  mend)ers 
always  vote  with  him,  and  we  need,  therefore,  to  be  able  to 
see  him.  I  can  see  Pitt  and  Adtlington,  but  I  can't  see  this 
new  Lord  Advocate." 

The  William  alluded  to  was  ids  vounger  brother,  a  very 
handsome  man,  who  retained  his  good  looks  to  an  advancetl 
age.      Ann  was  his  cousin  Elizabeth's  sister,  who  also  deservetl 


^  The  allusion   is  to  an  inMrcss  in  favour  of  the  Ministry-  which  hail 
been  adopted  at  a  county  meeting  in  Midlothian. 
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the  ])raise  for  jjorsona!  apj)earaiu'e  hcstoued  uj)()ii  her.  She 
luari-ied,  in  ]''el)riiar\  17>S(),  'Sir.  Ilenrv  Di-umnioiul,  I)aiikei-.  oF 
Chariiii>'  Cl()^^^,  ami  was  the  mother  of  Ileiiiy  Drimimmul,  M.P. 
of  Alhury. 

On  the  l)ack  of  voiuia,'  Duiulas^s  letter  to  his  cousin  tiiere  is 
a  brief  note — writUn  lonjj;  years  after — "The  oklest  letter  the 
Chief  liaron  ever  wrote  me,  when  1  lived  at  Millhead  in  ITS'2 
or  3."  His  addresses  had  been  f ivourablv  receixeil  ;  and 
Henry  Hundas,  too,  had  formed  a  very  high  ojjinion  of  his 
nephew,  for  he  had  already  reqnesletl  his  brother,  the  President, 
to  show  him  ail  his  letters.  "  \\'lu'n,"'  he  says,  "  I  \\rite  you 
confidential  letters,  show  them  all  to  voui-  son  Jlobert :  for  I 
lia\c  that  good  opinion  of  his  understanding  and  ])erfect  dis- 
cretion, I  have  no  thoughts  of  ever  being  upon  reserve  witli 
him  in  anything."  ]Jut  it  was  not  until  three  years  after  his 
aj>])ointment  as  Solicitor-General  that  matters  wei'e  finallv 
arranged.  Then,  nothing  having  occurred  to  interfere  with 
the  aftair,  the  eldei-  mend)ers  of  tlie  family  were  consulted 
on  the  subject  in  the  sj)ring  of  17ST,  when  the  ladv's  father 
wrote  to  the  ]^t)rd  J*iesident,  expressing  his  ap})ro\al,  and 
making  airangements  lor  a  suitable  provision  for  the  young 
cou])le. 

Hf.nh^-  Dlndas  to  Ills  Brother,  the  Skiond  Phksidknt  Dlnda-;. 

WiMr.i.EDoN,  Saturday,  i-jlh  March  17S7. 
Mv  DK-AU  LolU), — The  Solicitor  and  Elizabeth  having  exjilained 
theniAlves  to  each  other,  I  do  not  think  anything  you  or  I  have  tt) 
do  in  the  business  need  take  much  time,  or  give  us  any  trouble. 
He  mentioned  to  me  in  a  conversation  he  desired  with  me  yester- 
day an  intention  of  desiring  James  Newbigging  to  come  up,  and 
to  bring  uj)  papers  witli  him,  in  order  to  show  me  particularly 
how  his  situation  and  prospects  stood.  There  is  not  the  smallest 
necessity  for  any  such  step.  He  has  shown  me  enough  to  make 
me  understand  that  he  has  large  landed  proj)erty  under  large  in- 
cumbrances. But  they  are  not  such  as  in  any  respect  to  create 
any  idea  of  anxiet}.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  clear  to  me  tliat,  with 
your  attention,  joined  to  his  own  industry,  and  a  rational  economy, 
lie  has  within  his  powers  the  certainty  of  establishing  Jiis  famil}' 
on  a  most  respectable  footing.  And  he  shall  act  very  much  indeed 
contrary  to  my  opinion  if,   for  the  sake  of  having  a  little  larger 
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income  a  few  years  sooner,  he  shall  e\er  })art  with  one  ridne  of 
his  landed  pro])erty.  'I'ht.-  si/e  of  the  liouse  and  policy  of  Aniiston 
oii,<;ht  to  have  a  corresponding-  estalt-,  and  they  oii-^ht  to  l)e  knit 
together  by 'an  inilissohiblc  entail.  For  we  nnist  not  always  take  it 
for  _i;ranted  ihat  tlie  proprietors  of  Arniston  are  to  be  men  of 
business  and  of  virtiu."  ;  and  it  would  be  hard  if  one  profligate  fool 
should  have  it  in  his  })ower  to  dissolve  what  has  been  the  e*)l- 
lection  of  ages.  Tliese  being  my  general  sentiments  with 
regard  to  the  .Solicitor's  situation  and  ))rospects,  in  Avhich  I  truly 
bt-lieve  I  am  iu)t  less  interested  than  vou,  a  marriage-contract 
between  your  son  and  my  daugliter  must  be  a  very  simple 
business.  ...  1  su%pe(t  I  ha\  e  })ut  your  eyes  to  the  trial  to  read 
this  letter,  and  shall,  therefore,  relieve  you  with  only  further  say- 
ing that  if  our  tv.o  voung  friends  do  not  make  each  other  hapjn, 
1  shall  despair  of  ever  seeing  it  again. — -Yours  faithfully, 

HkXHV   DlNOAS. 

'i'he  marriage  took  place  in  the  foUowir.g  nu)nth,  April 
1787,  and  ])rove(l  a  verv  ha})pv  one  in  all  respects. 

In  Se})tem])ei-  17(S9,  Hay  ('ani})bel],  who  liad  been  Lord 
Advocate  since  tlie  fall  of  the  Coalition  Afinistry,  was  aj)- 
pointed  Lord  Fie-<ident  on  tlie  tieath  of  Sir  U'honias  Miller  of 
(rlenlee ;  anil  llohert  Dinulas  l)ecanie  Lord  Advocate  in  his 
thirty-second  vear. 

No  better  pictin-e  of  the  social  life  of  tliis  time  has  ever 
been  drawn  than  that  given  bv  Lord  Cockburu  in  a  passage  in 
his  Miiiiondls.  which,  though  well  known,  will  bear  re})etition. 
His  father,  then  ('on\enei-  of  Midlothian,  liad  gone  to  a 
meeting  of  load  trustees,  antl  taken  some  of  his  family  uith 
him.  *•  It  Mas  a  bright,  i)eauti{'ul  August  day,"  says  Lord 
("ockburn  ;  "we  returned  to  the  inn  of  Miiklleton,  on  our  way 
home,  about  seven  in  the  evening;  and  there  we  saw  another 
scene.  People  sometimes  sav  tiiat  there  is  no  probability  in 
Scott''s  making  the  partv  in  W'averley  retire  from  the  Castle  to 
the  Howf ;  but  these  people  were  not  with  me  at  the  inn  at 
Middleton,  about  forty  years  ago.  The  Duke  of  Buccleuch 
was  living  at  Dalkeith  ;"  Henry  Dundas  at  Melville;  llobert 
Dundas,  the  Lord  Advocate,  at  Arniston  ;  Hepburn  of  Clerk- 
ington  at  Middleton  ;  and  several  of  tlie  rest  of  the  aristoc-racy 
.of  Midlothian  within  a  few  miles;  all  with  their  families,  and 
luxurious  houses  ;    vet   had   tliev,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or 
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sixteen,  coiigreo-atetl  in  this  wretcheil  ale-liouse  for  a  day  of 
freetloni  and  jollity.  Wo  fount!  them,  roaring-  and  sini>'ino'  and 
hiughini;',  in  a  hnv-roofed  room  scarcolv  larg'e  onou<;"h  to  hold 
them,  with  wooilen  chairs  a.nd  a  sanded  floor.  \\'hen  their  own 
lae([ueys,  who  were  earryini::  on  hi<;h  life  in  the  kitchen,  did 
not  choose  to  ;ittend,  the  masters  veiv  served  by  two  women. 
There  was  plenty  of  wine,  ])articularly  claret,  in  rapid  circula- 
tion on  tlie  ta])le;  hut  mv  eve  was  chieHv  attracted  hv  a  huge 
howl  <jf  hot  whiskv  punch,  the  steam  of  whicli  was  almost 
dro}>})ing  from  tiie  roof,  while  tJie  odour  was  enough  to  })er- 
fume  the  whole  j^arish.  A\'e  were  called  in,  and  made  to 
partake,  and  A\-ere  very  kindly  used,  ])ai-ticulai-ly  by  my  uncle 
Marry  Dundas.  How  thev  ditl  joke  anil  laugh  !  with  songs, 
and  toasts,  and  disputations,  and  no  wan  I  of  practical  fun.  I 
don't  remember  anything  they  said,  antl  ])robably  did  not 
untlerstand  it.  Bid  the  noise,  and  the  heat,  and  the  uproarious 
mirth — T  think  I  hear  and  feel  them  yet.  ]My  f  dher  was  in 
the  chair;  and  he  having  gone  out  for  a  little,  one  of  us  bovs 
was  voted  into  his  place,  and  the  l)oy"s  health  was  drank,  with 
;dl  the  honours,  as  '  the  voung  Comener.  Ilui'ra  !  hurra  I  may 
he  be  a  better  man  than  his  father  !  hurra!  hurra!"  I  need 
not  mention  that  they  were  all  in  a  state  of  elevation  ;  though 
there  was  nothing  like  absolute  intoxication,  so  far  as  I  could 
judge." 

At  this  time,  and  for  some  years  after.  Lord  Ailvocate 
Dundas  used  to  sjiend  a  j)art  of  tlie  sunnner  on  the  shores  of 
Loch  llricht,  ^\hile  Mrs.  Dumlas  lived  with  her  father  at 
Dunira,  his  estate  near  C'omrie  in  JVa-thshire. 

I^och  Lricht  is  a  romantic  Ilighlaiul  lake,  lying  on  the  ' 
ni)rtlh  rn  confines  of  Perthshire,  among  the  wilds  of  13adenoch, 
and  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  a  bare  and  desolate  region. 
(3n  its  western  side  is  Hen  Alder,  a  magnilicent  mountain, 
among  whose  gloomy  recesses  Macpherson  of  Cluny  had  found 
a  safe  hiding-})lace,  in  which  he  defied  the  Government  forces, 
who  were  searching  for  him,  for  nine  years  after  CuUoden. 
About  five  nules  to  the  south  of  Loch  Lricht,  and  se})arated 
from  it  bv  nnigh  moorlands,  is  Loch  Rannoch,  at  the  western 
end  of  which  (that  nearest  Loch  Lricht)  is  Uaimoch  B.irracks, 
a  place  which  was  built  as  (juarters  for  the  soldiers  who  occupied  . 
that  district  after  the  relndlion  of  174"). 
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Tlie  follow  in<!;  Itttei-  destribes  an  adventure  wliieli  some  of' 
the  Dundas  partv  li.ul  amonir  these  hills  in  Auti'ust  17>s!).  It 
)i])])ears  that  the  l.onl  .VdvocateV  younoei-  brother.  I'ranciv 
Dundas,'  aloni^  with  Mr.  llenrv  Dundas's  son  Robert,  re-ohetl 
to  walk  from  Killin,  at  the  west  enil  of  I.t)rh  'J "ay,  to  I.oeh 
Ericht  ;  and  anv  one  wlio  has  ti'aversed  the  traekkss  wa>te 
known  as  the  ^loor  of  Raiuioeh,  over  a  part  of  which  their  route 
lay,  is  aware  that  it  was  a  lono-  and  difficult  walk. 


Lord  Advik  \tk  tu   Mrs.    Dlxd as. 

Locii  Erich  1"  shjK,  y'/'tursd'ay,  2-,th  Au^.  17^9. 

"^'011  made  me  very  ha]ipy,  my  dearest  ILlizabeth,  by  rccci\  ino 
your  letter  from  Francis,  who  arri\ed  here  about  six  o'clock  this 
moniino'.  \Miat  you  are  doini>-.  how  you  are,  and  all  the  little 
minutiic  ffoin^'  on  at  Dunira.  arc  to  me  the  most  ])leasini?:  intelli- 
gence of  any  }0U  can  ])ossib]y  connnunicate.  'I'o  return,  my 
sweet  wife,  the  same  pleasure  which  I  believe  my  letters  give 
to  her,  she  may  now  look  for  a  full  narrative  of  the  proceedings 
at  Loch  Kricht.  and  1  )nu>t  warn  her  they  are  a  little  extra- 
ordinary. 

I  had  just  got  to  bed  last  night  about  eleven,  when  a  knock 
at  the  window  from  the  outside  made  me  jump  up,  surprised  not 
a  little,  as  everybody  in  the  house  were  (juiet.  Guess  my  amaze- 
ment when  I  heard  Robert's  voice,  Avho  immediately  after 
entered  ;  and  guess  my  still  greater  astonishment  when  he  told 
me  the  Governor  and  he  h.ad  walked  that  day  from  Killin.  up- 
wards of  f  »rty  miles,  through  inaccessible  hills  :  and  that  he  lett 
Francis  in  the  moor  about  three  miles  oti',  unable  to  proceetl  a 
step  further.  This  intelligence  made  the  whole  family  turn  out. 
the  ladies  excepted.  By  this  time  it  was  half-pa-«t  eleven.  jMtch 
dark,  blowing  and  raining  a  tempest.  A  couple  of  Highhmders 
and  a  pony  were  immediately  dispatched  in  (picst  of  1  r.uici-. 
whose  situation.  I  can  assure  you,  alarmed  me  more  than  1  can 
express.  Your  brotlur  A\a>  immediately  taken  care  of  in  eery 
way  ;  and  as  soon  as  he  got  to  bed,  with  some  warm  chops  and 
Madeira  to  comfort  him,  he  fell  asleep  as  sound  as  a  top.  1  lie 
account  he  gave  me  of  Francis  was.  that  he  had  forced  Iiim  on 
with  directions  to  send  peo})le  for  him  ;  but  was  totally  un:ible  to 
drag  a  leg  after  him,  and  was  sitting  on  a  stone  at  the  loeh  siile. 


Sccunil  son  of  the  secon<l  President  Duml.is. 
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That  they  had  i^ot  to  KaTinocli  Barracks  early  in  the  afternoon. 
and  expecting  the  ])oat  to  meet  them,  at  the  end  of  the  Loch  ^ 
(twelve  miles  from  lience),  tliey  liad  agreed  to  Avalk  the  five  miles 
of  moor  betwixt  tlie  two  lakes,  which  after  their  dinner  they 
thought  themselves  able  for.  For  these  three  days  it  has  blown 
a  j)erfeet  hurricane  from  the  west,  which  rendered  it  absolutely 
impossible  to  row  the  boat  down  to  meet  them  ;  and  I  accordingly 
yesterday  morning  dispatched  a  courier  to  llannoch  with  a  note 
to  Francis,  telling  them  m  hy  the  boat  could  not  meet  them, 
liut  unfortunately  the  fellow  missed  them  bv  the  wav.  About 
two  miles  from  hence  there  is  the  only  shealing  on  the  loch  : 
which  Robert,  in  stumbling  tluough  the  moor,  fell  in  with,  and 
sent  the  Highlander  back  to  Francis  with  whisky  and  some  oat 
cakes,  Avhilst  he  himself  ]iroceeded  on  here  with  a  boy  he  got  at 
the  shealing,  1  sat  u})  till  one  o'clock,  when  one  of  the  High- 
landers returned  with  intelligence  that  the  Colonel  was  asleep  in 
the  shealing,  aiul  that  his  neighbour  and  the  ])ony  were  waiting 
there  till  he  should  awake.  I  then  Avent  to  bed,  so  far  satisfied  ; 
and  at  six  this  morning  his  honour  arrived,  such  a  figure  as  vou 
never  saw.  He  had  slept  on  the  mi>or,  with  the  rain  })elting  on 
him,  till  the  Highlander  came  from  the  shealing,  and  assisted  him 
to  it,  when,  after  eating  some  cheese,  and  drinking  half  a  bottle 
of  whisky,  he  had  slept  on  the  man's  bed  till  daybreak.  Their 
baggage  and  servants  were  left  some  miles  behind  on  the  moor. 
where  they  were  forced  to  stand  all  night,  there  behig  no  road, 
and  the  night  so  dark  that  they  could  not  pick  their  way. 

Unfortunately  })art  of  this  letter  lias  l)een  torn  ott",  and 
ciccoriliuo'lv  tile  storv  ends  nbruptlv  ;  but  iieitlier  of  the 
travellers  suft'eretl.  Francis  Dutulas,  who  was  at  that  time 
Colonel  of  tlie  Scots  l^riga.le  (afteruanls  the  94th  Regiment). 
lived  to  l)e  a  General  in  the  anny  ;  and  Kobert  Duiulas  suc- 
ceeded his  father,  in  1811,  as  the  second  \'isi-ount  ^lelvijle. 

Nothing  can  better  illustrate  the  complete  ciiange  uliich 
had  taken  place  in  the  Higidaiuis,  since  the  I'ebellion,  than  the 
fact  that  the  ilistrict  in  \vliicl!  ]\Ir.  Duiulas  was  now  living  in 
perfect  safetv  had  been,  when  his  father  was  Lord  A(!\oeate. 
not  fifty  years  before,  one  of  the  most  tiangerous  and  (li>aflectei! 
])arts  of  tlie  country,  l^verv  mile  of  the  lieather  over  which 
\\\s  hrotlier  and   cousin   stunil)led   on   that   Aui>iist   eveniui'-   in 


Lorh  I'.richt. 
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ITiSl)  was,  in  Aui>ust  17H)  and  for  .several  years  after,  <i,iiaraetl 
by  (nit|iosts  of  armed  elansnien,  who  allowed  no  ouf  to  approach 
the  fastnesses  of  Jkn  .Alde-r.  A  ehan^'e  too  has  takc'n  ijlaec 
sinee  1789.  The  lfi,i;]danal  liailway  runs  within  a  lew  uiile<  of 
l.oeli  I'irioht  ;  and  tIiOLii;h  the  Mooi'  of  Ivannoeh  is  as  desolate 
as  ever,  llannoeh  Ban-aeks  is  now  a  comfortable  shoolim;-  Iodide. 
At  the  o-eneral  election  of  1 790,  ^\y.  Ileni'v  Dinuhis  was 
returned  as  n)end)er  for  lAhnburi;]),  ]ia\in!i,-  ^•i\eu  m(»  his  >L'at 
for  Mitilotliian  in  oi'der  to  make  wav  for  his  ne])hew,  w  ho  wa- 
electeil  for  tlie  county  on  the  '^b'th  of  ,Iune.  The  FAl'mbiir^h 
A(lvcrii\C)-  thus  (k'scribcs  wliat  took  place:— 

"On  Saturday  there  was  a  \ erv  full  meeting'  of  the  free- 
holders of  tlie  eoLUity  of  l\iinburi;ii  in  the  Parliament  IIou>r. 
the  Jlight  Hon.  Ilenrv  Dundas,  Treasurer  of  the  Navv,  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Dundas  addressed  the  meeting;  in  a  nei'vous  speech, 
returning  his  waijnest  acknowletlgments  lor  tlie  honour  thev 
had  so  often  and  for  so  long  a  ])eriod  ct)nferred  upon  him. 
having  been  no  less  than  se\en  times  unaniinouslv  elected  their 
representative.  Mi-.  Dinulas  then  (juitted  the  chair,  wliieh 
Lord  lla.iles^  was  called  to  fill.  The  election  ])roceede{l.  when 
the  Right  Hon.  Uobert  Dundas  of  Arniston,  Lord  A(h<)cate. 
was  unaniniouslv  chosen. 

"The  Lord  Advocate  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the  honour 
done  him  in  choosing  him  to  fill  the  high  station  which  hi> 
ancestors  hail  idled  for  two  centuries  in  the  Scottish  and  Ih-iti-h 
parliaments.  The  I'arliament  House  was  crowdecL  A  number 
of  ladies  were  in  the  galleries,  among  wiiom  were  the  Duche-^ 
of  Gordon  and  daughtei'.  'fhe  gentlemen  afterwards  (Uneii  in 
the  new  xVssembly  Jloom."  "' 

The  Lord  Advocate  entered  rarliament  as  a  tlevoted  follower 
of  ^Ir.  Pitt,  but  witliout  any  great  contitleiice  in  his  own 
al)ilities.  He  modestly  aiul  eagerlv  aceejitetl  the  advii-e  which 
^Ir.  Pitt,  thouiih  young  in  vear>.  was  so  well  (pialiiied  to  gi\e 
to  a  new  member.  "•  I  am  going  down,"  he  writes  to  his  wife 
on  the  23d  of  ^burh   1791,  "at  lialf-pa>t    four,  to  attend   the 

'  Sir  David  Dahymple  nf  Haile>.      He  had   hecn  on  the  Ueiich  of  the  Court 
of  Session  since  1766. 

-  The  As^em'oly   Rm.nw  in  (.'.eoryc  Street,   Edinbur-h,   wlilcli   were   oi-.er.L-! 
about  the  year  17S5. 

I' 
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('oinniittee  on  the  Corn  IJill,  whirli  I  supjiose  will  hist  all  thi^ 
eveninii'.  1  wrote  vou  in  verv  bad  spirits  and  in  Avorse  lunnour 
with  nnsclf  fi)]-  ha\iui;'  rist'n  on  I'l-ithiy  last  to  i!,ive  my  o))inion 
about  th.it  business.  It  seems,  however,  tliat  I  was  mistaken, 
as  Pitt  was  much  ])leased,  and  said  what  I  liad  stated  was  in 
})oiiit  of  matter  and  manner  more  to  the  })urpose  tluui  anvthinu' 
he  liad  heard  on  the  snl/ject.  In  short,  he  thinks  I  shall  do 
him  tfood  ;  and  in  proof  of  it,  I  was  admitted,  by  his  own 
desire,  to  tlie  previous  )iieetinu'  at  his  house  ycsterdjiy,  of  <S 
or  10  of  liis  friends,  to  consider  what  was  to  be  stated  in  answ xr 
to  the  expected  attack  on  the  bill  for  a])})ropriatin<4;  the 
unclaimed  divideiuls.  lie  savs  lie  never  wants  me  to  make 
a  set  speech,  but  wishes  me  to  make  mvself  pi'e\iouslv 
master  of  the  business  to  come  on,  and  not  to  rise  and 
speak  on  it,  unless  I  feel  inclined,  and  anvthin^'  occurs 
which  I  think  myself  able  to  answer.  If  I  do  ultimately 
turn  out  of  use  to  him  in  an\  wav,  I  shall  be  alninilantlv 
satisiied." 

For  some  vears  after  this  Lord  Advocate  Dundas  occupied 
a  peculiarly  trying-  })Osition,  during;  which  things  were  done  in 
Scotland  which  all  j^arties  are  now  united  in  condenmiuii. 
Two  movements  were  in  progress  wliich  he  was  bound,  as  a 
faitliful  adherent  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  unfortunate  position  which 
that  illustrious  statesman  was  led  to  adopt  during  tlie  last  ten 
years  of  the  century,  to  oppose  both  as  a  politician  and  as  fiist 
law  officer  of  the  Ci-own  in  Scotland.  These  movements  were 
the  agitation  for  l^uru'h  Reform,  and  the  agitation  for  Par- 
liamentary Keforni. 

Tlie  grievances  whicli  were  com])lained  of  in  the  Scottisli 
l)urghs  were  such  as  c-an  hardlv  !)e  ?-ealised  in  our  own  dav. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  mention  a  few  of  them.  In  the  first 
place,  the  town-councils  ^vere  self-elected ;  and,  accordingly, 
year  after  vear  the  same  ))ersons  managed  or  mismanaged  the 
affairs  of  the  l)urghs,  the  burgesses  jiaving  no  ])ower  of  dis- 
carding from  their  service  even  the  most  unworthy  or  incom- 
petent of  the  councillors.  To  such  an  extent  was  this  absunl 
system  carried  that  there  were  instances  of  men  contiiuiing  to 
act  as  town-councillors  for  periods  of  from  twenty  to  fifty 
vears  without  interruption.  Sometimes  one  funilv  wouki 
secure  tiie  power  of  inanaging  a  burgh,  and   hand  it  down  from 
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fatlier  to  son.  .Vt  oiliev  times  tlie  iiiana^enicnt  iV-ll  into  the 
Itands  of  a  council,  many  of  whose  memhers  were  non-i-oitivut 
iiud  totally  i<;'norant  of  the  l)ur<4li  business. 

These  self-elected  councilloi-s  rei'used,  in  nuuu  cases,  to 
allow  the  bur<>;esses  access  to  the  hooks  of  council,  ami  insisted 
on  spending  the  public  monev  without  any  supervision  or  t-on- 
trol  by  the  tax-])ayers. 

There  were  many  instances  in  which  the  ])ublir  property 
had  been  alienated  without  the  consent,  or  even  against  the 
wishes,  of  the  inhabitants.  At  Inyerness,  for  e\am})le.  this 
was  a  o-reat  grieyance.  '*  The  reyenues  of  this  burt;'h,  dil<ij>iilated 
away  witliin  the  last  century  by  the  different  leadiiiu'  magis- 
trates, in  favours  of  theniselves  and  their  adherents,  foi-  triHin"- 
feu-duties  not  exceeding;  i'i^O  ])er  amunn,  now  yield  above 
i^30()0  sterling-.  The  revenue  of  the  town  is  at  j)resent  ^  loOO 
'sterling  a  year  or  thereby;  a  great  part  of  whieh  is  ex])ended 
in  entertainments  and  pensions  to  the  friends  ami  adherents  of 
the  leader."-  At  Dmulee  the  same  thing  had  taken  place. 
'"Had  the  town  retained  the  property  of  their  Luids,  the 
revenue  would  have  been  very  great.  But  these,  except  an 
inconsiderable  part  (which  have  been  feued  on  very  disadvan- 
tageous terms),  were  distributed  ;unong  the  friends  of  the  men 
who  formerly  comj^osed  the  town-councils,  many  of  them  with- 
out the  shadow  of  a  remimcration,  and  others  for  such  a\()\\ed 
causes  as  l-'ore  no  ]M-o])ortion  to  tlie  value  of  the  ])ro))erty 
given  away.""' 

Taxes,  too,  were  imposed  without  the  authoiitv  of  Parlia- 
ment. In  Glasgow  potatoes  were  taxed  on  the  ground,  it  was 
said,  that  tliey  had  ))artly  superseded  the  use  of  meal,  on  which 
a  tax  had  been  estal)li'-hed  by  usage  !  "* 

It  followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  jobbery  of  every 
kind  was  rampant.  Ihiilding  contracts  were  given,  not  to  the 
lowest  otferer,  or  to  tlie  best  contractor,  but  to  those  who  were 
relations  or  friends  of  the  towji-councillors ;  and  work  was 
often  ordered,  not  because  the  town  needed  it,  but  simply  in 


"  .1  Miuioir  conceniiit^  the  Urt'o-in  ana  JYo^'/YiS  of  the  ReforDi  J-roposcti  in 
the  Internal  Gover)Uiunt  or  the  Royal  Burghs  of  StctlaiiJ.  liy  Archibnli! 
Fletcher.  E-q.,  Advocate.      Part  iii.  p.  56. 
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onltT    to    eiii"ic'li    those    whoin    tlie   irr(.'sj)onsil)lc    town-coina-ii 
ui^ilecl  to  fiiNour. 

J.astly,  tin's  hvsteui  of  sulf-flection,  witli  its  uatuml  acct)m- 
paniineuts  of  jobberv  aiul  jiLCiilatioii,  \\a>  miai'cltd  by  wliat  \wi> 
known  as  the  IJeautifiil  Order,  a  farce  deviseil  for  the  jiurpo^t- 
of  securinfi'  that,  on  those  o(ea>ions  wlien  the  election  of  a  neu 
councillor  coiilil  not  be  a\oiileil.  anv  new  member  of  cor})oratie>n 
should  staud  by  all  that  was  done  within  tlie  secret  conclave  of 
the  coinicil  chamber.  The  new  councillor  Avas  elected  on  tlMe 
express  condition  tliat  h.e  would  solemnly  pi-omise  always  to 
abide  bv  the  vote  of  a  majoiitv  of  his  l)rolher  coimcillors.^ 

In  178:3  a  conference  of  bur_uh  deleuate.->  was  held,  by  which 
an  aoitatit)n  for  reform  was  originated  ;  and  four  vears  latt-r. 
after  an  immense  quantity  of  eviileiice  liad  been  collected,  an 
attemjjt  was  made  to  imhice  the  Go\ei'nnienl  to  deal  with  tlie 
(juestion.  Mr.  llem-v  1)unda<  was  ai)j)roached  i!])on  the  sul)- 
ject.  ''lint  I\lr.  Duntlas,"  xav^  Fletcher,  "'in  perfect  con^i-t- 
ency  with  the  manly  o])enness  of  his  cliaracter,  tolil  us  at  once 
that  he  wcndd  not  support,  but  op))ose  the  object  of  the  IJurch 
Reform."  It  w oukl,  indeeil,  have  been  diHicult  for  ]Mr.  Dunda- 
to  have  assi^tetl  a  movement,  one  of  the  lirst  results  of  w  liich 
would  have  been  to  irritate,  and  })robably  estrange  tlie  towr.- 
conncil  of  Edinburgh,  which  returned  him,  or  anv  member  of 
his  family  whom  he  chose  to  nonunate,  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  Lord  ('ockbui-n  de>ci-il)es  the  Edinburgh  council 
ciiandjer.  wliich  seems  to  liaAc  been  well  suited  for  its  occu- 
pants, as  '••a  low-roofed  room,  \ ery  dark  and  verv  dirtv." 
"Within  this  l^amiemonium,""  he  say.s.  "sat  the  town-council, 
onniipotent,  corru})U  im])enetrable.  Nothing  was  bevond  it- 
gra^p  ;  no  variety  of  o))inion  (Hsturbed  it^  unanimity,  for  tlie 
pleasure  of  Dundas  was  tlie  sole  I'ule  for  everv  one  of  then.i. 
lleporters,  the  fruit  of  free  discussion,  tHd  not  exist  :  and 
tliough  they  liail  existed,  would  not  liave  dared  to  disclose  th.t- 
proceedings.  Silent,  powerful,  submissive,  mvsterious,  and 
irresponsible,  they  might  have  been  sitting  in  \'enice."  A\'ith 
such  an  institution  at  his  doors,  it  was  not  likelv  that  Mr. 
l)unda>  woidd  take  a  leading  ])ai-t  iu  ])romoting  a  reform  of 
the  corporations  of  which  it  was  merely  a  specimen. 


Fletcher  (Pii  Kuri^h  Reform,  f'nrt  iii.  p.  3: 
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Mr.  Henry  I'lrskine,  however,  ami  the  ^^'hi^•s  in  SeotlaiKJ. 
were  aetive  in  ao'itatini^  for  some  measure  of  t)uru,h  i-etorm  ; 
and  they  were  sii])j)()rte(l  by  Mr.  Sheriihm  and  the  Opposition 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  They  eontinued  their  ett'orts  for 
sometime:  and  in  1T9.'2  the  Cioverinnent  yielded  to  ;i  certain 
extent.  Lord  .Vdvocate  Dundas  ])roiii!:ht  in  a  bill  to  reuidate 
the  mode  of  aceountin"'  for  the  eonnnon  i;-ooil  and  i-evemies  of 
the  royal  l)ur<;hs  of  Seotland.  l^iit  the  system  of  self-election, 
from  which  the  reformers  declared  all  their  grievances  .spriniu' 
"as  ]-iviilets  from  a  fountain,'"  was  left  untouched;  and  the 
bill,  after  the  second  readin<;-  had  been  jiassed,  was  abandoned. 

]]ut  the  ([ueslion  ol' burgh  reform  was  foru'otten  for  a  time, 
in  the  nn'dst  of  the  tierce  ])assion>  ^vhich  were  aroused  bv  the 
larg-er  and  more  e'ccitiiiL';  topics  to  whicli  the  attention  of  the 
country,  now  brouuht  fu'e  to  face  with  a  demand  for  a  change 
in  the  system  ol'  j)ai-liamentary  rej-iresentation,  was  for  some 
years  to  1)e  directed. 

In  Scotland  the  horrors  of  tlie  I'rench  llevolution  hat!  rent 
society  in  twain.  Mr.  Jiurke's  lu-^lcct'iofts  on  flu-  Frcinh 
Jievohdion,  which  a])])eared  in  1790,  but  faintly  echoeil  the 
fear  of  change,  the  burning  indignation  against  those  who 
ventured  even  to  hint  at  reform,  and  the  intense  distrust  of 
the  masses  which  was  felt  by  many  at  this  time.  The  ])ubli- 
cation,  in  the  following  year,  of  the  VhuUr'nc  GaU'nir  only 
added  fuel  to  the  Hame  ;  and  events  soon  took  ])lace.  in  wliich 
I^ird  Advocate  Dundas  was  a  leailing  actor,  of  a  most  painful 
and  harrowing  description. 

It  was  to  the  proceedings  of  the  "Society  of  I'riends  of  tlit- 
People""'  that  the  attention  of  Government  was  chiefly  directed. 
This  association  was  formed  in  ]-aigland  during  the  spring  of 
1792.  At  first  it  consisted  of  about  one  hundred  mend)ers. 
most  of  whom  wei'e  persons  of  some  j)osition  in  the  countrv. 
One  of  the  original  mend)ers  was  Thomas  Jlrskine,  afterwcirds 
Lord  Chancellor  Krskine.  Sir  James  Mackintosh  acted  as 
secretary.  Lord  Lauderdale,  l,ord  John  liussell,  ^.fr.  (irey. 
afterwards  Earl  (rrey,  ^Mr.  l"\)x,  Mr.  Slieridan,  and  Mr.  \\'hit- 
bread,  were  also  members.^  '^riieir  object  was  strictlv  constitu- 
tional, and  Avas  defined  as  "obtaining  a  I'arliamentarv  Keform." 


'  The   first  general   meeting  of  tho  Friends  of  the  People  was  held  in  the 
Freemasons'  Tavern,  London,  on  the  26th  of  April  1792. 
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JJiit  a  society  whose  leaders  lia\e  in  view  a  le<i,-itii)iate  end. 
wliicli  tliev  purj)()se  to  attain  l)v  le<j,'itiniate  lueans,  eanno! 
always  control  the  action  oi"  all  its  adllerent^.  The  mIioIc 
history  of  reform  shows  that,  as  a  rule,  side  l)y  side  with 
lepd  and  constitutional  auitation,  there  is  found  an  illegal 
movement,  conducted  by  men  wlio  relv  u])on  acts  of  violence 
or  intimidation.  In  the  se\ente'enth  centin'\'  the  memor- 
able resistance  to  the  Scottish  adlniinistration  of  Charles  tlie 
Second  and  James  the  Second  was  stained  bv  the  murder  of 
Sliarpe  and  other  outrag-es.  At  the  comnKncement  of  the 
present  century  the  Cato  Sti-eet  conspiratoi's  })urposei!,  bv 
wholesale  assassination,  to  ad\ance  the  cause  for  which  the 
^^'hig■  members  were  contendini!;  \sithin  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. And,  in  like  manner,  there  was,  in  179^,  a  daniierou-> 
s))irit  of  violence,  if  not  of  actual  disloyalty,  among  m;uiv  of 
the  working  classes.  In  the  meantime,  howc\er,  nothing  vorse 
took  place  than  ordinary  rioting  in  I'xiinburgh,  Dumlce,  and 
some  other  places  in  Scotlaml. 

The  King's  birthday  Mas  the  4-th  of  June.  During  the 
day  all  ^vas  Cjuiet  in  ]\dinbui-gh  ;  anil  for  some  time  in  the 
evening  notliing  of  importance  hap])ened.  Bonfires  were 
lighted,  and  lireworks  displayed  by  the  street  boys,  as  usual. 
But,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  some  dragoon  officers,  who 
chanced  to  be  walking  along  the  High  Street,  attracteii  the 
attention  of  the  mob.  Stones  wwe  thrown  at  them,  and  thev 
ran  for  shelter  to  the  Hiding  School,  where  some  of  their  men 
were  stationed.  The  dragoons  tunicil  out  and  patrolled  the 
streets,  where  the  mob  attacked  them  with  stones  and  squibs. 
The  5'k\  Ixegimeiit,  which  was  then  ipiartered  in  the  Castle. 
marched  into  the  city  ;  and  the  ci-owd,  turning  its  attention 
from  the  soldiery,  was  alloweil,  uiunolested,  to  burn  the  ^entr\ 
boxes  which  stood  at  the  Trou  Church  ;  after  w  hich  it 
dispersed.  No  attacks  were  made  on  private  houses  that 
night. 

As  may  be  supposed,  the  Arniston  family,  one  of  whose 
members  was  Home  Secretary,^  and  another  Lord  Advocate, 
was  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  mob  ;  and  the  following  news- 
pa[)er    account,   which    is    j)robably    accurate    in    nio.st    of   its 
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details,  describes   mi   attack   \vliicli    was   uiaile    upon    them    on 
tile  toilowini'-  niiilit: — 

'' Oil  Tuesda}',  June  51]!,  it  \v;is  expected  that  tlie  riots  in 
tiiis  city  were  at  an  tnd,  and  the  (h-agoons  who  hatl  been 
brought  to  town  on  INloinlay  were  on  Tuesday  ibrenoon  sent 
away  to  tlieir  respective  (juarters.  In  the  evening,  liowever,  a 
number  of  peo})le  assembled  in  George  Scpiare,  and  proceedeii 
to  break  tlie  windows  of  the  house.s  of  Mrs.  I)unda>.  Dowager 
of  Arnistt))!,  and  the  Lord  Ad\()cate.  'J'he  J^heritr"  earnesth 
intreated  tlie  mob  to  retire,  but  in  vain.  He  then  sent  for  the 
53d  regiment  from  the  C'nstle.  \\']ien  thev  came  thev  were 
insulted  with  stones.  The  Slierilf  informed  tlie  mob  that  if 
they  diil  not  disperse,  the  sokliers  would  tire  upon  them. 
They  then  a])parently  dispersed,  and  the  soldiers  were  orderetl 
away,  except  an  otlicer  and  twenty  men,  who  were  left  to  guard 
the  houses  that  had  been  attacked.  .Vbout  an  hour  after- 
wards, the  mob  again  assembled,  when  the  Sheriff  ami  the 
small  party  of  soldiers  endeavoured  in  vain  to  disperse  them. 
The  mob  continued  to  insult  them,  and  to  break  the  windows 
of  a  house  in  the  square.  The  Sheriff,  after  ineffectual  efforts 
to  disperse  them,  gave  ortlers  to  a  few  of  the  soltliers  to  fire, 
but  the  mob  finding  none  of  their  number  woundetl  became 
more  bold  and  abusive.  The  Sheriff  then  gave  orders  to  tire 
a  second  time,  w  hen  six  or  seven  jiersons  were  wouiuled,  t\v<> 
of  them  \ery  dangerously. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  authorities,  held  next  day,  it  was 
observed  that  many  fal>e  reports  luul  l)een  propagated  to 
inliame  the  minds  of  the  people,  })articulai-lv  one  that  'Slw 
Secretarv  Duiulas  was  bringing  a  bill  into  }*arli;unent  to  rai>e 
the  price  of  meal." 

On  the  following  evening,  the  6th  of  June,  the  mob  again 
assembled,  and  attacked  the  Ix)rd  Pro\<)st's  house,  w  hicli  was 
in  St.  Andrew  S(juare.  All  the  windows  were  broken;  but 
the  riot  lasted  only  a  short  time.  Two  signal  guns  were  firetl 
from  the  Castle,  on  which  the  soldiers  turned  out,  ami  the 
rioters  at  once  dispersetl. 

Alarmed  by  the  excited  state  of  public  feeling,  some  of  the 
landed  pro])rietors  in  Scotland  ap})ointed  delegates  to  holil  a 
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fonferencc  in  I'diiihuri;!)  ''to  consicler  the  present  state  of  the 
election  hu\s  lor  the  return  oi'  members  to  Farliament/*  'Hie 
meeting-  was  Jiekl  in  the  .Assembly  Jlooms  on  the  '2(1  of.Tuly.  Sir 
.lames  Montgomery  of  Stanhope  was  in  the  ehair.  ".V  motion 
in  favour  of  a  reform  in  these  laws  was  moved  by  Sir  Thomas 
Dundas,  and  seconded  bv  Lord  Advocate  Dundas,  and  agreed  to 
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un;inimou^lv."  '  A  committee  was  ap})ointed  to  consider  the 
subject ;  but  in  the  end  the  mt)vement  led  to  no  })ractical  result. 
The  })lan  of  operations  whicli  the  Friends  of  the  People 
intended  to  follow,  was  to  organise,  all  over  the  countiy,  a 
number  of  atfiliated  societies  for  reform  (one  in  every  ])ari>h, 
if  possible),  V,  hich  were  to  send  deleu'ates  to  a  general  conven- 
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tion.  The  first  ineL'tiiig  of  the  Scottish  braiicli  of  the  Soeietv 
was  hf](\  ill  GlnsfTow  at  the  eiiil  of  October.  Colonel  Dalrviii])le 
of  I'^ordel  was  elected  President  ;  and  two  resolutions,  one  in 
favour  of  l\irlianientarv  lleforni,  am!  the  other  in  favcun-  of  a 
shorter  duration  of  Parliaments,  were  jiassed.  "^^I'his  nieetin<j,- 
was  followed  by  a  "•Convention""  of  dele<:;ates,  which  assembled 
in  Kdiid)ur<i.-]i  on  the  11th  of  December,  and  continued  to  sit 
for  ^ome  time. 

These  ])roceedin^s  caused  o-reat  uneasiness  auion^i:,-  the 
^Ministerialists  ;  and  the  letters  which  Lord  Atlvocate  Dun- 
das  wrote  to  his  uncle  in  .lainiarv  M9o  constantly  refer 
to  the  subject.  '•'J'wo  fictions  papers  jirinted  here,  the 
C'<dc<1onhiii  C'/n-0)//cIf  and  the  Kd'inhiirgli  Ga::cftt\''  were  sent 
regularly  to  the  Home  Oflice.  "I  hojie,"  he  ^\  rites  on  the 
3d  of  Januai-y,  '"  not  without  some  anxiety,  that  an  l-'ilin- 
burgh  iurv  ^\il]  d<>  ecjurd  justice  on  our  seditious  gentry  that  a 
^Middlesex  one  has  done  with  you."  From  this  time  onwanls 
the  reports  of  spies  in  the  emplovment  of  the  Govenunent  came 
in  from  day  to  day.  "  I  have  wrote  you  twice  as  to  the  main 
))oint,  a  little  cash  to  rewaril  our's])ies  and  emissaries."  ^ 

One  of  these  spies  was  a  man  named  llobert  AVatt.  On 
the  13th  (>f  -January  the  Lord  Advocate  writes  to  his  uncle 
Henrv,  "  Watt  was  with  me  last  night.  He  was  in  Perth 
about  a  week  ago.  James  Wylie,  merchant  there,  v^  horn  I 
know  to  be  the  most  intem])erate  revolutioner  in  Scotland,  is, 
he  informs  me,  engaged  in  a  foreign  correspondence  with 
France.  He  suggested,  and  that  very  earnestly,  the  pro})riety 
of  opening  his  letters  at  the  post-otfice.  Any  coming  from 
abroad,  addressed  to  IVIr.  AVvlie,  merchant  in  Perth,  may  i)e 
attendeil  to  in  London,  if  you  think  that  measure  projx'r. 
All  letters  fnmi  Perth,  which,  of  course,  have  the  Perth  mark 
on  them,  addressed  to  France,  can  be  easily  stoppeil  here,  or 
forwarded  to  London  to  be  examined,  if  it  is  judged  expedient 
to  take  that  step.  Hut  witlunit  hearing  from  you,  or  receiving 
vour  directions,  I  shall  take  no  ste])s  in  the  business." - 

1  Lord  Advocate  Dundas  to  Xopean,  4th  Jan.  1793.  State  I'aj-ers,  Domestic, 
Scotland,  I'ldilic  Record  Oihcc.  Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  Evan,  Xcpean  was  Under 
-Secretary  for  the  Home  liei'artnK'nt  at  this  time. 

-  Lord  Advocate  Lundas  to  the  Hume  Secretary,  13th  Jan.  1793.  rul-lic 
Record  Office. 
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Later  in  the  month  Dmulas  was  a!)le  to  inform  his  unek' 
that  evervthin^u;  \sas  still  (piiet  ;  l)iit  he  tliouuht  that  tli'.'  spirit 
of  discontent  was  ouh  >in()thert'cl  for  a  time,  not  extinuuisheU. 
"The  o-reat  objecl,"  he  says,  "is  to  satisfy  the  eountvv 
that,  within  tlie  IJritish  ilominions,  none  of  these  fellows  is 
sail-." 

Tile  following'  letter,  one  of  many  on  the  same  subject 
among  the  Scottish  papers  in  the  Record  OHiee,  is  a  sj^ccimen 
of  the  re])(n-ts  which  \\  ei-e  sent  from  Scotland  to  the  Home 
OiKce:— 

Ml!.    Ke.WKTU   MACKENZn;  /O   Mk.    Pll.TKXtN'.' 

I-.DIXR,,  -ifdjaii).  1793. 
Snt,— '1  lie  account  you  require  of  my  journey  from  the  Xorth 
I  trust  y\'A\,  u})on  the  whole,  j)rove  satisfactory,  as  I  can  with  truth 
inform  you  that  I  found  the  towns  of  Inverness,  Nairn,  Forres, 
Elgin,  Bantr,  Aberdeen,  Cupar  in  Ano-us,  and  Perth  all  increasino- 
in  wealth  and  industrious  pursuits,  and  the  principal  inliabitants 
well  atlected  to  the  measures  of  (jovermuent,  with  some  few  ex- 
ceptions at  Perth  and  Dundee,  where  some  turbulent  peojile  are 
still  endeavouring  to  disturb  and  mislead  the  pojiulace,  and  with 
too  nnich  success.  At  a  new  inn  near  (iordon  Castle  I  was  in- 
fox-med  that  a  party  had  come  to  the  Duke's  village  at  Fochabers 
and  erected  a  tree  of  liberty  at  Flis  Grace's  gate  :  that  the  Duke 
had  ottered  a  ten  guineas'  reward  to  discover  the  peo})le  con- 
cerned without  success.  At  Fawrence  Kirk  in  Angus  a  refractors- 
innkeeper,  not  the  ])rinci])al  one  in  that  jilace,  had  sunnnon'd 
sixty  members  of  a  club  to  be  held  there  in  the  course  of  this 
week,  for  the  })urposes  of  establishing  a  ])lan  of  reform,  etc.  etc. 
At  Perth  I  learned  from  a  considerable  manufacturer  of  that 
town,  that  the  principal  inhabitants  were  well  affected  to  Covern- 
ment,  but  that  riots  and  frequent  meetings  still  prevailed  among 
the  lower  order  of  the  people  there,  whose  proceedings  were  sup- 
ported and  greatly  jiromoted  by  sonie  leading  peo})le,  preachers 
and  others  from  Dundee,  to  such  an  alarming  degree,  that  Lord 
Kinnoul  judged  it  necessary  on  Sunday  the  "-I'iA  ulto.  to  frame 
certain  resolutions  in  suppt)rt  of  those  proposed  by  the  gentlemen 
of  the  county  of  Perth,  and  in  supjjort  of  the  measures  of  govern- 
ment:   that    his    Lordship  went    to    his    parish  church   with  the 


>  Enclosure  in  a  letter  of  Mr.  \Vm.  Pulteney's  to  Mr.  Secretary  Di.'.ndas  of 
4th  Jan.   1793. 
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view  of  signing  thc<e  reso]utit)ns  in  j)ivseiice  ol'  the  conurtiialiiiii, 
which  he  did,  and  gtil  his  parson,  factor,  and  gardner  to  sign 
tliern  by  way  of  eiiconragenieiit  to  the  rest  t)f  the  parishioners, 
wlui  were  all  charged  by  an  oratt)r  from  Dinulee  to  decline  sign- 
ing any  such  aristocratic  I'esoliitions  as  sid)'.  ersi\e  of  their  graml 
object  of  reform,  and  accordingly  there  a]>peared  only  three  or 
four  signatures  to  his  Lordship's  resolutions.  These  turbulent 
spirits  at  Dundee  are  well  kncnsn,  and  liave  ackno\\ledged  them- 
selves the  authors  of  se\  eral  inflammatory  hand-bills  in  circulation 
in  and  about  Perth,  where  1  understood  several  respectable  in- 
habitants had  assembled^  and  sent  a  rejiort  of  these  proceedings 
to  the  Lord  Advocate  for  advice.  Permit  me  to  acknoAvledge  my 
obligations  for  your  unremitting  attention  to  me  during  my  jiro- 
gress  on  the  Ullajiool  road,  and  to  hope  that  the  supjdy  now 
wanted  for  the  further  prosecution  of  that  work  will  very  soon 
be  obtained. — And  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  nmst  respe<'tfull\-. 
Sir,  your  most  obed'  and  obliged  hb'''  servant. 

Ken"'  M  \ckknzik. 
William  Piilteney,  Esij. 

In  tlie  meantime  an  inii)()rtant  arrest  had  been  made. 
Walking  the  floor  of  the  rarliameiit  House  at  tliis  tiuie  was 
a  young  advocate  wliose  fair  hair,  blue  eyes,  o})en  countenance, 
and  ])leasing  manners,  did  not  seem  to  point  him  out  as  a 
dangerous  conspirator.  Yet  Tlu)mas  ]\Iuir,  younger  of  Hunters- 
hill,  luul  been  a  markeil  man  for  some  time.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  aiul  a  delegate  to 
the  Convention.  In  tlie  deliberations  of  that  assemblage  he 
had  taken  a  prominent  part.  Although  a  Scotsman,  he  iiad 
been  enrolled  as  a  mend)er  of  the  Society  of  United  Irishmen. 
He  hatl  been  lieartl  to  recommentl  the  study  of  Paine"s  works, 
and  was  suspected  of  being  in  correspondence  with  the  Uejjub- 
lican  leaders  in  France.  On  the  2d  of  January  he  was  arretted, 
liberated  on  bail,  and  indicted  for  trial  in  the  following 
month  on  a  cluu-ge  of  setlition.  He  did  iu)t  appear  on  the 
appointed  day,  but  was  afterwards  ap{)rehended  and  brouglit 
to  the  bar  of  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  on  the  iiOth  of 
August  179:3. 

Lord  AdvcK-ate  Duiulas  appeared  for  the  prosecution. 
Muir  defended  himself  I'liis  was  probably  a  mistake.  Ihit 
tlie  nu^st  elocpient  counsel  at  the  Scottish  bar  couhi  not  ha\e 
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obtained  an  ac([uittal  that  (la\,  tor  the  trial  took  ])Ln'c  Ix^forc 
Lord  Braxtlcld  and  a  ])afkt(!  jm-y. 

Jlobort  Ma('<iiiL'i'ii,  best  knouu  as  Ju.stice-C'lerk  IJraxtield. 
succeedeil,  at  tlie  trial  of  ,Miiir.  and  at  the  otlier  state  trials  of 
that  time,  in  destroying-  all  confidence  in  the  fairness  of  any 
trial  before  the  lli<;'h  Court  of  Justiciary  in  Scotland.  In  the 
picture  of  Lord  l^raxtield,  1)\  Uaeburn,  we  see  a  face  whose 
features  display  a  cond)iuatioa  of  hateful  (lualities;  a  cruel 
sensual  mouth;  hard  eves,  which  twinkle  with  shreudne<s 
and  low  cinminj:  ;  an  obstinate  chin;  and  a  w  ide,  well->haped 
forehead,  whose  outlines  cluarlv  show  that  he  had  not  the 
excuse  of  stupiditv  for  hi>  conduct  on  the  bencli.  Indeed  the 
oidv  excuse  which  can  be  found  for  his  conduct  is  one  which 
was  put  forward  at  the  time,  th.d  he  was  a.t  heart  cowardly, 
and  really  believed  that  ^luir  and  his  associates  wereendanii-erin<;- 
liis  lite.  *'  Aw  wc  quietly  to  allow  the  Friends  of  the  reoi)le 
to  cut  all  our  throats  r"  he  is  saitl  to  have  asked  on  one  occasion. 

Lord  Ail\()c;ite  Dundas  was  a  man  of  a  sinuularly  amiable 
disj)osition  ;  and  it  has  never  i)een  denied  that  he  comlucted 
the  celebrated  prosecution  of  ^luir  with  moderation,  and 
the  utmost  courtesy.  His  lanoua<i,e  in  addressing-  the  jury 
was  certainly  harsh  and  injudicious,  cruel  even,  it  may  be 
termed,  as  applied  to  a  professional  brother.  ])ut  liis  general 
mcinagement  of  the  case  was,  ay)art  from  the  merits  of 
the  cpiestion  at  issue,  perfectly  fair.  It  was  the  contluct  of 
Lord  Braxtield  which  shocked  all  beholders,  and  rousetl  the 
indignation  of  the  counti-y.  In  the  tit-st  ])lace  he  deliberately 
packed  the  jury.  }\\  the  law  of  Scotland  at  that  time  the 
judge  named  the  jurors.  Lord  IJraxfield,  in  spite  of  Muirs 
objections,  ])ut  into  the  jury-box  fifteen  men,  all  of  whom  were 
members  of  a  political  association,  called  the  IViends  of  the 
C  onstitution,  which  had  refused  to  receive  ]\Uiir  as  a  member. 
Having  packed  the  jury,  the  Justice-Clerk,  throughout  the 
whole  trial,  bullied  the  witnesses  for  the  defence,  re[)elled  all 
objections  taken  by  the  ])risoner  to  the  witnesses  for  the  ])rose- 
cution  (although  some  of  these  were  certainly  well  founded),  and 
behaved  to  the  prisoner  in  the  nio>t  brutal  and  insolent  maimer. 
The  result,  as  is  well  know  n,  was  a  conviction,  on  which  sen- 
tence of  transportation  for  fourteen  years  was  at  once  passed.^ 

The  trial  "f  Muir  is  rcUDrlci!  at  t'ull  k-nt'th  in  vol.  wiii.  of  the  -SV.i.'f  Tria'.s. 
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Next  month  :iiu)ther  of  the  Friciuls  of  tlic  People,  the 
Reverend  Thomas  Fyshe  l*ahnei-,  was  tried  at  Perth,  ami 
sentenced  to  se\eii  vear^"  ira^^J)ortation. 

Muir  \vas  detainL'tl  lor  some  time  in  lulinhuriiii  ;  but  the 
Lt)rd  Aihoeatf  \\as  a  er^  anxious  that  he  should  be  ren)o\ctl  to 
London  as  soon  as  possible. 

Loud  AnvoeATE  tu  Mk.  Sec  iu:tar\   Dinuvs. 

Edink..  28'//  0,h:  1703. 

Mv  DEAH  Sui.-  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  from  a  letter  of 
Mr.  Chapman's  this  morninii  that  the  intelliuence  Mf  had  these 
two  davs  flattered  ourselves  with  receivinQ-  this  day  a  conlirmation 
of.  is  unfounded. 

The  had  consequences  of  Muir's  remaining  in  prison  here,  be- 
come every  day  more  a})])arcnt.  And  althor.gh  it  is  still  my 
opinion  that,  if  possible,  no  distinction  should  l>c  made  between 
bim  and  anv  other  convict ,  yet  rather  than  allow  him  to  remain 
longer  here,  I  consider  his  ren)oval  tt)  I.ondon,  as  early  as  con- 
venient, to  be  essential  for  the  ])eaee  and  quiet  of  this  city. 
'I'here  is  a  convention  of  the  friends  of  the  people  to  be  held  here 
to-morrow".  And  tho'  no  respectable  persons  have  as  yet  a})peared 
amongst  them,  1  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  exertions  of  the  ring- 
leaders for  these  six  weeks  jiast  have  been  too  successful.  Almost 
all  the  clubs  of  last  year  have  been  revived,  have  been  attended 
by  very  considerable  numbers,  and  are  proceeding  in  the  same 
regular  and  systematic  plan  which  last  year  was  so  fortunately 
subdued.  L'^'  Laudertlale  visited  Muir  on  Saturday,  and  \\as 
long  with  him.  The  purpose  of  the  visit,  it  is  re})orted.  \\as  tt» 
enquire  if  he  meant  to  ap])ly  for  any  mitigation  of  his  punishment. 
and  to  assure  him  that  his  case  was  to  be  brought  before  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  The  countenance  thus  shown  him  has 
given  already  to  the  clubs  additional  spirits  :  and  the  bad  news 
from  the  Continent  will  not  contribute  to  lower  them.  I  leave 
these  things  to  your  consideration  :  and  trust,  if  you  concur  with 
me  in  opinion,  that  tiie  measure  I  have  suggested  will  soon  in- 
complied  with. 

Francis.  1  understand,  mentioned  tt)  you  a  corresponch  lu'e 
opened  w ith  me  by  a  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan,  secretary  of  the  Society 
of  United  Irishuun.  1  have  since  received  a  second  letter  from  that 
gentleman.  Private  information  from  one  of  the  clubs  here,  and 
a  letter  received   this  morning   from    a  gentleman    in    Dublin    to 
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Col.  Prin^le,  leave  mv  littJr  rDoni  to  doubt  that,  as  Lord  Fitz- 
eibbon  has  been  sonu-  days  at-o  called  upon  by  oiu-  Mr.  Ikitlti', 
I  shall  jM-()ba1_>ly  to-morrow  or  m-xt  d;iy  be  visited  bv  Mr.  U(n\aii. 
or  receive  throuch  a  third  hand  a  sinn'Iar  message. — Yours  i'aitli- 
fully,  IJ.  Dixi.As.i 

Arehihakl  IL-iniilton  Uowaii  of  KillileaLili,  to  wlioni  alhiNion 
is  made  in  tlie  f\-)ren()ino-  letter,  was  one  of  tlie  nu)^t  truculent 
nienihers  of  tlie  Society  of  I'nited  Irishmen,  and  an  associate 
of  Na})})er  'Jandy  and  ^^'ol!e  Tone.  Durino-  the  i)recedinu- 
summer  lie  liad  become  a  hero  among  the  revolutionary  partv 
in  Irela.nd  from  his  open  detiancc  of  the  Government,  and  liad 
now  come  to  ICdinburgli  foi-  the  ])arpose  of  challengino;  the 
Lord  Adv(x-ate.  who,  durimj;  the  proceedings  against  ]\Ir.  ]\hiii', 
had  spoken  of  the  Irish  leaders  as  "wretclies  who  liad  tied 
from  ])unishment.'" 

Mr.  Henry  Dundas,  who  was  aware  of  what  was  going  on, 
wrote  to  tlie  Solicitor-(Jeneral,  with  a  broad  hint  that  ste))s 
shoulil  be  taken  to  ])revent  a  (hiel. 

Mr.  SF.(RKTAin  DiNnxs  fo  Solkitoii  Genkrai.  Blau!. 

London,  2d  Norr.  1793. 
Dear  Solicitor, — You  will  easily  perceive  the  reason  whv 
this  letter  is  addresst  to  you  rather  than  to  the  Advocate.  I 
have  heard,  what  of  course  you  are  acquainted  with,  the  corre- 
sj)ondence  which  has  been  jiassin^-  between  him  and  an  Irish 
sjentleman.  Mr.  Rowan  Hamilton.  I  have  thought  ^  erv  inatureh' 
uj)on  the  subject,  and  am  well  aware  of  its  delicacy.  I  know  that 
the  habits  of  the  world  and  a  man's  own  feelings  do  not  admit  of 
his  doinij;  what  in  theory  m.iy  be  thmi^ht  best.  It  is  certainlv  an 
al)surdity  on  the  face  of  it  that  publick  men  acti)ig  in  the  course 
of  their  duty  should  be  sujjposed  amenable  as  individuals  to  everv 
man  who  thoui^ht  projier  to  be  oileiided.  and  it  would  in  the 
))resent  case  be  still  more  intolerable  when  it  would  ap])ear  to  l)e 
a  part  of  that  l;iwle<s  con fi-dt  racy  which  strikes  at  all  order, 
law,  and  legitimate  authority.  I  have  not  thought  it  right  to  sciy 
a  word  on  the  subject  to  the  .Advocate  himself,  but  as  you  will, 
of  course,  know  e\erythinu-  that  occurs  on  the  subject,  you  will  act 
in  such  a  manner,  as,  without  briiiiring  any  im})utation  on  the 
Advocate's  honour,  to  take  care  that  the  authority  of  the  law  is  not 
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tranipletl  upon,  'i'lie  Advocate  is  a  man  of  spirit,  and  no  c-ircinii- 
stanees  will  ever  deter  him  from  ftoins^  forward  directly  and  manfully 
in  the  execution  o<  his  dut\-.  liiit  if  this  sy^ton  is  to  be  ])erniitte(l 
to  ^o  on.  you  may  dejiend  upon  it  neither  judues  nor  juries  will  do 
their  duty;  at  least  on  many  of  them  it  will  have  that  ]iernicious 
effect. — Yours  very  sincerely.  HF.xin    Di  noas.i 

On  ivacliinn'  I'Alinbni'uh,  Mr.  Jvouan  and  the  Mon.  Simon 
Butler,  \vho  had  come  to  act  as  second  at  the  intended  chiel, 
went  to  ]3unibreck*s  Hotel,  in  St.  Andrev.-  Scpiare  ;  and  ]\Ii-. 
Butler  at  once  ])roceeded  wit!)  a  hostile  message  to  (ieoi-ue 
Scpiare.  He  saw  tlie  l/)rd  Ad\ocate.  who  said  that  he  ditl  not 
consider  himself  ])ound  to  ,i;i\e  any  explanation  of  what  he  luul 
said  in  his  ojlleial  eajiaeitv,  but  that  he  would  answer  .Mr. 
Rowan  without  delay.  The  answer  took  tlie  form  of  a  warrant 
for  the  arrest  of  I\Ir.  Jiowan  anil  liis  secor.d.  'riiey  were  ajiju-e- 
lieuded  ami  taken  before  the  Sheriti'  of  Mitllothian.  Colonel 
Macleotl,  M.F.,  howe\er,  went  bail  for  them,  and  they  weir 
libeiTited.  Some  of  the  Friends  of  the  l'e(^])le  entertained 
them  at  (Hnner  in  Hunter's  Ta,vern,  in  the  lioyal  l\ehan«^e, 
after  wliich  they  left  Scotland  and  went  liome. 

^Sluir  and  J'almer  were  sent  up  to  London  on  board  a 
revenue  cutter,  in  irons,  ami  amoni»;  a  mnnber  of  felons  who 
had  been  convicted  of  various  crimes.  Their  ciuse  iiad  roused 
great  interest.  "There  is  a  devil  of  a  stir  here  about  ^luir 
and  Palmer,'"  Mr.  \e})ean  writes  to  the  Lord  Advocate. 
Indeed,  so  stnnig  was  the  feelini;'  amon^'  the  A\'hiLC  niembers 
that  it  was  fullv  expectetl  that  a  tjuestion  would  be  raised  in 
Parlicunent  as  to  the  legality  of  the  sentence  wliich  had  been 
passed  upon  them. 

Mr.  Skcrktarn   DrxnA>  lo  tJif  Lord  Advocatk. 

(Private. )  '  \VlMr,LF,uoN,  ibtli  Xoz  >■.  1793. 

Dear  Advoc  atf:,—  I  had  a  visit  from  Lord  Lauderdale.  Mr. 
Grey,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  vul)ieet  of  >b-.  Palmer  and  Mr. 
Muir.  I  desired  to  be  furnished  with  an\'  communication  tliey 
had  to  make  in  irrifii/i^.  and  I  w<ndd  then  decide  what  1  would 
do  upon  it.      They  sent  it  after  two  days'  delay,  and  in  so  far  as  it 

^  Copy  of  a  letter  horn  Mr  Secretnry  Dundas  to  Robert  IJIair.  E>q., 
Solicitor-General.  State  Pn|>er->,  Si-otland.  1793. 
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consists  of  ;irmi))iei)t  1  have  ou-losfd  it  in  ;i  r  it  ere  nee  1  have  ju-l 
made  to  tlie  Lords  of  Justiciary,  addrest  to  Lord  Justicc--Clerk. 
As  the  i^re.-il  object  is  to  make  the  liusiiiess  a  suliject  of  parlia- 
mentary discLissioii,  it  must  be  attended  to  in  tliat  vie\\.  I  there- 
fore trust  tlie  judges  will  malce  their  report  vith  their  first  con- 
venience. At  tlie  same  time,  for  their  own  sakes,  and  for  the  sake 
of  the  law  of  the  country,  which  must  be  uplu-ld,  I  hojie  the 
report  will  be  ably  and  scientilically  tlrawn  iij).  Yun  vtaji  cdki- 
vutnicaie  this  le/U'r  jjiiralch/  to  l/if  jitiliics.  In  the  representation 
presented  to  me  by  Messr.-,.  Lauderdale,  (irey,  and  Sheridan,  they 
state  their  intention  to  briiip;  th.e  business  before  Parliament.  It 
is  not,  however,  my  intention  to  gratify  them  in  that  respect,  for 
if  the  jud<;es'  lieport  ex])resses  no  doubt  upon  the  subject,  I  amII 
carry  the  sentence  immediatel}'  into  execution,  and  meet  their 
ckiun)ur  in  I'ariianutit  without  any  kiiul  of  dismay. 

There  is  no  foundation  tor  the  report  you  have  heard  of  any 
particular  severity  to  Muir  and  Palmer.  I  send  you  the  note  1 
have  just  received  tVoni  Mr.  Nepi-an. — Yours  faithfully, 

Hkxuv  Dr\DA>. 

Mr.  Sk(  RETAin-  Drxn.Ns  fo  Ihc  Loun  AD\orATK. 

I-OM).   lith  Dc\}-.  1793.      Five  o'clock. 

Dear  Auvocatk,-  I  have  within  this  hour  received  a  \isit 
from  Lord  Lauderdale,  Mr.  Grey,  and  Mr.  Sheridan  to  state  that 
they  were  advised  that  the  eon\iction  and  confinement  of  Mr. 
Muir  and  Mr.  Palmer  was  ille->al,  and  that  they  meant  to  take 
measures  to  try  the  question,  and,  at  any  rate,  to  nudce  a  motion 
for  a  bill  in  Parliament,  with  a  retrospective  clause,  and  that  they 
had  called  ui)on  me  to  inve  me  this  intimation,  trustin"-  that  ! 
would  take  care  that  in  the  meantime  they  were  not  sent  otf.  1 
told  them  that  if  they  had  any  comnnniication  to  make  on  the  sub- 
ject, they  nuist  do  it  in  writini;',  and  I  would  consider  it.  Lauder- 
dale, who  was  the  chief  spokesman,  said  that  it  was  Leasing-uuikinir. 
and  that  the  ])uuishment  of  that  was  defined  by  an  Act  in  ITO.J. 

You  get  great  credit  here  for  your  attack  on  the  Conventi(ui. 
I  desired  Xepean  to  send  you  a  perusal  of  the  King's  note  to  me 
on  the  sul)ject.  —  Vmn-s  atfectly.,  Hk\r\   Dl.\u\s. 

Mh.  Secrktarv  Dlxdas  to  Mr.  SMirn. 

W'huf.UAI.L,  22,ti.  Dcccmr.  1793. 
Sir,  —  I    have    received    your    letter    enclosing    one   from    Mi'. 
Muir  at  Glasirow. 
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It  lias  always  been  -with  me  an  invariable  rule  to  relVr  e\ xry 
a})})lication  for  an  extension  of  the  Royal  mercy  to  the  judm -^  wlio 
presided  at  the  Court  where  the  sentence  was  pronounced,  in 
order  th;it  they  may  <^[\-c  their  opinion  whether  previous  to, 
or  during  the  course  of  the  trial,  or  subsequent  to  the  convic- 
tion, any  circumstances  appeared,  or  have  come  to  their  know- 
ledge which  woidd  juslity  a  mitigation  of  the  sentence  of  the 
Court. 

No  such  ap})licatii)n  has  been  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Muir.  1  can 
therefore  only  join  with  you  in  that  sympathy  which  inust  arise  in 
the  breast  of  every  friend  to  humanity  when  called  forth  l)y  the 
afflictions  of  parents,  wlio,  by  the  crimes  of  their  oflsjirinij,  are 
plunged  into  that  distress  which  the  parents  of  .Mr.  Muir  have 
stated  to  you. — T  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient., 
hmnble  servant.  Hf.nkv  Dtnuas. 

Win.  Smith,  ]'-sq. 

As  soon  as  it  became  certain  that  the  trials  of  ?kliiir  and 
Pabaier  would  be  disciissed  in  l^arliameut,  ^Ir.  Henrv  J)vuula> 
wi'ote  to  Lord  IJnixheld,  re(}uestino'  a  report  on  the  subject. 
His  Loixlship  sent  i\p  to  Downing  Street  a  unanimous  opinion. 
by  all  the  judges,  tluit  tlie  sentences  were  legal,'  ami  emlosetl 
a  confidential  note  from  liimself  urging  that  no  mercy  v]u)uld 
be  shown  to  the  prisoners. 

In  writing  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  on  the  11th  of  December. 
]\Ir.  Henrv  Dandas  says,  "You  get  great  credit  here  for  your 
attack  on  the  Convention."'-  What  had  taken  ])lace  \\as  thi^. 
In  December  anotlier  convention  assembled  in  Edinburgh,  at 
which  delegates  from  various  societies,  ]ia\ing  aims  similar  t<> 
those  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  attended.  It  was  rumoured 
that  the  law  odicers  of  the  C'nnvn  in  Scotland  weie  to  be 
intrusted  with  exceptional  powers;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  members  of  the  ('(mvention,  undaunted  by  the  fate  of 
■Muir  and  ]*aliner,  had  actually  discussed  the  possibilitv  of 
resisting  the  law  by  force  of  arms.  The  Lord  Advocate  ;uid 
Solicitor-tieneral  determine(.l  to  arrest  the  ringleader>  :  and.  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  Gerrald,  ]\Iargarot,  and  Skir\iiig, 
three  })roniinent  delegates,  were  in  custotly. 

1  This  report  is  in  the  Record  Ofiice,  date<l  27th  Doc.  179.V 

-  Supra,  p.  240. 
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EliiNK.,  Glh  Deer.  1793. 
Mv  !)K\i:  Siii, — Last  'ruesday's  GV/ii'/Zro;,  coiitainiii.ci;  a  I'livthfi- 
account  of  the  ])rocee(liiigs  of  the  Con\ention.  ap]ieared  to  tlie 
SoHcitor  and  mc  so  strong-,  tliat  mc  agreed  to  take  notice  oi'tht-ni. 
J'he  })i-oper  Avarrants  were  accordingly  obtained,  and  early  yester- 
day mornirig  })at  in  executio)!,  against  Margarot,  Gerrald,  C'al- 
lender,  .*'^kil•\"ing,  and  one  or  two  others,  and  Mith  such  effect 
that  Ave  have  secured  all  their  minutes  and  pa])ers.  And  tho'.  of 
course^  the  precognitions  are  not  yet  conij)leted,  and  not  laid  before 
nie,  my  information  is  that  ^ve  shall  haxe  no  ditficulty  in  makini>- 
good  a  charge  of  sedition  ag*^  them,  and  trying  and  convicting 
them  all.  It  gi\es  uic  much  satisfaction  to  state  to  you  that 
their  conduct  has  excited  universal  detestation,  and,  indeed, 
alarin,  and  that  the  strong  measures  taken  by  us  are  as  warndy 
ajiproved.  It  v.  as  concerted  that  if.  notwithstanding;  what  passed 
in  the  morning,  the}  should  presume  to  meet  in  the  evening  at 
the  u-'Ual  hour,  the  ])ro\-ost  should  interfei-c,  and  disperse  them. 
They  did  accordingly  meet  ;  and  last  night,  about  se\en  o'clock, 
he  proceeded  with  about  thirty  constables  to  the  place  (Hlack- 
friars  Wynd),  where  about  one  hundred  were  assembled,  and  went 
up  to  the  President's  chair  before  they  had  time  to  recollect 
themselves,  and  ordered  him  out,  and  the  others  to  dismiss.  The 
President  skulked  off.  But  Brown,  the  Sheitield  delegate,  took 
his  place,  and,  after  expressing  his  determination  not  to  move,  in 
which  he  was  joined  by  the  majority  of  his  associates,  the  Provost 
called  in  the  constaliles,  and  turned  Brown,  with  his  own  hand. 
tVom  the  chair.  On  tliis  they  dispersed,  Avithout  further  noise. 
1  have  been  infu-med  that  they  again  intend  re-assembling  this 
e\ening  in  a  different  })lac-e,  in  the  Canongate.  If  they  do.  we 
have  settled  tl);il  the  sam<-  conduct  shall  be  followed,  and  that 
the  person  found  acting  as  Preses  shall  be  coinuiitted  for  the 
night  to  the  guardhouse.  Xo  time  shall  be  lost  in  bringing  on 
their  trials.  The  copy  of  last  (ur.cllccr  is  in  the  office,  but  I  shall 
cause  it,  and  a  eoj)y  of  the  former  one,  to  be  sent  you  by  to- 
morrow's post.  I  trust  that  on  perusal  you  will  think  that  avc  have 
law  and  fact  both  sulfieient  on  oiu'  side,  and  that  vou  will  approve 
of  the  measures  which  ha\  e  been  taken.  One  ')f  tlieir  })residents, 
a  shopkeeper  Jiamed  Hart,  of  Ghisgow,  returned  there  on  Tuesday 
last.  Wednesday  evening  he  ap))eared  in  the  Public  Coffee  Room, 
to  which  he  is  a  subscriber,  and,  after  receiving  a  hiss  from  the 
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Avhole  company,  was.  -witli  rather  too  mucli  \  iolence,  kicked  out  ot 
the  room.  Mr.  Orr  has  wrote  me  on  the  subject,  as  the  part\ 
injured  lias  aj)])lied  to  tiie  magistrate  for  redress.  I  mention  it 
chiefly  to  show  you  that,  wild  as  we  have  been  ii\  this  countrv, 
<mr  senses  are  beginning  to  return,  and  that  even  reformers  are 
not  ripe  for  equality,  and  a  convention  modell'd  on  that  of  France. 
U'e  are  all  anxious  in  tlu;  extreme  to  hear  of  Lord  Howe.- — 
Yours  ever,  H.  DuNn\s.i 

LoKU  Anvot  ATK  lo  Mn.  SixRK.TAin   Dindas. 

]''i>iNK.,  I  r//.'  /A\/:  1793. 

Mv  DEAR  Snj. — "^'ou  will  receive  with  this  a  co])y  of  the  I'.din- 
burgh  Gttzcltrcr  of  last  night,  a.nd  } ou  will  attend  to  the  story  of 
the  "Cobler  of  Messina."  In  spite  of  this  allusion  we  shall  con- 
tinue the  strong  measures  ado})ted.  And  as  the  advertisemeJ!t 
signed  by  Skirxing,  calling  a  meeting  to-morrow,  apjiears  in  tlie 
face  of  tile  ])n)clamation  of  the  magistrates  and  sheritf.  he  is  to  be 
taken  uj)  this  day,  and  will  either  be  committed  to  ])rison,  or 
obliged  to  fnid  bail  for  his  good  behaviour.  7'o-)norrow  the  jieace 
officers  are  to  assemble  at  the  a})))ointed  place  of  meethig,  and  to 
prevent  its  being  held  there.  The  ])recognitions  still  go  on,  and. 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  will  be  com])leted  before  Saturdav, 
and  the  indictments  immediately  prepared.  1  shall  communicate 
to  you  the  result. 

The  publisher  of  the  GazcUcvr  had  the  impudence  or  the  in- 
solence to  write  me  a  letter  yesterday,  requesting  my  allowing  his 
paper  to  go  under  my  frank  at  the  })ost-otfice,  as  Colonel  Macleod 
had  refused  to  continue  his  permission  any  longer.  Of  course  I 
gave  him  no  answer. 

I  understand  from  several  quarters  that  the  general  opini(.)n  of 
the  inhabitants  here  is  that  Muir  and  Palmer  ought  onlv  to  have 
been  confined  till  the  opportunity  of  transjiorting  them  oricred  : 
and  that  their  being  handcuffed,  or  obliged  to  work  like  other 
felons,  is  made  the  liandle  of  nuich  clamour,  and  which  may  Iia\  e 
a  bad  effect.  If  }<ni  think  it  })roper  to  show  them  any  di^tinction 
from  the  case  of  other  convicts,  it  aj)pears  to  me  vour  doinir  so 
would  be  of  service.  If  the  juries  here  take  it  in  their  heads  that 
more  is  done  to  these  gentry  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  they 
may  actpiit  where  they  would  otherwise  have  convicted.— I  am. 
Yours  verv  faithfully,  R.  Dlndas."- 


Stntc  r.ipers,  Di-)inc.stic,  Scoiland,  1793. 
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The  arrest  of  the  ringleaders  put  ;ui  end  to  the  Comentioii. 
Skirviiiix  and  ^Mar^-arot  were  tried,  and  senteneed  to  fourteen 
years"  trunsporlation,  in  January  ]794.'^  In  Afiuvli  GerraUl 
received  a  similar  sentenee."' 

'J'he  tlireatened  discussion  in  Parliament,  on  the  subjeet  of 
the  trials  of  ]Muir  and  Palmer,  took  place  in  January.  I.,ord 
Stanhope,  in  the  House  of  J.ords,  moved  for  an  intjuirv  ;  but 
his  mention  was  defeated  by  a  lar^e  majority.  In  the  Commoiis 
there  was  a  hot  discussion,  during  which  Lord  xVdvocate  Dundas 
had  to  defend  himself  against  an  onslaught  in  which  both  ]\Ir. 
Fox  and  IMr.  Sheridan  took  ])art.  ])ut  the  Government  wa^ 
supported  by  an  overwhelming  majoritv. 

In  autunni  a  connnission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  was  held  in 
Edinburgli."  The  principal  case  was  that  of  Robert  Watt. 
who,  as  we  have  already  seen,  had  at  one  time  acteil  as  a 
Government  informer.'  He  was  now  accused  of  high  treason, 
the  chief  overt  act  being  a  cons])iracv  to  ujjset  the  Government 
by  setting  Edinburgh  on  lire,  attacking  the  castle,  sacking  tlu- 
banks,  ami  imprisoning  the  judges.  Tliat  such  a  conspirac\ 
existed  there  could  be  little  doubt  from  the  evidence.  But 
Watt's  defence  was  that  he  mingled  with  the  conspirators  in 
order  to  obtain  information  which  he  intended  to  communicate 
to  the  Govern men.t.  Lord  Advocate  Dundas  had  to  ajipear 
botli  as  jiublic  prosecutor  and  as  a  witness  for  the  prisoner. 
For  Watt  su])])a'naed  him  in  order  to  bring  out  the  fact  that 
he  had  been  in  connnunication  with  his  Lordshij)  and  Mr. 
Secretary  Huntlas.  But  it  was  proved  that  for  a  long  time  he 
had  ceasedi  either  to  see,  or  correspond  with,  the  authorities. 
The  jury  returneil  a  verdict  of  guilty,  and  he  was  condennied 
to  death.  In  ])rison,  the  night  before  his  execution,  he  wrote 
a  long  declaration,  in  which  he  admitted  his  guilt.' 

The  year  179o  was  a  miserable  year  in  both  England  ami 
Scotland.  The  state  of  public  feeling  went  from  bad  to  worse. 
Dear   fixjd,  increasing  taxation,  a  bad  harvest,  and   constant 


^  State  Trials,  vol.  xxiii.  pp.  391-778. 

-  IbiJ.  pp.  S03-1012. 

•'  In  1709  the  Ticason  Law  ot"  Scolland  w.as  abolished,  and  that  of  England, 
substituted  for  it.  .\ll  prosecutions  for  tri.a>on  in  Scotland  nui^t  l-e  held  lieforc 
a  commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  ;  and  a  grand  jury  must  llnd  true  bills  before 
the  trials  can  proceed. 

^  Supra,  p.  233.  '"  State  Trials,  vol.  xxiii.  pp.  1 167-1404. 
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})olitical  agit;ilii)n  exi'iti-d  tin."  disfonteiit  of  the  workiji;;-  classfs 
to  a  dano-erous  point.  In  Ociober  tlie  king  was  inobbed  and 
insulted  on  liis  way  to  open  railianient.  The  (ioverninent 
retaliated  by  brin.u-ini;-  in  two  bills,  one  for  the  ])re\ention  of 
seditious  nieetin<;s,  and  the  other  for  the  ]M-eservation  of  the 
royal  person  a^-ainst  treason;d)le  atteni))ts.  The  terms  of  these 
measures  were  of  sneli  a  nature  that  the  Opposition  did  all  in 
its  power  to  defeat  them.  At  Edinburgh  a  meeting  was  held 
to  petition  Parliament  against  the  bills  ;  and  at  this  meeting 
Henry  I'^rskine,  the  Dean  of  Faculty,  mo\ed  a  series  of  re- 
solutions, whieh  declared  that  the  bills  struck  '^  at  tlie  very 
foundations  of  the  l^ritish  Constitution."  Elis  conduct  was 
bitterly  resented.  'J1ie  (piestion  of  discovering  whether  he 
could  not  be  dismissed  from  his  oihcial  })osition,  as  head  of  the 
Scottish  Ear,  was  taken  in  hand  by  a  small  connnittee  con- 
sisting of  eight  adv<x'ates.  These  gentlemen  soon  found  that 
a  majoritv  of  the  Faculty  would  support  the  Lord  Advocate 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  l^rskine ;  and  the  Dean  was,  accord- 
ingly, informed  that  his  election  for  the  ensuing  year  was  to 
be  op])osed. 

For  some  years  the  goodly  fellowshi})  of  the  l^ar  of  Scotland 
had  been  broken  up.  On  the  one  hand  were  the  supporters  of 
Government,  a  powerful  jiarty  supported  by  the  ap})roval  of  the 
Iknch  and  the  .sympathy  of  society.  On  the  other  hand  were 
the  sup})orters  of  the  ()})}H)sition,  few  in  number,  regarded  with 
distrust  bv  the  judges,  and,  many  of  them,  suffering  in  social 
and  professional  life  from  the  unpopular  views  which  they  had 
ado])ted.  Thus  the  election  of 'a  Dean  for  the  year  179()  hecanie 
a  purely  party  (piestion.  'J'he  election  took  place  on  the  l^th  of 
Jamiary  1796,  when  V2?j  voted  for  Lonl  Advocate  Dumlas,  ami 
38  for  Sir.  ]'h-skine.  The  opinion  of  the  Faculty  was  clearly 
expressed.  Ihit  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  great  a  sliglit 
sliould  have  been  done  to  so  good  a  man  as  Henry  Fiskine, 
and  that  an  honour,  which  Mv.  Dundas  was  in  every  way 
entitled  to  receive,  should  have  been  bestowed  upon  him  rather 
to  signalise  the  triumph  of  a  faction  than  to  express  the 
personal  res})ect  of  his  l)rethren  at  the  bar.^ 


J  The  reader  will  find  a  full  account  of  this  transaction  in  Colonel  Fcrgusson  s 
Life  of  Henry  Ers/ciiie,  pp.  354-366,  and  pp.  544-351. 
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On  the  Gth  of  .lune  the  I -on!  .VcUot-ate  was  aaain  returiie;; 
for  i\Ii(ll()thian ;  and  tlie  foHowinu-  account  of  tlie  clectioji 
proceed inL'.s,  taken  from  tlie  Kd'iiil)i(r^li  Jlcrahl,  aivos  a  o<)o<j 
idea  of  how  those  matter^  were  coiuUicted  at  tlie  clo.se  of  la-t 
centnrv. 


"Yesterday,  June  Ttli,  a  \erv  nnnierous  attentlance  of  tlie 
Freeliolders  of  this  countv  took  j)kice  in  tlie  Parliament  IIou<e 
in  oriler  to  elect  thei)-  re})resentative  for  the  ensuing-  Parlia- 
ment. xU'ter  the  customary  forms  liatl  been  y-one  throiio-1\,  tlu- 
Lord  Advocate  ]ir(^posed  Sir  John  Inglis  of  C'ramond,  Bart., 
to  be  their  Preses,  and  James  New bioj^ini;,  F.stj.,  to  be  their 
Clerk,  and  these  oentlemen  were  accordingly  imaniniouslv 
elected.  T!)e  mil  oj'  freeholdei's  was  then  adjustetl  bv  striking: 
oft'  those  who  had  died  since  the  roll  was  last  made  up,  and 
addin<;"  to  it  those  <;entlenie)i  whose  claims  for  enrolment  were 
sustained.  Upon  these  matters  bein^-  settled,  the  Poni 
Advocate  informetl  the  meetinii;  that  haxing'  either  })ersonallv 
or  by  letter  s(jlicited  the  fa\<)in-  of  every  freeholdei-  of  again 
representing  the  county  in  Parliament,  he  was  extremely  hajij.v 
to  see  so  numerous  anil  respectable  an  atteiulaiice,  and  shoultl 
be  proud  of  being  once  more  returnecL  His  Lonlship  was 
accordingly  elected  without  a  dissentient  voice.  After  whitli 
he  returned  them  thanks  in  a  very  elegant  speech,  declaring 
tliat  as  it  was  his  early  and)ition  to  arrive  at  that  high  honour. 
so  his  having  been  so  frecpiently  thought  worthy  of  it  b\ 
gentlemen  among  whom  he  IkuI  been  born  and  bred,  couki  not 
but  fill  his  niiml  with  the  deepest  >ensc  of  gi'atitude. 

'•The  electors  with  a  great  nund)er  of  ])ersons  of  the  tirst 
distinction  afterwards  dined  with  his  Loi-dship  in  the  George- 
Street  Assembly  J{oonis." 

The  election  dimier  was  an  almost  invariable  part  of  the 
programme  upon  such  occasions.  No  account  has  been  pre- 
served of  the  expenses  connected  with  the  election  of  179G  : 
but  the  bill  for  the  election  <linner  given  by  Lord  Advocate 
Dundas  to  his  sup})orters.  on  his  return  for  Mitllothian  three 
years  later,  was  as  follow  s  : — 


1 799-1  AN  ELI  XT  JON  DINNKR. 

LOKl)    Al)\()CATirs    ELECTION     DlNNl'.K. 

11///  Ocloher  \~[)\). 

John  BayH's  bill  fur  diiiiK-r,  etc.,  provided  for  ISO,        A']0()    I ;. 

Trotter  Ov  Co.,  confectionery,     .           .  £A-l]      0      0 
Youno-,  Trotter,  tS:    Co.,    puttiiii;-    up 

the  tables,            ....  i^J     0     0 

For  the  use  of  the  Assenil)ly  Rooms,  10    17      M 

Alexr.  Williamson,  furnishinf>-  alasses,  o     0     0 

Given  to  the  waiters,         .          .          .  3     0      0 

Gratuity  to  Mrs.  Bavll.      ...  '220 


\)oi. 

Bs.     Win^<. 

11 

4  Claret, 

5  6, 

6 
3 

1  Port, 
4  Sherry, 

2/10, 

3/, 

S 

3  Madeira, 

.')'), 

1 

0  Rum, 

3  8, 

0 

(i  Brandy, 

4  (i. 

1 

0  Claret  fo: 

r  the  clerk; 

£;;t  s  0 

1 0  ( i  8 

6  0  0 

1 0  4  9 

-2  4  0 

1  7  0 

3  ()  0 


261  dozens 


Bill  for  the  clerks,    . 

£V2      6 

0 

For  the  musicians,    . 

10    10 

0 

Election  fee,    . 

.£5 

.5 

0 

Doorkeepers,    . 

.      3 

KS 

() 

83   10     6 


70   1() 


i:!2()3    11       1 


The.se  election  dinners  very  often  became  mere  (leh;uiche><. 
Lord  Advocate  Dundas,  him.self  a  very  temperate  man.  wivhcd 
to  check  the  orgies  in  wliicli  manv  of  his  su})})orters  deli^htetl  ; 
and  on  one  occasion  he  arranged,  with  the  gentlemen  by  u  liom 
he  wa.s  supported  at  the  liead  of  the  table,  that  tlie  }'arty 
shoukl  break  up  at  an  early  lu)ur.  Ihit  it  uas  no  u^e.  On 
risinii  to  leave  the  room,  thev  were  gi'eetetl  with  shoutN  horn 
tlie  croupiers'  end  of  the  table  of  "  Na.  na,  Mr.  Dundas,  v.  v  re 
no  a"  shic-kened  vet!"     Mr.  William   Dundas,  for  manv  vear- 
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HKDihoi  for  Ixljniiuruh,  used  to  relate  tluit  at  one  of  his 
election  dinners  a  voice  from  beneath  the  table  was  jieard 
hicdipinii.  "I  dinna.  like  tliae  Dundases  ;  they  dinna  ]iay  weel." 
**  Brute,""  re|)lied  the  member,  '' ih'unk  with  mv  claret,  and  vet 
^businu'  mv  funilv."" 


^^:?^^^^C^?fn^^?V^-^^"?^p^01:?g;y^^ 


■'    :  -"-v^-:   ^-fi    h-^-,    f-.*s-'i:  ;-^: 

^^^U^r-yf  dii'iii-i- 


^'.i-r^v- 


.tit 


\OKTH    FRONT    OK    ARXISTOX,  AS    ORIGIXALl.Y    DESIGNED. 

The  front  door  at  Arniston,  as  designed  by  Adini,  its  architect,  was 
approached  by  a  wide  flight  of  steps,  ending  with  a  broad  landing,  and  with 
a  massive  stone  balustrade.  Adam,  who  had  drawn  his  inspiration  from 
Italian  sources,  had  overlooked  one  material  fact,  the  difference  between  an 
Italian  and  a  .Scotch  climate.  I  lis  outside  flights  of  L-tairs,  though  very  hand- 
some, were  unsuited  to  .Scotland,  and  in  many  instances,  Arniston  included, 
have  of  late  years  been  replaced  by  covered  porches — less  handsome,  but 
better  suited  to  a  Scotch  winter. 


ClIAl^TKll   XII. 

LORD  CHIET  BAUON   DUXDAS — cuiit'iiiiicd. 

Ix  tlie  Muinner  of  1797  the  memorabk'  mutiny  in  the 
Britisli  tkvt  took  ])hK'c,  w  hen  Athiiiral  Dimcan.  bv  ]us  tu-niness 
coiubineii  with  iiiodevation.  kept  the  erews  of  ti)e  "•  \'enerahle '" 
and  '"Adamant"  true  to  their  eolours.  These  events  were 
Matched  by  thie  Aniist(Mi  family  with  ])eeuh"ar  interest,  from  the 
foct  tliat  the  Admiral  hatl  married  Henrietta,  second  dauuhter 
of  the  Second  I'l'e-^ident  Dimdas ;  and  tlie  foUowino;  h'tters 
relate  to  tlie  decisive  \ictorv,  wliich,  in  the  foUo\vin<^-  autunni, 
he  gained  over  the  Date])  at  ('ann)erdo\vn  : — 

Lord  Advocatf.  Dcxdas  to  Mrs.  Dunuas.^ 

Mv  DKAREST  Bess, —  I  havc  this  moment  your  letters  of  Suncl;iy 
and  Monday.  Be  you  mir^taken  or  not  is  to  mc  imniateriak  for 
whilst  yon  v.rite  me  as  you  have  done,  and  wind  yourself  al)out 
my  heart  so  closely  as  you  are  doin<rj  my  happiness  is  bev(Jiid  the 
reach  of  any  circumstance  to  alter.  Three  successive  days  have 
I  been  fightin-,'-  these  Scots  members,  and  at  last  have  beaten  the 
brutes  among  them  to  silence.  This  day  I  am  going  to  ride  out, 
and  stay  all  night  with  your  father,  and  return  to-morrow  to  finish 
my  last  cause  in  the  House  of  Lords,  as  I  hope.  And  as  I  })ossil)ly 
will  not  have  time  to  write  you  to-morrow,  I  write  you  these  few- 
lines  with  the  chance  of  their  reaching  you  on  Sunday.  But 
chiefly  that  a  sea  officer  was  here  within  this  hour  searching  for 
your  father,  and  if  Lamb,  wjio  came  in  with  a  face  of  amazement 
and  folly  mixed^  when  he  presumes  to  commence  a  conversation 
with  me,  states  that  the  Dutch  fleet  are  all  taken.-      Now,  this  may 


^  Undated. 

-  This  sentence  is  printed  exactly  as  it  is  expressed  in  tlie  original  ;   but 
evident  that  .soniethin-^  is  wantinfj. 
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be  true,  tlio'  unlikely.  But  if  true,  the  news  will  eonie  by  the  post 
as  soon  as  you  rt>eeive  this.  If  not,  burn  this  note.  I'robably 
Duncan  may  have  fallen  in  with,  anil  taken,  a  shi))  or  two.  A)i(l, 
if  so,  I  rejoiee  in  his  success  aiul  the  joy  it  will  give  Mrs.  Duncan. 
Mr.  Gardner  and  I  will  arrauiie  about  the  trees  tliis  evening-. 
Such  of  your  bills  as  I  can  ])ay  shall  be  paid.  1  will  leave  nothing 
in  my  jjocket  of  my  fees  here,  but  what  is  necessary  to  bring  me 
down  to  Arniston.  If  the  Scots  bill  passes  Monday  I  will  write 
you  certainly  my  motions.  I  confide  entirely  in  your  prudence, 
my  dearest,  and  belie\e  me, — Yours  most  truU  ,  Ii.  D. 


AOMIKAL  DUXCW  (o  lIlC   LolU)   AdVOC  ATK. 

Mv  DEAR  AD\()t  ATF, — As  I  am  sure  no  friend  will  rej(.>ice  more 
at  any  good  fortune  that  attoids  me  than  you  will,  I  write  you 
these  two  lines  to  say  I  hope  the  action  I  li.ive  had  with  the 
Dutch,  who  fought  with  their  usual  gallantr}-,  is  not  exceeded  by 
any  this  war.  We  have  suffered  much.  The  return.s  I  have  had, 
and  have  not  had,  half  exceed  i;jl  killed,  and  ."iij.5  womided  ;  from 
only  two  Dutch  ships,  t.MU  killed,  and  oOO  wounded.  We  were 
obliged,  from  being  so  near  the  land,  to  be  rather  rash  in  our 
attack,  by  which  we  suffered  more.  Had  we  been  ten  leagues  at 
sea  none  would  have  escaped.  Many,  I  am  sure,  had  surrendered, 
that  got  off  in  the  night,  being  so  near  shore.  We  were  much 
galled  by  their  frigates,  where  Ave  could  not  act.  In  short,  I  feel 
perfectly  satisfied.  All  was  done  that  could  be  done.  None  have 
any  fault  to  find.  I  ha\  e  now  in  my  possession  three  admirals 
Dutch,  an  admiral  De  Winter,  Mce-atl.  Ueuter,  Ileer-adm.  Meame. 
The  admiral  is  on  board  with  me,  and  a  most  agreeable  man  he  is. 
He  speaks  English  well,  and  seems  much  pleased  with  his  treat- 
ment. I  have  assured  him,  and  with  justice,  nothing  could  exceed 
his  gallantry.  He  .^ays  nothing  hurts  him,  but  that  he  is  the  first 
Dutch  admiral  e\  er  sun-endered.  So  much  more  credit  to  me. 
He  tells  tlie  troops  that  were  embarked  in  the  summer  were 
2.'),00()  Dutch,  destined  for  Ireland,  but  after  August  that  ex- 
pedition was  given  u}).  The  government  in  Holland,  much 
against  his  opinion,  insisted  on  his  going  to  sea,  to  show  they  had 
done  so,  and  was  just  going  to  return,  when  I  saw  him.  I  am 
sure  I  have  every  reason  to  be  thankful  to  God  Almighty  for  his 
kindness  to  me  on  this  occasion,  and  all  others.  I  believe  the 
pilot  and  myself  were  the  only  two  unhurt  on  the  quarter-deck, 
and    De  "Winter,  who  is  as  tall  and  big  as  I  am,  was  the  only  one 
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on  his  quai-ter-ck'ck  left  alive.      After  all  my  lati,i;ue.  1  am  in  perfect 
health,  and  n\\  usual  s})irit.  — Believe  me,  most  faithfully  vours. 

AoAM  J^rxrw.i 
'Venerable/  geuing  up  to  Slioernc.-.-. 
StDiifaj,  October  the  ijA/,  1797. 


LaDV    MaRV  DuNCAX-  lo   Hf.NKV    DfXDAS. 

IIamimox  CorKT  Green.  Oct.  iS/-/.  1797. 

SiiJ, — Tho'  1  have  not  the  honour  of  being  personally  known  to 
you,  I  can't  resist  giving  you  joy  of  the  signal  vict(U-y.  Iieporl  sa^s 
my  nephew  is  only  made  a  X'iscount.  Myself  is  nothing.  But 
the  whole  nation  thinks  the  least  \ou  can  do  is  to  gi\e  him  an 
Enghsh  earldom.  l-'roni  the  nudtijilicity  of  your  business,  you 
may  have  sJipt  what  1  am  going  to  lay  before  your  eyes.  Plea>e 
to  recollect  Avhat  a  chicken-hearted  way  all  the  nation  was  in.  low 
sj)iriled  by  the  war,  muvnnn-ing  at  taxes  (tho'  neees-<arv),  grum- 
bling and  dissatisfied  in  every  county. 

Now  c(mies  my  hero,  the  first  that  attempted  to  (juash  the 
rebellious  seamen^  locks  up  the  'I'exel  for  nineteen  weeks,  \\hen 
he  could  no  longer  remain.  They  c'ame  out.  He  Hies  after  the 
Dutch ;  completely  beats  them,  though  they  resisted  like  l)ra\  e 
men.  I  know  the  little  etiquette  of  not  raising  gentlemen,  but 
by  degrees,  a  very  proper  distinction  for  those  thirteen  gentle 
lords  you  made  last  week.  But  what  has  that  to  do  with  a  ci-n- 
queror.-  What  a  different  situation  all  your  ministers  are  in  at 
the  opening  of  the  Parliament.  The  nation  joyful.  Not  a  black 
democrate  dare  open  his  mouth.  Plven  our  cowardly  allien  will  be 
ashamed  to  have  deserted  us.  All  success,  inider  God,  (..wing  to 
my  ne{)hew.  Lord  St.  Mncent  is  a  brave  man  ;  he  merited  it  ;  w  as 
made  an  earl.  I  leave  to  you  the  comparison.  All  my  ancestors 
only  ro:.e  by  their  brave  actions,  both  by  land  and  sea.  Makes 
me  think  it  is  the  only  great  wav  of  rising.  Am  sure,  wt-re  this 
properly  rejH-esented  to  our  good  king,  who  esteems  a  bra\e 
religions  man  like  himself,  would  be  of  mv  opinion.  Therefore,  I 
hope  to  hear  soon  of  his  being  made  flarl  of  Lundie,  \'iscount 
Texel,  and  I'.iron  Duncan. 

The  first   and   last    titles    he    owes    to    his    ancient    familv.  the 


'   Admiral  IJuncan  was  the  younger  son  of  Alexander  Duncan  of  Lundie. 

-  Lady  Mary  Tufton,  daughter  of  the  seventh  Earl  of  Tlianet.  .^hc  ni.-.rrie;l 
.Sir  ^yilliam  Duncan,  >LD.,  younger  V.rother  of  Alexander  Duncan  of  Lundie, 
father  of  Admiral  Duncan. 
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\  iscount  tor  his  successor  to  remember  the  creat  man,  v  ho  locked 
U])  the  Dutch,  and  bravely  defeated  them.  Don't  doubt  you  arc 
proun,  as  I  am,  of  b(  in_o  related  to  Admiral  Duncan. — 1  Jiaxe  the 
honour  to  be,  your  most  ol).  huml)]e  servant.  Mawv  l])rNc.\x. 

In  rec< (^iiition  of  liis  o-real  services,  the  Atlniinil  was  created 
\  i.scount  Duncan  of  ('a)u])erclo\\  n.  and  Baron  Duncan  of  Lundie, 
to  wliicli  estate  lie  had  succeeded  l-y  his  l)rotlier\s  death.  lie 
lived  for  neai-ly  seven  years  alter  the  \ictorv  at  Can)])erdo\s  n  ; 
and  the  followino;  letter  conveyin<;;  tlie  news  of  his  death  to 
Mr.  Diuidas,  who  in  tiie  meantime  had  become  Lord  Chief 
Haion,  niav  be  inserted  here: — 


Mr.  .[.  AxDF.Ksox  /()  C'niKK-l'AKoN  Dlxdas. 

COKXHH.L,  .-hiz.   4,   1804. 

...  I  am  very  scmy  for  the  melancholy  occasion  which  is  the 
immediate  motive  of  my  writing;-  to  you  at  present.  This  mornini; 
early  1  was  awoke  by  an  express  from  Lord  Duncan's  butler 
aunouncin_i;-  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  his  master  havin»- 
died  suddenly  this  morninj;  at  one  o'clock,  in  the  inn  at  this  place. 
I  lost  no  time  in  coming-  here,  and  it  will,  I  am  sure,  aiford  you  cou- 
solation  to  know  that  he  died  in  the  most  tranquil  manner,  and  with 
suffering  as  little  pain  as  possible.  He  had  arrived  here  about  six 
in  the  evening,  and  after  eating  a  moderate  dinner,  and  taking  his 
pint  of  wine  as  usual,  he  went  to  bed  about  ten  in  good  spirits, 
after  exjiressing  to  liis  servant  the  satisfaction  lie  felt  at  the 
prospect  of  dining  with  his  family  to-dav.  He  slept  for  more 
than  an  hour,  and  then  awakening  with  a  sensation  of  }>ain  in  his 
stomach,  he  rang  for  his  servant,  who  having  given  him  a  few- 
drops  of  laudanum,  left  him  for  a  little,  but  was  soon  after 
alarmed  with  another  ringing  of  the  bell.  On  his  return  he 
declared  to  his  servant  he  was  gone,  and  that  he  only  regretted 
dying  without  seeing  his  family.  Tlie  servant  sent  immediately  an 
express  for  the  surgeon  at  Coldstream,  but  before  he  could  arrive 
his  Lordship  had  expired,  and  both  tlie  servant  and  the  landlady 
assure  me  that  it  was  in  the  easiest  manner  possible.  Your 
friend  Mr.  Buchan  ^  of  Kelloe,  who  is  no\\  here,  has  written  to 
Lord   Melville  and   to  your  brothers.      An  express  was  sent  early 


^  George  Buchan  of  Kelloe,  in  Berwickshire,  marric- 1  Anne,  fourth  daughter 
the  second  President  Dunda.s  by  his  firil  wife,  Henrietta  Jiaillie  of  I.amingion. 
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tliis  moniinu-  to  Mr.  ])uiican,  which  A\(Hild  probably  vtacli  b.iiu 
al)oiit  ten^  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  I^ady  Duncan  )na\  1)e 
enabled  to  sustain  hei-.^t  li~  with  fortitude   under  this  se\  ere  t)ial. 

In  ]\I;irch  1801  ]\lr.  Pitt">  Adniinistratii^n,  whieli  h;ul  now- 
lasted  for  seventeen  ye;irs,  came  to  an  end  in  eonsecpienee  of 
the  kin<;'s  refusal  to  sanction  a  policy  of  Catholic  lunancijKi- 
tion,  and  the  Addington  IMinistrv  was  foi-nied,  after  a  crisis 
during  which  liis  Majesty  suffered  from  a  return  of  his  mental 
illness,  and.  was  at  one  time  in  great  danger  of  his  life.  Mr. 
Henry  Dundas,  of  course,  retireil  witli  ]Mr.  Pitt,  hut,  though 
out  of  oliice  lie  \>as  still  in  j)()\ver,  and  able  to  give  a  Jielping 
iiand  to  his  son-in-law  tlie  Lord  Advocate.  ]Mr.  James 
Montgomery  of  Stanh()})e  was  at  this  time  Lord  Chief  JJaron 
of  the  Scottish  Court  of  Lxcliequer;  and  in  A]n-il  ^Mr.  Duiulas 
writes  to  iiiui  : — '•Retiring  myself  from  otlice,  it  is  natural  for 
me  to  wish  to  see  the  near  branches  of  my  familv  co)n})letelv 
settled,  and  tlie  Advocate  naturally  forms  an  essential  object 
of  my  consideration  in  that  ])oint  of  view.  If  the  king  had 
lately  died,  as  there  was  too  inucli  reason  for  two  davs  to 
expect,  I  should  n(jt  liave  felt  comfortable  if  ]\lr.  Lr>kine,  or 
any  other  person  connected  with  a  new  Government,  had  been 
in  the  predicament  of  looking  forward  to  be  your  successor.  I 
wish  now  to  })ut  that  point  out  of  risk."'  Joined  to  tlie  wish 
to  ])e  of  service  to  a  near  relation  there  existed  likewise  a 
feeling  of  distrust  of  the  new  ^Ministry  of  a  kind  which  it  is 
difficult  now  to  realise,  and  a  dread  of  seeing  tlie  great  otlices 
of  State  placed  in  the  hands  of  their  adherents.^ 

Lord  Chief  IJaron  ^Montgomery  wa.s  desirous  of  ivtii'ing. 
antl  (as  subsecpient  events  showed  with  too  good  reason)  Lord 
Atlvocati'  Duntlas  thought  his  own  iiealth  unetpial  to  tlie  work 
which  his  promotion  to  the  Rencli  would  liave  entailed  ujion  him, 
antl  was  anxious  for  the  comj)arative  retirement  ot  the  Court 
of  Excliequer.  Under  these  circumstances,  arrangements  for 
the  retirement  of  Chief  Baron  Ixlontgomery  were  easily  brought 
about.  He  resigned,  and  the  Lord  Atlvocate  succeeiled  him. 
Mr.  James  ^Montgomery  l)ecame  Solicitor-General ;  anci,  in  the 
following  July  his  fatlier,  tlie  late  Chief  liaron,  was  further 
rewarded  for  his  services  by  being  created  a  baronet. 


See  Mr.  Cannirit;"s  IcUer  to  the  Chief  liaron,  s//fra,  p.  264. 
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Some  oi'  tlu'  new  Chief  IJaroir.s  friends  tlioutjht  that  lie 
should  ha\e  aimed  at  bt-iuLi;  Lord  President,  as  his  f'atlier  and 
i;-ra!id father  had  l)een  l)ef(>re  him.  IVIr.  Bhur  of  Avo:iton, 
then  Solieitor-Cxenei-al,  wroU'  reu-rettin^'  ''  that  von  sliouki 
aeeept  a  situition  wideh  will  lix  voii  for  life  in  an  otliee  of 
nuieh  less  inijiortanee  than  the  one  \shich,  von  know,  I  hat! 
allotted  to  you  from  a  firm  et)nvietion  that  there  is  not  a  man 
in  our  profession  who  is,  in  :dl  respeets,  so  well  (|ualilled  to 
exercise  the  iluties  of  it."'  Bid  'Sir.  Dundas's  liealth  had  been 
failing-  for  some  time,  antl  he  hatl  every  reason  to  welcome 
a  means  of  esea})e  from  the  constant  woi-rv  and  annoyance  of 
j)ublic  life. 

Having  l)een  advised  011  account  of  hi>  health  to  ])a>s  the 
winter  out  of  England,  Chief  15aron  Dundas  in  1801  and  1805 
sj)ent  six  montlis  in  cruising  \s  ith  the  lleet  at  sea,  and  in  \isits 
to  Lisbon  i\U(\  ^Madeira.  In  his  journev  from  Mandiead,  where 
he  had  been  residing,  he  was  accom])anietl  bv  .Airs.  Dundas  and 
their  niece  I'diza  Drunmiond  '  as  f  u*  as  JMvmouth,  w  here  he 
enibarked  on  board  the  "  Illustrious,"  74,  Cajitain  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton. 

On  the  .'^L>d  of  Novend)er  the  "Illustrious"  weighed 
and  stood  out  to  sea  followed  bv  the  "(ilorv,'  98,  and 
the  sloop  ••  Kosario."  Sir  Charles  was  ordered  to  put  his 
])assenger  on  board  the  "  Naiad,"  '3(),  cruising  otf  l^ivst, 
which  was  to  carry  him  to  Madeira.  In  standing  in  towards 
]}rest,  the  ••Detiance,"  74,  Ca})tain  Durham-  ])assed  the 
•' Illustrious"  within  hail.  A  heavy  gale  from  the  north-east, 
however,  prevented  the  "Illustrious"  joining  the  '"Naiad" 
off'  Brest,  and  after  battling  against  it  for  three  tiays  Sir 
Charles  agreed  at  the  Chitf  Baron's  recjuest  to  bear  awav  for 
Ferrol,  off  w  hicli  thev  arrived  on  the  4th  of  l)ecend)er.  Admiral 
Cochrane's  fleet  was  lying  off  I-'errol,  and  the  Admiral  agreed 
to  send  the  Chief  Baron  to  Maikira  in  "  FEgyptienne,"  Ca})tain 
Meming,^  who  was  to  sail  next  tlav  on  a  cruise.  On  the  first 
few  days  of  the  cruise,  a  variety  of  strange  sails  were  sighted 
antl  chased  by  **  ri''gvptienne, '  but  all  of  them  on  being  over- 
hauled  proved    to    be    uierchuntmen    under    neutral   Hags.      On 


''  Afttrwanls  niarrietl  to  John  Portal.  Esq.  of  Laver-t.'ke,  Hants. 

-  Subseiiuently  Ailmiral  Sir  Philip  Durham. 

^  Sulisoquently  Admiral  The  Hon.  Chnries  Elf  liinstone  Fleming. 
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tilt'  l'5tli  of  DefCiiiber,  the  wind  ])einii-  f;ivoiira1)le  for  Li>l)oii, 
C  a])tain  Iltininii'.  muvh  to  tlie  Chief  l^arc^fs  deh'^lit,  auivrd  to 
I'un  ill  for  a  few  davs.  Their  ])atienc'e  was,  however,  se\erelv 
tried  \>y  the  delays  eau^ed  l)_v  the  formalities  atteiulint;-  the 
admission  of  the  ship  to  |)rati(|ue,  by  whieh  nearly  a  wtek  had 
to  be  jnissed  at  the  anelioraiiv  of  Paeo  d'Areos,  and  it  was  not 
until  tlie  i22d  of  December  that  the  C'liief  l^aron  and  Captain 
Flemino-  landed  at  Lisbon. 

The  frigate  remained  at  l^isbon  until  the  ;51st  of  December. 
T'iie  Chief  Baron  ])assed  the  time  in  visiting  the  objects  of  in- 
terest in  the  citv  and  its  neighbourhood.  At  daylight  on  Xew 
Year's  Day  1805,  'TTg-vptienne"  weighed  and  dropped  (l(jwn 
tlie  '']"'agn'^,  accompanied  bv  a  tleet  of  mercliantmen.  anil  again 
jnit  to  sea.  After  ;d)out  a  week's  run.  tlie  anchor  was  dropped, 
on  a  lovelv  evening,  in  Funchal  15ay.  and  on  the  next  moining, 
the  Tth  of  January,  the  Chief  l>aron  left  the  "  l-lgyjjtieiine"  and 
landed  at  J/'unchal  under  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns.  lli>  cousin 
Sir  James  Suttie  and  Lady  Suttie  were  pas>ing  the  winter  at 
^ladeira,  and  neai"  them  a  small  house  standing  in  a  beauti*'ul 
garden  was  taken  t\)i-  the  Chief  liaroii.  It  connnanded  an  exten- 
sive view  of  the  town,  the  sea,  the  Desertas,  and  the  mountains 
behind  Funchal.  The  Chief  liaron  remained  at  ^Madeira  from 
tlie  Tth  of  January  to  the  12th  of  ^farch  I8O0,  and  during  that 
time  suffered  much  from  an  attack  of  fever.  Fie  was  fortunate 
in  finding  himself  near  his  cousins  the  Sutties,  from  whom  he 
received  the  kindest  attention.  Not  having  derived  the  exjiected 
benefit  from  his  residence  at  INIadeira.  he  became  impatient  to 
return  home,  and  looked  anxiou.Jv  for  Captain  J'leining's 
return  from  his  cruise.  At  last  he  was  made  li;<ppy  by  the 
arrival  of  Captain  Fleming  and  his  frigate  on  theOlh  of  !\!arch. 
Next  ilav  his  journal  records:  '"  .\  stjuadron  of  large  >hij)^  >-een 
off  the  south  eml  of  the  Desertas.  ami  being  suspecteil  to  be 
I'Vench,  the  Indianien  and  frigates  formed  in  line  across  the  bay, 
a  lieantiful  sight,  the  ihiy  being  fine  and  calm.  At  noon,  a 
breeze  springing  up,  the  cHstant  shijis  ait])roac]ieil,  and  by 
signals  were  ascertained  to  be  r^nglish.  .Vt  night,  the 
Admirafs  ship  l)urned  blue  lights  as  signals  to  the  other 
shi])s,  which  from  our  windows  luid  a  fine  eli'ect.'" 

'■'■March  11.— The  bay  filled  with  the  scpuulron  and  India- 
men,  h  beautiful  morning,  and  a  splendid  sight.     The  scjuadron 


2.56  ARXISTOX   MEMOIRS.  [1S05 

consisted  of  tlit.'  '  Northuinberlaiul,"  74,  llagship  of  Atlniiral 
CochraiU',  ^  Atlas,"  Ti,  '  St.  Georg'e,"  98,  '  Spartiate,"  74,  "  Eau;lt.'." 
74,  '  Wtiran,"  64,  and  was  l)()und  to  tlie  A\\'>t  Indies  in  pmsuit 
of  the  Kocliefort  sipiadron.  'J1ure  were  also  live  Indianien 
under  convoy  of  the  ^  ^Mediator,'  44.  After  breakfast,  Captain 
Fieniint>\  Sir  Janies  Suttie,  ant'  I  went  on  board  the  'Northum- 
berland.' The  xVdmiral  ordered  tlie  '  I'^gypticnne '  to  follow 
liim  to  the  Canaries,  and  tlience  to  go  to  England.  In  the 
evening  the  fleet  sailed  for  the  Canaries. 

'"''  March  12. — AVent  down  to  tlie  Loo  to  einbark,  but  mid- 
day before  we  got  off.  Blowing  hard,  the  '  Egyjitienne"  had 
dragged  hei"  anchors,  and  knocked  awav  the  bows})rit  of  thf 
'Euckers,''  Indiaman,  and  was  in  danger  of  drifting  (m  the 
Brazen  Head.  She  lilled  in  time  and  got  clear,  then  tacking 
back,  tt)()k  u>  on  board,  after  liaving  had  a  most  dangerou> 
trip  of  it  in  the  l)oat.  IMade  sail,  and  at  dusk  were  off  the 
south  end  of  the  Desertas. 

^^  March  13. — Calm.      Standing  in  all  day  towards  Eunchal. 

"■  March  14. — Standing  in  towards  the  Cruz  with  a  tine  view- 
()f  Eunchal  and  of  the  island.  Sen't  a  boat  on  shoi-e  for  Sir 
James,  'Mw  Pringle,  and  the  servants.  They  dined  on  boartl. 
and  agreed  that  I  should  go  on  with  Captain  Fleming  to  the 
Canaries,  and  then  return  ;  by  w  jn'ch  time  he  and  Ladv  Suttie 
would  go  with  us  to  Engiantl.  Got  the  stock  on  board,  and, 
after  parting  with  our  friends,  stood  out  to  sea. 

"March  1(). — A  huri-icane  of  wind,  and  a  tremendous  sea  : 
it  broke  in  at  the  (piarter  gallery  window,  and  floated  the 
cabin. 

'•March  17. — In  the  channel  ])etween  the  islands  ;  all  ;u-ound 
still  cloudy  and  slormy.  About  niMU,  the  clouds  clearing 
away  a  little,  the  top  of  the  Beak  made  its  a})])earance.  It 
was  long  ere  I  observed  it,  never  looking  high  enough  in  the 
air  for  this  stu])en(.lous  sunnnit,  which  far  exceeded  anxthinu' 
my  imagination  had  iigured.  It  hatl  the  a})))eararice  of  a 
snowy  island  u})  in  the  heavens,  unconnected  with  either  land 
or  ocean.  Stood  in  all  day,  and  by  evening  were  within  six 
nn'les  of  the  land."" 

After  a  few  days  at  the  Canario,  "  rEgvjitienne""  made 
sail  for  Madeira.  After  a  week  passed  in  Eunchal  Bay,  on 
the  7th  of  April  Sir  James  anil  Lady  Suttie  came  on  board,  ;ind 
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after  a  furewell  to  the  hospitable  iVieiuls  \\  ho  had  accompaaieu 
them  on  board,  tlie  frigate  stood  out  to  sea.  A  couple  of  tlav-^ 
later  the  Chief  iJaroii  and  tlie  Sutties  hail  the  .sight  of  a  nuui- 
of-war  cleared  I'or  action.  On  Ihe  9th  of  A})ril  three  sails  wc-re 
seen  by  the  light  of  the  moon  ])earing  down  upon  them.  On 
■board  the  "  ]\a.v})tienne"  the  men  were  at  (juarters,  the  gun-- 
loaded,  and  the  lights  imcovered,  the  most  im{)ressi\e  sight. 
the  Chief  Baron  remarks,  he  had  ever  witnes>ed.  The  strange 
.sail,  however,  ])ro\ed  to  be  iMiglish  letters  of  ujanpie.  Ai'tc-r 
a  run  of  about  six  chiys  from  Funchal,  the  '"  Kgy}ilienne" 
anchoreil  in  Delgado  Bay,  about  (hisk  on  the  18th  of  April. 
During  a  two  days'  visit  to  the  .\zores  the  ]iarty  landetl  .uid 
rode  and  ilroM-  over  the  beautiful  island.  The  Clu'ef  Baron 
also  consented  to  declare  a  voung  ct)uple  man  and  wife  accoid- 
ing  to  the  law  of  Scotlanil  on  boanl  the  frigate.  They  had 
been  betrothed  foin*  years,  but  had  never  liad  a  chance  of  !)eing 
married  bv  a  clergyman,  and  were  too  hiap])v  at  a  termination 
being  put  to  the  delay.  The  "  Kgyptienne"  left  Delgado  Bay 
on  the  21st  of  April,  and  after  a  passage  of  fourteen  days,  on 
one  of  wjiich  the  frigate  ran  251  miles  in  twenty-four  hour^. 
cast  anchor  off  Weymouth. 

On  the  3d  of  May  the  voyage  came  to  an  end,  and  aftei- 
bidding  farewell  to  the  officers,  the  Chief  Baron,  Sir  James  and 
Lady  Suttie  landed  in  the  barge,  the  crew  maiming  the  vard^. 
and  giving  them  three  cheers  as  they  left.  Next  tlay,  after 
a  six  months^  absence,  the  Chief  liaron  rejoined  his  famih  .it 
iSIamhead  Cottage. 

Among  the  Arniston  papers  there  are  numerous  journal-, 
and  memorantla  connected  with  the  tri[)s  taken  by  the  Chief 
Baron  and  his  family.  The  following  account  of  a  journe\ 
from  Arniston  to  P'ngland  is  from  the  pen  of  the  late  'Sir. 
William  I'itt  Dundas:— 

"  Subsecpient  to  my  fathers  return  from  ^Madeira  ;md 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Scotland,  the  chief  incidents  whieli 
I  remember  are  the  almost  annual  journeys  which  he  took 
between  Arniston  and  some  English  watering-place,  geneiady 
JJath.  Their  usual  fashion  was  on  this  wise.  lie  started  in 
an   huge  yellow  coach  after  the  fashion  of  the  day,  drawn   by 
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foiir  very  <^ood  liorses.  with  a  liftli  by  way  of  outriiioer,  with 
^nnotlicr  servant.  I  well  j-enieniber  one  of  these  joiivneys  in 
which  1  acconi])anietl  him.  alon^  with  your  father  and  .Ann,  of 
which  one  incident  was  that  as  the  present  (lahi  ^^'ater  Road 
was  in  ]M*ocess  of  construction,  we  left  the  carria<T;e  at  Bank- 
house,  and  walked  dow  n  to  inspect  the  works,  followed  by  Caro 
the  j)t)odie  and  ]Moidy  the  teri-ier.  Tlie  latter  not  liking  tlie 
aspect  of  affairs,  as  soon  as  he  reached  the  workmen,  turned  his 
face  towards  Arniston,  and  never  stopped  till  he  reached  it. 
Sir  Walter  Scott's  WnvcrJti/  had  just  appeared,  and  my  father 
was  reading-  it.  I  quite  recollect  that  he  sto])ped,  and  gi\ing 
a  great  shout,  exclaimed,  '''j'his  is  AValter  Scott  I'  the  ]xissage 
wliicii  had  so  attracted  him  being  the  arriva.l  of  the  ]']nglish- 
man  at  the  l>ar()n  of  Ih-adwai-dine's,  and  his  surprising  the 
maids  in  '  the  boukit  washing,'  and  their  exclamation  oi' '  IJecli, 
sir.'  1  artlier  on,  in  the  same  journey,  my  father  jxiid  a  visit 
at  ^Velbeck,  wliere,  for  the  first  time,  I  saw  the  celebi-ated 
Greendale  Oak,  from  tlie  acorns  of  which  so  many  desceudants 
are  now  flourishing  in  the  Arniston  woods.  Another  visit  we 
]xaid,  not  to  Lord  ] yttelton,  but  to  the  grounds  of  llagiev, 
for  which  my  fiithcr  had  a  great  admiration.  Loril  1^.  was 
from  home,  but  we  saw  everything ;  and  it  was  from  a  bridge 
in  the  park  that  he  took  the  iilea  of  Horace's  Bridge  and  the 
Inscri|)tion.  The  two  were  not  identical,  but  the  idea  was 
supplied  at  llagley. 

•'  About  lSO0'-7,  being  at  Mamhead  (previous  to  what  I 
ha\e  described  above).  I  recollect  a  visit  my  father  received 
from  the  I'rincess  of  AN'ales.  The  only  laily  that  I  remember 
accom])anying  her  was  Lady  Hester  Stanh.')])e.  I  was  five  or 
six  years  old,  and  extremely  disgustetl  at  being  brought  in 
from  my  outtloor  piny,  and  dressed  in  my  best  clothes  for  the 
occasion,  and  I  beliexe  1  behaved  very  ill,  but  the  moment 
Lady  Hester  heard  my  name  she  took  me  on  her  knee,  and 
for  the  visit  we  were  great  friends.  She  was  in  mom-ning  for 
Mr.  I'ilt."  '       „ 

The  PiiixcEss  of  Wales  to  Chief  Baron  Dundas. 

The  Princess  of  Wales  has,  since  she  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
the  Chief  Baron  at  her  house,  been  informed  tliat  all  the  worthy 
;md  true  Pittites  intend  to  have  every  Wednesday^  in  commemora- 
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tion  of  their  iinniortp.]  friend,  a  social  diniiei-.  'J'iie  Princess  thinks 
that  perhaps  she  niinhl  intvude  upon  the  Chief  Baron  in  askini,^ 
hiiii  and  his  friends  to  eouie  on  t)iat  day  to  Blackheath  ;  tho'  the 
Princess  is  proud  to  name  herself  a  I'ittite  and  sorry  for  not  bein<j 
a  Scotcliwonian,  for  niaiiii  rccisuus  (which  the  Chief  Baron  niav 
easily  fjuess).  she  would  never  forni\e  herself  to  deprive  anv  of 
these  true  disciples  from  enjoyin;^  the  recollection  of  their  departed 
friend.  As  the  Princess  does  not  dare  to  j)r<sitK'  at  such  a  meet- 
in;;,  she  can  only  offer  her  best  wishes  to  the  whole  society,  and 
that  the  Pittites  may  reiii,n  for  ever  and  e\er,  and  that  their  toast 
may  be  drunk  with  success  to  a  certain  Illii.sfriou.s  Perxonage. 

A  giii/iai  for  ever. 
A  croirn  for  never. 

The  Princess  will  be  very  happy  to  receive  the  Chief  Baron 
and  Mrs.  Dundas.  if  she  is  arrived,  on  Sunday  the  19th  to  dinner. 
She  will  try  to  summon  bome  more  of  the  Scotch  Iriends  of  the 
Chief  Baron  to  meet  him  on  that  day.  The  Princess  Hatters  her- 
self that  the  Chief  Baron  can  never  doubt  of  the  high  re2,ard 
with  which  she  remains  for  ever,  C.  P. 

Blackhhatii,  .-///77  II,  1S07. 

My  narrative  has  here  anticipated  two  important  events, 
tlie  deatli  of  ]Mr.  Pitt  and  tlie  iin])eachment  of  Lord  ]\Ielville. 
In  LS02  I\Ir.  Henry  Dundas  had  been  raised  to  the  peerage  as 
\'iscount  Meh  ille  and  l^aron  Dunira  ;  and,  on  the  formation  of 
IMr.  Pitt's  second  Administration  in  1804  lie  had  been  ajipoiiited 
First  Lord  of  the  Achniralty. 

Lord  ^Melville  \\ns  working-  hard  at  the  Admiralty  when  his 
official  career  was  siuldcnlv  brouuht  to  a  close.  The  TVnlli 
lieport  of  a  Commission  wjiicli  had  been  ap{)ointed  to  imjuire 
into  certain  fi-auds  and  abuses,  whicli  were  >aid  to  exi^t  in  the 
nmnagenient  of  the  alfairs  of  the  Navy,  was  pu])lislied  in 
February  1805.  It  contained  grave  eliarges  against  Lord 
Melville,  ami  aflbrdetl  tlie  Opjiosition  an  opportunity  of  ;iccus- 
ing  liini  of  having  been  guilty  of  malversation  in  tlie  otlice  of 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  which  lie  had  held  for  some  time  sub- 
sequent to  the  year  lT8f2.  Xor  were  Lord  ^b.h  ille"s  op})0!ients 
to  be  found  only  in  the  ranks  of  the  Opposition.  Lie  liad  con- 
tributed materially  to  the  {h)u  iitall  of  the  Athb"nLi-ton  Ministry  ; 
and  Lonl  Sicbnoutb — l)v  wjiich   title  Mr.  Acldinu'ton  was  now 
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known — uu.s  (liii'stinjj,-  for  ivveui;e.  ^Ir.  I'itt  stood  iirnilv  l)v 
JiOrd  I\ielville.  Jjiit  he  was  unable  to  eonnnand  a  niajorit\ 
a^<>ainst  Islr.  W'hilbrcad,  who  moved  a  series  of  resolutions  in 
whieli  Lo!-d  I\ielville  was  aceu.sfd  of  a  gross  violation  of  the 
law  and  a  hioh  breach  of  (hdv.  'J1ie  division  took  place  on 
the  8th  of  Ajjril,  when  ^21(j  voted  on  each  side.  The  speaker 
gave  his  casting  vote  in.  faxour  of  Mr.  A^d^itbread''s  motion. 
Lord  ]\lelville  at  once  resigned  olHce.  His  name  was  removed 
from  the  list  of  Privy  Councillors.  But  enough  had  not  been 
done  to  satisfy  the  Opjiosition.  After  several  debates  in  Farlia- 
nient,  diu'ing  v\hich  vaiious  modus  of  procediu'e  were  discussed, 
it  Avas  resolved  that  Lord  Mel\  ille  sliould  be  impeached,  before 
the  House  of  Lords,  of  higli  crimes  and  mistlemeanours. 

The  trial  did  not  take  j)lice  until  A])ril  LSO() ;  and  before 
that  time  Mr.  I'itt  was  dead.  His  constitution,  long  enfeebled 
by  g^^ut,  had  gi\en  way  under  the  enormous  biu'den  of  his 
public  responsibilities  ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
niortiiication  which  he  felt  at  tlie  charges  against  Lord  ^lelville 
liad  helped  to  injure  him.  "  I  have  ever  thought,""  says  Lord 
Fitzharris,  'Mhat  an  aiding  cause  in  ]*itt."s  death,  certainly  one 
that  tended  to  sliorten  his  existence,  was  the  result  of  the  })ro- 
ceedings  against  his  old  friend  and  colleague  l^ord  Melville." 
He  died  on  the  ^3tl  of  January  LSOG. 

The  trial  of  Lord  Melville  began  on  the  29th  of  April,  and 
ended  on  tlie  12th  of  June,  when  he  was  acquitted  on  all  the 
articles  of  impeachment.  'J'his  is  not  the  time  to  narrate,  or 
examine  in  detail,  the  chaiges  against  Ijovd  Melville;  but  the 
almost  ur.iversal  oj)inion  of  his  contemporaries,  even  of  those 
who  bore  him  no  goodwill,  was  that  he  was  personally  innt)cent 
of  anything  in  the  sha})e  of  ])ei-ulation. 

In  the  Arniston  collection  are  a  nund)er  of  letters  congratu- 
lating the  Chief  l>aron  upon  Lord  Mel\  ille's  accjuittal.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  apart  from  the  ini])ortance  of  the  actjuittal 
as  the  defeat  of  a  party  attack  upon  Mr.  Pitt's  government, 
the  failure  of  the  im})eachment  gave  general  ])leasure  in  Scot- 
land, where  Lord  ALdville  was  popidar,  not  onlv  on  personal 
grounds,  but  from  the  way  in  which  his  paramount  inHuence 
had  been  exercised  on  behalf  of  his  countrymen.  A  political 
opponent,  Lord  Minto,  has  remarketl  there  was  scarcely  a 
familv  in  Scotland   which  had  not  been   under  obligations  to 
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liini.  "Oh,  I'itt  !"  writes  Mr.  Dallas  from  ])a\vlisli.  -hud  vou 
lived,  how  you  \\ouJ(i  lii'.vc  enjoyed  tliis  triumph  !  Hut  ;d"l  is 
for  the  hest.  It  e.ui  no  louo-er  he  said  that  I'itfs  inHuenct-. 
and  the  ])OMer  of  his  ^Ministry,  (!e])rived  })ublic  justice  of  its 
victim.'"' 

ClUKl-   liAHOX    DUNDAS   /u  kis  WlKK. 

Enixiu'RGir,  iGJiou-  iSo6. 
Mv  DEAn  Ei.iZABr.TH, — It  would  do  your  ht-art  good  to  have 
witnessed  what  I  ha\  e  done  yesterda}  aiid  to-day,  the  universal 
joy  of  all  persons  here  on  yoe.r  father's  acquittal.  I  really  eould 
hardly  get  along  the  streets,  being  stopped  by  every ]H-ison  I  met. 
Whether  they  will  illuminate  or  iiot  is  uncertain,  as  the  magis- 
trates have  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  not  to  do  so.  and  I 
think,  for  the  reason  stated,  most  rightly.  Eut  1  susjHCt  the 
people  will  not  acquiesce  in  the  jirohibition.  I  shall  nc^t  close 
this  till  to-morrow  mor)iing.  To-day  I  dined  at  home  for  tlie  tii-st 
time  this  fortnight.  Yesterday  I  dined  at  Fortune's  ^vith  twenty- 
one  gentlemen,  and  you  will  see  in  the  Edinburgh  paj)ers  an 
advertisement  for  Friday  night,  -which  I  believe  will  be  more 
generally  attended  than  any  meeting  of  the  kind  ever  Mas.  Our 
varlets  are  at  present  hanging  Mr.  Whitbread  in  effigy  in  Mr. 
Blair's  back  court,  with  a  half  dozen  companions,  and  a  bonfire 
blazing,  to  their  inexpressible  delight.  At  the  High  School  to- 
day, the  play  was  given  for  the  afternoon  on  this  account,  to  the 
universal  joy  of  the  youth  of  the  city.  \i  Leith  the  seamen  are  em- 
ployed as  our  boys  are,  with  the  addition,  I  understand,  of  a  porter 
cask,  in  which  the  effigy  of  the  porter  ])rewer  is  to  be  consumed. 

EniXEUKe.H,  26  Jane  1S06. 

An  engagement  having  gone  off  by  accident,  I  dined  to-tlay  at 
home  with  the  varlets  and  Anne,i  Mrs.  Hamilton-  being  gone 
to  Luflness,  whence  she  returns  to-morrow.  I  ha\e  therefore  the 
evening  of  a  day  as  cold  as  Christmas  to  myself,  and  employ  it  in 
writing  to  you. 

I  went  to-day  to  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee  and  stewards 
at  Fortune's:  4-90  names  stood  then  on  the  list,  and  I  fear  more 
may  be  expected  this  evening  and  to-morrow  forenoon.  By  every 
exertion  .')50  can  be  accommodated,  but  it  will  require  sitting 
close.      I   should   be  vexed  if  any  dissatisfaction  arose  from  ])eoj)le 


^  tWi.  eldest  dauyiiter,  wifL'  \>i  Mr.  John  Borihwick  of  Crookston. 
'  \l\i  sister,  wife  of  Colouti  Hamilton  of  I'encnitland. 
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being  obliged  to  go  a-yv;iy  for  w  ant  of  room.  To-day  has  produced 
a  great  mnnber  of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen  from  the 
country,  ^\  ho  come  on  ])urpose-  -Wcrnyss,  Oswald,  Stirling  of  Keir, 
Houston,  etc.,  and  nmnbcrs  of  the  like  sort.  It  Avill  be  a  proud 
(hiy  for  your  fatlier.  Such  a  meeting  as  never  on  any  occasion 
existed  before,  assend^ling  on  purpose  to  celebrate  his  acquitt.ii. 
We  are  to  have  fireworks  in  tb.e  evening  at  half-past  ten  in  St. 
Andrew  Square,  and  I  suspect  that  many  will  again  illuminate, 
'J'he  provost  has  ordered  all  tlu-  bc-lls  to  ring  in  the  evening,  bell',  not 
being  within  the  letter  of"  1 1  is  Majeslifs  Solicilor-General  for  Scol- 
laiid  ill  ahsciicc  of  the  Lord  Advocate  s  "  i  Proclamation.  The  ^^'riters 
to  the  Signet  addressed  on  Tuesday,  after  a  battle,  in  which,  after 
every  exertion  of  the  new  Ministers,  the  division  Avas  I'i^  to  38, 
and,  (jf  couise.  all  holding  ofliccs  during  pleasure  were  not  present. 

Tni:  Eahi.  oi'  Hoi'F.roi  \  to  Ciiir.r  Ijaron  Dl'Ndas.  i^ 

HoPKTOr.N  HnuKE,  14////U1/C,  Sa/nniay,  1S06. 
Mv  DEAR  Lord, — Yesterday  the  Justice-Clerk  showed  me  your 
very  agreeable  hiformation  of  Wednesday,  and  delivered  your  kind 
message  of  your  intention  to  [lay  us  a  visit  here  soon — which  I  am 
obliged  to  recpiest  your  Lordship  to  delay  till  the  end  of  your 
ensuing  term,  as  next  Aveek  is  our  sacrament  week  here,  and 
the  week  followiiig  we  have  promised  my  brother  John  to  go  to 
Rankeillor.  V>\  this  time  I  trust  Lord  Melville  has  been  most  fully 
and  lionourably  ac([uitted,  to  the  Joy  of  his  friends,  which  all 
honest  men  are,  aiul  to  the  shame  and  eonfu.sion  of  his  ])crse- 
cutors,  and  that  we  shall  again  have  ground  of  rejoicing  in  his 
perfect  health  and  comfort  restored. — My  dear  Lord,  yours  faith- 
fully, etc.,  JoiiNsToxK  iloi'KTorx. 

Tnr.   CoMTE   DF.  ^^\L'DR^U'II,  to   C'niKK   ]^\KO\    DuXDAS. 

MoN  CHKR  Mh.ord, — Jc  u'ai  jamais  doute  de  I'heureuse  issue 
qu'aurait  Fart-iire  de  Lord  Mel\  ille  ; — la  voila  terminee,  avec  une 
si  grande  majorite  en  sa  faveur  que  le  jugement  ])eut  etre  regarde 

1  "Ills  Majesty's  .Solicitor-General  H.r  Scdtlaiid,  in  absence  of  the  Lord 
Advocate."  The  allusion  is  to  the  spiteful  conduct  of  Mr.  John  Clerk,  the  Solicitor- 
General,  who  took  upon  himself,  "  in  the  alisence  of  the  Lord  Advocate  "  Erskine, 
to  write  to  the  provost  and  mai^istrales  of  the  city,  warning  them  of  the  conse- 
quences which  mi;^ht  arise  in  the  event  of  a  riot  on  the  occasion  of  the  illumina- 
tion, with  which  it  was  proposed  to  celel.>rate  the  aciiuillal.  The  niaii;i~trates 
allowed  thenvselves  to  be  bullied,  and  recommended  the  citizens  to  abstain  from 
the  illumination.  Mr.  Clerk's  k-tter  to  the  magistrates  is  printed  at  lenglli  in  the 
Co/.rt  of  S£;;io/!  Carl,n:a',  Edinburgh,  1S71. 
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comme  iiii  trl<mi})Iie  cuinplet.  Je  m'empresse  de  vous  tii  taiit- 
ino)i  bicn  sinct-re  compliment  et  a  Madame  Dundas  en  niou  noni 
et  en  celiii  de  Madame  \"audreiiil.  J'espere,  mon  cher  milord,  qiu- 
vou.s  eU-s  bien  sur  de  tout  nuti-e  interct  ])our  ee  (jni  vous  touche  de 
pres  ou  de  loin.  Les  marque^  d'amitie  que  nous  avons  e])i-ou\tes 
de  voire  part,  et  de  eelie  de  Madame  Dundas,  vous  ont  accjuis  a 
jamais  des  droits  a  noire  reeonnaissanee,  et  a  notre  tendre  attaclie- 
ment.  Agreez  que  je  vous  en  renouvelle  Thonnnaiie  et  eelui  de 
ia  haute  consideration  avec  lacjuelle  j'ai  I'lionneur  d'etre.-— \otre 
tres-liumble  et  trt-s-obeissant  serviteur, 

Lf  C^^  ok  \'alukkiii..' 
Lc  \i,Juin  iSo6, 
No.  23  Bryaxston  .Sjkixt,  London. 

Mr.  Geouge  Abkrchombv  lo  Ciin  f  Bvhon  Dlndas. 

Mv  OEAU  Lord, — Most  sincerely  do  1  j)artici]iate  with  you  in 
the  joyful  intellig-enee  of  Lord  Mrlville's  aecjuittal,  an  e\ent  not 
only  imi)ortant  to  himself  and  to  his  friends,  but  to  every  man 
who  is  capable  o'i  fcdiny;  for  the  cluxracter  and  re])utation  of  his 
country.  The  feelings  of  the  country  will  not  and  ought  not  to 
be  suppressed  on  such  an  occasion.  Our  enemies  have  been  abun- 
dantly triumphant  for  these  fifteen  months.  Let  them  no-\\-  feel 
that  their  victory  is  turned  into  a  defeat,  and  that  it  is  now  less  a 
reproach  to  have  been  convicted  with  Lord  Melville  than  with 
Mr.  Fox. 

On  receiving  the  account  last  night  I  fornied  the  resolution  of 
riding  into  Edinburgh  this  forenoon  to  see  the  fun,  but  on 
receiving  your  letter,  and  one  from  Boyle,  I  will  delay  it  until  the 
day  fixed  for  the  public  fete.  If  you  are  to  be  at  Arniston  on 
Sunday  I  will  join  you  there. — Yours  most  sincerely, 

George  Arerc  romuv.'- 

General  Jolni  Scott  of  Balconiie  married  ^Lirouret,  daughter 
of  the  second  President  Dundas,by  whom  he  had  three  daughters.^ 
The  eldest,  married  to  Lord  Titchtield,*  inherited  General  Seott".s 


^  The  Cotnte  cle  \'audrcuil,  along  with  ihe  Due  de  Grammont  and  others, 
accompanied  the  Bourbons  into  exile  at  the  Revolution.  During  his  residence  in 
Scotland  the  Comte  de  Vaudreuil  was  much  at  Arniston. 

-  George  Abercromby,  afterwards  the  second  Lord  Alvrcronihy,  eklesl  son  of 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  aiid  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Menzies,  E^j.  of  Fern- 
tower.      He  married  the  youngest  daughter  of  Lord  .Melville. 

"  S:i/<ni,  p.  iSS,  note. 

■•  Lord  Tiichfield,  subsequenlly  fourth  Duke  of  i'ortland,  born  176S,  died  1S54. 
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hwj^e  ibi-timf,  till'  two  vt)iiiii;cr  sisters,  L;ul\  Moiviv  and  ]Mrs. 
Canniiiii,-,  rec-tiviuu;  eacli  P1()(),0()0  as  their  ])nrtioii.  In  the 
case  of  JMr.  ('aiiniuL':,  his  uifeV  Ibrtuue  was  of  iii\akia])le  siTvice 
ill  nieetitiu'  tlie  eNpenscs  of  a  jjolitieal  eai-eer.  Lord  Titchfield 
and  tlie  Chief  JJaron  were  Mrs.  Canning's  inarriaii'e  trustees, 
and  between  tlie  years  1801  and  ISIO  a  variety  of  letters  uj)on 
]\Ir.  and  I\Ij-s.  Cinniing's  })ri\ate  ;d1'airs  are  in  tlie  collection  at 
Arniston.  At  that  time  Mr.  Canning  seems  to  have  been 
upon  terms  of  intimacy  v.itli  his  wife's  relations,  which  con- 
tinued down  to  the  unhap])v  schism  of  1828. 

Among  tlie  letters  at  .\rniston  is  one  from  Mr.  Canning  to 
tlie  Chief  Ixiron,  which,  altlioiigh  jirimarily  upon  ins  private 
affairs,  at  the  same  time  shows  the  feeling  of  insecurity  pre- 
\ ailing,  in  tlieir  circle,  as  to  the  course  which  nn'ght  be  followed 
])y  the  new  ^Ministry: — 

Mr.  Canning  lu  Chief  Ijauox  I)l  ndas. 

SOMF.KSF.T  Hor.^F,  Ftt'>.  26,   1S06. 

Mv  nr.AU  Lcnn, — You  may  d<'pen(l  upon  it  that  no  use  will  be 
made  of  the  jiowers  wliich  you  li.ive  sfo-ned,  but  such  as  is  strictly 
conformable  to  the  })urposes  of  the  trust  for -which  you  are  respon- 
sible. Very  probably  they  may  not  be  used  at  all.  The  alarms 
(which  had  reached  us  some  time  before  it  became  public)  of  an 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  new  Government  ^  to  appro})riate  a 
])art  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  supplies  of  the  year,  induced  us 
to  wish  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  escape  from  the  ruin  which 
such  a  measnre  would  bring  u})on  all  funded  property,  but  that 
for  the  ])resent  at  least  is  past  by. 

Manv  thanks,  my  dear  Lord,  for  your  kind  expressions,  which 
be  assured  I  feel  as  I  ought  to  do.  It  is  indeed  a  comfort  and 
c<msolation  to  me  (and  the  only  one  which  such  a  loss  admits-) 
to  reflect  that  I  have  at  least  endeavoured,  on  all  occasions,  to 
discharge  faitlifnlly  the  duty  which  I  owed  him  both  as  a  ])ub]ic 
and  as  a  j)rivate  friend.  That  the  loss  is,  in  both  views,  irre})arable, 
no  man  can  feel  more  painfullv  tlian  I  do.  Yet  even  amidst  my 
own  keen  regrets  I  cannot  help  turning  aside  now  and  then  to 
compassionate  what  must  be.  under  all  the  complicated  mis- 
fortunes to  which  this  last  and  heaviest  hai  been  added,  the 
sufTerings  of  poor  Lord  Melville. 

1  All  the  Talents. 

-  Mr.  Canning's  allusion  is  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt. 


.>^l.-:r  .  )  .,i]f. 
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Jtian  (Mrs.  Canning;)  Icit    U)\\u   last  week.      I    cjuit  u\\  (ju.-irurs 

liere  on  Friday,  and  sliall  then  iso  to  ^  for  a  day  or  tM o,  l)iit 

nnist  rettu-n  a^ain  to  attend  the  House  of  Co'nuions. 

Our  liest  wishes  ever  attend  yon  and  youi-s,  and  I  a)n  ever,  niv 
dear  Lord,  most  sincerely  and  faithfully  youi-s,       Geo.  Ca.vmm;. 

In  September  1809  the  ]\)rl:land  -  ^Ministry  eanie  to  an  eiul  ; 
and  on  tlie  J22tl  of  Se})teni])er.  Mr.  Canning-  ami  Lord  C';i-<ile- 
rea<i;]i,  liaving  resio-ned  tlieir  olHees  a  few  days  j)i-eviou-l\-. 
broiio-lit  tlieir  loni>-  dillVrenees  to  a  h.ead  by  fii>hiinu-  a  duel. 
Lord  Castlereagh  believed  that  >Ir.  C  anninu;  had  intrii^-ued  for 
his  removal  from  tlie  ministry  cm  the  score  of  incompetejiee. 
This  on  the  ])arl  of  a  brother  Cabinet  ^linister  he  resented  as  a 
))crsoi)al  insult,  and  aceordiniily  sent  a  eh,alleni!,e  to  Mr.  Canninu'. 
by  whom  it  was  acce])ted.  Tiiey  met,  and  at  the  seeond 
discharo-e  Mr.  Caiminp;  received  his  ad\ersarv's  bullet  in  his  left 
thig-b,  when  the  affair  terminateil. 

Five  days  later  I\[rs.  (  anning  wrote  to  her  uncle  the  Chief 
Baron,  exp<ressing  her  feelings  ujkiu  what  had  passed  between 
ber  husband  and  Loi-d  Castleivagh  : — 

Mrs.  Canning  lo  Cuikf  Baron  Duxdas. 

Glouckstkr  Lodge,  IVcdnzsa-iy,  April  zj. 

I  am  really  quite  concerned  at  not  having  been  able  to  write 
to  you  sooner,  as  I'm  sure  you  will  be  anxious  to  hear  how  >h-.  C. 
is  going  on.  The  truth  is  that  Avhat  with  anxiety  of  mind,  and 
the  number  of  people  I  had  to  see  and  to  write  to  in  order  to  --ave 
him  from  fatigue  as  nnich  as  ])ossibk\  I  re;dly  had  not  for  the  .^rst 
few  days  after  my  arri\al  here  a  moment  to  recollect  mysilf  He 
is  now  (thank  (iod)  so  well  that  all  my  anxiety  as  to  the  result  is  at 
an  end,  and  I  have  assurance  that  in  ten  days  more  he  will  be  well. 

That  such  an  event  was  as  little  to  be  expected  \i\  Mr.  C.  as 
by  any  one  else,  the  statement  winch  1  inclose  is  suriicient  })roof ; 
as  likewise  that  he  coidil  not  act  otherwise  tlian  as  he  did.  I 
must  foi'bear  makinsi-  any  comment  on  the  conduct  of  his  adver-aj-\-, 
as  I  cannot  help  feeling  unchristian  like  on  the  subject;  but  when 
to  the  inclosed  statement  of  facts  I  add  that  Lord  C.  was  peri'ectly 

1  Illeyihle. 

-  The  Priirio  ;Minister,  the  third  Duke  of  Portland,  only  survived  the  tern'.ina- 
tion  of  his  official  career  by  a  few  days.  He  died  on  Octolier  30,  1S09.  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  son  the  fourth  Duke,  husband  of  Miss  Scott,  and  co-tn.>tee 
with  the  Chief  Ban.n  under  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Canning's  marriaire  settlements. 
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informed  of  all  tlmt  is  there  luciitiom-d,  and  f\en  nioiv,  if  not 
heforc  he  sent  his  letter,  at  lea^t  eertaiidy  hrfon-  he  \vent  out  to 
tiivfit,  ai;d  that  kno-.viiio  himself  therefore  to  he  so  perfectly  in  the 
wrong-,  and  knowing  him^eh'  liki'wi^e  to  he  the  best  shot  in  the 
country,  he  insisUd  u])ou  liiicc  aiming  at  the  life  of  tlie  person 
upon  ^v]1om  he  chose  to  exercise  his  revenge — you  will  I  think 
agree  w  itli  me  that  no  ti'rros  are  too  strong  to  express  one's  horror 
of  such  conduct.  Pray  gi\e  my  kindest  lo\e  to  Mrs.  1).,  and  be- 
lieve nie  ever  most  alfeetionately  yours.  d.  Canning. 

Next  year,  1810,  the  Duke  of  l\)rtl;uul  again  urites  to  tlie 
Chief  ]3an)n  for  his  opinion  respecting  the  investments  whic-li 
Ml-,  and  ^Irs.  Canning  were  ilesirous  of  making'. 

Duke  or  Pohtlanu  tu  i'nn.v  Baron  Di  ndas. 

FULLARTON,  Aug.    I3,    iSlO. 

.'  .   .    I  understand  the  case  to  be  this  : — 

HuskissoM,  ever  since  he  has  been  out  of  oftice,  has  had  a  very 
bad  oi)inion  of  tlie  finances  of  the  country,  and  has  })ersuaded 
Canning  (who  knows  nothing  about  the  matter)  that  the  re})ort  of 
tlie  Bullion  Committee  would  lower  the  funds  ten  per  cent.  At 
tliis  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Canning  have  taken  alarm,  and  the  more,  as 
other  events  (which  I  belie\e  have  no  connection  with  the  subject 
which  was  before  the  Fndlion  Commiltee)  have  seemed  to  justify 
Duskissoif  s  predictions,  and  they  now  have  it  in  contemplation  to 
lay  out  their  money  in  land,  and  in  the  meantime  they  are  anxious 
to  anticipate  the  expected  fall  of  the  stocks. 

Hy-the-bye,  in  case  a  purchase  of  land  should  be  made,  I  sup- 
]>o>e  we  ouglit  to  have  a  good  professional  opinion,  that  the  money 
is  well  laid  out,  a.^,  though  I  suppose  we  cannot  be  expected  to 
contrive  that  the  money  should  receive  as  good  interest  from 
landed  security  as  from  the  funds,  we  are  bound  to  use  ordinary 
diligence  and  attention  tt)  see  that  it  is  not  impi-ovidently  invested. 

We  shall  be  very  hap]iy  to  see  you  and  Mrs.  Dundas  and  the 
General,^  either  the  end  of  this  month  or  the  beginning  of  next. 
I  am  afraid  we  shall  not  be  able  to  lodge  you  as  well  as  we  could 
wish,  but  if  Mi-s.  Dundas  will  put  up  with  such  accommodation  as 
this  house,  which  is  a  very  bad  one,  will  afford,  we  shall  be  very 
hap])y.  I  hope  you  will  thid  Lord  Melville  looking  as  well  as 
when  he  \\as  here  about  ten  days  ago. — Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours 
sincerely,  Scott  Portland. 


General  Frraicis  IHmdas,  the  Chief  Baron'.s  brother. 
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Scvei'al  other  k'Uers  upon  the  same  subject  follow  in  t\\v 
Arniston  eolleetioii.  but  tliev  are  coufinetl  to  the  leg'al  a^])eet  of 
the  business.  In  one  of  them  ]\[r.  C'annina;  fully  explains  to  the 
Chief  Jjaron  his  wislics  with  re^anl  to  the  i  i-ust  funds.  ]i\\[ 
these  letters  ai'e  of  no  general  interest. 

On  the  ^Ist  of  :\lay  1811  the  citizens  of  I'Aiinburuli  were 
startled  bv  hearing  of  the  sudden  death  of  ]\obcrt  lilair  of 
Avontoun,  the  President  of  the  Court  of  Session.  'I'he  ))re\  iou< 
day,  being  a  ^lontiav,  was  a  Court  holiday,  and  the  President 
liatl  taken,  according  to  his  usual  cust<»n,  a  walk  before 
dinner  round  l^runtsticld  Links.  On  reaching  his  hou•^e, 
No.  56  George  Scpiare,^  he  com})lained  of  feeling  unwell,  and 
almost  innnediateh"  ex])ired. 

CniKi'  Bahox  Dlxd as  Iu  liis  ^VJ^K. 

MoxDAV  EVKNINO,  20//;  .]/ay  iSri. 

My  DEAH  Klixvui-TU, —  Returniiiii'  lionie  a  little  after  three  I 
met  Betsey  Iiol)ertson  -  at  my  door,  ;m(l  v.hile  we  %\ere  talking  I 
saw  the  President  coming  up  from  his  ^\a]k  and  go  into  liis  house. 
We  dined  en  Jamil  I  e  a  little  after  four,  and  before  I  had  tinished 
my  dinner,  John  Wauchojie  called  me  out  and  informed  me  my 
most  excellent  and  honourable  friend  had  that  moment  breathed 
his  last.  A  cramp  in  the  stomach,  so  rapid  in  its  proure^s  that 
ere  medical  aid  could  reach  him,  he  was  no  more. 

Accustomed  as  1  haye  been  to  consider  for  a  long  time  my 
own  end  as  not  fai-  distant,  the  idea  that  he  who  a  few  minutes 
ago  I  saw  in  health  and  vigour  far  superior  to  mine,  is  now  a 
breathless  corpse,  and  thrown  in  a  few  minutes  into  eternity. 
could  not  but  strike  me  with  some  dei^ree  1  had  almost  said  ol 
terror.  To  his  family  and  to  Scotland  his  untimely  end  is  an 
irremediable  loss. 

I  have  sent  an  express  to  Dunira,  who  w  ill  be  thert'  to-morrow 
forenoon,,  and  I  think  it  next  to  cert;iin  your  father  will  come  here. 
and  possibly  sleep  here,  Wednesday  (May  iit3d)  night.  Of  ccnu-se  I 
shall  have  his  a})artment  ready.  I  liave  therefore  sent  the  chai-e. 
as  I  think  you  may,  and  I  tiunk  ought,  to  come  to  town  on  W'etl- 
nesday.      Ihe   funeral   in   all   probal)ility   will   be   a   public   one,   as 

^  The  Chief  Baron's  liousc  was  next  door,  No.  57. 

*  Daughter  of  Mr.  David  Robertson,  owner  of  Lorctto,  near  MuN^elhurgli. 
She  is  said  to  have  been  a  cliarniint,'  person,  and  doserve.ily  iiopular  in  Kdiril'iiri^ii 
society. 


,r'd     Ml.n 
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such  a  man.  so  uni\ersal!y  and  so  ju>tly  and  highly  respecttd.  Mill 
not  be  suffered  to  be  for  ever  j)]aeed  in  the  il^rave  without  some 
mark  of  the  rt,iii-ets  and  the  soii-ow  of  his  countrymen.  Mv 
niolii>ns  thi-refore  for  the  jiresfnt  are  uncertain,  "^'ou  should  now 
I  think  bring  Anne  (her  eldest  daui^liter)  with  you.  as  it  is  not 
likely  I  shall  accompany  you  back  to  Arniston  th.e  end  of  this 
Meek,  or  require  a  jilace  in  the  chaise.—  Affectionately  yours. 

R.'DiNn.xs. 

To  iliis  letter  is  ajjpeiided  tlie  following  nieuioramhini  in 
I\lrs.  DiHidas^s  liaiulwriting  : — 

••  I  Ment  to  Edinburgh  and  found  my  father  arrived  there  in 
^real  distress  for  his  iVimd  President  Blair's  death.  I  stayed  in 
Edinburcrh  with  the  Chief  Baron  and  him  till  Sunday  (May  ','jth) 
evening,  v.hen  I  retiniied  here  (Arniston)  Mith  my  father.  He 
s})ent  all  Monday,  i2(jth,  with  me  and  the  ch.ildren,  and  seemed 
much  gratified  by  riding  about  the  ])lace  all  the  morning,  and 
walking  with  me  in  the  evening.  Next  morning  (Tuesday  'JTth) 
he  desu'cd  Anne  to  give  him  his  breakfast  early,  previous  to  his 
going  to  Edinburgh.  I'he  President's  funei'al  Mas  to  be  next  day, 
the  "iSlh.  Contrary  to  my  usual  practice  I  felt  an  irresistible 
desire  to  be  up  in  time  to  see  liim  before  his  departure.  I  did  so^ 
and  he  flattered  me  Mith  ho])es  of  returning  Thursday  or  Friday. 
He  M-ent  to  Edinburgh,  dined  and  spent  the  evening  v.ith  the 
Chief  Baron,  cheerful  and  Mell,  m  ent  to  bed,  M-here  he  Mas  found 
by  his  servant  lifeless  next  morning,  the  2Sth.  He  died  almost 
upon  the  birthday  of  his  great  private  and  political  friend  Mr.  Pitt." 

Thci"e  is  also  among  the  Arniston  ])apers  a  brief  note, 
indorsed  in  the  Cliief  Baron's  handwriting,  as  written  to  him 
bv  l.ord  ^Melville  on  tlie  thiy  of  liis  death.  It  begins  v/itli  a 
line  from  tlie  Cliief  Baron  : — 

"  Mv  DK.AR  Eoun, —  I  have  not  a  scrap  from  London,  either 
yesterday  or  to-day.      ])o  you  dine  at  home.- — Yours, 

R.    DCNDAS." 

In  reph,  Lord  Melville  wrote  at  the  foot  of  the  page: — 
"  I  have  not  a  line  from  anybody  ;  you  are  engaged  to  dinner, 
and  1  M  ould  not  m  ish  you  to  break  \  our  engagement,  for  this  is 
adayonMhich  I  have  no  ol)jecti()n  to  dine  alone.  The  circum- 
stance M-hieh  occurred  in  January  ISO()  has  a  strong  and  striking 
resemblance  to  Mhat  has  recently  happened.^ — Yours,  M." 

'  The  allusion  is,  of  course,  lo  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt. 


i:,^.:\  'M,'  \!  ^u^'''  >w.^l.]r  i> 
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However,  as  Mrs.  Duiul.is  nieiitioiis  in  her  liK'ir.orainliini, 
tlie  Cliief  J?;vron  ])iit  oli'  his  dinner  enga^einenl,  and  Lord 
Melville  spent  his  last  e\enin<;'  in  Ins  ('oin})any.  Aho\e  a 
quarter  of  a  century  had  passed  since  Harry  Dundas  had 
concluded  one  of  liis  confidential  letters  to  his  brother  the 
President  by  recjuesiiiiL*'  that  it  ini<;ht  be  shown  to  his  nepliew 
Robert,  ol'  \\hose  <i,()od  sense  and  discretion  he  liad  Ibrnied  a 
high  opinion.  .Viler  the  father's  death  the  correspontlence  was 
continued  with  the  son.  To  this  long  and  unbroken  friendship 
tlie  evening  of  the  ^Tth  of  May  iornied  a  singulai-ly  ai)propriate 
ending.  From  Lord  Melville's  allusion  to  January  1800',  old 
times  were  on  that  afternoon  upper)nost  in  his  mind,  ami  they 
doid)tiess  forn\ed  t!ie  topic  of  conversation  between  hin)  and  tlie 
Chief  Baron  on  that  thi.'  last  evening  of  liis  life — a  peacefid 
sunset  to  so  long  and  stormy  a  day. 

Thus  ilied,  in  the  seventieth  yeai-  of  his  age,  Henry  J)unda>. 
iirst  \'iscount  :VL'lville.  He  had  been  called  to  thy  Bar  oi' 
Scotland  in  February  17()r3,  and  no  one  had  ever  ))ut  on  a  wig 
and  g\)wn  in  the  l^iidianient  House  with  more  brilliant  }iro- 
s})ects  of  success.  His  father  had  been  Lord  I'resitlent  ;  and, 
in  1763,  his  elder  brother,  after  tilling  the  highest  ])ositioirs  as 
a  law  officer  of  the  crown,  had  been  for  three  years  at  the  head 
of  the  administration  of  the  law  in  Scotland.  By  nature 
Henry  Dundas  was  endowed  with  (qualities  which  fitted  him. 
in  a  singular  degree,  for  turning  these  advantage^  to  the  bcNt 
account.  Though  not  a  profound  lawyer,  he  was  sutiiciently 
possessed  of  the  It^gal  capacity  neces.sarv  for  the  career  of  an 
advocate.  Though  never  a  polished  or  elo(pient  speaker,  he 
had  an  ample  connnand  of  language,  great  readiness,  and  the 
most  complete  self-confidence.  He  had  a  tall  and  connnanding 
figure,  and  a  handsome  face.  His  manners  wei-e  frank  ami 
open  ;  and  his  social  cpialities  made  him  a  fascinating  com- 
panion in  ])rivate  life. 

Dundas  seems  to  have  come  to  the  liar  with  no  other 
inten.tion  than  t(j  practise  in  Scotlanti,  and,  if  he  coidil,  ri>e  in 
his  })rofession  as  his  ancestors  had  done  before  him.  But  wlien 
he  liad  been  only  three  years  at  the  Bar  he  was  hurried  into 
official  life,  having  lieeu  ap})ointed  Solicitor-General  in  June 
17(iI6.  at  the  age  of  twenty-four;  and  in  1TT4  he  was  returned 
to    I'arliament    as    uiend)er    for    Midlothian.       The    Arniston 
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f;iiiiily  h;ul  l)een  WhigN  ])ef()r(.'  and  since  tlie  devolution  ;  and 
it  was  In-  tlie  AVhio-  ^Ministry  of  Lord  Grenville  that  he  had 
l-em  a]i])0!nteil  Solieitor-Cieneral.  He  had.  bctwuen  17()()  and 
1770.  held  o'fliee  under  Lonl  Hoekinghani  and  the  Duke  of 
(rraftun.  In  1770,  the  Duke  of  (Tiai'ton  resignetl,  and  Chatham, 
wlio  had  been  the  Li;uidin2;  spirit  of  his  adniinistration,  attemj)ted 
to  i'orni  an  alliance  ^ith  the  Jk'dford  section  of  A\diigs.  In 
this  he  failed  ;  and  the  seals  were  handed  to  Loi'd  North,  who 
remained  in  power  for  the  next  twehe  vears. 

It  was  (hn-ino-  the  lattei'  part  ol'  Lord  Noi'th's  tenure  of 
ofiice  that  Ilenrv  I)und;is  entered  on  that  political  career  in 
which  he  afterwards  rose  so  hiuh.  In  1775  he  became  Lord 
Advocate  ;  and  his  politics  and  those  of  his  faniilv  _i;railuallv 
assumed  a  Tory  hue,  But  this  was  not  in  com])liance  witli 
the  wishes  or  ]X)licy  of  Lord  North.  At  tliat  time  the 
s})ectacle,  almost  unknown  at  the  jjresent  dav,  of  nn'nisters 
o})]H)sinn-  each  other  opeidy  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Common'^,  was  frequently  seen  ;  and  Duiulas  never  hesitated 
to  oj^ijose,  when  he  thoui;-ht  tit,  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment. His  lii-st  s])eech  in  the  House  had  been  aii-ain>t  Lord 
Nortlfs  motion  in  favour  of  a  reconciliation  with  America; 
and  after  he  became  Lord  Advocate  lie  continued  the  same 
independent  line  of  conduct.  So  strong'  and  consistent  was  lie 
in  adhering  to  tlie  view  wliich  he  took,  and  in  which  he  was 
undoubtedly  wrong,  of  the  ])olicy  which  ought  to  be  ])ursued 
towards  the  Americans,  that  the  King  was  extremelv  annoved. 
"The  more  1  think,''"'  he  says  in  one  of  his  innumerable  letters 
to  Lord  North,  "of  the  conduct  of  tlie  Advoeate  of  Scotland, 
the  more  I  am  incensed  against  him.  ^fore  favours  have  been 
lieaj)ed  on  th.e  shoulders  of  that  man  than  ever  were  liestowed 
on  anv  Scotch  lawver ;  and  he  seems  studiouslv  to  endirace 
every  opportunity  to  create  dirticulty.  I^ut  men  of  talents, 
when  not  accompanied  with  integritv,  are  }iests  instead  of 
blessings  to  scx'iety  :  and  true  wisdom  ought  to  crush  them 
rather  than  nourish  them.''  This  was  in  1778;  but  a  vear 
later,  finding  it  was  impossible  to  "crush"  IMr.  Dundas,  his 
Majesty  thought  it  wiser  to  "  nourisir'  him,  and  use  his  talents 
to  confront  the  ()])position.  Let  him  be  gained,  he  said,  to 
attend  the  House  constantlv,  and  "brave  the  Parliament.'" 

It   was  in  Januarv  17S1   that  Mr.  Pitt  first  took   his  seat 
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in  the  House  oi'  ('onniKiiis,  The  long'  strug'gle  against  the 
Anieric;\ns  was  now  (h-a\vino-  to  ^  close.  Three  years  het'orL- 
I\lr.  F\ti<  great,  father  had  niatle  In's  last  speeeh,  in  o|)|H)^illl;• 
the  Duke  of  Itiehnioncfs  motion  to  reeo,2,nise  tlie  inclepLiuUiice 
of  tlie  United  States,  and  l)efore  lono-  his  son  rose  to  i-x])lain 
wjiat  he  l)elie\e(l  to  ha\e  been  his  father's  \ie\vs.  Dundas 
followed  him,  and  was  loud  in  his  admiration  of  the  Noung- 
AVlii*;'  statesman.  '"  I  iind  m^■self,"  he  exclaimed,  '"  im|)e]led  to 
rejoice  in  the  good  fortune  of  this  countiT  antl  m_v  fellow- 
subjects,  who  are  tlestined  in  sc)nie  future  ilav  to  deri\e  the 
most  inij^ortant  services  iVom  so  hap})y  a  union  of  tir-^t-rate 
abilities,  high  integrity,  bold  and  honest  indejjcndencv  of 
conduct,  and  the  most  persuasive  elocjuence.'"  This  eulogy 
was  well  deserved  ;  but  few  of  those  who  heard  it  could  ha\e 
imagined  liow  close  an  intimacy,  in  politics  and  ])rivate  life, 
was  soon  to  ])e  established  between  Dundas  and  the  new 
men)ber  of  whom  he  sj)()Ke. 

After  tlie  fall  of  Lord  Xorth,  Dundas  continued  to  hold 
otlice  as  Lord  Athocate  in  the  llockinghani  Atlministration, 
in  wliich  Loi'd  Siielburne  and  Mr.  Tox  were  the  Secretaries 
of  State;  and  it  was  at  this  time  that  he  first  came  forwai'd 
as  an  authcn-itv  on  the  affairs  of  India.  lie  had  been  apjiointed 
diairman  of  a  Secret  Committee,  which  was  to  report  on  the 
causes  of  the  war  in  the  ("arnatic.  and  the  statt'  of  the  British 
possessions  in  that  ])art  of  India;  and,  in  April  ITS:^.  he 
addressed  the  House  on  the  nuanentous  cpiestion  of  Indian 
policy  in  a  speech  of  three  hours.  "It  was  then,  perhaps," 
savs  Lord  Mahon.  •'  more  than  on  any  ]>re\  iou>  occasion  tliat 
he  fully  showed,  or  saw  acknowledged,  the  mastery  of  debate 
which  he  so  long  retained."  When,  in  :\Iay  17S'^,  .Mr.  Pitt 
brought  forwanl  the  subject  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  he  \vas 
opposed  bv  Dundas,  who  declareil  that  the  constitution  had 
for  ages  been  ]nu-e,  and  that  th;it  was  not  a  proper  time  to 
think  of  altering  it.  The  motion  was  lost  by  twenty  \(jtes, 
althougii  Mr.  Fox  had  su])ported  it  ;  ami,  as  Lord  Macaulay 
savs,  "the  reformers  never  again  iiad  so  good  a  division  till  the 
vear  LSSl.'"  On  other  (piestions  besides  that  of  I'arliamentary 
Jleform.  the  members  of  the  Government  failed  to  agree  ;  and. 
in  particular,  there  was  bad  blood  between  Mr.  Duiuias  and 
Mr.  Fox.     The  death  of  Lord  Jiockingham  brought   matters 
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to  a  crisis  ;  aiid  when  he  was  sufceetled  as  Prime  Miuisler  h\ 
Lord  Slielburne,  ]\Ir.  Fox  ami  otlier  niinislers  resionecl.  ?i[r. 
Pitt  eiitei-L'tl  tl'.e  ('al)iiiet  as  ChiUieellor  oftlie  J^xeheiiuer  ;  au'.l 
Dimdas  ret;dned  liis  place  as  Loril  Ailvoeate.  His  attendance 
in  the  House  of  Commons  was  not,  however,  for  some  time  so 
reo'ular  as  usnal  ;  and  the  character  which  he  had  now  jiccjuired 
as  a  debater  is  proved  by  the  fici  that,  in  order  to  secure  liis 
support,  Lord  Shelburne  oifered  him  the  otl'ices  of  Treasurer  oi' 
the  Navy  and  Keeper  of  the  Scottish  Si^■net  for  life.  At  the 
same  time  he  continued  to  retain  his  place  as  Lord  Advocate. 
But  this  was  not  all.  ])urino;  the  tbrtv-four  vears  which  ha.d 
elapsed  since,  at  the  close  of  the  iast  Jacobite  rebellion,  the 
ofh'ce  of  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  was  abolished,  the 
jirivile^e  of  nominating  the  ])ersons  who  were  to  receive 
a].ipointnients  in  Scotland  had  l)een  j)artlv  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  ))ajtly  in  those  of  some  jniblic  m.ai 
who,  wliether  in  office  or  out  of  oflice,  was  in  the  confidence  of 
ministers.  A  large  jiart  oi'  the  ])atronage  of  Scottish  places 
had,  indeetl,  been  enjoyeil  for  many  years  by  the  member.^  of 
the  Arniston  family;  but  this  had  hitherto  been  the  ca^e 
without  any  formal  arrangement.  Now,  howe\er,  DuiKias 
received  and,  of  course,  accejitetl  a  formal  offer  of  tlie 
entire  patronage  of  all  places  in  the  })ul)lic  service  in  Scotland. 
Tims  it  was  tliat,  in  the  words  of  I>ord  Cockburn,  "to  his  nod 
every  man  owed  what  lie  had  got,  and  looked  for  w  hat  he  wished." 
He  was  King  of  Scotland  in  a  far  truer  sen>e  than  John,  Duke 
of  Argvll,  to  whom  that  e]iithet  had  been  given  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  century,  had  e\er  been.  Argvll  had  al\\avs  been 
opposed,  and  often  with  success.  Hundas.  for  manv  vears, 
was  seldom  ojiposed,  and  almost  never  with  success.  A\'hether 
the  possession  of  so  nuich  ]iower  was  a  source  of  ])leasiu"e  to 
Dumlas  may  well  be  doubteil.  The  burden  became  ]ica\ier 
and  heavier  with  each  suci-eediug  vear.  A  sluuie  of  melancholv 
pervades  his  letters,  tl.e  melandioly  and  dissatisfaction  of  a 
man  wjio  is  constantly  brought  in  contact  with  mean  and 
greedy  placemen,  who  is  fast  losing  faith  in  the  j)uritv  of 
motive,  and  even  the  conunon  honesty  of  those  he  has  to  deal 
with,  and  who  can  never  be  sure  that  ulterior  views  do  not  lurk 
behind  the  common  civilities  which  he  receives  even  from  hi> 
friends.       His    enormous    correspondence',    still     preserved    at 
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Ariii.ston  ami  ^Melville  Cuslle,  Iceins  witli  applications,  coiichecl 
in  every  variety  of  exjiressiou,  for  tlic  honours  and  oflic-L's  ;it  lii^ 
disposal.  IVers  and  })eeresses,  judi;'cs,  oiiicers  of  the  annv, 
clergymen,  nienibei's  of  exery  rank  and  every  profusion, 
write  to  him  ;  and  the  burden  of  every  letter  is  the  same — a 
lord-lieutenanev,  a  nianpiisate,  a  pension,  the  command  of  a 
regiment,  a  better  living.  AN'ith  so  niany  gras])ing  hands 
constantly  stretched  up  to  him,  it  is  little  wonder  that  Henry 
Dundas,  as  years  went  on,  grew  somewhat  cynical.  The 
wonder  rather  is  that  he  retained  any  gencrositx  of  feeling  or 
sympathy  with  the  wants  of  others.  But  that  he  did  so  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  His  kindly  nature  seems  ne\er  to  have  been 
soured,  even  by  ingratitude,  which,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
he  certainly  felt  keenly.  One  story,  in  which  there  is  a  touch 
of  romance,  of  the  way  in  which  he  exercised  his  jiatronage,  has 
already  a])peared  in  print.  Riding  one  day  in  the  Highlands 
lie  called  at  a  friend's  house,  when  a  young  lady  asked  leave  to 
speak  to  him  alone.  "■  ]Mr.  Dundas,""  she  saitl,  '•  I  hear  that 
you  are  a  very  gi'eat  man,  and,  m  hat  is  mucli  better,  a  very 
good  man.  I  will  venture,  therefore,  to  tell  you  a  .secret. 
There  is  a  young  man  in  this  iieighbourhooLl  \\ho  lias  a  strong 
attachment  to  me,  and,  to  confc^ss  the  truth,  I  have  a  strong- 
regard  for  him.""  She  then  explained  that  hei-  loxer  hatl  l)eeu 
bred  to  the  medical  profession,  and  was  anxious  to  obtain  a, 
situation  in  India,  when  he  would  be  able  to  marry  her. 
Dundas,  according  to  the  story,  took  her  by  the  hand,  and 
said,  "]\Iy  good  girl,  be  assured,  if  opportunity  oilers,  I  shall 
not  forget  your  application."  Some  time  after  he  was  dining 
with  a  director  of  the  East  India  Company,  who  mentioned 
that  there  was  an  a])pointment  as  surgeon  in  the  service  vacant, 
and  that  it  was  at  his  dis})osal.  "The  very  thing  I  most 
anxiously  wished  for,"  said  Dundas,  and  the  appointment  was 
at  once  conferred  on  the  doctor  from  Scotland,  who  married 
the  young  lady,  and  had  a  successful  career  in  India. ^ 

On  the  formation  of  tlie  Coalition  ^linistry,  which  came 
into  })ower  on  the  resignation  of  Lord  Shelburne  in  1784, 
Dundas  ditl  not  at  once  resign  the  office  of  Lord  Advocate  ; 
and,  indeed,  he  is  said  to  lui.ve  declared  that  *'  no  man  in  Scot- 


^   Corjcspondcn.e  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  vol.  i.  p.  144. 
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land  will  venture  to  take  my  place."  But  his  intimacy  with 
]Mr.  ]*itt  aroused  th.e  sus])ieions  of  ?.lr.  I'ox,  who  iiad  never 
liked  liini,  and  wlio  now  resolveil  to  <;et  rid  of  him.  '"  It  he^'an,"' 
Fox  A\  rites  to  l.oi-d  i.ouolilxnouuh.  "  to  be  seriously  credited 
that  it  was  not  permitted  to  them  ^  to  remove  any  person  (in 
Scotland)  ])rotected  o\-  Dundas."  'I'jie  Lord  Advocate  was, 
accordingly,  dismissed  from  otlice,  and  speedily  alHed  himself 
openly,  and  once  for  all,  to  Mr.  Pitt. 

In  the  Administration  of  ]\Ir.  Pitt,  which  was  formed  on 
the  downfall  of  the  unpopulai-  Coalition  Ministry,  ]\lr.  l^undas 
became  Treasurer  of  the  Navy.  His  appointment  was  severely 
criticised  by  the  op])osition  journals. 

"  ]\[r.  Henry  Dunilas,""  said  the  Monung'  Herald  of  the  1st 
of  January,  "•  has  had  the  modesty  to  acce])t  of  the  sinecui-e 
place  of  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  ;  a  place  which,  in  a  debate 
during-  tlie  last  sessif)jis  of  I'arliament,  he  acknowledgeii  to  he 
very  impro})e)"  for  him  to  acce]it.  particularly  on  account  of  his 
profession  as  a  l;i\\ycr.  However,  his  young  friend,  Mr.  Pitt, 
notwithstanding  the  (Hslike  he  professes  to  have  for  a  coalition, 
has  prevailed  u})(ni  tlio  late  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  to  coalesce 
with  the  Treasurer  of  the  English  Navy,  and  to  act  in  future  as 
one  man.  It  is  said,  however,  that  the  learned  gentleman  did 
not  long  stand  out  against  the  persuasion  of  his  young  friend,  as 
he  felt  in  his  breast  a  very  strong  inclination  to  such  a  coalition. 

"  ]\Ir.  Dundas,  in  getting  into  the  otilce  of  Treasurer  of  the 
Navy,  has  by  no  means  obtaineti  tiie  ultimatum  of  his  wishes  : 
he  has  condescended  to  accejjt  of  i''>()00  a  year  ad  infcritn,  until 
.something  better  i-an  be  found  for  him  ;  and  that  sometliing 
better  he  has  already  hxed  his  eye  u\nm.  It  is  a  })art  of  the 
new  minister's  plan  to  ap])oint  a  new  secretary  of  state,  who  is 
to  have  India  for  his  department ;  and  if  this  ])lan  should  be 
adoj)ted  by  Parliament,  .Mr.  Dundas  is  certainly  to  be  pilaced 
in  that  dej)artment,  for  wjiich  his  attendance  as  chaii-man  of 
the  Committee  of  Seci-esy  has  particularly  well  fittetl  him." 

But  Dundas  was  well  entitled  to  a  high  })lace  in  the 
Goverimient  ;  for  during  the  next  three  months,  when  Mr.  Pitt 
and  his  colleagues  had  to  contend  night  after  night  against  a 
hostile  majority  on  the  opposition  benches,  Dundas  did  yeoman 
service.     The  majorities  against  (xovernment  gradually  dimin- 
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islied,  until  at  length  the  crisis  was  reac-heil  on  tlie  Stli  of 
March,  when  M)-.  Fox's  motion  to  address  tlie  Kino-  for  the 
rejiioval  of  the  Mim'sters  was  carried  l)y  t)nly  one  vote. 
'' Seldom,"  .>ays  U'raxall.  "have  1  heard  ])undas,  dr.rinp;  the 
course  of  liis  long  and  brilliant  career,  display  more  abilitv  or 
eloquence  tlian  on  that  evening-,  which  may,  in  fact,  be  regarded 
as  having  terminated  the  contest  1x4 ween  I'itt  and  Fox,  be- 
tween the  Crown  and  a  majoritv  in  tlie  House  of  C'onnnons."' 
Soon  after  this  rarliamcnt  ums  dissolved  ;  and  the  result  of  tlie 
g'eneral  election  Mas  the  com])lete  triumph  of  ]\Ir.  Pitt. 

Such  were  the  leading  facts  in  the  life  of  Flenry  Dundas 
])rior  to  ti)e  conunencement  of  ]\lr.  Pitt's  long  term  of  ofHce. 
lieyond  this,  even  a  meagre  outline  of  his  life  could  not  be  given 
without  entering  upon  a  multi{)licitv  of  topics  which  Mould  ])e 
out  of  place  in  a  volume  of  family  history  ;  for  th.e  career  of 
Henry  Dunda-^  henceforth  v.as  tliut  of  a  British  ^Minister.  He 
managed  the  aifairs  of  India  for  a  numljer  of  years.  He  was  at 
the  Home  ollice  during  the  trou])lous  times  which  tbllowed 
the  outbreak  of  the  French  ]{evolution.  At  another  time  he 
was  charged  with  tlie  conduct  of  tlK""  war.  He  Mas  afterwards 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  He  was  responsible  for  the 
transactions  which  cuhninated  in  the  abolition  of  the  Irish 
Parliament  and  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Union.  He  was 
deeply  engaged  in  the  events  Mhich  led  to  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Pitt  in  ISOl,  and  still  more  deeply  engaged  in  those  MJiich 
led  to  ]\Ir.  l^itts  retmii  to  ])OMer  in  1804.  The  charges  brought 
against  him  by  the  o})position  in  the  following  vear,  and  his 
impeachment  during  tlie  ]Mini>try  (;f  All  the  Talents,  ]ia\e 
already  been  alluded  to.  Of  the  charges  then  brought  against 
him  he  \'vas  accpiitted ;  but  his  oilicial  life  was  at  an  end. 
Nevertheless  liis  corresjiondence  j)ro\es  that  witliin  a  year  after 
the  termination  of  his  trial,  he  was  once  more  \irtuallv  tlie 
-Minister  for  Scotland.  Juilging  by  the  letters  which  m  ei-e 
addressed  to  him  by  members  of  the  Duke  of  Portland's 
INIini.stry  and  by  the  })u!ilic  in  Scotland,  he  had  almost  as  nnich 
power,  from  the  year  1807  until  his  sudden  deatii  in  1811.  as 
he  ])ad  enjoyed  during  the  old  days  when  he  and  Mr.  Pitt  sat 
side  by  side  Oii  the  front  bench  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  character  of  Lord  Melville  was.  during  his  lifetime,  the 
subject  of  severe  criticism  by  one  })arty  in  the  State,  m  hile  by 
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another  ]);irty  it  was  the  suhjec-t  of  fulsome  eulogy.  By  one 
party  lie  was  rej^reseiited  as  an  unscru])ulous  adventurer  whr, 
cared  for  nothing  but  his  own  ad\aneenient,  who  was  ready  ti; 
adopt  ;iny  poliey  \s  liieh  pi-oniised  succxsn,  ami  wlio  had  aehie\  etl 
jiis  high  position  by  an  utter  want  of  principle,  l^\  another 
party  he  was,  in  Scotlanil  at  all  events,  i-egarded  as  a  great  and 
j)owerful  Minister,  whose  chief  claim  to  distinction  was  his  loftv 
independence  of  chai'acter,  and  ^\•hose  success  in  life  was  soielv 
the  result  of  merit.  The  truth  ])robably  was  that  he  enteied 
public  life  with  rare  advantages,  and  did  himself  full  justice. 
His  age  and  experience  nuide  him  an  invaluable  ally  to  ]\Ir. 
I'itt.  His  business  habits  and  readiness  in  debate  were  sutiicient 
to  have  secured  him  offices  of  Cabinet  rank,  e\en  had  thev  not 
l)een  combined  with  an  extraordinary  political  foresight,  amount- 
ing to  a  special  talent,  by  which  he  was  able  to  ])erceive,  almost 
by  intuition,  uliad  were  the  exact  chances  of  partv  warfare. 

This  coml)ination  of  tpialities  enabled  Hem-v  ])undas,  the 
yoiniger  son  of  a  house  wliich  had  already  for  a  long  time 
enjoyed  great  })olitical  influence,  to  rise  higher  in  the  service  of 
the  State  than  any  of  his  family  liad  tlone  before  him.  His 
death  made  a  great  blank,  not  only  on  account  of  the  ex])eri- 
ence  and  knowledge  of  affairs  which  ])assed  away,  when  he  was 
laid  in  the  grave;  but  because,  whatever  his  faults  may  have 
been,  he  had  always  proved  himself  a  staunch  friend  and  a 
reliable  kinsman.  In  his  own  home  at  Melville,  or  riding  about 
the  woods  at  Arniston,  he  was  simple-heai'ted  and  kiiulh, 
taking  an  interest  in  country  ])ursuits,  fond  of  meeting  okl 
friends  and  neighbours,  and  displayi n.g  none  of  that  ;u-rogance 
wliich  was  sometimes,  perliaps  not  unnaturally,  attributed  to  a 
man  of  whom  it  has  been  said  that  there  was  a  time  "'  w  hen  the 
streets  of  ]]dinburgh  were  tliought  by  the  inhabitants  almost 
too  vulgar  for  Lord  Melville  to  walk  upon." 

Innnediately  after  the  Arniston  family  had  lost  their  most 
distinguished  mend)er,  a  (juestion  arose  in  deciding  A\hich  his 
advice  would  have  been  invaluable;  for  on  the  death  of 
President  Blair,^  the  Prince  liegent  and  the  ]Ministrv  were 
most  desirous  that  the  Chief  ]Jaron  shoukl  accept  the  IVe- 
sident's  chair.      He  had  lately  been  suffering  from  ill   health, 

'  Supra,  \i.  267. 
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and  \vas  ;i\erse  to  the  ])r()|K)sal.  but  it  was  rc?peati'(!lY  ])ressi.'ii 
ii]K)n  liini.  'V]\v  coi-resjxttulcnc-e  upon  tlic  subject  is  lenutliv.  but 
e))(H!<;))  of  it  is  liLTo  '/wvu  to  explain  tlie  ])earin<;-s  of  the  case. 

(Second)  \'is(()Lnt  Mklmli.e^  Iu  the  Chief  Bahov. 

W I M  ij  L  E  no  X ,  I  f/  July  I S I  I . 

Dear  Chirk  Baron, — "^'oii  \vill  be  surprised  at  receivin;;-  froiii 
me,  so  soon  after  your  peremptory  refusal  of  the  President's  Chair. 
a  repetition  of  that  suggestion  under  circumstances  Avhich  perha},'s 
may  inchne  you  to  dejiart  from  your  resolution.  I  Mill  state  to 
you  as  concisely  as  ]jossible,  but  -without  reserve,  what  has  occurred, 
and  the  ])rfsent  situation  of  affairs  -with  regard  to  that  (piestion. 
It  is  for  voui'  o\Mi  private  information,  indess  you  clioost-  to  show 
it  to  the  Justice-Clerk,-  but  I  shall  comuuniicate  to  Mr.  I'erceval 
your  rejily  to  this  letter,  unless  it  goes  into  »)ther  matters  separate 
from  your  oun  concern  in  tiie  business. 

In  the  course  of  last  -week  the  Prince  Regent  saw  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  stated  to  him  his  own  anxious  wish  that  you  should 
go  to  the  President's  chair,  unless  you  preferred  the  Justiciar}  . 
and  that  Mr.  Adam  ■'  should  succeed  you  as  Chief  Baron.  Xe.\t 
day  Mr.  Adam  came  to  me  and  stated  that  the  Prince  Regent  hail 
made  a  similar  connuunication  to  hi)n.  and  liad  desired  him  to 
wait  \\\w\\  me,  antl  to  intimate  the  desire  of  his  Royal  Highness 
that  I  should  see  him  on  the  sul)ject  next  day.  I  mentioned  imme- 
diately to  Mr.  Adam  that  independently  of  any  other  co)isidcration 
in  this  matter,  it  happoied  that  the  proposal  of  your  going  to  the 
President's  chair  had  very  recently  been  under  your  consitleration, 
and  that  for  the  reasons  which  I  stated  to  him  (as  I  had  also  j)re- 
viouslv  explained  to  Mr.  Perceval)  you  had  ])ositi\ely  refused. 

When   I  waited  upon  the  Prince  Ivcgent  next  day,  he  began 


1  Robert  Duiulas,  second  \'iscounL  Melville,  son  of  Henry,  first  \'iscount, 
and  Elizabeth  Rannie.  Born  1771  ;  President  of  the  Board  of  Control,  1S07, 
with  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet  ;  .Secrctaiy  of  State  for  Ireland,  1S09  ;  I'rivy  .^e.U  fur 
Scotland,  iSil.  He  subsequently  held  various  offices,  includiuL;  th.-it  ot  Kirsi 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  until  1S30,  when  he  retired  into  private  life.      I)ieii  1S51. 

-  The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Hope,  afterwards  Lord  President. 

3  The  Right  Hon.  William  Adam  of  Blairadam.  Born  1751.  He  became 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1774,  and  held  office  under  Lord  North, 
in  defence  of  whose  policy  he  fought  a  duel  with  Mr.  Fox  in  1780.  He  was 
afterwards  Attorney-General  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  In  1S16  he  was  appointed 
Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Jury  Court  in  Scotland,  and,  having  prosperetl  under 
every  ministry  during  fifty  years,  died  in  1S19.  His  wife  was  the  Hon.  Eleanor, 
daughter  of  the  tenth  Lord  Elphinitone. 
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by  adverting-  to  all  tliat  had  occuiTcd  t'ov  souk-  years  in  regard  to 
iny  father.  He  also  ren\iiided  me  of  v.hat  had  jia^srd  between  us 
on  a  former  chiy  on  the  subjeel  of  the  P';i\'y  Seal,  and  of  Lady 
Melville,!  on  which  latter  j)oiut  he  eertairdy  had  gone  nuieh 
beyond  anything  I  had  in  eontenij)latioiv,  especially  in  the  mode 
of  doing  it,  which  I  could  not  conscientiously,  as  one  of  his  si  i\  ants, 
approve,  xi/..,  a  message  from  liimsclf  to  the  two  Houses  of  Tailia- 
luent.  He  also  adverted  to  my  father's  intimacy  with  the  late 
President  Blair  and  their  inutiinl  friendshi}),  and  his  own  earnest 
desire  to  confer  an  adequate  mark  of  his  own  and  of  public  esteem 
for  Mr.  Blair's  character  by  ])r(tvidiiig  adetpiately  for  his  family. 
He  then  mentioned  my  I'ather's  ;uid  my  intimacy  with  Adam,  a)ul 
the  zealous  and  able  ))rofessional  assistance  which  the  latter  had 
afforded  on  the  imj)caehmcnt.  and  how  gratifying  on  that  point  of 
view  any  mark  of  fa\c)ur  conferred  upon  Adam  would  probably  be 
at  the  present  moment. 

His  Royal  Highness  next  explained  the  nature  of  his  own  con- 
nection with  Adam,  and  the  obligations  he  felt  himself  under  to 
him,  both  on  his  own  and  the  Duke  of  >'ork's  account,  ar.d  the 
unju.st  obloquy  to  v.hich  Adam  had  been  exposed  in  the  clamour 
against  the  Duke  (of  York),  and  he  exj)ressed  his  strong  and 
anxious  wish  that  Adam  should  be  appointed  to  the  Chief  Baron's 
chair  in  Scotland,  by  your  accejiling  the  othe-r  situation.  He  con- 
cluded by  stating  his  belief  that  if  the  arrangeiritnt  took  place  it 
would  enable  Adam,  from  his  good  sense  and  principles,  to  put 
down  or  at  least  keep  in  order  a  j)arcel  of  shallow-pated  re\  iewing 
Reformers  at  Edinburgh,  who  were  meddling  in  matters  which 
they  did  not  understand,  but  who  were  doing  much  mischief. 

1  stated  to  his  Royal  Highness  what  had  ])asse(l  lately  with 
you  on  the  subject  of  your  removal  to  the  Court  of  Session,  and 
my  apprehension  that  the  same  reasons  would  still  operate  to  j)re- 
vcnt  your  agreeing  to  it  now.  But  he  desired  positively  that  it 
should  be  again  put  to  _\ou,  and  that  his  strong  and  anxious  wish 
sliould  be  conveyed  to  you  ;  a  duty  which  I  have  accordingly  dis- 
charged by  repeating  to  you,  in  farther  proof  of  his  earnestness  on 
the  subject,  the  gr(ninds  on  which  he  ])laced  it.  I  need  scarcely 
add  that  the  whole  \s  as  conveyed  in  the  most  gracious  manner  to 
myself,  and  with  every  expression  that  could  be  gratifying,  and  I 
will  oidy  mention  farther  that  the  Chancellor  gave  the  same 
report  of  the  Prince's  earnestness  and  anxiety  on  the  sul)ject. 


1  Lady  Jane  Hope,  wiilcnv  of  the  first  Lortl  Melville,  subsequently  married 
to  Mr.  T.'  VVallace,  created  IJaron  Wallace. 
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1  need  scarcely  add.  that  we  (the  Ministry)  are  strongly 
im])ressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  most  beneficial  as  well  as 
satisfactory  ^.ppointnicnt  to  the  President's  cliair  will  be  by  your 
accejitaree  of  it.— Yours  sincerely,  Mklmm.e. 

Tlie  above  letter  was  Ibllowed  on  tlie  i;3th  of  July  by  a 
formal  offer  of  the  Tresident's  chair,  throuuli  Mv.  Ixyder,  Home 
Secretary,  by  connnand  of  the  Prince  jlegent.  which  was  de- 
clined, on  the  score  of  ill  healih.  l^ut  as  an  inmiediate  decision 
was  not  ])ressed  for,  the  matter  was  allowed  to  staiul  over  for 
maturer  consideration,  liesides  the  oTounds  of  aiivanta<2;e  to 
the  public  fi-om  the  rresidenfs  chair  being  iilled  by  a  man  of 
the  Chief  Rinnfs  long  experience  and  knowledge  of  j)ublic 
b,usine.-s.  Lou!  ^.lelville  urged  upon  him  the  advantages  arising 
from  the  ap])ointment  both  to  bis  })arty  and  ])olitical  adherents 
in  Scotland,  and  to  his  own  family. 

On  tile  1st  of  August  lie  wrote: — 

'■'I  have  nothing  more  to  say  on  the  subject  of  your  reirioval 
to  the  Court  of  Session,  except  that  independently  of  any  private 
or  personal  considerations.  I  am  n\ueh  mistaken  if  you  are  not 
throwing  away  a  piif>/ic  card  in  Scotland  which  will  not  be  re- 
covered during  your  life  or  mine." 

Again  he  wrote  : — 

WiMiii.EDON,  .-Z//^;'-.  II,  1811. 

You  are  very  much  mistaken  if  you  suppose  that  I  have  had  in 

contemplation  only  the  public  reasons  to  which  I  formerly  alluded, 

and  I  rather  think  that  I  adverted  expressly  and  distinctly  also  to 

considerations  of  a  private  or  personal  nature.      }  oi/r  o/ni  cldcsl  son 

irill   be  the  ^rale.sl  suli'erer  bi/  /juiir  refusal,  and  to  an  extent  which 

vor  will    never  be  able  to  replace  to  him,  and   I    promise  you  that 

even  i/ou  will  admit  that  proposition  before  you  quit  Borouulibridne 

(where  Lord   Melville  and  the  Chief  Baron  were  to  meet).      It   is 

quite   reasonable   tliat    under   any  circumstances   neithei-   you    nor 

vour  family  should   be  the  sufferers,  and  nobody  ever  dreamt  ot 

such  a  proposition,  but   directly  the   reverse.      But,  h.oWLVcr,  (jucm 

Deus  cult  perderc,  etc.  etc.      I   shall   at   least    have   done   my  duty 

both    to  the   public  and   to  yourself,  and  shall  not  be  responsible 

for  the  consequences. 

On  tlie  1-lth  of  August  the  Prince  Regent  wrote  to  Lord 
Melville  again,  expressing   his   "  most  anxious  wishes   tor   the 
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acromplislinient  of  tlii.^  ai-rani>i.Miiei\t  wliicli  lias  been  jn^ojiosecl  to 
the  Lord  Cliief  ]]aron  of  Scotland:  an  aiTangenient  so  ini])ortan! 
to  the  judicature  of  Scotland^  ahout  which  my  anxiety  is  such 
that  I  have  thought  it  right  to  \vviic  you  with  niv  own  hand." 

If  the  matter  had  been  left  in  Lord  Melville's  calm  ami 
judicious  hands,  the  Chief  liaron  would  apparently  have  con- 
sented "  to  obey  the  commamis  and  gratify  the  wish  of  his 
IVince.""'  But  unfortunatelv  his  brother  William^  seems  to  have 
taken  i^  in  hand,  aud  not  salished  with  the  intimation  of  tlic 
intentions  of  mini-ters,  as  expressed  in  Lord  ^Mehille's  letter  of 
the  11th  of  August,  w  rote  to  Mr.  Perceval  to  know  "  if  he  had 
any  objecticm  to  the  })ro)iosilion  being  submitted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  H.R.H.  to  give  the  Chief  Baron  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Lords,"  an  injudicious  step  which  ])rochiced  a  lengthy 
refusal  from  'Sir.  rerceval. 

•  There  is  no  doubt  that  as  Lord  ]\Ielville  was  a  Cabinet 
Minister,  and  in  direct  connnunication  with  the  Prince  Regent 
himself,  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  August  should  have  been  con- 
sidered a  suflicient  intimation  of  what  ]\Iinisters  intended  to 
do,  in  the  event  of  the  ("hief  Baron's  meeting  the  wishes  of  the 
Prince  ]\egent.  But  ^^'illialn  Dundas's  letter,  by  seeking  to 
tie  them  down  In'  an  express  stipulation,  was  in  reality  ]>lacing 
the  IVime  ^Minister  in  a  })Osition  in  v.hich  no  one  holding  the 
post  coidd  submit  to  be  j)laced.  It  is  curious  Iiom-  an  able  man 
like  William  Dundas,  after  a  long  ]iarliamentarv  and  otlicial 
life,  could  have  been  guilty  of  so  great  an  indiscretion.  How- 
ever, his  letter  and  Mr.  I'ercevaFs  reply  drew  forth  a  per- 
em})torv  refusal  from  the  Chief  Baron  to  listen  to  anything 
farther,  and  the  negotiations  for  meeting  the  Prince  Regent's 
wishes  cone  to  an  end. 

One  of  the  arguments  which  Lord  IMelville  used,  when  try- 
ing to  induce  the  Chief  Baron  to  become  l^oi'd  President,  \\as 
that  tlie  family  influence  would  be  rendered  more  complete  if 
he  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  administration  of  the  law  in 

^  Right  Hon.  \ViIliam  Dundas,  third  son  of  the  second  President  Dundas. 
by  his  second  wife,  Miss  Jean  Grant.  Born  1762.  A  Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Control,  1797  ;  Secretary  at  War,  from  1S04  to  1S06  ;  a  Lorl  of  the 
Admiralty  1812  to  1814  ;  appointed  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland  in  1S21. 
Died  1S45.  His  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  James  Stuart  Wortley 
Mackenzie  (second  son  of  Tohn,  third  Earl  of  Bute),  and  sister  of  James,  first 
Lord  \\Tiarncliffe. 
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Scollaiul.  Alfliouiili  Midlolliian  A\as  no  longer  re[)ro>-(.'nk'(l 
In"  a  iiicnilxji-  of  the  Avnistoii  t'a.niilv,  tliere  was  still  a  'l\iiv 
majoritv.  Sir  Geovgc  Clerk  of  IVniciiik,  who  had  siiceeeckil 
J?obe)l  Duiulas  of  Mehille.  wlien  tlie  latter  heeaine  a  peer  on 
the  deatli  of  his  fa.tlier,  givos  the  following  estimati^  of  the 
political  state  of  the  eounlv,  in  a  letter  to  the  Chief  Baron, 
dated  the  i>Gth  of  March  18i5>:— 

For  Sir  Cu-orp-e  Clerk  (Ton/),  .  .  51 

For  Sir  John  Dahunple  (il'fiig),      .  38 

Absentees, 20 

Douhtfu].         ...  .  .  17 

12() 

Lord  ^Melville  held  the  oflice  of  President  of  the  Board  of 
Control  in  ]\[r.  Perceval's  (TO^  ernnient,  and  was  the  coniitlential 
adviser  of  ^Ministers  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  as  his 
father  had  been  befoi'e  him.  The  assassination  of  ^Mr.  Perceval, 
in  I\Iav  181'^,  led  to  a  niinislerial  crisis,  after  which  Lord 
Liverpool  becjinie  I'riine  ^Minister;  and  in  the  new  administra- 
tion Lord  ^Melville  was  ap[)ointed  First  Lortl  of  the  Admiralty, 
the  centre  of  Seottish  patronage  being  at  once  transfei^red  from 
the  Board  of  Control  to  the  Admiralty. 

In  writing  to  her  son  Ifenrv,^  ]\irs.  Dinidas  thus  alludes  to 
]\L-.  PercevaFs  death  : — *•  Your  father  and  I  have  been  thrown 
into  the  greatest  affliction  l)v  this  unexampled  and  atrocious 
murder  of  Mr.  Perceval.  It  is  dreadful  for  the  jioor  man's 
it^niilv,  and  dreadful  for  the  country,  and  they  will  find  it  a 
most  difhcult,  if  not  an  im})ossible  task  to  fill  his  situation  with 
as  able,  and  above  all.  \\itli  as  good  a  man.  It  certainly  seems 
as  a  punishment  for  our  sins  that  it  pleases  heaven  to  dei)rive 
us  at  such  a  moment  of  his  serviees.  Next  to  his  own  innne- 
diate  family,  1  know  none  more  to  be  pitieil  for  his  lo.>s  than 
Lord  ^Melville,  as  he  had  alwavs  the  greatest  regard  for  him. 
Your  father  is  dreadfully  shoeked  bv  'Sir.  IVrcevaTs  death." 

The  following  letter  from  the  Due  de  Gramont  to  Mrs. 
Dundas  was  written  at  the  close  of  Xoveud)er  18L'5,  a  few 
weeks  after  the  decisive  battle  of  Leipzig  and  the  surrender  of 
Dresden  with  its  garrison  of  40,000  French  troo})s.     The  power 

^  A  boy  at  the  Xa\al  College,  Portsmouth. 
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of  Jkioiiaj:)arte  seemed  to  i)e  triiiuhlii)^'  to  })ieees,  and  the  dawn 
of  ]ia])i)jer  times  to  l)e  rising-  upon  tlie  lonii;  o])j)ressed  Freiuh 
royalist-.: — 

Tut:  Dec  de  Gramom  lo  Mn>.  Dundas. 

Hartwf.li,  lIousF,,  i)  29  yV(7:V'V//;;-t-  1813. 

Le  Due  de  Graniuut  a  I'honneur  de  presenter  ses  respects  a 
Madame  Dundas  et  les  remerciements  du  roi  pour  la  boile  de 
grouses  cpi'elle  lui  a  envoiee  ;  elle  a  etc  reeue  hier ;  o)i  en  a  servi 
deux  sur  la  table  du  roi  qui  les  :\  Inane  exeellentes,  et  meillcures 
qu'il  n'en  avait  encore  niaii<;'ees.  Le  roi  desire  que  Madame 
])undas  fasse  j)ar\  enir  au  Lord  C'hiet  Piaron  ses  remerciements  de 
son  aimable  attention. 

Le  Due  de  (iramont  remercie  Madame  Dunda.s  de  la  part 
qu'elle  veut  bien  prendre  aux  esperances  cpie  cette-  continuite  de 
boiiues  nouvelles  pent  nous  })ermetlre  ;  nous  n'avons  cependant 
nous  y  trop  livrer.  11  taut  eepentlant  es])erer  que  le  eiel  cessera 
de  nous  persecuter,  et  cjue  la  bonne  cause  tinira  ])ar  triompher. 

Le  Due  de  Gramont  a  I'honneur  de  renouveler  a  Madame 
Dundas  Tassurance  de  ses  sentiments  resj)ectueux. 

Due  OE  riAiuoeuT  to  CiiiKF  Baron  Dlndas. 

Due  de  LLn-court  jn-esents  his  respects  to  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron,  and  returns  his  most  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the 
polite  note  he  has  been  favoured  with.  Nothing  can  be  of  a  more 
favourable  omen  for  tlie  cause  of  the  Bourbons  than  to  see  it  sup- 
ported and  hailed  by  the  first  magistrate  of  a  country,  to  which 
the  French  princes  are  so  much  indebted  for  its  noble  and  kind 
hospitality. 

lVed>:csa'aj  Evening,  6  Aj'ril  1S14. 

Due  de  Harcourt  begs  to  be  respectfully  i-emembered  to 
Mrs.  Dundas. 

The  correspondence  closes  w  ith  a  few  lines  from  the  Chief 
Baron,  dated  Butli,  April  lltli,  to  the  Due  de  Gnunont  for 
transmission  to  the  King  of  rranee,  hoping  that  his  ^Majesty 
niav  long  continue  to  reign  over  a  brave  and  loval  people,  and 
that  tlie  })rosperity  of  his  Majesty's  future  life  may  in  some 
degree  eoni}jensate  for  the  unmerited  and  severe  calamities  sus- 
tained, through  so  many  years  of  adversity,  with  a  magnanimity 
worthy  of  his  illustrious  name. 
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On  loaviiio-  Scotland  the'  C'oiiite  (r^\]'tois  sent  to  tlu'  Cliii-i' 
JJaron  his  |)ortrait,  to  be  adiled  to  the  ])ictures  nt  Anii^toii,  in 
reeolk'i'tion  of  tlie  attL-niions  lie  had  reeeived  while  li\iiin-  at 
Holyro((d,  and  also  a  l)aeki;annnon  box,  probably  as  a  sou\\iiir 
of  various  sanies  with  the  Chief  Baron. 

The  termination  of  the  war  against  L'ranee,  in  IS]."),  onee 
more  opened  nj)  the  eontinenl  of  I'iUrope  to  travellers;  aiid  it 
was  with  feeliuu's  of  curiosity  and  pritle  that  l']ngiishnieii  and 
Scotsmen  visitetl  the  scenes  of  the  memoi'able  struggle  against 
Napoleon. 

Mu.  RoiiKHT  IIaldank  1  to  the  Chief  Baron. 

DUXKELD,  14//;  Scf:.  !Sl6.  ' 
jMv  Lord, — I  lately  woit  to  visit  the  titld  of  Watcr'oi),  and 
in  the  true  s])!vit  of  a  pil^■i•inl,  wislied  to  carry  away  with  mv  some 
relics  from  tliat  intcrestinii'  s])ot.  The  things  which  are  sold  by 
the  inhabitants  as  memorials  of  the  battle  caimot  be  (lejx'ndcd 
upon  as  genuine.  I  therefore  resolved  to  purchase  nothing  which 
might  have  been  fabricated  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  u])on 
credulous  travellers,  but  cut  for  myself  staves  from  the  garden  ol 
Hugomont,  and  from  the  edge  of  the  wood  of  Bossy,  at  Quatre 
Bras,  where  so  many  of  our  gallant  countrymen  fell.  I  Avas  loath 
to  lay  ])rofane  hands  upon  so  interesting  and  veneral>le  an  object  as 
Lord  Welliniiton's  tree,  which  had  been  splintered  by  shot  on  the 
day  of  action,  and  since  sadly  mutilated  by  the  knives  of  merciless 
travellers,  j^ut,  observing  some  scraggy  branches  near  tlie  top 
almost  broken  off,  I  made  Lacorte's  son  climl)  up  and  bring  them  to 
me.  I  wrap]ied  up  all  the  sticks,  sewed  cai'efully  in  a  cloth,  and 
they  formed  a  parcel  so  singular  in  appearance,  as  to  excite  nnieli 
astonishment  wherever  1  went,  particularly  amongst  the  cu^tnni- 
house  oliicers,  -who  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  them.  Liitle  <is 
this  package  wa';  thought  of  by  others,  I  put  much  more  value 
upon  it  than  all  my  luggage  besides,  and  was  always  nuieli  more 
afraid  of  losing  it  than  my  portmanteau.  I  left  the  staves  in 
Edin'^  to  get  them  dressed  and  made  straight,  and  ga\e  the  cl!;rrge 
of  them  to  Dr.  Grant,  with  proper  injunctions  to  secure  their 
identity.  He  writes  me  that  they  are  now  ready,  and  I  h:n  e  re- 
quested him  to  carry  the  handsomest-looking  one  to  your  1-ord- 
ship's  house  in  George  Scjuare,  and  you  will  gratify  me  highly  l)y 

'  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  and  subseiiiiently 
Principal  of  St.  Mary's  College  there.     Mod.erator  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1827. 
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acce])tin<;-  of  it.  Had  1  not  bocn  undt-r  the  necessity  »>f  cuniinu 
direct!}-  north  to  look  after  some  little  affairs  here,  it  was  my 
intention  to  luive  done  myself  the  honour  of  -waiting;  u})on  your 
Lordship  at  Arniston,  to  liave  i>iven  vou  some  account  of  my 
excursion,  and  to  have  chlivered  this  Waterloo  troj)hy  into  your 
own  hands.  1  am  not  sure  that  1  have  fixed  upon  that  sort  of 
present  wiiich  your  Lordshij)  may  value  most  highly,  or  deem  the 
most  a})propriate  that  could  have  been  thought  of.  But  of  thi.s  I 
am  certain,  that  I  could  not  offer  any  memorial  of  the  battle  of 
Waterloo  to  one  in  the  kingdom  who  felt  )nore  unmingled  joy 
than  you  did  at  the  glorious  issue  of  that  tremendous  cojitiict,  or 
Avlio  was  more  truly  proud  t)f  the  matchless  feats  which  our 
heroes,  and  especially  our  Scollisl!  Itvrocs.  there  achieved. 

From  the  numerous  and  accurate  descri})tions  which  have  been 
pulilished,  every  person  may  form  a  very  good  idea  of  the  ground 
on  which  the  battle  was  fought,  but  it  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
feelings  which  a  person  experiences  when  for  the  first  time  (having 
advanced  a  little  way  in  front  of  the  farm  of  Mont  St.  Jean,  to  the 
edge  of  the  ridge),  the  whole  field  of  battle  bursts  upon  his  view, 
and  he  feels  himself  standing  on  the  ground  where  lattly  the  fate 
of  the  world  was  decided.   .   .    .   Yours  truly, 

lioii.  Haldane. 

In  the  summer  of  181 T  the  ill  health  of  the  Chief  l^aron 
was  a  cause  of  grave  anxiety  to  his  family.  And  with  the 
hope  of  regaining-  some  measure  of  strengtli,  he  was  induced  to 
make  a  tour  ujkmi  tlie  Continent,  and  try  the  effects  of  a 
better  climate  than  that  of  home.  He  was  accompanied  bv 
two  intimate  friends,  Sir  William  liae  ^  and  Dr.  Haldane  of  St. 
Andrews,  by  liis  brotlier  General  Francis  Dundas,  and  by  his 
eldest  son  Robert,  then  a  youtli  of  twenty  years  of  age. 

The  lighthouse  vaclit  was  placed  at  his  disposal  to  take  liini 
across  to  Hollantl,  and  on  Friday,  the  S-jth  of  July,  the  party 
embarked  on  board  the  cutter  in  Feith  lloads,  where  she  lay 
in  readiness  to  receive  them.  Sail  was  at  once  made,  and  the 
vessel  ran  d(nvn  the  Firth  before  a  fair  wind,  and  soon  got  out 
to  sea.  During  the  vovage,  when  adverse  winds  prevailed, 
against  v,  hich  little  progress  could  l)e  made,  their  presence  was 
taken  ad\antage  of  for  visiting  places  of  interest  along  tlie 
coast ;  instead  of  beating  all  day  against  a  head  wind.     In  tliat 

^  Appointed  Lord  Advocate  in  1S19. 
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v.-av  PIolv  Island,  IJainborough,  Scarborouo-li,  mul  otliLr  places 
were  visited,  -'^nd  \i  was  not  until  Thursday  the  31  st,  that  the 
cutter  came  toanclior  olFthe  liarbour  of  Ilelvoetshiys. 

After  a  ui^'lit's  rest,  I  lie  party  started  next  day  in  two 
coaches  for  the  Jh'ille,  where  for  the  first  time  they  saw  a 
Dutch  town  in  ])erfecti(>n,  with  canals,  sti'eets,  and  trees  inter- 
spersed. The  same  afternoon  they  embarked  on  boanl  a 
fichuijt  foi-  llotterdam,  and  w  ind  and  title  bein«;  with  tliem.  hat! 
a  pleasant  run  of  thive  hours  up  the  noble  river  to  Rotterdam. 

From  Rotterdam  the  ttjur  of  the  chief  Dutch  to^\  ns  was 
made,  always  travellino-,  and  with  much  pleasure,  by  canal. 

Why  Holland  had  been  selected  for  the  Chief  Baron's  firsl 
tour  abroad,  the  journal  does  not  say.  Probably  the  old 
educational  connection  between  Scotland  and  the  Dutch 
universities  had  to  do  with  it.''  His  father  and  his  g-randfather 
had  been  educated  in  Hollaiul,  and  he  had  been  brought  up 
in  a  hou>^e  wheie  the  library  shelves  were  stored  with  Dutch 
editions  of  the  classics  wliich  they  had  collected  ;  and  a])art 
from  the  other  sights  of  Holland  which  would  strike  any 
stranger,  he  regarded  the  University  towns  with  peculiar  in- 
terest. For  instance,  on  arriving  at  Deyden,  he  goes  straight 
to  the  chief  bookseller's  shoj:),  where  he  sees  many  editions  of 
the  classics  for  sale,  and  on  his  walk  througli  the  town,  student 
life  appears  through  the  notice  in  Latin  on  the  walls  of  tlie 
houses,  Cuh'iada  locandn.  It  was  vacation-time  at  the  Tni- 
versity,  but  Dr.  Haldane  purchased  a  co})y  of  the  rro>})ectus 
of  Lectures  about  to  be  delivered,  with  the  days  ami  hours, 
all  in  Latin.  They  visited  the  Museum,  College  Hall,  and 
Library,  where  the  librarian  wontlered  at  the  Chief  Haron's 
repeating  part  of  the  rroeniium  of  Justinian's  Institutes,  and 
said  he  nuist  be  an  adept  in  civil  law. 

At  Haarlem,  besides  the  great  organ,  the  Chief  Baron"s 
affections  were  di\idetl  between  the  copy  of  Coster's  Sp.-ruhnii 
Christiana'  Salvationist  printed  in  1440,  and  a  collect  ion  of 
tidip  and  Hyacinth  roots,  "all  very  high  priced,"  which  he 
bought  for  the  garden  at  Arniston. 

In  An)sterdam,  the  hotels  in  1817  bore  the  same  character 
for   Idjih  charo-es  they  still  maintain,  tlie   bill  at  the   Doelen 


On  this  subject,  see  Dr.  Carlyle's  Autobiography,  Chapter  IV. 
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beiri<^- ])ron()iincccl  "enornimis  and  pxtrjnauraiit."''  l^csides  tin.- 
ordinarv  sights  of  the  town,  tlie  Chief  Jiaroii's  couutr\-  gentle- 
mau''s  iu.^tiiict  led  him  to  visit  tlte  prison,  a  thing  wliicli  few 
travellers  at  tliat  day  \\(»uld  ha^e  done;  and  he  seems  to  have 
been  much  struck  witli  its  ])ad  management. 

The  ])artv  left  Amsterdam  by  canal  as  usual,  tlie  bo;it 
coming  under  the  windows  of  the  iiolel  to  take  them  and  their 
luggage  on  board.  ''  AVe  dined,"'  says  the  joui'nal,  "  at  Slosten- 
dam,  a  nice  country  inn  on  the  side  of  the  canal,  and  thence 
passed  through  a  succession  of  gardens,  villas,  and  trees;  most 
enchanting ;  the  families  were  all  in  their  summer  pavilions  ou 
the  bank  of  the  canal,  drinking  their  coffee,  and  we  bowed  to 
each  otlier  as  we  passed.  Let  not  the  Dutch  taste  be  ignorantly 
xililieii  and  des])ised,  as  it  is  bv  fools  amonii'  us  at  home.  In 
such  a  country  it  is  undoubtedly  not  only  tlie  best,  Init  the 
only  jiossible  style  oi'  ornanient;d  gardening.  Also  let  no  one 
think  of  travelling  in  Holland  in  sunnner  or  in  fine  weather  in 
any  other  way  tluui  l)y  water,  the  beauties  of  the  country  can  be 
seen  in  no  other  way."  After  sailing  or  tracking  through  shrul)- 
beries  and  jileasure  grounds,  on  a  beautiful  evening  the  party 
reached  Utrecht  after  chisk.  The  gates  were  shut,  but  a  triHe 
opened  them,  and  they  tracked  along  the  canal  to  the  landing- 
])lace,  close  to  the  hotel  where  beds  had  been  secured  for  them. 

At  Utrecht,  the  pleasant  tracking  along  canals,  through 
shrubberies  and  pleasure  grounds,  cjune  to  an  end,  and  the 
journey  to  ]{otterdam,  through  Gouda,  ^\  as  ])erfornied  by  road. 

At  llotterdam.  General  Dundas  and  Sir  AVilliam  Kae 
([uitted  the  ])arty,  and  eml)arked  at  the  Brille  on  their  return 
to  Scotland,  wliile  the  others,  in  a  barouclie  -with  three  horses, 
started  with  the  intention  of  making  their  way  to  Ik^-lin.  But 
at  Gorcuui  the  Chief  Baron  became  so  unwell  that  the  journey 
to  lierlin  had  to  be  given  up. 

Tlie  ])arty,  now  reduced  to  the  Chief  liiron,  his  son,  ami 
Dr.  Ilaldane,  travelled  leisurely,  halting  at  Antwerp,  Ghent, 
and  other  places  of  interest,  and  ari-iving  at  Brussels  at  the 
eud  of  August. 

They  found  Brussels  so  full  of  strangers,  that  they  had 
some  dilHculty  in  finding  aj^artments — crowds  of  Knglish,  and 
visitors  from  all  pai'ts  of  l^urope.  On  the  morning  after  his 
arrival,  tlie  Chief  Baron  notes  that  he  met  Cambaceres.  Sieves, 
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rtiul  David  ualkini;-  t<»u\'tli(.-r,  the  first  being  tlie  most  abomin- 
able-looking nitlian  lie  hati  e\or  set  eves  on. 

After  a  short  lialt  at  Brussels,  the  party  went  on  to 
Waterloo,  to  which  a  long  visit  was  ])ai(l.  At  this  distance  of 
time  a  living  visit  on  a  fine  summer  day  is  usually  all  that  is 
devoted  by  the  traveller  to  his  excursion  to  Waterloo.  But  a 
visit  to  the  field,  coming  so  soon  after  the  great  ])attle  itself, 
by  people  wlio  were  dee])lv  sensil)le  of  the  relief  the  ovcrtluow 
of  Buonajiarte  liad  given  to  their  country,  and  who  felt  the 
blessing  of  the  cessation  of  the  struggle  for  existence  in  which 
it  had  been  so  long  engaged,  together  with  sorrosv  for  the 
death  of  friends,  yet  fresh,  made  a  visit  to  the  field  of  AVaterloo 
a  sid/ject  of  the  deepest  interest. 

It  will  not  be  surprising,  tlierefore,  that  the  Chief  ]3aron 
spent  the  afternoon  of  the  chiy  of  his  arrival  at  "Waterloo,  the 
wliole  of  the  next  day,  and  half  of  the  following  day,  in 
tracing  the  course  of  the  struggle,  upon  the  ground,  and  that 
tlie  rcH'ord  of  the  impressions  made  upon  him  occupies  a  large 
space  in  his  journal. 

The  tN'.o  nights  of  their  stay  near  the  battle-field  were  s])ent 
at  the  little  inn,  the  lloi  d'Espagnc,  at  Gemappes,  whose  land- 
lord was  a  farmer,  and  tlie  imi  the  farm-house  and  offices.  At  the 
time  of  the  battle  the  llin  d'Kspagne  underwent  ra])id  changes  of 
occu}>ants.  On  the  IGth  of  June  the  Duke  of  AVellington  sle])t 
in  it,  on  the  ITth,  Jerome  Buona})arte,  and  on  the  18th,  at  ten  at 
night,  arrived  the  vetenin  lihicher,  and  took  up  his  quarters  in 
it.  He  supped  and  then  smoked  his  pipe  until  two  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  he  went  to  bed,  lie  lose  late,  not  until  after  ten  next 
morning,  and  innnediatcly  marched  with  the  Prussian  army. 

After  the  visit  to  "Waterloo  tlie  travellers  continued  their 
journev  to  Spa,  which,  like  lirussels,  was  full  of  English  visitors, 
all  enjoving  the  opening  u])  of  the  Continent,  from  whicli  war 
had  .so  long  excludetl  them. 

After  a  fortnight  at  S})a  spent  among  the  many  friends  he 
met  tlK?re,  tlie  Chief  Baron,  ins  son,  and  Dr.  Ilaldane,  travelled 
on  to  Frankfort,  and  thence  to  Mayence,  descending  the  Jlhine 
in  a  ])oat,  a  vovage  to  wliicli  a  wor*.!  or  two  may  be  given. 

The  Journal  says  : — 

'' Mai/ciur,  Si-j)f.  '2H. — Hired  a  boat  with  two  boatmen  to 
carry  us  dow  n  the  llhine  to  Cologne  for  five  louis-d'or. 


288  AUNISTOX   MEMOIRS.  [rSiy. 

'■''Sept.  '29. — AVcatluT  line.  Sailed  in  our  canoe  from  below 
the  bridge,  a.nd  had  a  delightful  dav  gliding  down  the  >trcaui 
of  this  n(jl)k"  rixxr.  ])eK)\v  ])ingen  we  })assed  one  of  the  fall> 
of  tlie  ]lin'ne  ;  the  cuiTunt  is  strong  and  rapid,  ami  from  the 
rocky  hottom  of  its  hed  causes  a  strong  and  tinnultuous  >tream 
like  a  nn'll-race.  ^\''e  jiasscd  this,  and  se\  eral  smaller  falls  lower 
down  wilii  great  rapidity,  but  no  danger,  our  boatmen  always 
kee))ing  near  the  shore,  aiul  out  of  the  surge  of  the  I'ixer.  We 
landed  at  Caul),  thirty  miles  from  ^layence,  six  hours  sail,  and 
sle])t  tlitre.  Several  lihine  vessels  going  upstream  })a-sed  us 
to-day  ;  one  towed  by  thirteen  horses  arri\ed  this  c\eriing  and 
mooi'cd  muler  our  ■windows. 

^  Sc-j}t.  oO. — Cold  wind  and  hca\y  r.iin  which  lastetl  all  the 
way  to  C'oblentz.  JJelow  St.  Cxoar  we  })assed  thi-ough  a  strong- 
fall  of  water,  eddy  ami  wjiirlpool,  dangerous  to  boats  such  as 
we  were  in,  if  not  well  managed.  It  seemed  to  me  to  resemi)le 
the  fidl  of  the  Thames  at  London  Bridge  near  low  water.^ 

'' Cohloiirj,  (hi.  ].— Jiain  falling  so  heavily  that  it  was 
eleven  o'clock  before  we  couhl  embark,  when  it  cleared  a  little, 
and  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage.  At  Andernach  there  was  a 
toll  of  one  franc  to  pay.  The  toll-kee})er"s  ottice  was  shut,  and 
he  was  gone  to  his  dinner.  We  went  to  his  house  a  i'vw  doors 
off  with  the  franc,  but  he  refused  to  take  it,  and  kepit  us  wait- 
ing until  he  opened  his  office  two  hours  later.  The  rain  con- 
tinued to  fall,  Init  that  did  not  jjivvent  our  enjoving  the 
scenerv  from  Andernach  down  to  Lint/,  «here  we  laiuied  for 
the  night.  The  host  of  the  inn,  a  Gernuui,  had  been  seized 
iluring  the  war  by  the  I'rench  as  a  conscript,  and  sent  to  serve 
in  tlieir  army  in  Spain.  .Vt  the  ])eace  he  was  discharged,  ami 
had  returned  to  his  native  village.  He  a.nd  his  wife  were  civil 
})eople,  but  the  fare  at  their  house  was  l)ad  ;  a  })iece  of  stinking 
chevreuil,  a  starved  chicken,  and  two  snipe,  formed  our  dinnei-. 
but  the  bj-ead  was  excellent,  and  the  red  Aar  w  ine  gooil  of  its 
kind. 

'"  Oifohcr  'id. — Left  Lintz  in  the  canoe  this  morning.  The 
\vind   was   strono-  from   the    north,  anil   dead   against    u- ;   we 


^  The  bed  of  the  Rhine  has  lict.-n  greatly  iniiirovfil  >ince  1S17,  by  the  rcmoxal 
of  the  dangerous  rocks  whirli  cau-t-l  tlic  fiiU-.  Oi  course  the  reference  is  to  OKI 
London  IJiiilfje. 
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.>iifl'fre(l  iimc-li  tVoni  cold.  l.;uKk-(l  ;it  ("olo^ne  ;ifter  ;i  six  hours"' 
sail,  where  our  coachuian  had  arri\ed  on  the  preeediua,- eveniiiu', 
and  had  scciu-eil  rooms  i'or  us  at  the  Com"  liH])eriale." 

On  liis  \\ay  from  Colouue  to  Calais  the  Ciiief  liuon  haltel 
A  few  (lavs  at  N'aleiu-iennes,  roimd  wliich  the  IJritish  arniv  of 
oc-cn})ation  was  (}ua)tei-ed,  and  had  the  i^ootl  fortune  to  c-onie 
in  for  a  u'l-and  re\ieu  of  the  ti-oojjs.      He  says: — 

"'Of/'.  15. —  Set  out  at  nine  for  the  ie\  iew.  About  eleven 
reached  Douchv,  where  we  saw  the  ai-niv  drawn  uj)  on  the 
hei<i'ht  l)etueen  that  village  and  Bouchain.  At  haii-]inst  eleven 
the  Duke  a])|)cared  on  the  held,  antl  after  he  had  ridden  up 
and  tlown  the  line,  the  manceuMvs  l)eoan.  A\'e  dro\e  to  the 
knoll  above  Dcuuln.  from  which  we  had.  on  a  fine  dav,  a  fidl 
\\Qw  of  the  most  im])res^i\('  siojit  I  have  ever  witnessed. 
Al)out  thirty  thousand  men  were  on  the  field,  all  in  the  highest 
order,  and  mostly  the  troojis  which  had  fought  at  Waterloo; 
the  .sight  v.as  one  which  it  is  inijiossible  either  to  de-cribe  or  to 
forget . 

'■'■The  Ducliessof  Hichmond  ])resented  me  to  the  Du.chcss  of 
Wellington,  and  I  had  an  invitation  from  tlie  Duke  to  dine 
with  liin!  that  day  at  Cambray,  whicli,  from  the  lateness  ol"  the 
hour  at  which  I  returned  to  \'alenciennes,  it  was  (Hd  of  my 
])Ower  to  accept." 

From  \'alenciennes  the  party  made  tlieir  wav  to  Calais, 
where  Dr.  lialdane  cjuitted  them  to  return  to  Scotland. 

The  Chief  Baron  had  obtained  leaAe  of  absence  to  \\  inter  in 
Italy,  and  it  hail  been  arran^-etl  that  Mis.  Dundas  and  his  two 
tlaughters  should  meet  him  at  Calais  on  the  wav  there.  lie 
hail  written  her  full  directions  about  what  was  wanted  for  the 
journev.  -<ome  of  which  somid  anuisiug  now . 

She  is  UAd  to  bring  as  little  baggage  as  ])ossible  with 
her.  If  she  (.an  do  without  the  lm))erial,  or  half  of  it.  thev 
would  he  enabled  in  the  South  to  keep  the  cai'riaue  open, 
which  woidd  be  a  great  ])leasure  to  them  all.  Clcjthing  of  all 
kinds,  except  linen,  was  to  be  bought  abroad  as  needed.  She 
was  told  to  bring  two  or  thi'ee  large  tea-cups  with  her.  for  in 
Italy  ••they  ha\e  no  caips  larger  than  a  thind)le  ;  the  case  of 
kni\es  and  forks  is  also  most  requisite." 

Armed    with    these     instructions,    Mrs.     Dundas     and     her 

T 
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daii^U,'hters  xwmIc  their  \\a\  io  l)o\xi-,  einbatkeil  in  the  i>a(kcL 
on  one  d:\\  at  noon,  and  after  kn(K'king  ahout  all  ni^iit  oil 
Calais,  o()t  into  the  harbour  on  the  follow  int;-  nioi-nini;-.  She 
ha.d  brought  v,  ilh  her  the  family  coaeh,  a  |)onder()us  vehicle; 
in  addition  to  which  a  caleche  \\as  bou^'ht  at  (  alais,  and  with 
these  conveyances  the  family  be<j,an  the  joui-nev  to  l\ome. 

'J'he  journey  from  Calais  to  Paris  occuj)ied  four  days,  (irn  the 
last  of  which,  from  IJreteuil  to  Paris,  the\  wei'e  in  tlie  can-ia<i,e 
from  half-past  seven  in  the  morning-  to  seven  at  ni<i,ht,  with 
only  a  few  minutes"  lialt  at  a  cook's  shoj)  at  Lesarclies,  w  here 
for  five  francs  thev  had  as  nnich  as  tliev  could  eat. 

After  ri  week  spent  in  Pari.s,  in  si»>;]it-seeini!;,  theatre-<j,<)ing, 
and  visitinii'  frientis,  the  journe\'  was  reconnnenced  t)n  the  .'31st 
of  Octol)er,  when,  o\\  ini'-  to  a  breaktlowii  of  th.e  ca1^che,  ]'!>sonne 
was  t]\e  limit  of  the  iirst  day's  journey.  'J'urin  was  reacht^tl  on 
the  14th  of  XoN'embL'r,  a  fort iii;j,-]it"s  journey  from  Paris,  dexoid 
of  incident  beyond  the  sipiabbles  with  )K)stilioiis  aiul  the 
difl'erenees  with  ))ostmastei-s  as  to  mnnbers  of  horses  to  be 
taken,  matters  of  course  in  j)re-railw-ay  days.  Up  the  steej) 
road  over  the  ]\lont  Cenis,  the  modern  road  in  some  ])laces 
being  oiilv  in  course  of  formation,  the  fann'lv  coacli  was  dragged 
bv  a  team  of  eight  horses,  a  no\el  sight  to  tra\'ellers  whose 
longest  journeys  had  been  from  Scotland  to  Devonshire. 

Southwards  from  Turin,  the  route  followed  was  by  Bologna 
and  the  shores  of  the  .Vdriatic  to  Loretto,  encountering  the 
furious  l)lasts  of  wind  and  rain  frecpiently  met  witli  towai'ds 
the  close  of  autunm  in  Italy.  Swollen  by  the  I'ain  tlie  torrent> 
which  had  to  be  forded  were  coming  down  like  bi'oad  and 
impetuous  ri\eis.  Two  \i>its  were  paitl  to  tlie  Santa  Casa  at 
Loretto,  lately  roblieil  by  the  I'rench  of  its  ancient  treasures, 
even  down  to  the  candlestit'ks  ixHiiured  for  the  cluu-cli  service. 

From  Loretto  the  journey  was  continuetl  to  "lolentin.o  and 
across  the  A])ennines  to  Uome;  and  at  the  mountain  iniis  they 
met  with  very  inditferent  accommodation.  "  On  one  evening," 
the  Journal  narrates,  "we  reached  \'alcimara,  a  most  mi.seiable 
])lace,  but  where  we  hatl  to  halt  for  the  night.  We  got  some 
weak  soup  and  hard  nuitton  for  diimer — the  wine  was  execrable, 
and  thev  had  no  s]iirits  of  any  sort,  no  nulk,  nor  sugai-,  only 
some  inditl'erent  cotl'ee.  There  was  no  firewood  beyond  roots 
of  vines,  and   some  sticks  ])lucked   from  a  dead  fence  near  the 


iSi8.]  WINTER   IX   ITALY.  l'<)I 

inn  tloor.  'Hie  filth  of  the  bouse  \v;is  extreme,  no  <;!;»>>  in 
the  window,  and  this  on  a  cold  frosty  nii!,-1)t,  with  thi'  moun- 
tains facinp,-  us  eo\e)'ed  with  snow,  and  in  my  room  neither  lire 
nor  fire[)lace.  \N'e  retired  to  the  abominable  beds  lonu'inu  tor 
next  dav." 

At  that  late  time  of  year,  tlie  last  days  of  XovendKr.  the 
higher  })arts  of  the  road  weiv  c'o\ered  with  ice  and  beaten 
snow,  sli]))iery  and  ghiNsv,  and  \ei-y  un])lfasant  for  traxellini; 
ii])on.  'i'he  })lain  at  tlie  sunnnit  of  the  mountains  was  dvv\-> 
in  snow,  in  some  ))arts  so  dt-e])  that  the  ])ostilions  had  to  le;ive 
the  road  and  ilrive  over  the  open  liround  ;  in  othe)'s  nearlv  a>- 
high  as  the  windous  of  the  carriage.  Rut  at  last  the  mountain 
was  crossed,  and  in  thi'ee  days  more  the  ])art\'  reached  liome. 
tlie  time  occupied  tJii  the  journey  from  Paris  to  Home,  short 
halts  included,  lia\ing  been  a  few  lUns  ONer  a  month. 

Naples  was  intended  to  be  the  halting-))lace  tor  the  tirst 
half  of  the  winter,  so  after  a  week's  rest  in  Home,  the  party 
were  again  ujion  the  road.  TheN'  sle])t  at  I'eri-acina,  where 
were  abso  their  friends  Colonel  IIerrie>  and  ('a])tain  (Gordon. 
The  two  latter,  instead  of  slee])ing  at  Terracina,  set  oil'  ai)out 
seven  in  the  evening  to  travel  all  night  to  Xa])les.  Soon  after 
leaving  Terracina,  ami  iialf  wav  between  two  piccpiet  gu.ards 
])osted  only  half  a  mile  apart.  Merries  and  (i(ndon  were 
attacked  bv  five  robbers,  who  fired  at  the  carriage,  and  danger- 
ously wounded  the  ])t)stilion,  stripping  the  gentlemen  of  their 
money  ami  watches. 

Xext  morning  the  C'liief  l^aron  antl  his  family  left  Teri-a- 
cina,  and  ou  coming  u])  to  the  place  whei'e  Colonel  Heri-ie-- 
had  been  robbetl,  found  the  woumletl  postilion  still  thei-e.  A 
little  latei-  a  soldier  brought  a  letter  from  the  Colonel  mention- 
ing the  afiair,and  saying  he  had  got  on  to  l-'ondi.  On  arri\ing 
there,  the  Chief  l^aron  found  him,  and  su]>plied  him  with 
money  for  continuini;-  his  journey. 

And  here  the  extracts  from  the  .loui-nal  may  cease.  They 
have  been  made  with  the  object  of  showing -how  a  Scottish 
family  made  its  way  aca-oss  the  Continent  seventy  years  ago. 

lint  the  object  of  the  journev,  the  i-estoration  of  the  Chief 
liaron's  health,  was  unsuccessful.  lie  spent  the  winter  at 
Najiles  and  Home,  returning  homewards  in  the  follow  inu- 
snnnner  through  Switzerland,  a  suffering  inv;did. 
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Karlv  in  the  siiniinei-  of  l!Sl9,  and  not.  lont;-  hctbre  his 
(leatli,  ilu'  Chief  ]5aron  resioncil  liis  ofHcc.  Lord  Sichnouth, 
wlio  was  then  Home  Seeretary,  in  acknowledu'ini;-  the  tvsiuii.i- 
tion,  expressed  liis  regret  tliat  tlie  state  of  Mi'.  l)undas"s  health 
o1)lip;ed  him  to  de])rive  tlie  ])ul)lie  of  his  ser\  iee->. 

After  this  lie  jirew  ra])idly  worse,  uiitiK  on  tlu'  ITtii  of 
June  1819,  he  died  (|iiietly  at  Arniston. 

IJesides  liis  eldest  son,  Uohert.  who  sueeeeded  liim  in  tlie 
family  estate,  he  had  four  children — .\]ine,  marrietl  to  ^\r.  .lohii 
liorthwick  of  Crookston  ;  lleiii-v,  \'iee-Admiral  in  the  N;ivv  ; 
AVilliani  Pitt,  Dejiutv  ("lerk  ]leii;ister  of  Seotiand  ;  and  Joanna, 
wife  of  Mr.  Georf^e  Denijister  of  Skiho. 

'^J'he  ])ersoiial  apjiearanee  of  Chief  liaron  Diinchis  has  been 
already  ileseribed.^  His  portrait,  painted  hv  Jlaeburn  in 
1T95,  bears  out  the  dest-ription.  Mis  statue,  from  the  ehisfl 
of  Cliantrey,  stands  in  the  north-east  eoi'iier  of  the  l^uiiameiit 
Mouse,  almost  under  the  .shatlow  of  that  oi'  his  famous  uuele 
Menrv.  liut  iu  the  statue  there  is  an  expression  of  ])ain.  or, 
at  all  events,  of  weariness,  whieli  his  featu)-es  did  not  wear 
<lurinu-  the  active  period  of  his  li'fe.  "If  Chaiitre\-  e\er  sau 
him,"  savs  Lord  Coekburn,  "  it  must  have  been  when  he  was 
dvin^ii',  a  state  which  lasted  some  vears."'' 

But  about  Chantrey's  havinn'  seen  Chief  Baron  Dunda-. 
there  is  no  doubt,  for  he  visited  him  at  .\rniston,  thounh,  ;is 
l^ord  Cockburn  eorrectlv  states,  it  was  when  he  was  in  failinu 
health. 

Throu<i;hout  his  life,  ajiart  from  politics  and  from  otiicial 
duty,  the  main  subject  of  interest  which  enurossed  tlie  mind 
of  Chief  JJaron  Dundas  was  the  improvement  of  the  faniilv 
estate  and  the  adornment  of  its  pleasure  grounds.  Me 
farmed  largely  himself,  ami.  indej)endentlv  of  the  home  farm, 
frecjuently  had  other  farms  on  hand  whiih  he  impro\etl  and 
remodelled  before  letting  them  to  tenants.  N(>r  were  his 
efforts  for  the  iiujirovemeiit  of  agriculture  confined  to  what 
Avas  doing  on  his  own  estate.  As  a  })ublic  man  he  em])lo\t'd 
the  personal  influence  he  possessed  in  furthering  the  ))laiis 
which  from  time  to  time  were  ])ro]>o>ed  for  the  improvement 
of  the  country.  And  in  particular  it  may  be  noted  that 
Chief  Baron    Dundas  was  one  of  the   original    X'ice-l'resideiits 

'   Supra,  p.  219. 
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of  the  Iliglihiml  and  A<i;riculturul  Society  ;il  its  tbniuition 
in  1784. 

The  lime  (hu'iiig  whicl)  Chief  Jxiron  Duiulas  was  pos- 
sessor of  Arnisloi),  fi-oui  ITcST  t(J  1819,  hapjieiKnl  also  to  ])e 
peculiarly  fa\()iiral)le  for  a^Ticullural  imjiroveinent.  and,  inulei- 
the  stii)iulus  of  war  prices,  tlie  )iroi;ress  of  agi-icuUure  in 
the  Lotliiaiis  was  rapid  bevoiid  eNaiujile.  In  less  than  a 
quarter  of  a  eentiirv  the  f  ice  of  the  countrv  was  so  to  speak 
re)iiodelled,  and  it  l)ocauie  (hilicult  to  i-eco<;-nise  in  the  lar<i,e 
fanus  \\itli  symnietrical  enclosures,  antl  substantial  buildings 
sheltered  by  thrivini;,'  plantations,  the  land  of  treeless  waste  and 
turf-coveretl  hovels.  The  no  less  rapid  march  of  mechanical 
invention  luistened  the  se})aradion  of  manufactures  and  ao-ricul- 
ture,  which  by  the  be<;imiini;;  of  the  nineteenth  century  may  be 
said  to  ha\e  been  com])lete.  "In  riothinu,"  writes  tlie  author 
<)f  the  Surreij  (jf  M'ldluth'iait  in  179;),  "'  is  tliere  a  niore  striking- 
C(»ntrast  than  in  this,  that  everv  article  of  family  maintenance 
which  was  foi-merly  niaintained  at  home  is  now  jnu-chased  in 
the  market  or  in  the  shoj).  Not  only  the  different  articles  of 
clothing,  but  bread,  beer,  and  butchei'"s  meat  are  all  had  from 
the  town."  This  change  of  ci)-cumstances  was  not  confined  to 
the  farmer  and  his  family,  but  extended  to  their  labourers  as 
well,  'I'he  old  farm-house  in  which  master  and  sei'vants  liyed 
together  wms  rejilaced  by  a  dwelling-house,  suit;d)le  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  master  and  his  family  alone,  the  labourei"s 
being  lodged  in  houses  detached  from  the  farm,  and  "  larger. 
better  lighteil,  ami  warmer"  than  the  cottages  of  former  ilays. 
These  new  cottages  were  "'  built  of  good  mason-work  seven  oi- 
eight  feet  high  in  the  walls,  and  neatly  thatched  with  stra\\, 
in  some  cases  with  a  ceiling  and  timber  floor,  a  refinement 
which  in  the  })resent  spiiit  for  convenience  and  embellishment 
is  likely  to  become  general.  In  si/e  these  houses  are  from  1() 
to  18  feet  si[uare,  which  is  found  sullicient  to  hold  the  furniture 
commodiously."" 

The  buiUlings  foi-  the  shelter  and  acconnnodation  of  the 
stock  imderwent  a  similar  cluuige.  'I'he  introtluction  of  green 
cro})  and  sown  gras.scs  into  the  rotation  of  the  fn-m,  and  the 
improvement  in  the  breeiU  of  cattle  and  sheej)  called  \\>r  a 
more  connnoddous  class  of  farm-steading.  Sheds  antl  coui-fs  for 
turnip  feeding  became   indispensai)le,  ami  well-built   barns   for 
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contaiiiiiiii  the  tliivshiii<;-  macliiiK's  now  coiniui;'  into  oxneral  tisL- 
in  tlie  soutli  of  Soollaiul.  The  old  huildiiii^s  of  rouuh  stone, 
tlmteli  eo\ere(l,  anci  ])la>terecl  with  clriy  or  mortar,  were  replaced 
!)V  re^'idar  niason-work,  w  Itli  tile  or  slate  roofing',  the  inij)i-o\e- 
nients  on  the  intei-nal  iittin<.;s  heini;'  on  a  correspondinu- 
scale. 

C'liief  Baron  Dund.is  li\ed  to  see  the  c"oni])Ietion  ol'  one 
iiM'cat  ini])i"o\  enient  upon  liis  estate — the  enelosure  of  the  arahle 
land.  In  the  ('liartei--rooni  at  .Vrniston  there  is  a  beautii'ullv 
executed  map  of  the  jiart  of  ^^lidlothian  lying  l)etween  Dalkeith 
and  Jleriot,  drawn  hy  (ienei-al  Hoy,  and  ])resented  bv  him  to 
I'residcnt  Dundas  sometime  about  the  year  17->o,  on  wliieh  all 
the  enclosures  then  existirig  are  accurately  laid  tlown.  At  that 
time  lioslin  stood  uj)oii  the  edge  of  the  enclosed  land,  and 
although,  owing  to  the  close  succession  of  mansion  houses 
upon  the  \(Mth  Jlsk  from  llovlin  down  to  D.dkeith,  and  with 
])alhousie  and  Xe\\battle  on  the  South  Ksk,  only  a  short 
distance  from  them,  j)arks  and  home  fu'ms  covered  that 
district  with  enclosures,  yet  a  large  extent  of  ground  is  >hown 
as  unenclosed  even  so  low  down  the  coimtrv  as  l.oanheatl  an<i 
Lugton.  Arniston  with  its  ench)sures  stood  like  an  o;isis  in 
the  midst  of  the  high  countrv  desert  of  l)ai'e  unenclosed  land. 

Systematic  lanil  ilrainage  cannot  be  said  to  lune  existed, 
in  Scotland  at  least,  until  the  time  of  Smith  of  Deansjon  ; 
but  along  with  the  work  of  enclosing  ami  building,  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  drainage  work  was  done  in  ^Midlothian 
towards  the  close  of  last  century,  ])rincipa]ly  in  marshy  places 
where  outlets  lould  be  got  for  the  springs.  I'^rom  the  Arniston 
estate  books  the  drains  would  seem  to  have  been  from  two  to 
three  feet  deep,  half  tilled  with  small  stones,  co\ered  \\ith  a 
laver  of  straw,  the  cost  for  cutting  being  -'id.  to  bl.  ])er  rood 
of  six  yards.  The  main  drains  were  built  conduits  of  stone, 
carefullv  fornieil,  ami  in  manv  instances  running  as  clearly  now 
as  when  tirst  built.  l)ut  it  was  still  thought  more  jirolitable  to 
plant  poor  wet  land  than  to  impro\e  it  for  agriculture.  In  a 
])lan  of  Arniston  matle  in  1791,  the  dam])  land  is  liescribed  as 
"poor  wet  land  which  ought  to  be  planted,"  any  land  being 
thought  good  enough  for  trees. 

Of  course  these  outlays  upon  enclosing,  building,  planting, 
and   draininu"   were   not   made  without   a   heavy  outlay.     But 
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pricfs   of  pi'oilucL'  \\(.'ri-    liii;li,   rents   i-ose,  aiul    laiulow  iiv  rs   am! 
fanners  hotli  jjrospei-eil. 

Tlie  narralive  wliiel,  Cliief  liaroii  J)iiiulas  wj-oie  of  Hk- 
iiiipi-ovcMients  made  In-  himself  antl  ]iis  j)fe(leees>i)rs,  and  from 
uliic]i  (juoialions  ha^e  ffecjiientlv  hcen  made  in  tlie  eaidier 
pa^es  of  this  volume,  is  prefaeed  \\ith  tlii'  follow  inti,-  remarks: — 

"Ha\ino-  eolleeied.  when  a  l.ov,  from  mv  father's  eon- 
versatio)!.  and  to  the  aeeuraev  of  whose  memory  1  ean  (as 
Arnot  doeN  in  his  Cr'n/>i//al  Laic)  hear  the  fullest  testimonv, 
a  variety  of  partieular>  relative  to  the  ai;e  of  the  dilierent 
woods,  ])lantatioiis,  and  trees  at  Arniston,  1  have  felt  it  riij,ht 
and  proper  to  eonnnit  these  to  pa])er.  and  to  leave  this  hook 
in  the  ('h;irtei-  ]u)om  there,  not  onlv  for  the  inft)rmation  oi' 
our  posteritv,  hut  that  thev  ma\ ,  1  hope,  he  eneouraued  hv 
the  example  of  their  aneestors,  {o  eontinue  to  ])roteet  those 
to  whieh  they  ha\  e  sueeeeded,  and  to  exteiul  them  as  reLi'ularlv 
and  ])i-ourL.Nsi\-ely  as  we  have  doni' :  assurin«r  them  most 
solenndv  that,  after  thii-t\  years'  experienee,  no  ])leasure  is 
to  ])v  comjjared  with  that  whieh  a  man  enjoys  in  eontem- 
platin^L!;  the  woods  he  has  ])lanted,  am!  sees  yearly  ad\;uiein<i- 
in  tiieir  ])roo;ress,  especially  if  to  that  is  joined  a  tasle  for.  and 
cailtiyation  of,  literary  pursuits,  and  a  conseientious  eiuleavour 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  life  honestly  and  \ii-tuously.  1  have 
subjoined  to  this  nari-ati\e  an  exact  account  since  the  vear 
1800  of  <dl  the  timber  I  ha\e  cut  and  disposed  of.  with  the 
sums  of  money  I  have  actually  recei\ed,  that  my  descendants 
may  see  that  their  own  interest  is  dee])]\'  concerned  in  continu- 
in*;'  that  attention  to  their  woods,  which  I  earnestly  recommend. 
They  w  ill  rea])  the  henelit  of  those  acorns  I  am  now  committing- 
to  the  "ground,  and  recei^■e  the  value  of  those  seedling's  whicii 
are  now  ])lantin^-  out  from  mv  iiursei-ies,  as  I  am  now  enabled 
to  defray  all  the  expense's  of  these  and  other  more  extensive 
embellisiunents  and  impi-o\ements  by  the  sale  of  trees  ])lanted 
by  my  _i;-reat-_ii;randfather,  who  al)()\e  a  century  a^-o  connnenced 
those  plantations,  which  his  son  and  his  nrandson  so  wisely 
cherished  and  extended." 

At  the  close  of  last  century,  when  the  Chief  IJaron  was 
carryin<;    out    his    iuijuovements,    the    old    Parliament    House 
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at   Edinburgh  was  beiii;;-   rebuilt.      No  care  was   taken   to   j)re- 
servc   the   (•baracteri-^tic   eai\iiiu's   witb    wiueb    its   ina-oniv   bad 
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[except  t/ie  A/a^/l-  on  titc  top). 

been  eiiriebed.  'I'liese  were  treated  as  mere  rubbish.  lUit  the 
Chief  Baron,  in  order  to  preserve  a  part  at  least  of  that  old 
huilibn^-   with    whirh    his   faniilv   had   been   so   lon-i'  eoniieeted, 
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Ijrou^'lit  nianv  (.-ai'tloads  of  the  old  stones  to  Aruislon,  w  lu'i'c 
tlu'V  vere  used  lor  ornauKiital  dooi'wavs  and  hnM^es  about  the 
])Ieasure  ^'rounds.  In  ])ai-lieular,  the  Royal  Arms  wo-c  built 
into  the  new  pediment  bv  whieh  the  tame  antl  unbr()kc'n  out- 
line i>f  the  south  front  of  Ann"ston  house  was  bein<.>'  relieved. 

')1ie  Chief  Baron.s  love  of  old  assoeiations  also  led  to  the 
ereetion  ol'  the  pillars  of  whieh  a  woodeut  is  oi\en  behjw . 
"The  pillars  of  that  i^ite."  he  writes  in  his  MS.,  "with  the  two 
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lions  on  the  top  of  them,  ste)od  in  front  of  ~Slr.  ^litehelson's, 
afterwards  Dr.  HennetV,  house,  in  Nieolson  Street,  and  were 
])urehased  by  me  for  twenty  o'liiueas.  They  were  erecteil  wlien 
I  was  a  boy  at  the  IIi<j;h  Sehool  about  ITGG  or  1767,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  first  houses  in  that  street.'^  He  had  to  ])ass  the 
})illars  on  his  way  to  sehool,  and  as  l-'dinbur^h  <;rew,  the  house 
to  which  thev  belonged  was  ])ulletl  down,  and  so  he  bouu'lit  his 
old  friends  and  put  them  uj)  at  Arniston. 


i8i9.]  TIIK  CHUIJCJI   OF  DORTHWICK.  '2Uf) 

The  ()1(!  duircli  of  Uoriliwick,  which,  as  we  liavc  ahwulv 
seen,  had  fallen  into  a  luinous  slate  when  tlie  vesti-y  was 
bought  In  bir  James  J)iin(las  in  KiOi),^  was  destroyeil  by 
fire  about  tlie  vear  1780.  The  church  which  was  erect hI, 
after  the  tire,  to  re])lace  the  old  builclini!:,  was  a  hideous 
barn-like  structure,  relie\ed  outside  by  a  j)itifal  little  beltVy. 
Inside,  this  second  church  was  as  bare  as  a  barn,  a  nailery 
at  each  ond^  the  pulpit  in  the  centre  of  the  soutli  wall, 
and  faciuL',  it  a  platform  on  whicli  was  placed  a  large  })ew 
with  ch;.irs  and  a  firejilace  for  tlie  Arniston  family.  A 
monument  to  the  secoiul  President  Dundas  stood  o\er  the 
c]iin)ney-):>ie(e. 

On  the  clunx-h  wall  were  fixed,  on  each  side  oi'  the  ])ulpit, 
large  frames  containing  the  Ten  Connnandments,  Lord's  I'rayer, 
and  Creed,  and  on  the  back  jianel  of  the  puljnt  there  was 
p.uin.ted  ;=,  cross  about  two  feet  high.  Tlie  following  anecdote 
in  the  Lj/i  of  Jiarliam^  author  of  the  In^-ohl^hij  Lcgrnd-^y  ex- 
plains how  these  came  to  be  })art  of  the  fittings  of  a  Scottish 
Church  :— 

".AJeg  ])odds,  described  in  .S7.  llonan'.s  ]Vdl,  is  a  :VIrs. 
Wilson,  Mho  keeps  the  inn  at  Fushie  l^ridge,  the  first  stage 
from  Edinburgh  on  the  road  to  Abbotsford.-  She  adores  Sir 
Walter  (Scott),  and  when  ])r.  and  ]\Irs.  Hughes  were  detained 
for  want  of  horses,  finding  out  accidentally  that  they  were 
friends  of  liis,  she  without  any  scruple  ordered  those  which 
were  1)es])oken  for  a  gentleman,  then  on  his  way  to  dine  with 
Lord  ]\b'}ville,  to  be  put  to  their  cjirriage.  ^Nlrs.  Wilson  is  a 
strict  rre.-byterian,  and  once  coniplained  to  Sir  AValter  that 
'  tho'  he  IkuI  ilone  just  right  by  being  so  mucli  with.  Arniston,*^ 


^  Sufi  a,  p.  6. 

-  "  Dined  at  Fushie  Bridge.  Ah  !  good  Mrs.  Wilson,  you  know  not  you 
are  likely  to  lose  a  good  customer!"  wrote  Scott  in  1827,  to  which  Luckhari 
adds  :  "  Mrs.  Wilson,  landlady  of  the  Inn  at  Fushie — an  old  dame  of  some 
humour,  with  whom  Sir  Walter  ahva)  s  hail  a  friendly  collotjuy  in  pa>sing.  I 
believe  the  charm  was,  that  she  had  passed  her  childhood  aniong  the  Gipsies 
of  the  border.  But  her  tiery  Radicalism  latterly  was  another  source  of  high 
merriment." — Lockhart's  Z//tf  <y".S"(-^//,  vol.  vii.  p.  S6. 

•'  '"The  Chie''  Baron,  my  early,  kind,  and  con.-tanl  fiieiid,  who  lonk  me  uji 
when  I  was  a  young  fellow  of  little  mark  or  likelih.iod. "  —  Lockhari".-.  /{A'  0/ 
Scoff,  \ol.  iv.  p.  336. 
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vet  tliat  tlie  latter  li;ul  i>rievously  offeiuled  her.  '  He  li;ul  ])it 
up,'  slie  said,  'in  the  kirk  the  LonPs  IVayer  and  tlie  leu  Coni- 
niandnients,  and  v.Jien  a  remonstrance  was  sent  to  liini  ;i<i,;iinst 
sneli  i(:o];itry,  lie  just  answered  that  if  they  didna  let  him 
alanc,  he  would  e'en  ])it  nj)  a  Belief  into  the  bargain.''"^ 


'   Life  of  Barhani^  vol.  i.  y.  130. 
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BRIDGE   MADE   OF   STONES   SAVED    FROM   T}IE   OLD   I'ARLIAMENT    HOUSE. 


ClIAi'4^i:ii    XIII. 
U()jn:ui'   nrxDAs  of  auxiston. 

Uoi'.KKi-  I)i  xi).\s,  t4(iest  sdii  ol'  the  Cliiff  ]i;u-()n  Diiiulns,  \\;is 
Ixjiii  on  tlic  llJNi  of  .June  1797,  at  his  father's  house,  No.  -37 
(reoriiC  S(|U;n-e,  I'.diiibur^h. 

He  Mas  echieated  at  the  Mii'-h  School  of  l-ldinliuviih,  ant!  .-it 
Dr.  Bomls  at  Ilaiiwell,  as  were  also  his  brothei's  Henrv  ami 
William,  a  fivoiuite  ncIiooI  at  that  time  for  Scotch  bovs. 
Duriuii'  slioi't  holidays,  \\  hen  the  length  of  the  jom-iiev  did  not 
permit  of  Koberl  L'-oinu'  home,  he  and  his  brothers  useil  to  \isit 
tl'.eir  relations  :  Loi'd  Melville  at  Wim1)ledon,  AVilliam  Dundas 
in  Gros\eiior  Street,  and  old  Sir  Daviil  Dundas  at  Chelsea 
Hosj)ital.  Latlv  Dundas  v  as  very  kind  to  the  bo\s ;  and  u 
portrait  of  her  husband  the  (reneral,  no\\  at  Ainiston,  was 
»;iven  bv  her  to  the  Chief  Baron  in  exchan<i-e  for  a  water-colour 
of  the  bovs. 

After  leaviuii,- IIan\vell  U()l)Lrt  Dimdas  completed  his  studies 
bv  a  course  of  lectures  at  Ivlinburuh  University. 

I'rom  his  earliest  davs  he  was  passionately  fond  of  iield 
sports,  althoui;li  at  the  beuinninu'  of  the  ))resent  century  there 
was  but  little  spoi't  to  l)e  had  in  the  lowlands  of  Scotland.  I''or 
neailv  four  hundi'ed  vears  an  Act  of  Parliament  had  been  nonii- 
nallv  in  force  which  forbade  the  >Lau,<;'htei-  of  partridges,  muir- 
fowl,  and  some  otlier  birds  from  Lent  till  Aut-u^t.  Hut  the 
fhjsc-time  thus  oniained  ^eems  to  ha\e  been  hut  little  ol)se!-ved.. 
In  the  Ariiiston  house-hooks  there  are  entries  of  payments  for 
partrid^-es  in  March,  and  for  muirfowl  in  .hily.  Tlie  first 
President  Dundas,  wi'itiuL;-  fmm  his  Iliohland  ([uarters  in  .Tune 
174-3,  sa\s,  "  I'ishin^-  ^'oes  on.  and  Tom  hath  taken  a  little 
touch  of  shootini;,-,  but  Currie">  and  \'ot!:i-ie*s  doo-s  >eem  i^ood 
for  notln'nij,-."' 

The   tir>t   mention   in    the   papers  at  Amiston   of  j)heasants 
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liuTf    is    ill    lTo7,    w'Ik'Ii    the    i'ol lowing-   entries    oecur    in    the 
acfduut  l)()ok  {if  Ihc  Secoiul  I'lvsidi'iit  Duiulas: — 

Feb.  (),  1757.  ]()  Pheasants.       .  .  £7      t  0 

10  I'heasant  hens.  4    10  0 

17.-)S.  IS  Pheasants,       .  .  7    1 0"  0          ! 

\159-          Pheasants,       .  .  ()    1()  (J         '    ' 

In  the  honse-hooks  aiv  fivijiient  entries  of  barley  ui\en  (nit 
for  the  "pheasant  fowls.""  ]}ut  \\ant  of  slielter  and  ahsLaice  of 
protection  from  \erniin  rendered  unsueeessful  tliis  iirst  atteni])t 
at  naturalising  pheasants  in  the  ^\i-niston  woods. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  greater  atten- 
tion was  turned  to  the  systematic  |)reser\ation  of  game.  Notices 
were  published  in  the  ne\\sj)apers  by  many  of  the  landed  pro- 
j)rietors,  among  others  bv  J>ord  Acbocate  Dundas  oi'  .\rniston. 
warning  puachers  tiiat  they  would  be  j)r()secuted  accoi-ding  to 
law,  and  hoj)ing  that  no  gentleman  would  hunt  or  slioot  upon 
their  lands  without  leave.  An  assoc-iation  of  Midlothian 
Ileritoi-s  was  formed  about  the  same  time  for  the  ])r;.-.ecuti('n 
of  ])ersoiis  trespa.ssing  in  pursuit  of  game. 

'ilie  winter  of  1794-5  was  very  severe,  occasioning  great 
destruction  of  the  bixeding  stock  of  game,  at  that  time  snudl 
at  the  best.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Heritors  of  Midlothia!)  hehl 
within  the  old  Justiciary  Coiu't-room  on  lltli  July  17!)3.  it 
was  I'esolved  that  a  Jubilee  should  be  given  to  the  game  diirinii' 
the  ensuing  season.  The  meeting  also  resolved  to  enforce  the 
law  for  the  observance  of  close-lime,  and  that  all  ])ersoiis  tran>- 
gressing  the  law  in  that  ]):irticular  sliould  i)e  j)rosecuted.  \vitli- 
out  distinction.  In  the  ad\ertisement  aimouncing  thie  Jubilee. 
iiuiirfowl  and  partridges  are  speciiied  but  not  pheasants. 

TJie  sunnners  of  179o  and  ]71)()  did  not  suillce  for  rejvu'ring 
the  damage  done  tt)  llie  '^ame  1)\  the  se\ere  winter  of  1794,  tor 
on  August  ijd,  179{).  the  Midlothian  Heritors  were  again  obliged 
to  resohe, '■  that  as  from  all  a|)pearance  a  good  deal  of  corn 
would  remain  uncut  on  tlie  first  of  Septeinber,  and  that  the 
partridges  were  very  scarce  in  most  parts  of  the  county,  having 
not  yet  recovered  the  inclemency  of  winter  1794,  the  heritor"- 
postpone  the  connnencenieiit  of  the  lime  for  killing  i);ulridge> 
to  the  l.st  of  October,  insteail  of  the  14th  of  Sej)tember."" 

In   the  follow  ing  year.  1797,  pheasants  were  turneti   out   in 
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Dalkeitli  Park,'  am!  ])r.)]>c'r  iiKM^uros  lia\  iiii;-  htxn  taken  for  their 
])reserv;iti()ii.  tlic-v  sdou  sjneail  oxer  tlie  acijoiiiiiii;-  couiiirN. 
Tlie  a^-i^talu■e  of  tiu'  iKiuIi!)our>  was  asked  1)V  an  intiiuatioii   - 

"Tlicit  a  few  plieasants  ]i:'.\e  lately  been  tiirneJ  out  in 
])alkeitli  I'ark  with  an  intention  to  encourage  tlicir  breedinu' 
in  this  |)art  of  the  country,  and  as  some  of  them  ha\e  alteadx 
been  seen  at  a  distanci'  iVom  the  park,  it  is  eai-nestlv  hoped 
that  tlu'  i!;entlen:en  in  the  C'ountv  of  ?>Iidlothian  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood will  ui\e  orders  to  their  gamekeepers  and  sei-vants 
not  only  not  to  molest  the  birds,  hut  to  aliord  them  all  the 
protection  in  theii-  power — '-2Sth  October  1707." 

At  Arniston,  in  the  u])j)ei-  district  of  Midlothian,  ])heasants 
Avere,  in  ISl;.?.  turned  out  into  the  woods  abo\  e  the  meetiiiLi  of 
the  South  Jlsk  and  Fidlerton  IhuMi  ;  and  for  many  years  aft  er- 
Mards  ;i  pheasantrv  for  providing  a  l)reedin<;-  stock  of  birds 
was  ki.])t  up  at  Temple  Mill.  Ihit  from  the  entries  in  a  s])ortin<i,- 
diary  ke))t  by  llobert  Dundas  in  181().  the  j)heasants  must  ha\e 
increasetl  at  a  vei-y  slow  rate,  l-'rom  the  I'^th  of  Auuust  to 
the  end  of  Oclobei-,  the  ii,'anie  killed  bv  his  nwn  <j^un  were  t() 
grouse,  4  l)lackuame,  52  sni])e.  7S  p,irtridii:es,  ami  ^'  ])he;ivants. 
Hits  and  misses  are  both  recoi-ded  in  the  diarv ;  and  the 
sportsman  seems  usually  to  ha\e  had  from  six  to  twehe  shots 
in  a  day,  seldom  more,  and  frequently  less. 

Tlie  follow  iuii'  letter  will  serve  to  illustrate  how  scarce  urouse 
were  on  the  ^Midlothiaii  and  l\x^blesshire  liills  at  this  time  : — 


KuBKUT  DiNDAs  Iv  Ills  llrullicr  \\v.\n\. 

Mv  i)K \R  Hex., — According-  to  mv  })r()nii>e,  1  now  sit  down  to 
inform  you  of  my  siK-eess  at  the  muirs  this  year.  On  Saturday 
the  l^tii  Lord  lti)bevt  Kerr-  and  1  set  out  from  Arniston  at  b  in  tiie 
niorning,  ami  went  to  Outerston  >b)ss.  \\'e  hunted  all  the  Nbi>s 
and  fjrourais  near  it.  but  found  that  some  rascal  had  Ixen  tht  re 
before  us,  for  ;ill  the  birtls  were  scattered  about.  We  liot  very 
few  shots,  ami  each  slew  a  bird.  We  then  breakfasted  on  a  bottle 
of  l>eer  and  a  cold  duck,  and  then  crossed  the  hilb.  ^^'c  huntt<l 
till  twelve  o'clock,  and  1  killed  another  bird.  We  lay  troiu  Li 
till    I    on   the  ridfrc  of  the  hills  in  the  nurst  peltino-  shower  1  was 

'  During  the  lifL-tiiiif  of  Henry,  tliir.l  Duke  of  lUicclcucli. 
-  Horn  17S0.     A  lieutencint-colonei  in  the  arniv. 
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ever  out  in.  Wc  diiud  at  t,  and  after  (liinicr  Lord  K.  kilktl  an 
old  cock  bird,  and  w  c  !)(.)tli  mauled  a  Itncvct  ;  his  shot  struck  its 
head  and  mine  its  taik  It  was  chjse  to  us,  and  was  killed  ijuite 
dead.  We  were  not  lu)mf  till  S.  On  .Sunday  George  Suttic  and 
1  went  to  C'olcjuhar.^  It  rained  all  Mond;iv  till  t  o'clock,  ])Ul  wt* 
killed  "2  brace  in  the  evcnini,f.  On  Tuesday  the  hi^'h  wind  iiKule 
the  birds  so  wild  that  we  only  killed  'J  brace,  and  on  \\  e(hv -day 
I  returned  to  Arniston  to  shoot  \\ith  (ieneral  ^^'\•n^•ard  and  Lord 
R.  Kerr.  I  met  them  near  I'astleton,  but  the  day  was  so  bad  tiiat 
Captain  Napier  killed  but  one  bird,  I  killed  one,  (ieneral  V>'in- 
yard  a  hare,  and  Lt)rd  liobert  :i  brace.  On  Monday  Mr.  Hepburn -' 
and  I  went  out  ;  we  had  bad  sport.  I  got  but  one  shot,  he  got  .'i. 
and  killed  a  bi-ace.  Bra\o  has  })royed  himsflf  to  he  an  ineon.i- 
parable  good  dog  I'or  nniiii'owl.  lie  did  not  connnit  two  tVridts 
the  whole  time.  1  have  likewise  got  the  loan  of  two  \  erv  fnie 
dogs  from  J'aron  Clerk  c;illed  Sal  and  Pont().  There  has  becu  a 
change  in  the  stud  hei'c ;  Ann  has  got  Caleb,  and  1  ha\e  got 
young  Haj)  I  Lizard:  he  is  not  so  good  a  horse  as  Caleb,  but  a 
better  hunter.  Paj)a  desires  me  to  say  he  will  write  to  you  in  a 
dayort^\().  We  go  to  the  Highlands  on  'Luesilay.  -Belieye  nie. 
dear  Hen.,  eyer  yours,  1{.  Di  nd as. 

Aknistox,   Thursday. 

The  [Midlothian  Coursing  Club,  an  institution  lor  ^oine 
time  intimately  connected  with  the  social  life  of  tlie  county, 
deseryes  a  passing  notii-e  in  tliesf  Memoii's.  I'or  many  y«.ars 
it  ilischarged  the  double  chity  of  bi'inging  county  neighi^ours 
for  s))oi't,  and  for  tlie  dinners  which  foi-nicd  an  important  iwrt 
of  the  business  of  the  nuetings,  and  which  usually  took  place 
at  the  I'u-.liie  Inn  or  at  D.ilkeitli.  ( )iie  of  the  elul)  })rogranimv.-s 
for  the  year  ISl-j  is  ainong  tiie  .Vrniston  ])aper.s,  from  wliich 
it  appears  that  the  Duke  oi'  Huccleuch  was  President  and  Lord 
Dalhousie  \ice-Lresidcid.  'J'he  spring  meeting  of  the  club,  it 
states,  is  to  be  held  at  I'.spirston  on  'I'uesday  the  IJlst,  and  at 
the  Jloman  Camp  on  the  J^^id,  of  February!  ''The  club  will 
iM-eakfast  at  Loushie  Jirid-v  on  the  morning  of  the  ^Ist.and 
will  dine  that  day  at  l)ayi(Uon"s  Inn,  Dalkeith,  at   iiye  o"eI<uk  ; 

'  Sir  JaiiK-  Su;iic"s  shuoiiiv^  loJ^e  in  I'ecMcsshire.  George  .^uttie  \v-- hi- 
eklest  son. 

-  Mr.  Hepliura  of  (_Merkinmon.  Clerkington  \sa-  soon  afterwards  soid  to 
die  Lar!  of  rv'i-elx.-ry,  from  whum  it  received  the  name  of  l\oselierv. 
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and  on  the  S^cl  at  Morrison's  Inn,  at  the  same  hour."  Anion*^- 
tliose  wlio  owned  and  ran  <j;revhounds  were  the  Cliief  Jiaron 
Dundas,  Sir  John  J'rin<i,lL',  Sir  Jolni  Dahyniple,  The  ]Marc[uis 
of  I.otliian,  Sir  John  ITo})e,  and  other  county  men.  Thri-e 
was  a  chib  prize  of  fifteen  guineas  at  eacli  meeting,  s\\  eepstakes 
of  one  guinea  each,  and  private  matches.  In  the  eai'ly  days  of 
the  chd),  friends  connected  with  tlie  county  by  reUvtionship  or 
other  ties  were  achnitted  as  lionorary  members.  I]ut  lattej-ly, 
wlien,  from  various  causes,  fewer  of  the  county  gentlemen  ke])t 
greyhounds,  it  became  necessary,  for  the  })urposes  of  sjjort,  to 
admit  as  honorary  members  greyhound  owners  frou)  anv  part 
of  Scotland.  The  meetings  were  good  as  coiu'sing  meetings ; 
but,  owing  to  the  gradual  withdrawal  of  the  county  gentlemen, 
they  ceased  to  be  the  social  gatherings  thev  once  had  been. 
At  last  it  was  resolved  to  dissolve  the  club,  which,  after  a 
prosperous  existence,  had  outlived  the  purpose  for  which  it  had 
originally  l)eLn  founded. 

The  following  letter  was  written  \shile  the  meetings  were 
in  full  swing,  in  the  vear  1S15,  and  gives  an  account  of  the 
sixth  meeting  of  the-  chd),  when  the  cu})  was  won  by  ?Jr. 
Robert  Granne's  Needle.  Mr.  Graane  was,  like  the  Cliief 
Baron's  sons,  a  keen  courser,  and  his  sister,  ]Mrs.  Maxtone  of 
Cultoquhey,  used,  in  after  years,  to  tell  how,  on  one  occasion, 
lie  rode  from  Cultoquhey  to  Eskbank,  a  distance  of  lietween 
forty  and  fiftv  miles,  at  midnight,  returning  in  time  for 
breakfost,  simply  '"  to  see  a  litter  of  Needle's  puppies."  ' 

Robert  ]3lndas  tu  hix  BrulJicr  Hexr-s'. 

31  George  Sr>UAi;E,  Fcbniary  \2. 

Mv   i)E,\F>    Hex., —  It  is  a  very  long  time  since  you  and  I  Jiave 

con'esponded.      Now  I  think   it  would  be  better  for  hotli  parties 

that    the  said  correspondence  were  renewed,  so  without    saying 

who  broke  it  off,  I  thus  begin  it  again.     Yesterday  beiui^-  mild  and 

^  The  inscription  on  the  cup,  now  in  tlie  possession  of  Mr.  Maxtimc  Graham 
of  Cultoquhey,  is  as  follows  :  "  At  the  sixth  meeting  of  the  Midlothi.m  Ciairsing;- 
Club,  begiui  at  Esperston  on  the  8ih  November  1S14  and  continued,  by  several 
adjournments,  to  the  Roman  Camp,  till  the  nth  February  1815,  this  cuj)  was 
won  by  Needle,  the  property  of  Roljert  Gnvme,  Esci-,  Advocate."  Mr.  Gramme 
(who  adopted  the  "Graham"  mode  of  spelling  his  family  name)  afterv.-ards  suc- 
ceeded his  cousin.  Lord  Lynedoch,  in  the  e:^tates  of  Ralgowan  and  Lynedocii, 
and  died  in  1S59. 

U 
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soft  ciKiii^i^h  for  coursino-,  (he  Cup  was  !il  lengtli  decided  in  fH\-..ar 
of  Mr.  II.  Graeme  of  I- skbaidc.  We  met  at  the  Komau  Camp.  ;r,d 
there  were  between  I  and  L'OO  horsemen.  Our  bitch  Wasp  m  iis 
beat  by  Ca])tnin  James  Dalrymple  of  NorLh  Berwick's  dog  Czar. 
The  eom-sc  Avas  a  desjjerate  one,  but  we  were  fjurlv  beaten  :  the 
hare  went  away  with  licr  fiid  cocked.  She  never  was  turned.  ;\nd 
seemed  not  to  give  a  d— nni  fur  either  Wasji  or  Czar.  This  was 
the  .second  course.  The  first  Mas  between  Mr.  Graeme's  Needle 
and  Baron  Clerk's  Salamanca.  Salamanca  was  beat.  The  la-t 
course  was  between  Needle  and  Czar.  I  never  saw  two  m..re 
beautiful  dogs.  Czar  was  beat,  though  the  best  dog,  owing  to  a 
fall  in  a  ])]oughed  field.  Tlie  unfcn-tunate  hare  was  encountered 
near  the  wood,  and  slain  by  a  mob  of  fellows  (alxnit  SO  or  po\ 
A\ho  would  not  keep  back  thei)-  horses,  but  charged  the  dogs,  and 
hare,  and  all.  'J'he  liare  was  slain,  the  dogs,  for  a  wonder,  were 
not.  The  spring  meeting  takes  jjlace  next  week.  I  must  writt  to 
Pitt  to  tell  him  that  Wasp  was  beat,  so  adieu.  Write  to  me  when 
you  ha\  e  time. — Ever  yours  aftcc'^.,  K.  Duxd a>. 

In  tlie  autumn  of  1817  lioliert  Dtuidas  went  abroad  with 
his  family,  tlie  object  of  tlie  journey  being  the  liope,  howe\cr 
faint,  of  the  Chief  IJaron  deriving  benefit  from  a  winter  s]-.cnt 
soutb  of  the  Alps;  and  in  tlie  summer  of  1818  he  liad  a  run 
througli  Greece  and  Turkey.  A  few  of  his  letters  to  liis 
niotlier  are  .still  at  Aniiston  :  — 


KoiiEUT  r)rxn\s  /o  hi.s  Mothku. 

Tatkas,  May  y/,  iSlS. 
A  brig  is  to  sail  from  this  in  a  few  days,  and  I  ^hall  send  th"s 
letter  by  her  to  London.  In  the  way  of  news  I  have  little  to  add 
to  my  letter  from  Corfu,  dated.  I  think,  -2()th  Apnl.  We  i  sailed 
from  Corfu  on  the  ^Tth  along  with  Mr.  Bonnar.  I  left  Corfu  with 
regret.  It  is  a  lovely  spot,  and  I  had  been  treated  by  every  per^.ni 
there  with  the  greatest  kindness.  We  passed  the  islands'of  IVixu 
and  Antipaxu,  and  on  the  Albanian  shore  the  small  town  <.f 
Pargo.  We  crossed  the  gulf  of  Actium,  and  landed  at  Santa 
Maura.  We  landed  at  the  fort,  and  the  shij)  sailed  round. 
and  anchored  on  the  other  side  of  the  neck  of  land.     We  were 


1   He   wr.s    iravellini;  with    two  friends,    Wyse,  afterwards   the    Right    H-'.n. 
Thomas  Wysc,  and  a  Mr.  (lodfrcv. 


.it    n!;uh>H 
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rtx-eived  most  kindly  by  Colonel  Ross  of  the  7.">tli.  He  ,<iave  us 
quarters  in  the  tort  to  sleep  in,  and  insisted  upon  our  li^ini^ 
with  him. 

'J'he  third  da)-  after  our  arrival  we  sailed  to  Prcvisa  to  see  Ali 
I'acha,  the  rest  of  the  paity  meaning  to  ])roceed  to  Janina,  across 
Pindus.  We  met  a  brig  coming  out  of  Pre^isa,  and  knowing  her  to 
belong  to  Sir  Thomas  Maitland/  we  went  alongside.  We  found  Sir 
Frederick  Adam-  on  board  of  her.  Sir  Thonuis  scut  an  oHicer  in 
this  vessel  to  -wait  for  Sir  Frederick  at  Previsa,  and  to  give  him  the 
despatches  M-hich  I  am  to  take  to  Constantinople.-'  Sir  Thomas  had 
written  to  say  that  I  must  leave  Santa  Maura  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  get  to  Constanlinople  as  quickly  as  I  could  ;  I  might  choose 
the  road  1  liked  best,  and  stay  a  few  days  at  Athens.  I,  of 
course,  acted  as  he  told  me,  and  returned  that  evening  to  Santa 
Maura  alone,  leaving  Godfi-ey  and  ^^'yse  at  Previsa  ;  they  mean  to 
cross  Pindus,  and  pursue  the  original  ])lan.  Next  day  1  sailed  ; 
we-  passed  the  Lover's  Leap  at  sunset,  and  were  close  to  Ithaca 
all  night,  and  part  of  next  morning.  The  breeze  then  sprang  u]i, 
and  we  reached  I'atras  about  two  in  the  afternoon.  I  was 
received  here  by  the  consul,  in  whose  house  I  am.  He  recom- 
mends me  to  go  to  Athens,  through  Delphi  and  Thebes.  To  go 
by  Corinth  I  must  have  a  ))assport  from  the  pacha,  who  lives  near 
Sparta,  involving  five  or  six  days'  delay.  Besides,  Colonel  Ross 
told  me  that  the  Bey  of  Corinth  has  orders  to  stop  all  despatches 
going  across  the  Isthmus. 

lloUEliT  DlNDAS  lo  Ills  Mothkr. 

KrITISH    I'ALACK,   ToNS  TANriXOl'LE, 

May  2j,  l8iS. 
My  last  letter  was  sent  from  Patras  in  a  currant  ship,  which 
was  to  sail  in  a  few  days.  At  Patras  I  found  it  was  necessary  to 
have  a  passport  from  the  pacha  of  the  Morea,  who  resides  at  1  rij.o- 
litza,  not  far  from  Sparta.  This  pass  is  not  demanded  until  the 
traveller  arrives  at  the  Isthmus  of  Coi-inth.  As  I  did  not  thnik 
myself  justified   in  detaining  the  despatches  (which  I  knew  were 


1  Sir  Thomas  Maillaiul,  G.vscrnor  of  tiic  Ionian  Islands;  died  1S24.  lie 
went  i>y  ihc  nickname  <>f  AVa'^'  Tom. 

-  Sir  Frederick  Adam,  a  t^eneial  in  llie  Arniy.  Commanded  a  briga<ie  at 
Waterloo,  where  he  was  wounded.  Sir  Frederick  was  appointed  L^rd  II:gh 
Commissioner  of  the  loriian  IslaniLs  at  the  death  of  Sir  Thomas  Maitland  in  1S24. 

»  Sir  Thomas  Maitland,  durini;  Mr.  Dundas's  visit  to  Corfu,  had  a>ked  him 
to  convey  some  despatches  to  Sir  Kobert  Listen,  Amiiassador  at  Constantinople. 


■ir'MuU 
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received  most  kindly  by  Colonel  Ross  of  the  7.-'tli.  Ho  gave  lis 
quarters  in  the  tort  to  sleep  in,  and  insisted  ii])on  our  li\ing 
with  liini. 

'J"he  third  day  after  our  arrival  we  sailed  to  Previsa  to  see  AH 
Pacha,  the  rest  of  the  paity  nieanincf  to  ])roceed  to  Janin.a,  across 
Pindus.  We  met  a  hnu;  coniini;-  out  of  Pre\  isa,  and  knowing  her  to 
belong  to  Sir  Thomas  Maitland.i  we  went  alongside.  We  found  Sir 
Frederick  Adam-  on  board  of  her.  Sir  Thomas  sent  an  officer  in 
this  vessel  to  wait  for  Sir  Frederick  at  Previsa,  and  to  give  him  the 
despatches  which  I  am  to  take  to  Constantinople.-'  Sir  Thomas  had 
written  to  say  that  I  must  leave  Santa  Maura  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  get  to  Constantinople  as  quickly  as  I  could  ;  I  might  choose 
the  road  I  liked  l)cst,  and  stay  a  few  days  at  Athens.  I,  of 
course,  acted  as  he  told  me,  and  returned  that  evening  to  Santa 
Maura  alone,  leaving  Godfrey  and  Wyse  at  Previsa;  they  mean  to 
cross  Pindus,  and  pursue  the  original  jilan.  Next  day  1  sailed  ; 
we  passed  the  Lover's  Leap  at  sunset,  and  were  close  to  Ithaca 
all  night,  and  part  of  next  morning.  The  breeze  then  sprang  uj), 
and  we  reached  I'atras  about  two  in  the  afternoon.  I  was 
received  liere  by  the  consul,  in  whose  house  I  am.  He  recom- 
mends me  to  go  to  Athens,  through  Delphi  and  Thebes.  To  go 
by  Corinth  I  must  have  a  })assport  from  the  pacha,  who  lives  near 
Sparta,  involving  five  or  six  days'  dela}'.  Besides,  Colonel  Ross 
told  me   that  the  Bey  of  Corinth  has  orders  to  stop  all  despatches 


RoHEin  DiNDAs  lo  his  MoxnKR. 

British  I'alack,  roNSTANTixoPLi:, 
J/,y'  25,  18 iS. 
My  last  letter  was  sent  from  Patras  in  a  currant  shij),  whii'h 
v.as  to  sail  in  a  few  days.  At  Patras  I  found  it  was  necessary  to 
have  a  ])assport  from  the  })aeha  of  the  Morea,  who  resides  at  1  rii.o- 
litza,  not  far  from  S})arta.  This  pass  is  not  deman(h-d  until  the 
traveller  arrives  at  the  Isthmus  of  Corinth.  As  I  did  not  think 
myself  jn-,tifi(d  in  detaining  the  despatches  (which  I  knew  were 


1  Sir  TlK.mas  Maitlaml,  Governor  of  the  lunian  Islands;  died  1824.  He 
wciit  liy  the  lucknainc  of  A'//;--  Tow. 

-  Sir  Frederick  Adam,  a  .general  in  the  Army.  Commanded  a  l)rigade  at 
Waterloo,  where  he  was  wmmde  1.  Sir  Frederick  was  aiipoiuted  Lurd  tfiah. 
Commissioner  of  the  Ionian  Islands  at  tlie  death  of  Sir  Thomas  Maitlaml  in  1S24. 

•*  Sir  Th<jmas  Maitland,  during;  Mr.  Dundas's  visit  to  Corfu,  had  asked  him 
to  convey  some  despatches  lo  Sir  Koliert  Li.ston,  Ambassador  at  Constantinople. 
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iin))ortaiil)  for  three  days  till  a  eourier  could  procure  nie  the  pass- 
port, I  got  H  boat  to  coiney  nic  to  Salona,  lucaniug  to  ibllow 
Mr.  Wood's  route  lu  Athens  by  Delplii,  Thebes,  and  J^ivadia. 
My  iugyage  -ssas  in  the  boat,  and  all  was  ready,  when  the  con^uKs 
deputy  came  rinminf;-  to  inforn)  me  thai  the  plague  Avas  raging  at 
l.ivadia  and  Tliebes,  and  that  J  shoidd  have  a  quarantine  of 
twenty  days  at  Athens.  1  Avas,  of  course,  forced  very  unwillingly 
to  give  up  this  route,  and  I  end:>arked  for  Corinth.  It  blew  \  ery 
hard.  The  voyage  is  usually  })erfornied  in  two  or  three  days,  Init 
we  were  within  tv.ehe  miles  of  Corinth  in  eight  liours.  The  wind 
fell,  and  the  sailors  insisting  tiiat  it  was  contrary,  ran  the  vessel, 
a  small  open  boat,  into  a  creek  near  the  ancient  Sicyon.  As  I  was 
yet  unaccustomed  to  the  ways  of  the  Cireek.s,  I  allowed  them  to 
do  so,  and  lay  down  in  my  cloak  iijmn  the  shingle,  where  I  slept  for 
four  hours.  Next  day  the  consul  told  me  that  a  friend  of  his  had 
agreed  to  give  me  a  passage  to  Constantino])le  ;  that  I  would  find 
him  to  be  the  best  of  his  couiitrymen.  I  accordingly  embarked 
in  a  noble  ship,  5.50  tons  burden,  2.')  guns,  and  66  men.  1  saw 
Captain  Murray,  whom  I  am  to  meet  at  Smyrna  on  the  1,5th  June, 
when  he  will  take  me  to  Malta.  In  three  days  we  were  Avithin 
20  miles  of  this  ])lace  ;  there  we  were  becalmed,  so  I  left  the 
ship  with  regret,  and  rowed  up  here. 


HoliCRT  DlNDAS  /u  Ids  MoTHKH. 

Vienna,  .^.y-  5,  iSiS. 
Thank  IIea\en,  here  I  am  in  a  Christian  country.  I  have  got 
out  of  Turkey,  and  I  assure  you  I  shall  not  enter  it  again  without 
some  very  good  reason.  I  arrived  here  from  Constantinople  by 
Bukharest,  Ilermanstadt,  Temeswar,  and  Buda  on  the  25th  July. 
As  far  as  Bukharest  my  health  was  perfectly  good,  but  there  I 
began  to  be  unwell  much  as  I  was  at  Spa  last  year.  Fearing  I 
was  about  to  have  the  same  sort  of  bilious  fever,  I  stopped  at  tlie 
Convent  of  Argis,  a  small  hamlet  in  \^'allachia  at  the  foot  of  the 
Carpathian  mountains,  half  way  between  Bukharest  and  Ilerman- 
stadt, halting  there  two  days  for  rest  and  medicine. 

His  illness  had  been  no  light  matter;  and  th;it  he  thouglit 
liiinself  in  gTCJit  ilanger  is  shown  by  a  curious  menioi'anihnn 
among  the  pa})ers  of  tin's  })eriotl.  It  is  intlorsed,  '' Sealed  at 
Argis  12ili  July  ISIS,  opened  at  Arniston,  Se})tenil)er  11. 
]S!il,"  and  is  ! leaded  :— 


i8i8.]  THE  CONVENT  A'J'  AI!GIS.  ^0.0 

Rcjlcdioiis  irrilloi  /rlwa  cuii/i/iccl  hj/  i/ii/t\\s  at  I  lie  Greek  Convent  IjLl/rceii 
liiikhare.sl  aiul  lleiDuinslddt. 

Argis, /.'//)'  1--^,  iSiS. 

Wlierc  am  I  now?  What  am  1?  1  am  a  poor,  fecl)]e  wrt-tch, 
nt-ar  thrt-c  thousand  milcb  iVoin  his  native  home.  Such  ^^as  the 
question  and  answer  which  awakened  me  from  the  dream  viiieh 
for  the  last  hour  has  so  pkas;nit]y  ooeu])ied  my  wearied  mind.  I 
dreamed  of  home.  I  was  seated  at  Mrs.  Wm.  Dundas's  cottage 
phnining  some  new  hnprovements.  The  com})any  who  were  there 
assembled  at  tea  were  my  father  and  motlur,  \Vm.  and  Mrs.  13., 
all  my  brothers  and  sisters,  and  uncle  Francis.  1  saw  ])lainly 
Philip  playing  with  I'ipoji  and  Texel  on  the  green.  I  hear 
distinctly  the  distant  sound  of  Braidwood  Cascade.  Mark  to 
Windsor  yelping  in  the  wood,  and  see  Brown  with  his  gini  re- 
turning slowlv  home.  'J'lie  sun  is  setting  in  glory  over  the 
Pentlands,  and  the  whole  scene  is  nothing  Init  })eaee  and  joy. 
Such  is  the  painting  -which  for  this  hour  ])ast  has  occupied  my 
mind's  eye,  delineated  in  richer  colouis  than  Claude  or  Titian 
ever  imagined.  But  is  the  real  scene  before  you?  The  ])lain 
Avhite-washed  cell  of  the  Monastery  of  Argis,  with  its  single  })rint 
of  some  favourite  saint.  These  figures  that  through  the  halfshut 
door  watch  the  couch  which  supports  yom-  faint  and  feverish 
limbs,' are  they  your  relations?  'Tis  Alexander,  Musta})]ia,  and  a 
monk  witii  your  jirovisiojis.  Is  the  scene  without  splendid  and 
peaceful  ?  It  is  still  and  sublime.  The  distant  thunder  is 
grumbling  near  and  more  near,  while  the  sun  darts  his  hot 
reflected  ray  on  the  gloomy  ridge  of  the  Car})athian  mountaius. 
The  torrent  is  brawling  past  with  ceaseless  din  to  mix  its  waters 
with  those  of  the  Alt.  'I'he  storm  is  passing  awa}'  over  the  wide 
interminal)le  plains  of  Walachia,  and  mingling  its  hollow  nniruuirs 
with  the  distant  bay  of  the  watch-dog.  And  this  place  is  :3C>00 
miles  from  home  I  I  I  I 

But  God  is  everywhere.  His  arm  u})held,  and  if  he  })leases 
will  still  uphold  me.  By  his  infinite  goodiuss  and  mercy  I  have 
passed  through  Inuulitti.  through  storms,  thro\igh  fatigues  and 
pestilence.  He  was  with  me  at  Terracin.'  and  Boviuo.  In  the 
(iulf  of  Corinth  'tv.as  he  that  took  my  skitf  through  the  tempest. 
The  plague  at  Athens  touched  me  not,  neither  did  tlie  t atigues 
of  my  journey  overcome  me.  To  Thee,  oh  my  Ciod,  I  delner  uj) 
myself  in  perfect  trust,  restore  health  of  body  ami  mind,  and  send 
me  home  in  safety  through  Jesus  Christ. 
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Tlie  devotion  of  liis  servant,  and  a  t-ood  constitution.  >lid 
wonders;  and  he  was  soon  able  to  travel  on  to  \"ifnna. 

Arrived  there  he  was  ])laced  in  the  hands  of  nn  ahlc- 
])hv>ieiaj.i,  v.ho  ascrihetl  his  ilhiess  to  over-fa.tiii'ne,  ao-^rav-.teii 
by  the  ini])roper  medicines  lie  had  taken.  He  soon  reeove-red 
under  })ro))ei-  treatment. 

I'rom  \'ieima,  he  returned  by  8alzbur<;-  and  the  Tyrol  to 
Northerii  Italy  and  llorenee.  By  that  time  his  fann'lv  liad 
left  Italy  on  their  way  home.  In  a  letter  of  the  8th  of  Sej)- 
tember,  he  mentions  liavini;-  seen  Lord  Lauderdale  and  I.ord 
I\[aitland,  who  had  ju^t  arrived  from  Ihig'hind,  and  who  ha;!  -  iven 
him  every  kind  of  news  v.liieh  they  thouo'ht  would  intert-r  jum. 
l>ord  Lauderdale,  owin^-  to  the  accounts  he  had  received  from 
Lord  :\lelviile,  had  <rone  to  Lausmnie  to  see  the  Chief  ]}ar(jn,  :md 
found  him  suliiciently  reco^ered  to  undei'take  the  journev  liome. 

At  I'loience  he  met  his  friends  I'rini^'e'  of  Yaiv.  and 
Alison,"  both  of  them  his  .^eniors  by  live  vears,  and  meinbers 
of  the  Scotch  Bar.  They  told  him  of  the  successful  .st;irt  his 
most  intimate  friend  Jolm  Ilope'^  hati  )nade  at  the  Ba'-.  ami 
said  that  they  looked  to  Ho])e  and  to  him  as  their  leader-  for 
the  future,  and  ur«-ed  him  to  follow  Hope's  example  \sithout 
further  loss  of  time. 

"I  inquired,"  he  writes  to  his  mother,  '•  how  J.  Hoj.e  was 
coming  on.  Alison  said,  'he  has  now  been  but  eiuiiteen 
months  at  tlie  I'.ar.  He  is  become  Advocate  Depute,  and  is 
making  at  least  X'TOO  a  year.  You  will  have  tight  work  to 
come  up  with  him,  for  v.  e  all  settled  that  you  and  lie  are  to 
be  our  leaders,  the  one  Atlvocate  and  the  other  Solicitor.  So 
see  you  don't  disapjioint  us."  I  took  this  as  a  wav  of  talkinir, 
and  smiled  ;  when  Pringle  said,  '  I  assure  vou  we  are  (ju'te  in 
earnest,  for,  as  Alison  says,  it  is  you  and  Ilojie  that  we  all  look 
to,  so  you  nuist  staiul  to  your  tackle,  Dundas."" 

This  conversation  seians  to  have  left  an  imjH-ession  on  his 
mlntl,  and,  along  with  the  accounts  of  his  father's  I-.iling 
health,  induced  him  to  give  u])  his  foreign  travels,  and  return 
at  once  to  Scotland. 


1  Alexan.ler  Pringle  of  Vair,  aftcrwanls  M.P.  for  Selkirkshire-,  ami  -■-.   Lord 
of  the  Treasury  in  Sir  Robert  Peel's  ministrv. 

-  Archibald  Alison,  author  of  the  History  of  Europe. 

-  John  Hope,  afterwards  Lord  lu.^ticc-Clerk. 
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The  Chief  Baron  died  on  the  17tli  of  June  ISI!);  and 
young  Robert  Dundas  succeeded  to  tlie  estate  of  Arnislon. 

The  county  of  ^lidlothian  at  this  time  liad  a  regiment  of 
Yeomanry  C'avah-y  of  wliose  efficiency  it  uas  pi-oud.  Sir 
AValter  Scott  had  once  ])een  an  active  niendier  of  tlie  Kdin- 
burgli  troop.  Jxoberl  Dundas  was  now  Captain  of  tlie  Dalkeitli 
troop,  and  devoted  to  liis  regimental  \\oi-k.  In  tlie  vear  IS.'iO, 
the  regiment  was  called  out,  and  marched,  in  the  middle  of  a 
winter  niglit,  to  the  \\est  of  Scothuul  to  take  })art  v.ilh  thi- 
regidar  and  xoliinleer  forces  in  maintaining  order.  That  year 
was  a  season  (huing  which  the  sjnrit  of  disaifeclion,  for  some 
time  prevalent  throughout  Great  Ih'itain,  had  become  tlu-eaten- 
ing  to  tlie  peace  of  the  countrv.  \  igorous  measures  liad  to 
be  taken  for  keeping  the  restless,  and  jiai-tially  armed  mobs 
within  bounds.  At  Glasgow  it  was  necessar^'  to  ket-p  the 
regular  troo})s  ready  for  instant  action,  antl  to  call  to  their 
assistance  the  yeomanry  of  the  neighbouring  counlies.  It  was 
a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  ]Mr.  Dundas  that  he  was  unable  to 
accompany  his  regiment  to  the  west.  In  a  letter  to  him  from 
his  friend  Alexander  Pringle  of  Yair,  tiie  experiences  of  the 
veoinanrv  are  narrated  : — 


Mr.  Pringle  to  Rodert  Dundas. 

Glasgow,  I'ues Jay  morn.,  Afril  \i,  i'620. 
Mv  DEAR  DixnA.s, — Since  you  are  denied  the  pleasure  of  a 
visit  to  the  land  of  Radicals,  I  knoAv  you  will  like  to  hear  wliat 
we  are  about.  1  can  only  say  that  we  lead  a  life  of  constant  un- 
certainty and  ex])ectation,  which  is  abinulantly  interestinii',  and  1 
wish  much  you  were  with  us,  for  I  am  sure  you  would  enjoy  it. 
A  few  days  a^o  1  envied  you  the  near  prospect  of  }our  m.u-eii,  but 
now  I  lune  the  advanta<rc  of  being  in  the  midst  of  duty,  anil  well 
and  able  for  it.  ]>  cry  day,  or  rather  every  ni^lit,  brings  some 
new  event,  and  we  are  kept  constantly  t)n  the  alert.  To  i;i\e  you 
some  idea  of  it  :  last  ni<T;ht  two  parties  of  our  troop  were  roused 
out  of  bed  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  one  is  just  retuiiued  alter 
a  march  halfway  to  Paisley,  to  attack  a  house  where  there  was 
information  of  a  couuuittee  of  Radicals  sittimi,'.  \\'heu  they  arrived. 
the  committee  had  decamped,  and  left  the  door  locked,  which  Home 
forced  with  his  pistol.  They  only  got  one  man  and  a  few  papers. 
The   other  party  has   n<jt   returned   yet.      Besides  these  we  base  a 
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piccjiiet  of  20  constantly  on  fluty,  ■with  as  many  of  the  hussars  ami 
of  the  (ilasgow  troop.  So  you  sec  >ve  never  know  ^hat  Ave  have 
to  do  the  next  hour.  There  is  a  report  to-day  of  somethino- 
Inning  Jiaj)j)ened  at  Hamilton,  but  \vc  ha\  e  no  particulars.  The 
numbers  taken  up  no\s-  are  innnense,  and  the  lawyers  are  all  very 
busy  at  the  Star.  I  am  living  in  capital  (piarters,  a  guest  of  the 
Lord  Provost.  We  had  a  letter  this  morning  from  Lord  Sidmouth 
offering  a  reward  of  £.')00  for  the  discovery  of  the  authors  of  the 
April  })laeard.^  I  have  just  seen  a  letter  from  Orcenock  with 
some  p;n  Mculars  of  the  row  there,  of  Mhich  you  must  have  seen 
an  account  in  the  newspajK-rs.  The  Volunteers  at  first  fired  over 
the  heads  of  the  mob,  -which  only  incensed  them.  At  the  second 
fire  their  oflicer  told  them  to  level  low.  and  the  consequence  was 
that  t!ie  persons  shot  Aveie  some  of  the  very  worst.  It  is  ascer- 
tained that  there  Mere  among  them  m;niy  Radical  incendiaries 
from  Paisley.  Of  the  nine  who  are  dead,  seven  are  known  to 
have  been  itiaarals  siijets,  and  the  other  two  nobody  will  own,  so  it 
is  supposed  that  they  are  stranger  incendiaries.  The  only  other 
troop  of  yeomanry  here  now  are  the  Glasgow  ;  those  of  Ayr&hire 
-and  Dumbartonshire  are  sent  home.  In  every  village  of  import- 
ance there  are  some  quartered.  Sir  C.  Lockhart's  and  Sir 
Samuel  wStirling's  are  at  Hamilton,  Shawfield's  at  Airdrie,  etc.  I 
miderstand  that  those  still  out  are  the  Lanarkshire,  Stirlingshire, 
Clac.kmainianshire,  Linlithgowshire,  and  our  own.  All  your  ac- 
quaintances here  are  well,  and  in  constant  sjiirits.  Such  as  had 
colds,  etc.,  sore  throats,  etc.,  recovered  in  the  night  marches. 
They  had  very  hard  work  indeed  till  they  came  here.  I  have 
time  at  piesent  for  no  more,  but  that  I  remain,  dear  Dundas, — 
Your  sincere  friend,  Ar.KX.  Rijixoi.e. 


Tlie  most  serious  event  of  wjiat  was  kn(n\n  as  tlie  J^adical 
War,  had  taken  place  six  days  liefore  the  date  of  this  letter. 
Tlicre  had  actually  been  a  skirmish  at  IJonnvmuir  in  Stirling- 
.shire,  betv,-een  a  band  of  the  nusguided  men  wjio  iniagineil 
tiiey  could  obtain  llelonn  by  force  of  arms,  and  a  trooj)  of  the 
Stirlingshire  Yeomanry.  Shots  were  fired.  Several  men  were 
wounded.  Ultimately  twenty-four  ])crsons  were  found  guilty 
of  lu'gh  treason,  and  sentenced  to  deatli.      Onlv  three,  however, 

^  A  placard  which  was  po>ted  up  in  the  streets  of  Glasgow,  r.-^.i-ley,  and 
other  places  iu  the  we.st  of  Scutlaml,  calling  on  all  persons  to  stop  work,  on  and 
after  the  1st  of  April,  and  "  attend  wholly  to  the  recovery  of  their  rii^hts." 
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were  executed;  and  thi^se  ^\eI•e  the  last  treason  trials  wliieli 
have  taken  jilaee  in  Scotlanth 

On  the  Uiih  of  J)eee)nher  LS!^0,  My.  l)un(his  was  ealkd  to 
the  Seottisli  ]?ar,  witli  tlie  intention  of  iollo\\ing  in  the  foot- 
steps of  so  many  <iener;ili()ns  of  his  family  wlio  liad  made  tiie 
Scottish  ^]:\r  their  hrst  stei)  in  political  life.  His  abilities 
peculiarly  suited  liim  for  such  a  caret-r.  It  was  one  in  which 
he  took  a  keen  interest,  and  the  political  iniiuence  of  Ids 
fa)nily  was  still  stroni;-  enouuh  to  en>ure  him  a  fa\c)ui-al)le  stait 
in  the  rac-e  he  was  anxious  to  lun. 

'I'hc  ]-eprL -entation  of  ^liillothian  in  Parliament  had  been 
enjoveil  bv  so  n\anv  members  oi"  the  Dundas  family  as  to  make 
it  seem  a  sort  of  hercditai-y  seat.  ])y  the  tleath  of  the  tirst 
\'iseount  Melville  in  LSll  a.  vacancy  wa.s  caused  in  the  county, 
and  Sir  George  Clerk  ^  of  IVnicuik  Mas  elected  in  ])lace  of  the 
Honourable  llobert  Dundas,  who  succeeded  liis  fatlier  as  second 
\  iscount  Melville.  A  better  choice  could  not  have  been  made: 
Sir  Geor^-e  was  one  of  the  lar^-est  lamlowners  in  the  county, 
and  a  man.  as  was  shown  by  his  subsecpient  career,  in  every 
way  svutetl  to  the  })ost.  Ihit  at  Arniston  and  at  IMelville  he 
was  looked  upon  as  a  sort  of  sti){)-oa]).  ^shose  duty  it  woidd  be 
to  make  way  whenevei-  the  family  might  reipn're  the  seat,  and 
tins  feeling  was  by  no  means  confined  to  the  family,  for  many 
of  the  county  gentlemen  were  desirous  of  seeing  ^Midlothian 
represented  as  it  liad  so  long  been.  Soon  after  he  returned 
home  from  his  foreign  tour,  the  Lord  .\d\ocate"-  spoke  to 
Jlobert  Dundas  on  the  subject,  and  told  him  tliat  although  he 
and  the  ])rincipal  freehoklers  had  liitherto  su])ported  Sir  (ieorge 
Clerk,  they  nevertheless  meant  to  withdraw  tlieir  votes  as  soon 
as  lie  should  come  for\\'ard  as  a  candiilate.  'JdiC  Lord,  .\dvocate 
added  that  lie  and  several  of  tlie  princip;il  ])eople  of  the  county 
meant  to  inform  Sir  (leorge  of  their  iletermination.  Li  report- 
ing this  eoiiversation  to  his  uncle  Lord  ^Klville  (Maieli  L5, 
LS19).  RobiM-t  Dundas  adds  his  own  views  upon  the  imjjolicy 
of  his  ]»ledging  liiniself  t/ir/i,  as  to  what  stejis  he  might  take  six 

'  Sir  George  Clerk,  si.\lh  I!an>nct  of  Penicuik.  Represented  the  cnnity  of 
Midloihirtn  in  Parliament,  and  siib.se(|uently  the  boroughs  of  Stamford  and  Dover. 
After  titling  various  sulnirdinate  offices  he  was  ajipointed  Master  of  the  Mint,  and 
Vice-I're,->ident  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  a  I'rivy  Councillor  in  1845.  Sir 
George  died  in  1867, 

'-'  Mr.  Alexander  Macoiiochie,  afterwanls  tlio  second  Lord  Meadowbank. 
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or  seven  years  Iiodcc  ;  addinji;  thai  if  ever  llie  train  (*f  e\eiils 
and  tlie  wishes  of  his  iViends  slioidd  lead  liini  to  stand  for  Ihe 
county,  he  would  eonie  forw.ird  fairly  and  ()})enly  ;uid  tell  Sii- 
George  he  meant  to  disjjnte  the  iield  with  him,  but  until  that 
time  should  arri\e  he  w oukl  have  nothing  to  do  \\i[\\  the  matter. 
In  reply,  Lord  Mehille  \\  rites  : — 

"An.NHRALTV,  20  .V(!;r/i  1S19. 

"  1  do  not  recollect  to  have  received  any  similar  communication 
with  more  pleasure  than  your  letter  of  March  15;  the  good  sense 
and  proper  feeling  which  })ervade  e\ery  line  of  it  Avere  very 
gratifying  to  me,  and  it  is  scarcely  necessar}  for  me  to  add,  that 
I  entirely  concur  in  Aour  views  of  the  subject  to  which  it  relate^. 

'■■'it  vould  have  been  quite  unnecessary  to  announce  to  Sir 
George  Clerk  that  when  he  was  elected  for  Midlothian  there  was  no 
pledge  either  expressed  or  implied  that  those  Avho  sup})orted  him 
were  bound  to  him  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  "Whenever  a  dissolu- 
tion of  Parliament  shall  take  place,  j'ou  will  be  at  full  liberty  to 
come  forwai-d  if  you  choose  it,  and  if  it  shall  be  in  other  respects 
convenient  or  agreeable  to  you,  and  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  find 
the  county  as  well  d.is})osed  to  yourself,  as  they  have  been  for  a 
century  ])ast  to  others  of  your  family  who  have  gone  before  you." 

On  the  9th  of  April  1S.'22  R(.l)ert  Dundas  married  Lilias, 
(laughter  of  Colonel  Durham  Calderwood  of  Polton,  a  descfn- 
daut  of  the  famous  Sir  Thomas  Hope,  Lord  Advocate  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  I'irst,  and  also  of  Sir  James  Stewart  ol' 
Goodtrees,  Loi-d  Advocate  to  King  A\'illiam  and  (^)ueen  Anne. 
M]-s.  Dundas  notes  in  hei'  iliarv,  ".\))ril  9th.  went  to  diimer  at 
Polton.  After  dinner,  llobert  and  !Miss  Durham  were  nuu-rietl, 
and  went  to  Arnisti>n." 

Two  years  later,  in  lSf24,  he  obtained  his  first  pronu>tion 
at  the  ]Jar,  being  a|)pointed  Aii\ocate-De])ute  in  room  of  his 
friend  John  Hope,  who  became  Solicitor-General. 

The  second  Lord  ^Melville,  who  held  the  olHee  of  first  Loril 
of  the  Admiralty  in  Lord  Liver])oors  Administration,  was  at 
this  time  the  Scottish  ^Manager.  "  The  rise,"  Siiys  Lord  Cock- 
burn,  ''of  liobert  Dumlas,  Lord  Melville's  son,  was  an  im])or- 
tant  event  for  Ids  ])arty ;  for,  without  his  father's  force,  or 
power  of  debate,  or  connnanding  station,  he  hail  fully  as  much 
good  sense,  excellent  busiue.ss  habits,  great  moderation,  and  as 
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imicli  camloiir  as,  1  sujjjiose,  a  })artv  leader  can  ])raeli.se.'"  The 
first  syni])totns  tliat  his  iiiHiience  was  \vanin<>-  were  seen  in  1S.'2(), 
wlien  tlie  Governmenl,  alanucc!  hy  the  conmiereial  crisis  of  the 
]>rL'\i()iis  year,  re>()l\eil  to  bring  in  a  ])ill  to  jn'e\'ent  tlic  i^-ue 
of  bank-notes  for  a  smaller  amount  than  io.  In  Scotlau!, 
where  a  o-j-casy  A.'l  note  was  i'eeei\ecl  with  greater  contitK  nee 
than  a  brand  new  sovei'eign  or  a  ci-is[)  lluik  of  iMigland  "'  liver,' 
this  ])ro])osal  was  most  unjiopular.  Mr.  Dowiiie  of  A])pin, 
member  for  tlie  Stirling  burgl's,  gave  a  signilicant  answei'  wlien 
Mr.  Canning  asked  him  if  the  one-pound  notes  were  not  \ery 
dirty.  "'Nerv,''  lie  said,  ""and  if  vou  meddle  with  them,  vou  11 
foul  your  fingers." 

Lord  ]\relville  su})j)orted  the  obnoxious  nieasure,  andi  was 
roimdly  abused  for  doing  so.  15ut  the  measure  might  have 
become  law  had  not  Sir  \\' alter  Scoit,  one  evening  in  February, 
suddenly  thought  of  tnkhig  np  the  cudgels  against  the  Govern- 
ment. "I  am  horril)ly  tempted,"' he  writes  in  his  diary, '"  to 
interfere  in  this  business  oi'  altering  the  system  of  banks  in 
Scotland."  Next  morning,  the  ]8th  of  Febi-uary,  he  set  to 
work;  and  on  the  following  day 'the  tir>t  letter  of  Madaclii 
Malagrowther  was  jinished.  A  second  and  a  third  followed. 
As  is  well  known,  these  famous  letters  cre.ited  an  enormous 
sensation.  They  appeared  in  the  Ed'iiihur<j^]i  Wccldii  Juiinml 
ill  rebruary  and  Mairh,  and  were  often  quoted  during  the 
discussions  which  afterwards  took  place  in  Parliament.  Hie 
proposed  measure  was,  so  far  as  Scotland  was  concernet!,  aban- 
doned ;  and  the  fact  that  the  Scottish  banks  retained,  the 
privilege  of  issuing  X']  notes  was  universally  saiil  to  be  tiie 
work  of  Sir  AValter  Scott. 

'^J"'he  Government  was  >ei-iou^lv  annoved.  "The  Ministers, 
Lockhart  wrote  to  Sir  AN'aller, '•  are  sore  beyonil  imagination 
at  present  ;  and  some  of  tliem,  I  hear,  have  felt  this  new  w  hij) 
on  the  raw-  t(»  some  purpose.''  No  one  was  angrier  tlian  Ford 
Mehille.  "Sir  ]^)bert  Dundas,"  Scott  writes  in  hi<  (hary, 
"to-day  put  into  my  IkukIs  a  letter  of  between  twenty  and 
forty  }iages,  in  angry  and  bitter  re))i-obation  of  ^bilachi,  full  ol 
general  averments,  and  very  untenable  alignments,  ail  \Mitten 
at  me  bv  name,  but  of  which  I  am  to  have  no  coj)y,  and  wjiiih 
is  to  be  circulated  to  other  special  Iriends,  to  whom  it  may  be 
necessary  to  '  i>ive  the   sign  to  hate."     I  got    it   at   two  o'clock. 
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aiul  ]-eturiu'c]  it  ^\ith  ;in  answer  four  lioiirs  afterwards,  in  \vliicli 
I  liave  stnclied  not  to  he  teniptetl  into  eithe)*  sarcastic  or  liaisli 
ex]')re>si()ns."' 

Among  the  j)a}>ers  at  Arniston  are  ]>ord  ^Melville's  letter 
written  iif  Sir  \^'alter  Scott,  and  Sir  ^^'alter''s  replv  tli)-oui;li  Sir 
Kobert  Dundas  : — 


Luun  Melville  la  Sir  Rouert  Duxdas. 

Private.  ADMIRALTY,  6  March  1S26. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, — I  received  in  due  course  your  letter  ef  the 
10th  ultu.,  will)  its  enelosuve,  r.nd  1  have  since  seen  various  apj)li- 
cations  from  otlier  clerks  in  tlie  Law  Departments  in  Scotland  for 
increase  of  salary.  I  ho})e  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  will  be  in- 
creasedj  and  at  any  rale  1  shall  use  my  best  endeavours  for  that 
purpose^  beeause  I  think  it  o'l  great  importance  to  the  respecta- 
bility of  the  Bench  in  Scotland^  as  well  as  in  England,  that  the 
salaries  of  the  Judges  should  be  to  such  an  amount  as  will  induce 
well-employed  corapetent  hn\yers  to  acce})t  the  situation.  Since 
the  salaries  of  the  Judges  in  Scotland  were  fixed  on  their  jiresent 
footing,  the  emoluments  of  the  Bar,  as  I  am  informed,  and  indeed 
know  to  be  true,  have  increased  out  of  all  proportion.  With 
regard  to  the  Clerks  of  Session  and  sundry  other  and  inferior 
clerks,  and  even  judges  (the  commissaries  for  instance),  there  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  the  slightest  ground  for  any  such  increase, 
and  if  my  opinion  is  asked,  1  shall  give  it  accordingly.  There  is 
no  lack  of  candidates  for  those  situations,  and  of  the  first  abilities, 
or  at  least  fully  adequate  to  the  duties  they  have  to  perform. 

Jn  your  same  Utter  of  the  10th  ulto.  you  advert  to  the  question 
of  the  Paper  Currency  in  Scotland,  and  you  state,  as  others  have 
since  done,  that  the  introducing  a  metallic  circulation  into  that 
country  in  lieu  of  their  small  notes  would  tie  injurious  to  its 
interests.  I  cannot  jn-etend  to  any  great  depth  of  knowledge  on 
that  subject,  but  it  is  not  new  to  me  as  far  as  regards  Scotland, 
and  I  have  no  difticulty  in  saying  that  my  o{)inion  has  long  been 
at  variance  with  that  doctrine.  It  has  appeared  to  me  for  several 
years  that  the  extent  and  facility  of  banking  credit  in  that  country 
and  the  speculations  of  all  kinds,  agricultural,  commercial,  and 
manufacturing,  to  which  it  has  given  rise,  are  hollow  and  unsafe. 
It  is  true,  as  you  state,  and  for  reasons  which  you  assign,  that  tiie 
banks  in  Scotland  as  a  body,  are  more  solid  and  more  v.cn-thy  of 
confidence  than  is  generally  the  case  in  England;  but  if  they  had 
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not  liithcrto  been,  and  Avere  not  still,  in  an  im])lic(l  le.iaue  to 
support  each  oIIkt,  I  do  not  believe  that  they  could  Vvith  justice 
have  been  bo  nuich  extnlled  for  tlieir  solidity.  I  know  a  few 
anecdotes  on  that  subject  ^vhich  would  sound  ominously  if  pub- 
lished to  the  -world,  and  I  am  confident  that  for  their  own  sakes 
they  had  better  not  ])rovoke  too  much  probing-  of  the  system. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  can  be  no  question  that  as  far  as  regards 
the  granting  of  cash  en  dits.  anything  which  -would  suddenly 
derange  that  system  would  not  only  be  injurious  to  Scotland  now, 
but  would  affect  her  permanently  if  it  is  (as  they  assert)  necessarily 
interwoven  with  the  ])ower  of  issuing  notes  under  £5.  I  sav 
nothing  so  much  of  the  banking  .system  as  relates  to  the  dis- 
counting of  bills  or  to  deposits,  as  these  branches  are  connnoii  to 
all  bankers  in  this  kingdom  as  well  as  elsewhere,  except  that  the 
allowing  of  interest  on  deposits  is  not  peculiar  to  Scotland,  but  is 
conmion  in  P^ngland,  independently  of  any  circulaticju  of  small 
notes.  Sundry  delegates  from  the  Scotch  banks  ha\e  recently 
come  to  London,  and  if  they  can  make  out  that  the  abolition  of 
small  notes  will  necessarily  and  una\oida!)ly  have  the  eifect  of 
putting  down  altogether  the  system  of  cash  credits,  1  think  they 
will  establi.sh  a  case  which  will  call,  for  a  different  course  to  be 
adopted  in  Scotland  from  what  is  contemplated  for  England.  I 
am  by  no  means  satisfied  from  anything  I  ha\e  yet  heard,  that 
such  a  consequence  -would  follow,  even  at  Glasgow  and  otiier 
manufacturing  districts  where  small  notes  (or  sovereii;-ns)  are 
required  for  the  payment  of  their  workmen,  and  still  less  do  1 
believe  that  it  would  follow  in  the  eastern  parts  of  Scotland. 
where  the  notes  of  £5  and  £,^,  r>s.  would  to  a  considerable  extent 
supply  the  place  of  small  notes.  I  have  heard  and  belie\<.'  that  a 
much  greater  proportion  of  the  IJoyal  l^ank  circulation  fA\  liieh  is 
considerable  in  Glasgow)  is  in  small  notes,  than  of  Sir  \\'illiam 
Forbes'  House,  which  is  chiefly  at  P^dinburgh  and  the  neighbour- 
hig  counties. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  real  state  of  the  case  in  that  re•^])ef■t. 
-vou  will  observe  that  I  have  herein  atlverted  to  Scotch  cuncern-- 
only  ;  thouuh  there  is  Jinother  part  of  the  subject  equally  deserxing 
of  ccnisideration,  viz.,  liow  E.ngland  may  be  affected.  And  here  1 
cannot  Iielp  reminding  you  of  the  profound  and  total  silence  of 
every  resolution  and  ])etiti<m  on  this  point  ;  the  peopk  of  North 
Britain  ^\  ho  have  latel}-  come  forward  have  either  overlooked  it 
altogether,  or  have  thought,  as  a  matter  of  course,  th.it  F.ngl;ind 
was  bound  to  submit  to  every  inconvenience  and  los^  which 
Scotland  might  think  lit   to  imj)os<.-   upon  her.      I   presume   it  -vvill 
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not  br  cleiiicd  tluit  ;i  pressure  on  the  money  market,  or  any  roni- 
niercial  dilliculty,  is  likely  to  affect  both  countries  at  once,  and 
not  one  exclusive  of  the  other.  If  that  is  the  case,  and  su])})osin^; 
England  to  liave  a  considerable  o-ojd  circulation,  and  Scotland 
none,  it  is  (juite  clear  that  whenever  such  pressure  ai-ises.  Scotland 
must  depend,  and  be  a  dead  Aveight  upon  England,  for  whatever 
gold  coin  she  m;iy  re(juire  over  and  above  what  she  ought  to  have, 
and  what  she  would  have  if  her  small  notes  were  extinguished. 
This  incon\enience  is  unini))ortant  in  ordinary  times,  but  at 
pinching  periods  it  might  be  most  serious,  and  it  would  affect  the 
money  market  much  beyond  the  difference  betv.eor.  tlie  ordinary 
metallic  circulation  of  England  and  of  Scotland.  If  the  banking 
delegates  from  the  north  can  point  out  anv  mode  bv  which 
England  can  be  protected  from  such  an  invasion  on  her  circulation, 
they  will  undoubtedly  remo\  e  one  of  the  olijections  to  a  continu- 
ance of  small  notes  in  .Scotland. 

1  have  perused  within  tliese  few  days  two  letters  in  the 
newspa))ers  from  a  certain  Mr.  Malachi  Malagrowther,  and  1 
should  not  nov.  have  mentimied  them  if  1  had  not  heaixl  with 
sincere  regret  tliat  they  are  from  the  pen  of  Sir  \Valter  Scott.  1 
knov,-  the  ]:eo]">1e  of  Scotland  as  well  as  he  does,  and  I  also  know 
full  well  how  they  ought  to  be  dealt  with  ;  and  I  am  much  mis- 
taken if  the  period  is  far  distant  (if  it  has  not  already  arrived) 
when  every  person  in  that  country,  whose  good  opinion  he  would 
most  wi.'h  to  cultivate,  will  not  join  with  me  in  condemning,  on 
public  grounds  (I  will  not  condescend  to  advert  to  private  feelings), 
the  style  and  tone  of  those  letters.  1  do  not  quarrel  with  his 
opinions  on  the  Scotch  banking  system  and  paper  currencv  :  manv 
of  his  observations  and  arguments  on  those  matters  are  verv  nnich 
to  the  purpose,  and  deserving  of  great  consideration,  and  if  they 
are  not  altogether  new  or  original,  it  would  be  very  uiu-easonable 
to  find  fault  with  him  merely  on  that  account.  But  I  do  quarrel 
with  him,  first  for  the  inflammatory  tendencv  of  his  letters, 
secondly  for  the  gross  misrepresentations  which  are  to  be  founil 
in  every  })aragra])h,  and  almost  in  every  line  of  them,  e\ce})t 
where  he  discusses  exclusively  the  professed  subjects  of  the 
letters;  and  tliirdly  for  his  insulting  taunts  and  unfouiuled  attacks 
on  the  present  Government. 

Before  adverting  to  these  points  separately,  it  u'ay  be  worlli 
while  to  inquire  what  foundation  there  is  for  the  alh/gation,  not 
only  in  these  letters,  but  in  almost  all  the  resolutions  and  petitions 
which  I  ha\e  seen,  where  we  are  told  with  an  air  of  triunq)hant 
superiority,  that  llie  })ermission  to  issue  small  notes  has  existed  in 
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Scotland  iibovf  a  century,  uieaninp-  therein'  to  aj)])risc  the  unin- 
formed heges  (as  I  lunk'rsiand  tlie  matter)  that  Eni^land  has  not 
hud  the  same  happy  l'>t.  Now,  it  so  happens  that  with  the 
exception  ot' twenty  years.  \iz.,tV<)m  1777  to  1797,,  the  hnv  in  that 
respect  lias  been  comujon  to  both  countries  from  the  earlie-t 
periods  to  the  presoit  time  :  and  yet  (tt«  show  the  extraor(Hn;iry 
extent  of  misconcejition  on  that  ])oint)  no  less  a  person  than  Mr. 
Kirkman  Finlay  informs  us  in  a  set  of  resolutions  adojjted  by  the 
Merchant  Comjiany  at  Gla-^i;()w  that  '•  the  permission  to  EnL;'i;--h 
bank'<  as  to  the  i^sue  of  notes  imder  £'."i  is  of  verv  recent  oriirin. 
whereas  in  Scotland  it  existed  before  the  Union.''  etc.  I  tru-~t 
that  the  Government  wliose  proceedings  are  animadverted  upon 
by  Messrs.  Malagrowther.  Finlay.  and  others,  are  not  so  ignorant 
of  the  lav.b  and  liistory  of  their  country  on  these  matters  as  their 
said  assaihijits. 

But  to  return  to  Mr.  ^hdachi's  letters.  I  am  ])ersuaded  you 
>\ill  agree  with  me  that  1  am  fully  justified  (on  the  first  point)  in 
stating  that  they  are  of  an  inflammatory  tendency,  and  it  is  cHfHeult 
to  conceive  that  such  Avas  not  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the 
writer.  The  questions  as  to  paper  curreiicy,  or  the  advantages  or 
otiienvise,  of  a  metallic  circulation,  do  not  belong  exclusi\ely  to 
Scotland,  or  to  Inigland,  or  to  France,  or  to  am-  other  country, 
and  therefore  tlie  attempts  to  persuade  uninformed  persons  on  the 
nortli  side  of  the  Tweed  that  these  questions  are  part  and  parcel 
of  the  ancient  and  fundamental  laws  of  Scotland,  and  that  the 
meddling  with  them  by  the  Imperial  Parliament,  or  with  anything: 
that  could  possibly  affect  ''cash  credits."  Avould  be  a  violation  of 
the  articles  of  the  Union,  is  so  pre})osterous,  that  it  is  im})ossibIe 
to  receive  these  remarks  as  arguments  addressed  to  reason  arul 
common  sense:  they  are  directed  to  the  })assions  of  the  ignoiant 
and  the  illiterate.  I  little  thought,  if  Sir  Walter  Seott  is  really 
the  author  of  these  letters,  tiiat  he  would  ever  have  been  fuuiul  t<» 
be  dabbling  in  such  an  impure  stream.  The  honest  claymore  to 
which  he  appeals  hid  but  one  i:{\g:<^  :  jiopular  inflammation  is  a 
two-edged  weapon,  and  is  seldom  resorted  to  by  those  who  really 
wish  well  to  their  country. 

On  my  second  head  of  charge,  the  plentiful  crop  of  misrepre- 
sentation which  may  be  gathered  in  these  letters.  I  really  know 
not  where  to  begin  with  instances,  and  still  less  where  to  end  with 
them,  unless  I  were  to  copy  and  animadvert  upon  e\erv  separate 
paragraph  of  the  letters.  Almost  all  that  is  stated  as  to  th.e 
changes  in  the  jurisprudence,  .•nid  in  the  reven.ue  system  of  Scot- 
land, and  in  the  motives  of  those  who  originated  or  acquiesced   in 
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those  charges^,  is,  to  my  ccilain  knoAvledgf,  absolutrl)  uiitruf. 
Even  in  minor  instances,  and  which  he  professes  only  to  cjuote  a-^ 
proofs  of  a  contemptuous  aniitn.is  towards  Scothnul  in  recent  veavs, 
he  is  equally  at  variance  with  the  fact.  For  instance  (to  l)eoin 
from  my  own  shop),  l;c  tells  us  that  "till  of  late,  tliere  was 
always  an  Admiral  on  the  Scotch  Station."  1  never  hc-ird  of  an 
Admiral  on  that  Station  till  after  the  renewal  of  the  war  in  180;;, 
and  Mr.  Malachi's  memory,  if  lie  is  as  old  as  Sir  Waller  a.nd  I. 
must  have  told  him  so.  The  assertion  T  believe  to  be  wholly 
unfounded,  and  /  am  the  oidy  jierson  who  ever  left  an  Admiral 
there  during  peace,  and  I  only  ^^-ithdrew  him  v.hen  the  Uevenu^■ 
Cruisers  were  taken  froni  under  our  orders.  Again,  we  are  told 
"  that  till  of  late  years  there  was  always  a  Commander-in-Chief, 
with  a  Lieutenant-Cieneral  and  two  Major-Generals  under  him." 
I  bclie\e  this  asserlion  to  have  as  nnich  foundation  as  the  other, 
as  far  as  relates  to  ])eriods  of  peace;  and  I  observe  in  a  Scotch, 
Almanac  of  17S.'3,  when  the  Avar  was  scarcely  ended,  and  before 
the  Definitive  Treaty  was  signed,  that  the  Scotch  staff"  then 
consisted  of  two  (renerals,  viz.,  Mackay  and  Skene.  The  next 
instance,  as  to  the  Scottish  Yeomanry  (for  he  alludes  to  then} 
exclusively)  having  beoi  deprived  of  their  allowances,  is.  I  be- 
lieve, equally  untrue,  with  the  additional  demerit  of  being  ver}' 
mischievous.  I  understand,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Yeomanry 
Allowances  have  lately  been  increased.  Mr.  Malachi  savs  tiulv 
that  these  instances  are  perhajjs  trifling,  but  he  adds  that  thev 
display  the  animus  towards  Scotland.  I  am  not  conscious  of  being 
prone  to  ascribe  improper  motives  to  any  person,  esjiecially  to 
one  for  v.hom  I  have  felt  an  atfectionate  regard  ;  but  rcallv  if 
Mr.  Malachi  had  only  the  (nihiiii.s  of  misrepresentation,  it  would 
be  tlilficidt  for  him  to  stumble  on  a  more  unfortunate  collection 
of  assertions  than  are  to  be  found  in  those  lettei's,  always  ex- 
cepting where  he  is  discussing  only  his  pro[)er  questions  of  banks 
and  currency.  Perhaps  it  might  only  be  intended  as  a  correct 
representtition  of  the  Malagrowther  character,  in  like  manner 
as  a  very  honest  gentleman  may  without  offence,  or  mw  impu- 
tation on  his  morality,  go  to  a  masquerade  in  the  character  of 
a  highwayman.  If  that  is  the  case,  I  shall  regret  ha\  ing  mis- 
conceived Mr.  Malachi's  meaning  aiul  intention ;  but  I  must,  in 
that  event,  be  permitted  to  remark  that  in  these  letters  the  part 
is  greatly  over-acted. 

These  last  observations  apply  etpially  to  my  third  head  of 
charge,  viz.,  his  unfounded  attacks  on  the  present  (iovernment. 
He    a.ssunies,    or    rather    asserts    broadly,    that    the    intention    to 
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abolish  siaall  Jiotes  in  Scotland  was  entertained  by  the  Gdvernmont 
on  the  sole  oiounc!  of  establishing  a  system  of  uniformit\-  with 
]i,ngland,  and  noi  v.itii  any  view  to  the  advantage  of  Scotlajid  ; 
and  also  that  the  resolution  having  been  adopted  to  make  it 
simultaneous  with  England,  or  at  the  end  of  six  months,  such 
resolution  had  suljsequently  been  abandoned,  and  the  jicriod 
extended  to  six  years,  therein  manifesting  a  •'temporising  and 
unmanly  vacillation."  Possessing,  as  you  will  readily  believe,  full 
knowledge  as  to  everything  that  has  been  done,  or  intended  to 
be  done,  by  the  Government  on  those  several  points,  1  deny  llatlv 
and  unequivocally  that  tliere  is  the  slightest  foundation  foi'  .-mv 
of  the  above  assertions  or  insinuations;  thev  are  wholh  and 
absolutely  untrue.  Our  first  imjiression  was  to  leave  Scotland 
untouched,  and  to  com])rehend  in  the  measure  onlv  England  and 
Ireland.  On  further  discussion  at  a  subsequent  ])eriod,  and  after 
the  receipt  of  information  of  which  some  amongst  us  had  not 
before  been  in  jiossesoion,  it  was  judged  ad\isable  to  include 
Scotland— not  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  which  no  one  ever 
dreamt  of  as  a  reason  for  such  a  clunige,  but  because  it  v,  as 
thought  for  the  permanent  interest  of  thai  country,  though  it  was 
deemed  to  be  inex})edient  tliat  it  should  take  effect  there  as  soon 
as  in  England,  or  at  an  earlier  jieriod  than  six  or  seven  years.  Such 
are  tlie  real  facts,  and  1  need  not  point  out  to  you  how  totally  at 
variance  they  are  with  the  assertions  of  the  Malagrowther.  Our 
decision  may  have  been  wise  or  the  reverse  ;  but  here  again  a 
course  was  adopted  the  more  etiectually  to  guard  against  the  risk 
or  the  evil  effects  of  its  having  been  erroneous.  I  wrote  myself 
rejieatedly  to  request  that  some  well-informed  gentlemen  from 
the  different  Ijanks  might  come  to  London  in  order  to  afford  the 
fullest  information  on  the  subject,  because  it  might  \  cry  well 
happen  that  in  legislating  on  a  measure  of  that  descrij)tion  \arious 
details  v.hich  might  be  applicable  to  one  })art  of  the  kingdom 
might  be  inapplicable  and  injurious  to  the  others,  and  in  the 
meantime  everything  relating  to  the  Scotch  question  (and  indeed 
the  Irhh  also)  was  suspended.  These  gentlemen  are  n(i\\-  come  to 
London,  and  I  presume  that  in  a  few  days,  or  at  least  an  early  period, 
proper  opj^ortunilies  will  be  atlbrded  to  them  of  explaining  at  full 
length  everything  they  may  think  fit  to  urge  upon  the  que-ition. 

I  have  now  performed  a  task  painful  from  deeply  rooted  feel- 
ings t>f  regard  and  attachment  to  the  individual  whose  assertions 
I  have  been  compelled  to  notice,  but  /li.s  name  having  been  osten- 
tatiously put  fortii  on  the  occasion,  it  has  been,  impossible  for  me 
to  avoid   dealing  with   these  assertions  as  they  really  deserve.      I 
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must  rfqiiest  that  you  will  communicate  this  letter  ///  ciici/.w  to 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  the  same  if  you 
chase  to  an}'  others  of  my  }>rivate  friends,  only  takin^-  care  that 
no  copies  of  it  are  taken. —  1  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

(Signed)  Melville. 

Sir  Kobt.  Dundas,  Bart. 


Sir  Waltkh  Scott  io  Sin  Uodkut  Dlndas. 

My  dear  Sir  Robert, — 1  return  you  Lord  Melville's  letter, 
and  as  it  is  chiefly  intended  for  my  jierusal,  I  am  under  the  neces- 
-sity  of  addino;  a  few  observations. 

My  Lord  Melville  is  fully  entitled  to  niidervalue  my  arguments 
and  contravene  the  facts  which  I  have  aired.  Yery  possibly  the 
former  may  not  be  worth  minding-,  and  the  latter  in  some  degree 
incorrect,  though  1  believe  the  general  statement  will  be  found 
substantial. 

But  1  think  it  ha.rd  to  be  called  a  highwayman  for  taking  the 
field  on  this  occasion  when  (uxl  kn.ows  1  had  no  pergonal  booty  to 
hope  for.  I  think  I,ord  Melville  might  have  at  least  allowed  the 
credit  of  Don  (Quixote,  wlio  took  the  field  as  an  imaginary  righter 
of  wrongs. 

Twice  ill  mv  life  I  liave  volunteered  in  public  affairs.  Once 
iibout  twenty  years  ago  -when,  with  zeal  if  with  little  talent,  Avhen 
I  did  so  on  behalf  of  an  honoured  friend  and  ])atron.  By  doing 
so  I  oavc  great  offence  to  persons  then  high  in  oHice,  some  of 
whom  thought  it  worth  while  to  follow  np  the  debit  with  some- 
thing like  persecution,  insisting  that  I  should  be  sent  to  Coventry 
by  every  friend  I  had  connected  with  that  side  in  politics.  I  have 
never  regretted  that  I  did  this,  though  the  result  was  p;u!iful. 

1)1  the  present  case  the  concern,  which  as  an  individual  I  am 
bound  to  take  in  (he  welfare  of  my  country,  has  apj^eared  to  me 
to  dictate  another  interference  at  which,  to  say  truth.  I  did  expect 
from  the  beginning  some  of  my  great  friends  would  be  dis[)leased. 

I  cannot  complain  of  the  consecpiences  in  either  of  the  case-^. 
since  I  incur'd  the  ris(]ue  of  them  voluntarily.  But  I  tiiink  the 
motive  leading  me  to  a  line  of  conduct  Avhich  is  at  least  com})Ietely 
disinterested,  ought  to  have  been  considered. 

I  am  perfectlv  aware  that  the  ]i;unphlet  was  warndy  written, 
but  its  subject  was  warmly  felt,  and  1  would  not  term  a  l^Jister 
inflammatory  merely  because  it  awakened  the  patient. 

So  much  for  intention  and  manner  of  expression.  I  have  not 
the  vanitv  to   think   Lord    Melville  wished  me  to  enter  into  argu- 
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inent  on  tlie  MiliiccL  Were  J  to  do  so  \vitli  a  view  to  his  Lord- 
ship's private  inforniatioii,  I  could  sav  very  niuc-li  counseled  Avit'h 
matters  in  v.  hich  he  is  dccjily  interested  to  sliow  -vvliy  the  cour>-e 
1  have  taken  is  beiielieial  to  Scotland  and  to  his  Lordship  as  tlie 
guardian  of  lier  subjects.  Ijut  the  mode  in  which  his  Lordship 
has  intimated  liis  sentiments  renders  this  impnssil)]e. 

I  might,  I  think,  complain  tliat  so  long  a  letter  is  sent  for  tlu- 
purpose  of  being  shown  to  his  Lordship's  private  and  confidential 
friends,  and  is  not  to  be  copied — although  I  am  so  deeply  im))li- 
cated — or  even  a  copy  of  it  ])ermitted  to  remain  with  me,  the  person. 
al,  though  not  to  whom  the  wliole  is  written.  Most  of  thc>e 
individuals  must  in  oar  little  and  limited  circle  be  my  friends  al-o, 
and  it  seems  hard  thr.t  wh.ere  such  sharp  langu.igc  is  used  I  am  to 
be  deprived  of  the  usual  privilege  of  putting  myself  on  my  own 
defence,  and  that  before  such  a  s])ecial  jurv. 

The  circumstances  resjiecting  the  Naval  St.vtion  and  Military 
force  are  not  written  l>y  me  on  my  own  auth.ority,  for  I  know 
nothing  of  the  matter,  but  were  inserted  on  the  information  of  a 
personal  friend,  no  less  of  mine  than  of  Lord  Melville,  and  they 
really  are  not  founded  on  anvthing  of  much  imjiortance,  and  the 
general  statement  is  not  I  think  untested.  The  clubbery  of  our 
great  Officers  of  State  is  certainly  accurate.  The  facts  alluded  ti> 
by  Lord  Melville  respecting  so'.nething  like  insecurity  of  the  banks 
I  certainly  never  heard.  Rut  who  was  more  distressed  during  tiie 
changeful  events  of  the  last  war  than  the  Bank  of  England  }  And 
so  must  every  great  commercial  bodv  during  such  extraordinary 
circiunstances — it  is  not  for  such  but  for  the  ordinar\  state  of 
commerce  that  laws  are  made.  When  danirer  comes  according  to 
circumstances  Marslial  Law  is  jiroclainied.  The  Habeas  Corpus 
is  suspended,  and  the  issuing  of  specie-  from  the  baid-;  is  dispcnscti 
with.  But  these,  like  the  appointment  of  a  Dictator  in  Home,  on  thr 
dictates  of  stern  necessity.     Legislators  do  not  make  laws  for  tliem 

I  must  v^ith  Avhatever  jiain  to  myself  understand  the  circula- 
tion of  such  a  paper  without  any  copy  being  ])ermitted  as  a  genera.! 
annunciation  to  Lord  Melville's  friends  that  Malachi  is  u.nder  the 
ban  of  his  party.  I  am  not  surprised  that  Loi-d  Melville  parts 
lightly  witli  a  friendship  wln'cli,  h.owever  sincere,  cannot  be  of  any 
consequence  to  him.  He  caimot  ])i-event  me  from  continuing  the 
same  good  wishes  to  };im  Mliich  no  man  has  more  sincerely  enter- 
tained, and  which  no  endurance  of  his  resentment  can  alter. 

Other  times  may  come  before  Ave  are  either  of  us  elsewhere,  and 
he  will  find  \\'alter  Scott  just  -svhere  he  was,  v.ithout  any  feeling 
of  animositv.  but  with  the  same  recollection  of  former  kindness. 
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1  own  my  iiitcnlioii  icii^ardfd  the  present  questiiMi  )iiueli  k-ss 
than  to  try  if  it  avcix-  ])ossible  to  raise  Scotland  a  little  to  Ihe  ^ealc 
oi'  consicleratiou  iVoiii  ^\llich  she  has  greatly  sunk.  1  think  tliat 
John  Hume  mentions  that  Ilejiburn  of  Keith,  a  private  (>-entleman 
of  pleasant  manners  and  high  accomplishments,  \vas  regretted  by 
the  Whigs  as  having  induced  him  to  sacrifice  himself  to  a  \  ain  idea 
of  the  i]ide})endenee  of  Scotland.  With  less  to  sacrifice  and  much 
fewer  to  regret  nje,  1  have  made  the  sacrifice  probably  as  vainly. 
But  I  am  strongly  impre^scLJ  with  the  necessity  of  the  ease,  and 
I  knov,-  that  not  a  man  -will  s])eak  out,  but  one  who  like  myself  is 
at,  (il)orc  and  iicloir  consequences.  Scotland  is  fast  passing  under 
other  mariagement  ;nid  into  other  hands  than  I.ord  ^lelville's 
father  would  have  jiermitted.  In  poirits  of  abstract  discussion, 
quickness  of  reform,  etc.,  the  ^^'higs  are  assuming  an  absolute  and 
undisputed  authority.  Now  here  was  a  question  in  wiiich  the 
people  might  be  lakfu  absolutely  out  of  tlieir  demagogues,  anil 
instead  of  that  r.v.v  numlicrs  strengthen  the  hands  of  these  men 
with  ministerial  authority  to  cr;nu  tlu.  oj)i)iions  of  these  s]ieculative 
economists  down  the  throat  of  an  uuv/illing  people,  as  they  have 
crammed  a  dozen  of  useless  experiments  already.  1  could  s;iy 
more  of  this  and  to  the  same  purpose,  but  I  need  not  make  both 
W^higs  and  mistaken  Tories  alike  my  enemies.  And  yet,  if  1  could 
do  good  by  doing  so,  1  would  not  care  much  for  any  personal  con- 
sequences. 

Concerning  the  first  part  of  Lord  Melville's  letter  you  are.  I 
am  sure,  aware  that  individually  I  I'ather  discouraged  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Clerks  of  Session  for  an  augmentation,  and  signed  the 
memorial  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of  my  brethren  who,  enter- 
taining such  a  sense  of  their  ]iretensions.  I  did  not  think  I  had 
any  title  to  withdraw  myself  from  their  body.  I  cert;iinly  con- 
sider that  Ave  were  and  are  harshly  treated  in  the  ca'^e  of  our 
brother  Ferriar.  As  to  the  argument  that  good  men  will  be  got 
to  fill  our  oflices  at  less  than  our  enioluments,  I  will  engage  that 
if  every  public  otiice  v.ere  exjtosed  to  auction  on  the  Dutch 
principle  that  every  nuni  should  underbid  instead  of  o\erbidding 
each  other,  and  })rLi'erring  the  lowest  bidder,  they  would  be  all 
reduced  to  a  \  cry  moderate  staiulard.  Old  Fleming  oifVred  to  bi' 
a  King  for  £500  a  year.  How  far  this  v.ould  lead  to  tlie  impro\  e- 
ment  of  the  country  is  dc  (jiiu  q,ncriti'/\  the  im])rovement  -would  be 
a  radical  one. 

I  have  written  a  great  deal  more  than  I  intended,  and  still  I 
could  wiite  much  more  fully  in  t!ie  controversy,  but  I  am  con- 
scious th;'.t  1  am  a  rash  cudgel-jilaycr,  and  incapable  of  ex  {dressing 
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regret.  M'heii  I  have  no  fecliiii>'  exce})t  of  sorrow,  I  think  it  is 
better  to  stoj)  as  ]  am. 

When  I  say  th:;t  1  rei-Tet  Lord  Mel\  ille's  alienation,  ]  iicpe 
his  Lordsliip  vill  nndcrsland  it  is  tha.t  of  the  friend  and  early 
companion,  not  of  the  Mhiistei-.  In  the  hitter  capacity  I  have 
always  found  Lord  Melville  more  ]:ind  and  attentive  to  my  personal 
concerns  than  I  had  any  title  to  exj)eet,  and  I  think  his  Lord'liip 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  say  I  ha\  e  selchim  trcnililed  him  with 
personal  requests.  If  I  have  been  frequently  an  intrusive  solicitor 
for  others  it  has  been  fin-  persons  recommended  either  by  talents, 
by  distress,  or  In-  meiils  towards  Government. 

I   wish   you   may  be  able  to   i-ead   this,  but   by  candle-liiiht    I 

cannot  write  so  distinctly  as  usual.      I  recpiest  you  will  transmit  to 

Lord  Mel\  ille.      I  have  read  it  once  over  and  keep  no  coj)v.      l?ut 

I    should   think   it    fair,    with    his    Lordship's    jiermission.   that    it 

should  be  shown  to  these  friends  to  whom   he  wishes  von  to  shov; 

his  own   letter.      li'  1    am  \\roniv.  1    have  a  title   tliat   men  should 

know  that    I   liave  erred   from  honourable  and   jiatriotic  motives. 

The  event   will   simw  whether   1    ha\  e  erred  or  not.      If   I   have^ 

tliere  is  not  much   harm  done  ;  and  if  1    have  not,  I  am  sure   I  do 

not  know  wiiether  1  ought  to  l)e  glad'or  sorry  for  it. — Adieu,  dear 

Sir  Koberi .  1  am  always  aflectionately  yours, 

^  ,,      ,    o  ^  Walter  Scott. 

Castle  Street,  9  Manli  1S26. 

The  ^Malagrowtliei-  letters  treated  of  a  subject  on  which 
Scott  was  ignorant;  and  lie  remarks  in  his  diary,  while  writing 
the  second  letter,  "Had  some  valuable  connmuiications  i'roni 
Colin  ]\Iaekenxie  w])ic]i  will  su))])lv  mv  pleiitifnl  lack  of  i'aets." 
The  ^Ministers  weiv.  not  uunatiirrdlv,  '•  soi'e  lieyonti  imagina- 
tion "  at  such  an  attack;  and  Lonl  ^Melville's  letter  was  their 
reply,  one  result  lieing  "  a  (piarrel  in  all  tlie  forms"  between 
Sir  A\''altefs  old  friend  and  himself.  It  was  riot,  however,  per- 
mitted to  last  long.  A  mesv;tgc  from  Lord  ?i[elville  was  sent 
to  Scott,  through  Sir  llobert  Dundas,  ex{MVs>itig  the  assurance 
th.at  however  strong  Lortl  Melville's  dissent  from  .MalaehiV  views 
on  the  currency  might  be,  it  would  not  be  allowetl  to  in.terrujit 
his  att'ectionate  regard  for  the  author;  and  this  message  was 
acce})ted  by  Sir  "Walter  in  the  spirit  in  ^^■hi(h  ii  was  sent. 

At  one  period  of  the  struggle  Sir  AN'alter  had  had  to 
encoiuitcr  the  keen  wit  and  ])ractised  ironv  of  ]Mi-.  Crokrr, 
who  rejilied   to  tlie  Letters  of  ]\Ldachi  Malagrcjw tlier  in   the 


1S26.]  THE  TOWN-COL  NC'IL.  3^21 

treachery,  Itoberl  Dinulas  seems  to  lune  pouiieed  upon  tliu  iin- 
liu-ky  Provost,  and  to  have  brought  hini  to  book.  In  a  K'iK'i 
to  liis  uncle.  Lord  ^Melville,  he  describes  wluit  took  place;  — 


RoiiKUT  1)l\»as  Io  Lord  Mki.villk. 

Friday,  June  2d,  iS2(.. 

This  mornini;-  D^'  Wood,  one  of  tlie  town-councillors,  informed 
uie  that  three  days  a^o  a  dejiutation  of  the  trades  waited  u))on 
Trotter,  the  Provost,  to  otier  him  uncle  ^Vil]ianl's  seat  ;  that  he 
(Wood)  had  just  found  this  out  by  accident  ;  that  Trotter  wished, 
if  possible,  to  accept,  but  felt  that  it  was  almost  out  oi'  his  power 
to  do  so  ;  that  he  was  far  from  having-  ijiven  a  decided  neaativc  ; 
and  that  the  ir ;>;otiation  was  still  ,ii,oin:;'  on. 

Hope  ^  and  I  saw  at  once  that  tlespatch  Avas  the  onl\'  remedy  ; 
so,  taking-  T.  Cranstoun-  with  me.  I  went  strai<i,ht  to  the  l^rovost. 
/ic  came  ii'lo  (he  roovi  shak'niix  and  trcinbling  and  clcar/i/  as/uoi/cd  oj 
Iihnsclf.  The  general  tenour  of  the  interview  was  that  he  felt 
most  highly  flattered  with  the  oiler  ;  that,  however,  he  was  ])ledged 
to  uncle  \\'illiam,  and  that  the  seat  was  in  his  hands  (the  Provost's), 
as  there  was  a  clear  majority  in  his  fasour;  that  he  meant  to  eall 
a  meeting  of  "  the  chairs  "  that  day  to  consult  them  ;  tliat  he  had 
not  mentioned  it  to  me  or  to  Hope,  or  had  not  writtoi  to  vou  ; 
that  he  thought  the  best  thing  for  our  interests  was  to  gi\e  no 
decided  answer,  as  in  that  case  the  enemy  woidd  start  some  one 
else.  I  answered  that  of  course  Ac  was  pledged,  and  that  I  did 
not  believe  in  the  alledged  majority,  and  that  if  he  really  lookeil 
to  our  interest,  or  indeed  to  his  own,  he  should  meet  all  such  pro- 
posals with  a  decided  refusal. 

Tiie  }n-on]pt  and  vig-orous  stej)s  taken  for  suppressing  tlie 
civic  rebellion  were  successful.  The  councillors  were  canvassed  : 
and  in  a  letter  of  the  4th  of  June  to  Lonl  :\Iel\  ille.  llobert 
Dundas  reports  the  result  as  being  "  twenty  foi'  us,  and  ele\en 
against  us,  and  two  out  of  town.""  A  note  is  ])i'eservetl  of  the 
details  of  the  canvass,  giving  in  ])ilhy  remarks  the  character- 
istics of  each  of  the  voters,  in  terms  more  ex})ressive  tlian  com- 
plimentary : — 


*  John  Hope,  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland. 

-  Thomas  Cranstoun,  F-m).  of  itarvic-iciin.     He  was  agent  for  the  f.ui 
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LIST  OF  TO\\'X  COUNCIL. 
(Enclosed  i\  Mr.  Dl-xdas's  Lktteij  to  Loud  Mklville.) 
The  Lord  Provost. 

William    Gilchrist,  ^as    out  of   town,   but   said  to  be  quite 
steady. 

Robert  Mitchell,  quite  steady  and  tirni. 

Joiix  BoxAR,  cjuite  steady. 

Adam  A\DK.i!>ux,  do.  do.,  useful  for  infonnation. 

Robert    Wright,  false    and   unfriendly  :    a  decided   foe,  and 

dares  not  say  so. 
William  Patisox,  a  steady  friend. 
Al.  Hexdersox.  a  friend,  but  unsteady  eliaracter. 
Aii.  M•KlXLA^■,  a  decided  friend,  and  true  as  steel. 
JoHX  Smith,  do.  do.,  ;ilso  usefu]  for  information. 
RoiiDiT  S.MiTH,  v/as  away;  said  to  be  hostile:  at  best  doubtful. 
Peter  Forres,  hostile  and  danirerous. 
JoHX  W-vuGH,  a  friend,  tho'  a  Puritan. 
Port.  Mall,  a  friend. 
Dav.  Clxxixgham,  a  friend  fniiw 
Adam  Like,  doubtful,  but  to  be  ,yained. 
James   LEisinLw,  a  friend  and  an   honest  man.      A  Whig,  but 

thinks  things  as  they  are  best. 
DvvH)  M.  Gujiiox,  I^Two    s^eah.us.    active,  and    useful    friends, 
J3u.  W.  ^^'ooD,        j         steady  and  zealous. 
James    Mrxe,  a  clever  fellow,  a  \\'hig  savant    not  to   be  de- 

))euded  upon. 
Dr.  D.  Hav^  quite  friendly  at  present,  but  scarce  to  be  trusted. 

A  WJiig  in  politics,  and  a  Puritan  in  faith. 
Robert  Legate,  an  honest,  simple  man,  apt  to  be  led  away, 
but   Avilling   to    do    right.      Is    heartily   sick    of  the   whole 
business.      Is  right  at  present. 
William  Purvis,  a  conceited  Radical  and  enemy. 
JoHX  Mexzies,  the  same,  only  with  less  conceit  and  less  brass, 

but  more  dangerous. 
JoHX  Glthrie,  a  foe,  also  a  fool. 
James  Nasm^th,  a  bitter  foe. 

Thomas  Miller,  all  right,  but  a  Puritan  I  am  afraid. 
JoHX  Clark,  a  Whig  and  an  enemv  decided. 
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Jamf.s  Bkoux,  a  friend,  but  not  to  trust  to.  .•         ,  , 

T.  Sawvehs,  the  focui.  of  discord. 

ALnxwDEU  Mliu!,\^,  ;in  enemy,  but  a  ••  tui-ner." 

RuBKKT  RiDii:,  a  friend. 

\^^  Patersox,  ditt(»  to  Sawyers. 

Lord  ^JKI.vl^LE  io  Honr.m  DexnAs. 


'it//^\ 


Monday,  ^'h  Ju 

Mv  di:au  KoiiF.RT, — I  have  received  to-day  your  h-ttcr  of  the 
2"'',  and  also  one  from  tlie  Lord  Provo^t  on  the  same  subject,  viz.. 
the  modest  ])ro})osal  to  elect  h'lhi  for  li.dinbur<>li.  Tin  re  is  not 
time  tills  ;iftenioon,  bet\>re  the  departure  of  the  })ost,  but  I  will 
to-nurii\)\v  send  _\<)u  his  letter,  and  the  copy  of  one  I  have  written 
to  him.  I  hope  that  Asliatever  may  have  been  the  tlireatened 
baekslidinii'S  o'\  the  s;nd  P)-o\ost,  or  thic  formidable  \seiL;ht  of 
his  variity,  when  ])ut  into  tlie  scale  aaainst  his  honesty,  tb.e  Lord 
Peuister  v,  ill  have  behaved  to  him  as  if  he  had  spurned  the  offer 
■with  the  utmost  indiirnation. — Y""  ever,  M. 

A  few  lines  from  the  l^rovost  closes  the  corresponilenee.  lie 
is  happy  to  lieav  ^Ir.  William  Dun(la>'s  niajority  is  so  cieciJed, 
and  hopes  tlie  eleeticm  will  be  unanimcnis,  ''the  object  he  had 
been  anxiously  endeavourinn;  to  attain  !  As  to  the  otlier 
matters  introchiced  into  ]Mr.  Robert  Dundas"s  note,  it  can  nou 
serve  no  good  purpose  to  discuss  them,  and  therefore,  w  itli  liis 
leave,  tlie  Provost  will  endeavour  to  forget  them."' 

On  the  nth  of  Tebniary  1827  Lord  Liver))ool  was  seizet! 
witli  a  ht  of  a])0|)lexv,  and  although  he  snr\ived  its  etlects  tf)r 
some  time,  the  illness  In'ought  his  public  life,  and  the  Mini-try 
of  which  he  had  been  head,  to  a  close.  After  some  delay,  the 
king  determined  upon  the  10th  of  April  to  send  for  ]\lr.  Canning. 
and  to  intrust  him  with  the  fonnation  of  a  new  Achnini-tration, 
of  which  he  was  to  be  the  head.  '"Mr.  Canninu,"  says  A\  .ide. 
"forthwith  began  to  make  In's  arrangements  under  the  ini])res- 
sion  that  his  former  colleagues  would  bow  to  his  suprenuicy  ; 
in  lieu  of  which,  within  ft)rtv-eight  hours  after,  seven  leading 
mend)ers  of  the  Cabinet  sent  in  their  resignations.  These  Mr. 
Canning  on  the  12th  took  to  St.  James's,  and  laying  them  en 
7/?r/.y.sr  before  the  king,  said  :  'See  hei-e.  sire,  what  di.-ables  me 
from  executing  vour  ]\Li)estv''s  will.''    However,  before  separating 
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iVoiii  his  late  (.■olk'ai^ucs,  Mr.  Cantiiui;-  Iiail  opened  ncuotiations 
witli  the  leachuLi;  \\'liiL;:-;,  and  nltiinately  the  bulk  of  tiie  o])|)o- 
sitioii  undertook  to  ^upjjort  him,  without  sti})ulatinii,'  for  the 
immediate  ))ossessioi!  of  places,  merely  on  the  ;.i,i(nind  of 
approval  of  his  late  ])oliev.  lender  these  circumslanecs  the 
Cannin<i;  nunistry  \\a.->  eonstituteiL" 

The  se\en  nnnj>tei-s  \slio  letired  were  the  Duke  oi' A\'ellinir- 
ton,  ^Iv.  Peel,  Lord  Iddon,  J^ord  ?\iel\ille.  Lord  L(^udt)ndenT. 
Loril  Jjathur.Nt,  ;uid  Lord  Westmoreland. 

Those  who  took  oliiee  imder  Air.  ('aniuni;;  were  Lord  Bexley 
and  Lord  ILu-rowhv,  aU)ng  witli  }ilessrs.  L.  Ivobinson,  LLiskis- 
son,  and  \\\nn.  It  has  always  been  thrown  in  the  teeth  of 
the  se\en  retirinp;  ?\linisters  that  their  concerted  aetiiMi  v.as 
taken  >j)ecialiy  witli  tlie  view  of  prexeuting  the  formation  of 
(i  Ministry  under  Air.  Canning',  ikit.,  aUhouo-h  the  })oint  is 
now  of  bul  little  interest,  it  may  be  said  that  tlie  Lite  Lord 
Melville,  ^\ho  pei'feetlv  remendjered  all  that  took  ])l;tce,  was 
able  to  state  tliat  such  ^s■as  not  the  case.  Their  refusal  to  act 
witli  Mr.  C'anninj^-  aro.■^e  entirelv  from  theii-  knowled;.:,e  tli.it  he. 
prc\ioas  to  their  relusal,  had  been  iutri<^uino;  witli  the  ^^'hi^ 
leaders  for  their  suj>port. 

The  A\d)igs  who  were  iniluced  to  join  Air.  Cannint;-  aiul 
the  section  of  the  Tory  party  which  a.dhered  to  him,  were 
Tierney,  Lord  Carlisle,  ami  Lonl  Lan.^tlowne. 

xVlthough  it  was  h(j])ed  by  the  luore  .-mig-uine  numbers  01 
the  Tory  party  tliat  the  P'uhuld  Jdui'misfrdt'ion,  as  the  new 
Govejinnent  ^\as  nicknamed.  \\(ndd  sk.ortly  succund)  between 
the  hostility  of  the  great  body  cjf  the  ok!  T(n-ies,  and  tlie  luke- 
warm su]jport  whicli  was  all  that  could  be  expected  froiii  tlie 
Whigs,  still  the  Cauning  schism  was  a  grievous  blow  to  tlie 
stability  of  the  Tory  party. 

Ill  Scotland,  });u-ticular]y,  the  blow  was  one  from  which  no 
complete  recovery  wr.s  ever  made.  "^I'lie  retirement  of  Lord 
Alclville  from  the  Achuiralty  invoUed  his  retirement  from  the 
management  of  Scottish  business;  and  this  event  was  ivuarded 
with  \arious  feelings.  "The  retirement  of  Lord  Mehille."" 
says  C'ocklnirn,  '*  from  the  government  of  Scotland  was  not  an 
event  tor  which,  ht  i'-^'i'I/',  any  candid  Scotch  Whig  could 
rejoice;  because  no  man,  individually,  could  have  conducted 
the  affairs  of  the  country  with  greater  good  sense  and  fdrnes>. 
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or  with  le.-s  oi'  }):ii1v  pivjiulice  or  bitterness."  Dr.  C'luilmirs, 
on  t]iL'  otJu'i-  lumu.  xsiites :  '"Tlie  i;reat  delivfrance  whirli  I 
feel  !)i  Ihe  recent  clian<j;es  is  the  removal  oi'  Lord  AU-hille  tVoin 
an  infliience  of"  which  1  am  sorrv  experimentally  that  it  liad  a 
most  blastin>^-  and  ileleterious  eflect,  both  on  the  interests  of 
literature  and.  tiie  Chin-ch." 

llobert  Dundas  took  a  most  gloomy  \ie\s'  of  the  position 
of  aiiairs.  Although,  as  ap])ears  from  the  letters  which  he 
receivetl,  some  of  his.  friends  thought  otherwise,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  he  uas  j-ight,  and  that  both  the  Toit  party,  and 
the  influence  of  the  Ai'uiston  fannlv,  had  suii'cred  ii'i'eparahde 
damage  frojii  the  recent  crisis.  It  \\as  not  only  that  Lord 
3tlelvi]le  was  out  of  otHce,  and  had  n.o  longer  tlie  business  of 
Scotland  in  his  hantls, — that  might  have  I'hanged  witli  another 
change  of  Government;  but  tlie  ^hole  svstem  of  Scottish 
management  \\as  altered.  'Jdie  first  intention  of  Mr.  Gamung 
had,  indeetl,  been  to  hantl  Scotland  over  to  Loi'd  liinniug. 
]^ut  some  ol'  the  A^  hig  mend)ers  remonstrated;  and  the  result 
was  that  no  Scottisli  mn.nager  was  ap])ointed.  Lord  I^cans- 
downe,  who  became  Home  Seci'ctarv,  coiuhicteil  tlie  business  of 
Scotland  himself;  anil  Whig  councils  were  those  to  which,  as 
a  A\ddg,  he  naturallv  listened. 

It  \sas  under  these  circunistances  that  the  following  letters 
were  written  : — 

LOKO  ABFJKltO.MBV  to    RoDEUT  DtNDAS. 

(.-lioi^.*)  Feb.  22,/,   1S27. 

M\  DEAR  RouERT, — I  enclose  for  your  private  perusal  and 
Hope's  a  fe-sv  lines  v.hich  1  receivetl  from  Lord  M.  two  (l;iys  after 
Lord  Liverpool's  illness. 

It  was  written  under  the  impression  that  Lord  Liverpool  would 
uot  long  siiivi\e,  ;uu[  if  in  that  event  the  Caljinet  had  decided, 
and  easily  one  may  fairly  say,  to  do  nothing  in  a  hurry,  tlie 
prolongation  of  Lord  L.'s  life  is  so  far  a  sort  ^.^^  relief  to  the.Mi, 
as  no  arrangements  ean  very  well  be  made  till  he  is  in  a  state  to 
tender  his  resignation  and  till  the  King  conies  to  town. 

Had  either  of  the  contending  parties  in  the  Cabinet  felt  tlieiu- 
selves  strong  enough  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  the  other, 
this  would  not  h;i\e  been  the  derision. 

My    conjecture    tiierefore   is,   that   we    shall    have    no    material 
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change,  and  certainly  none,  in  mv  judnenient,  to  excite  anv  sni- 
easiness  in  your  inind. 

Tlie  ca^jC  ])i<)bably  would  have  been  between  the  l)i:ki'  n[' 
Wellington  and  Canning.  They  are  both  tacticians,  and  1  think 
we  ma}-  leave  it  to  them  to  settle  the  point  of  supremacy.  My 
conjecture  is  that  Canning  will  content  himself  with  less  than  a/I, 
and  we  shall  see  wdiat  concessions  may  be  made  from  the  other 
side. 

A  great  ditficidty  remain^  behind,  and  I  cannot  solve  it,  namely. 
how  Lord  Livei-jiool's  place  is  to  be  su])})lied  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  1  do  not  agree  in  opinion  with  your  uncle  (Lord  Melville) 
upon  this  point  ;  it  is  not  likely  that  Canning  will  leave  the  House 
of  Comuious. 

If  J  hear  anything  worth  comnnniicating  1  will  let  vou  know. 

VV('  shall  be  most  ha])py  to  see  Mrs.  IX  and  you  at  the  time 
you  mention.  1  believe  1  )nust  go  to  town  to  support  my  friend 
Pinkie^  on  the  1-'"'.  —  Yours  shicerely,  ABEitciioMBV. 

Robert  Ad.\m  Dlxuas,  ]\LP.,  to   Rocert  Dcxdas. 

London,  Ma^  31,  1827. 
My  dear  Rorert,— Yesterday  I  received  your  letter,  ;uid  al- 
though I  enter  in  some  degree  into  your  feelings  with  regard  to 
the  present  state  of  at!aii-s,  particularly  with  regard  to  Scotland 
yet  I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  you  should  be  so  dreadfully 
apprehensive  of  utter  ruin.  I  by  no  means  consider  Lord  Melville's 
interest  and  yours  placed  in  so  lamentable  a  situation.  I  by  no 
means  consider  your  future  jnospects  for  ever  checked  by  the  late 
changes  in  the  admini'^tratioji  ;  and  1  am  by  no  means  convinced 
that  these  changes  have  met  the  approbation  of  the  King,  or  the 
sense  of  the  country.  At  the  time  M''  Pitt  w  ent  out  of  office,  Scot- 
land was  jihiced  in  a  far  more  awkw  ard  predicament.  What  w  as  said 
at  Lord  Melville's  impeachment  as  to  your  jirospects  of  success  in 
public  life  .^  What  was  said  at  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  changes 
that  then  took  })lace  ?  Ever}'  one  of  these  changes  was  ajjparently 
a  death-blow  to  all  the  former  interests  established  in  Scotland. 
At  that  time  there  were  individuals  in  Scotland  who  endeavoured 
to  establish  an  ascendancy  there,  and  whom  we  had  ever}-  rca^^on 
to  dread.  At  pi'esent  the  case  is  totally  different.  If  Lord  Lans- 
down  were  Minister  to-morrow,  and  all  of  us  in  rancorous  opposition 
with  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  L'^  Ho])etoun  and   Lauderdale,  w  ho 


Sir  Jolin  Hope  of  Pinkie. 
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is  the  most  )i!(i/ii:/u!ii/  I'c-er  in  tlie  Mouse  with  the  excej)lion  of 
l>or(l  Grey,  the  Wliios  eoulcl  not  establish  a  powerful  intertsl. 
Fn)iu  ^^!l;^{:  i  sa^\'  ol"  llo])e  at  tlie  time  he  Avas  here,  it  aj)]Harc(l  to 
me  that  l:e  v.as  ra-liii^  most  jiuliciously.  Should  Canning  break 
faitli  with  him,  of  which  I  have  very  little  doubt,  should  Lansdown 
as  Secretary  of  State  insist  on  having  the  patronage  of  Scotland, 
then  you  will  have  a  most  favoui-able  o})portunity  of  striking  vuur 
colours  also.  On  no  account  at  prc--ent  t;dk  of  giving  up  vour 
office.  As  a  friend  of  Mr.  Peel  it  is  the  worst  and  most  injudicious 
stej)  you  could  take  ;  he  would  gi\  e  you  no  such  advice.  That 
Canning  is  a  rogue  I  am  convinced,  and  were  1  to  gi\e  you  a 
histoiy  of  all  the  details  of  his  late  intrigues  w  Inch  are  now  become 
common  topics  of  conversation  in  societv,  }ou  would  be  astonished 
at  the  lies  and  tricks  of  the  IJ'  Hon'''^  gentleman.  I  am  ecpijdly 
certain  that  I!o}ie  foi'uis  a  Acry  false  impression  of  his  integrity, 
and  the  stability  of  his  government,  and  that  a  short  experience 
will  sho-'>-  that  he  has  Ijeen  completely  deceived.  Head  the  debates 
and  see  Avhat  a  fool  the  Whigs  have  already  made  of  Canning. 
He  pressed  strongly  on  the  House  the  impropriety  of  disfranchising 
Penrhyn.  His  emissaries  Avere  on  the  long  trot  the  whole  evening, 
every  minister  spolce  on  his  side,  and' yet  see  how  he  was  beaten. 
Read  tlie  squ.ibljles  every  night  about  the  Test  and  Cor})oration 
Acts  ;  and  see  how  weak  he  is  with  all  his  new  adherents  against 
him.  In  short  there  is  not  a  great  consliliitioiud  ipicst'ion  on  which 
the  Government  is  unanimous.  It  is  cpiite  absurd  to  sn])posc  tiiis 
can  go  on  long,  and  I  can  assure  you  the  public  opinion  is  becom- 
ing more  decided  every  day  against  the  })resent  Administration. 
All  that  we  desire  i'^  a  (jiicsliuii  to  ju^tify/rt//'  oj)pusi!iu/K  and  I  have 
no  doubt  of  Mr.  Peel's  [lov.er  in  the  Commons. 

1  have  not  sat  behind  the  Treasurv  BencJi'  since  the  latt 
change';.  Henry  Scott- you  may  trust  ;  he  is  with  M""  Peel.  In 
Adaru  Hay,''  John  Campbell,*  and  Duncan  Da\idson,'''  vou  have 
sworn  allies.  I'hey  have  proved  it  on  th.e  Leith  Police  Pill 
Committee,  and  Avill  ])rove  it  against  Dalrvm])le  aiul  tlie  Police 
Commi'^sions  to-d.iy.  Do  not  des})aii-.  A\'eic  you  here,  you 
wduld  view  public  atfairs  under  a  very  diiFerent  aspect  t<)  what 
vou  do  in  Edinburgh. — Y^  sincerely,  R.  A.  Dl  nuas. 


^  Mr.  R.  A.  Dundas  was  member  for  Ipswich. 

-  Henr}-  Fr.uicis  Scott,  M.P.  for  Roxbur^'hshire,  afterwards  Lord  Pidwarth. 

^  Adam,  afterwards  .Sir  Adam  Hay,  M.P.  for  Selkirk,  jtc. 

••  John  Campbell,  M.  P.  for  Uumbartonshire. 

''  Duncan  David..-on  of  TuUoch,  M.P.  for  Croniartv  and  Nairn. 
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Dwm  Axnr.usdX  uv  MoijEncx  /o  RoDnnr  Di'xn  v^. 

MORKDL'X,  O/Z'  ////)■   1S27. 

Mv  DEAF!  Sui, —  Mv  brother  Ad;iin  1  lias  coiuiaunicuted  tome  tlit- 
conversation  you  had  with  liini  two  days  ayo  respcctinii'  the  state 
of  the  county  politics.  Avheii  you  mentioned  to  him  that  in  the 
event  of  an  immediate  dissolution  of  Parliaiuent  it  was  not  im- 
possible but  that  some  member  of  yean-  family  mi;;ht  coiae  forward 
as  a  candidate  for  the  representation  of  the  county. 

I  am  hapyiy  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  expressing-  the 
respect  that  both  my  brother  and  1  entertain  for  your  family,,  and 
of  assuring  yourself  that  if  you  have  any  thou<>ht  of  standinji^  for 
the  couutv  vou  mav  dejKiid  ujion  our  most  zealous  and  hearty 
suppcu'l. 

With  the  members  of  Lord  Melville's  fann'lv  1  have  but  a  very 
slii:^ht  acquaintance,  but  entertaining  as  we  do  a  hereditary  respect 
for  Lord  Melville,  and  admiring  most  sincerely  the  high-minded 
feelings  A\hieh  have  inf^.uenced  his  conduct  during  the  late  changes 
in  aduiinistration,  1  haNc  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  were  Parlia- 
ment to  be  di'.sobed  at  present,  we  would  give  our  cordial  support 
to  any  son  of  his  that  might  offer  himself  to  the  county. 

To  our  }iresent  member  -  I  entertain  every  feeling  of  regard  and 
good-will,  but  he  has  attaclied  himself  to  an  administration  which 
I  can  by  no  means  approve  of,  and  which,  as  it  is  su])}iorted  by 
the  most  violent  of  the  \\'hig  ])arty,  I  cannot  but  regard  with 
feelings  of  great  sus])icion. — Y^"  most  faithfully, 

D.    AXDEUSOX. 

'Mr.  Cunning;  died  on  the  8tli  of  August,  and  was  succeeded 
as  rreniier  by  Lord  Godcrieli.  But  his  term  of  oilice  was 
short.  Before  liis  dcatli  Air.  Catnn'ng  liad  resolved  to  appoint 
a  finance  eoniuiittee  to  inquire  into  tlie  state  of  the  revenue. 
Lord  (ioderieh  revived  this  project,  ami,  on  the  advice  of  .Mr. 
Iluskisson,  ])ro|iosed  to  noruinale  Lord  AUliorp  as  cliairnian. 
Mr.  Ilerries,  who  >vas  Chancellor  of  the  LjXclie{{uer,  took  oU'ence 
because  lie  had  been  ])asse{l  over,  and  sent  in  liis  resignation. 
It  was  not  aceejited.  ]>ut  he  ami  ]\Ii'.  LIuskisson  were  now  on 
such   had   terms  that  the  Prime  ^Minister  found  it  inipossihle 

^  Adam  Ap..lers.in,  aftcrwanls  a  judge  with  the  title  of  Li.ird  Anderson. 
•-  Sir  Gei.r^e  Clerk  of  Penicuik.  ' 
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to  ivcoiifile  tlicm  :  ;uui   tlie  i-esult  wus  tluil  tlie  Admiiiisicatioii 
CiiiiK^  1()  ;in  end. 

Tlie  Kinii  sent  ioi-  llie  Diikc  of  \\'cl]inL':ton,  who.  in  Janu- 
ary 18^8,  succeeded  in  forming  a  Cabinet.  Lord  Lymlhurst 
was  l^ord  Chancelloi' ;  .Mr.  Goalburn,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchoquer;  Mr.  Peel,  Home  Secj-etary  ;  Lord  Dudley,  Foreign 
Secret.'i-v ;  Lord  rrdinerstoii,  Secretary  at  ^Var ;  and  Mr. 
(irant,  Pi-esidcnt  of  tlie  J^oanl  of  Tiaale.  ]\Ii-.  IIu^ki»on  \eas 
ajjpoiiited,  against  the  wishes  of  many  among  the  Luke's 
.supporters,  Colonial  Secretary.  During  Lord  Liveriioors  long- 
term  of  olHce  Lord  ?>lel\  ille  had  been  in  the  Ca])inet  as  I'irst 
Lord  of  the  .Vdmiralty  ;  Init  he  now  consenteil,  to  tlie  disap- 
jiointment  of  his  tViends  in  Scotland.  v.L.o  wished  him  to  iiivist 
on  liaying  one  of  the  higliest  offices  in  the  Goyernment,  to 
become  President  of  tlie  J^oard  of  Control. 


L\i)V  Mkiau.i.i:  to  her  Xcpf/cir  Roiiert  Dcxdas. 

GKr.r.x  STKi;F,T,_/ir//.  2is.^,  1S2S.     Evcnintj. 

My  PEAR  RniJF.irr, — I  would  have  written  by  this  d:iy's  }iost, 
but  was  so  hiuTied  by  house  yisiting,  Hud  \  isits  to  jiarticidar  friends, 
that  1  had  no  time,  and  I  no^v  ])repare  a  letter  as  the  same  impedi- 
meiits  Avill  recur  to-nuirrtnv. 

I  am  anxious  to  make  my  confidential  communications  to  j/dh. 
but  yo>i  must  understand  that  they  are  to  be  confined  to  yourself 
The  statement  you  see  in  to-night's  Slandard  is,  I  ])elieye,  correct  ; 
the  a})j)ointmcnts  are  as  stated  there,  so  far  as  I  understand,  and 
after  tlie  maimer  in  which  J,ord  ]\b'hille's  iumiecli;ite  frit-ufb 
treated  his  resignation,  and  the  allegations  tliey  n:;'ale  at  that 
time  in  regard  to  the  Duke  of  Wellluirtou,  I  cannot  but  confess 
that  I  do  sincerely  rei^ret  the  turn  the  a]>pointments  have  taken, 
as  they  regard  the  Duke.  The  fact,  1  belie\'e,  is  true  tliat  in  -  pite 
of  the  complete  secrecy  \\hicli  tlie  Duke  had  insisted  on  a^  to  hi-^ 
arrangements,  by  some  neirlect  or  worse,  tlu-  projected  h-t  u"ot 
into  the  Monu/iii-  Climiihlc  the  very  morninu-  tliat  Lord  ?'.f-bille 
was  to  arrive,  ;uul  before  liis  opinion  could  be  t;iken.  ^Vhcu  he 
arri\ed  he  found  the  Duke  ami  Mr.  Peel  were  in  "-reat  indiiruatiou 
and  Mr.  Peel  declared  his  perfect  readiness  tt)  acct)UUU0(Lite  to 
any  other  arrangement  tor  himself  if  Lord  Mebille  had  any  objec- 
tion to  return  to  the  board  of  Control,  aiul  would  take  the  fb)nir 
OlHce.      Lord  >blvi!Ie.  t)f  course,  said  that  which  office   he  w;is  to 
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fill  was  imniatcj-inl  to  liiiu,  so  long-  as  it  was  not  inconi])atibk'  witli 
his  circumstances  and  situation,  as  he  had  no  other  view  tlian  to 
make  himself  useful  in  the  nutst  etlicicnt  in;!inier  in  which  he  was 
able.  The  Duke  said  lie  liad  ,ai\  en  it  to  he  understood  tluit  he 
considered  it  diw  to  I,ord  .Melville  to  ]ea\e  him  entirely  at  liberty 
to  choose  l\is  oHiee  ;  but  that  for  many  reasons  difiieuHies  j)resented 
themselves.  lie  had  found  it  advisable  to  proi)ose  to  ?\Jr.  Huskis- 
son  and  to  Lord  Dudley  to  continue  in  oHice,  though  h.e  had 
pledged  himself  to  no  one  for  any  j)urtieular  ottice  till  Lord  Melville 
should  arrive  to  ruake  his  own  determination,  but  that  the  expira- 
tion of  the  cliarteri  being  likely  before  long  to  require  a  special 
consideration,  he  did  feel  it  was  by  no  means  unimportant  ho\\ 
that  oriice  was  filled  now,  and  thei-efore  he  stated  his  wi^h,  without 
intendhig  to  fetter  Lord  Melville  thereby.  Of  course  Lord  Melville 
felt  that  it  -was  very  unfit  to  l)e  b;n-g;uning  for  a  thousand  a  year 
or  a  little  piece  of  precedence,  and  therefore  acceded  at  once, 
but  kno-»>-ing  as  I  do,  the  v.ay  in  -^Ahieh  it  has  been  alledged  that 
he  had  been  the  '  dupe  of  Ihe  Duke  of  Wellington's  ambition  and 
Lord  Eldon's  ])i(jue,"  the  Duke  havisig  at  last  taken  the  Premier's 
place,  those  who  have  made  the  accusation  v.ill  think  it  substanti- 
ated, particularly  as  reports  of  Lord 'Melville's  being  intended  for 
it  had  arisen  (])robably)  from  the  intention  manifested  to  wait  his 
arrival  for  the  final  arrangements.  I  cannot  deny  that  I  am  very 
much  afraid  that  the  public  impression  will  be  that  the  Duke  ha- 
nd redeemed  his  pledge,  and  I  exceedingly  wish  that  Mr.  Pee! 
had  been  ap})ointed  to  the  Premiership:  but  there  seems  to  have 
been  ditticulties  that  could  not  be  reconciled  any  other  way,  and 
there  is  a  great  feeling  that  the  Duke's  decision  of  character  is  at 
least  something  to  rest  upon  for  a  ground  of  hope  that  something 
like  a  distinct  line  of  policy  will  be  adhered  to.  If  tiierefore  any 
abuse  of  the  Duke  or  discontent  at  Lord  Melville's  not  being  as 
Lord  Abercromby  advised  "as  near  the  top  as  possible"  is  mani- 
fested amoPig  our  friends.  1  beg  you  will  take  the  high  tone,  and 
maintain  thid  the  confidence  v»hich  has  been  manifested  In'  the 
Duke  and  Peel  makes  it  wholly  immaterial  whereabout  he  stancK 
in  the  plav-bill.  I  am  very  sorry  any  Canningites  are  retained, 
and  my  confidence  is  much  shaken  tliereby  as  to  stability.  be!ie\- 
ing  them  all  to  Itc  no  hflicr  ihan  ilmj  s/'tonld  he,  but  it  seems  to  be 
thought  that  it  is  a  y/txr.v,s^/y7/ y>o//ey,  and  we  nuist  swallow  the  pil! 
without  making  wry  faces.  After  the  manner  in  which  all  Lord 
Melville's  friends   have   acted  bv  him    the   conduct   of  Sir   George 


The  liast  India  Conipp.ny's  Charttr. 
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Clrrk  ami  llie  Solicitor,'  and  tbc  language  I  have  lieard  iVoiu  your 
uiK-le  William,  and  know  Lord  Al)ercroniby  to  have  held,  I  cannot 
help  ha\ing   greal    ai'.xJety  for  Lord    Melville's  vindication    pnning 
full  and  conijiletc  ;  though^  in  my  ov.  n  mind,  I  iVe)  the  undoubted 
honour  of  his  proceedings  admits  of  no   question,  and   a)n  entirely 
aware  that  all  those  ^ho  Mcre  politically  acquainted  with  him  here 
did  him  ample  justice,  the  dirty  conduct  of  the  gentlemen-  whom 
he  had  been  instrumental  in  bringing  into  office,  in  and  from   tlie 
nortli  (of  wh.om  the  Advocate  seems  the  only  one  who  has  acted 
with  hono\ii'),  has   certainly  made   a    strong  and   unfavourable   irn- 
])ression  upon  lO;-.      If,  however,  their  interests  fail,  lie   is  not  nou- 
to  be  charged  witli   ha\ing  broken  them.      The  ])o]icy  he  ])ursued 
has  so  far  found   its  level  that   tlie  king  has  been    compelled    to 
re-sort  again  t'.»  the  assistance  of  the  statesmen  v.ith  whom  he  had 
divided,    and   if,   by   having  themselves  depreciated  the  measure, 
they    have    entailed  v.-eakness    ami   insecurity,  they  ha\e    only  to 
thank  the  jxdtry  love  of  })resent   ]jroHt   that  induced   them  to  c/v.-l- 
what   they  ought   to  do,  instead   of  confiding  in  tlie  judgment  of 
the  man  v,ho  liad  the  conduct   of  those  interests  for  twenty  year^ 
creditably.      As  your  interests  may  now  be   deemed  decidedly  to 
coincide  willi  ln\,  I  have  no  doubt  iioir  a])out  opening  my  mind  to 
you.      If  novv  tlie  measures  ])ursued   are  to  be   cha.nged  as  before 
and  confidence    denied,  because    much  is  to  be  objected   to,  the 
reasons  of  which  the  conductors  of  the  business  only  can  sift  and 
decide  u})on,  they  must  e'en  go  to  the  dogs.      It  is  the  King  wlio 
has    desired    the    Duke    to    take    the    Premiership,    and.    had    h.e 
])ersevered    in    refusing    it,   he    must    have    resisted    the    })()siti\e 
comniand.      What  is  yet  to  be   done  with  the  army  is  not  know  n.. 
1  tliink  that  a  fearful  point  in  the  question,  for  tliough    I   think  nn 
man  did  ever  unite  so  mucli   political  with  such   powerful    military 
talent,  the  }!o^\  ers  of  man  nnist  be  limited. 

Sir  George  Clerk  called  on  me  yesterday,  and  (as  I  thought) 
looked  so  blank,  that  I  could  not  helj)  feeling  as  if  I  let  him  see  I 
thought  so.  tho'  I  did  my  best  not  to  do  so. 

1  liear  Lord  Wharncliffe,  Lady  Canning,  etc.,  etc.,  are  furious  at 
Iluski^son  for  coming  in  ^\ith  u^.  —  Y"rs  aff'ly.  A.  M. 

L;uly    Melville's   letter  ex})laining   Lord   Melville's   reasons 


^  Solicitor-General  Hope. 

-  The  persons  alluded  to  are  .'^ir  \V.  Rae,  Lord  Advocate,  Jolm  Hope, 
Solicitor-General,  Sir  George  Clerk,  and  Williani  (afterssan'.s  Lord  Williai:;) 
Keith  Douulas. 
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for  accej)tiiig  the  Indi.i  lioanl  was  by  no  means  unnec\— ^uy. 
Among  nuuiy  of  liis  frieuils  in  Scotland,  n\1io  looked  upon  hiva  as 
the  leadei-  oi'  the  'J'orv  j)ai'ty  there,  a  strong-  ft.elin^-  e\i-tcd  in 
favour  of  seein--  him  re-oeeu)n  at  least  as  prominent  a  \)o-:  in 
tlie  Ministry  as  he  had  done  under  Lonl  Liver])ool.  llr.'hert 
Adam  Dundas  in  particular  e\))ressed  his  views  stron<2;ly  u})<>!!  the 
impolicy  of  Lord  ^Melville's  acce])tin,u'  t^'^'  India  l^oai'd.  He 
himself  was  anxious  to  L;,i\e  his  sei-\ices  to  tlie  Go^ernl.:ent. 
and  to  work  under  Lord  IMelville  in  any  ■'  cn'J/fithh'"  aj^pcrat- 
nient.  Robert  Dundas  wrote  to  Lord  ?.[elvillc  (Janu.iry  .Q9, 
1828)  urging-  tliat  an  ap])ointment  should  be  given  to  ]lobeit 
Adam.  In  th.e  same  lettei-  he  expresses  his  own  views  a>  to 
himself.  'Jlie  ivturn  of  the  Duke  of  ^^\dlino■ton  and  Mr.  IVel 
had  ma.de  iiiui  dismiss  hi.s  late  gloomy  ideas  of  tlie  ruiu  he 
supposed  to  be  im])cntling  over  the  Tory  ])arty.  "Xo:..'"he 
says,  "H'onsidejing  the  ])!esent  political  state  of  the  Scot-  ])ar 
I  trust  I  am  not  too  ])resnmptuous  in  allowing  these  pro-p:ct> 
again  to  re\ive.-^  rnder  tliese  circumstances  I  wish  to  raake 
>()u  aware  that  ^\ere  I  Solicitor-General  my  hrst  step  would 
be  to  obtain  a  scat  in  Parliament  for  the  sake  of  doing  all  tliat 
my  powers  would  permit  of  helping  the  ]\Iini>Lry.  I  should  ilo 
tliis  whether  the  Lord  Ad\ocate  was  in  Parliament  or  nt)t.  and 
that,  at  any  sacrifice  of  })rofessional  emolument,  for  the  sake  of 
devoting  my  svhole  time  and  labour  exclusively  to  public  busi- 
ness. TJie  county  of  Edinburgh  would  naturally  be  the  seat 
to  which  I  should  look,  and  I  trust  you  will  not  think  I  am 
interfering  with  Henry's-  interests  in  holding  this  opinion." 
Lord  ^lehille  at  once  answered — ■ 

LoNnoN,  /v-/'.  2,  iS^S. 
Mv  df;.\r  PioiiERT, — If  your  letter  liad  arrived  one  day  sooner, 
Robert  Ad;nn  would  have  l)een  an  un-salaried  Commissioner  ;:t  tlie 
India  Board.  We  nnist  ha\e  two  Commissioners  who  arc  not 
Privy  Councillors,  and  as  Lord  Ciraliam.  one  of  those  who  i-  to 
receive  a  salary,  is  a  Priv\  Councillor,  I  scttleil  with  Mr.  IVtl  to 
let  his  own  brotht-r's  name  be  inserted,  being  at  a  loss  for  an} 
other  person.      I  thought  of  llobert  Adam,  but  did  not  choose  to 


^  Alluding  to  the  probable  early  jiromotion  of  Lord  Advocate  vSir  Williar.i  R.ae 
to  the  bench,  with  Hope  for  Lord  Advocate  and  himself  for  Solicitor-General. 

-  Henry,  Lord  Melville's  eldest  son,  sub-^cquenlly  tliird  Lord  .Melvili..  He 
sat  for  Rochester  in  the  last  rarbainent  of  Ueurge  iv. 
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take  upon  my^cli'  to  ;i]<})oint  him  without  his  kuowletlgc  or  consint, 
thougli  I  sho'.ihl  ha\e  licld  your  suggestion  to  be  sufiicic  ut.  1  am 
very  sorry  it  was  nol  (h.iic,  as  he  wonki  ha\  e  been  of  more  use  to 
me  (hail  any  oi'  Ihe  others. 

With  regard  to  yoiu'  own  coming  in  for  Midlothian,  Ilenry,  of 
course,  ^sill  never  stand  in  your  May,  as  he  never  dre;imt  of  it, 
unk'ss  you  did  not  choose  to  come  for\\ard.  1  only  doubt  the 
prudence  of  it,  as  iar  as  y(nn'  professional  views  are  concerned,  and 
it  is  not  more  than  a  week  since  I  objected  to  having  John  Hope 
brought  into  I'arhament^  because  it  is  most  inconvenient  to  the 
public  service,  es])eeially  v.ith  the  great  increase  of  criminal  busi- 
ness, tliat  both  the  Lord  Advocate  anel  the  Solicitor-General  should 
be  absent  from  Scotland  for  several  months  in  s])ring. 

Lord  ]Mel\  ille's  appointment  at  the  India  Jioard  histed  i)ut 
a  sh(jrt  tiriie.  On  tlie  resignation  of  the  ])Ost  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  bv  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  the  Duke  of  AVellingtoii 
replaced  l.nrd  I\ielville  at  his  okl  cjuarters  at  the  .Vtlmira.lty^ 
wliere  ]ii>  knowletlge  of  the  business  of  naval  atlmini-L-ation  v.as 
very  much  A\anted.  The  vacancy  at  tlie  India  ])oai\l  was  iilleil 
uj)  by  tlie  a})pointnient  of  Lord  I'llenborough.  This  began  his 
connection  witli  Indian  affairs,  wliieh  ultimately  leil  to  his 
appointment  as  Governor-General,  and  in  the  end  to  his 
celebrated  recall  by  the  East  India  Company. 

Although  by  the  return  of  the  Duke  of  ^^'ellington  to 
})ower,  aceonij)anied  bv  most  of  the  members  of  the  foianer 
Li\erpool  Administration,  the  Tory  ])artv  seemed  to  be  iirmly 
re-instated  in  oHlce,  the  feeling  against  such  of  the  T(n-ies  as 
hati  ratted  by  continuing  in  olliee  under  ^Ir.  Canning  wa>  very 
keen.  Among  those  who  had  in  that  wav  oifended  his  party 
w;ts  Sir  George  Cleik.  The  Dundas  influence  in  Midlothian 
liad  been  given  to  him,  and  to  Lord  Melville  he  o\\x\\  hi>  hr>t 
place  in  the  Administration.  L'or  a  nuui  under  such  obligations 
to  have  deserted  his  partv  in  their  time  of  need  was  felt  to  be 
an  unpardonable  xjifenee  ;  anil  although  the  offence  was  con- 
doned by  his  re-appointmeut  to  office  on  the  Duke  of  A\'elling- 
ton's  return  to  power,  the  local  members  of  the  party  in  tlie 
county  were  by  no  means  inclined  to  be  so  forgiving,  and  a 
desire  was  ex]n-essed  by  nianv  of  the  leading  freeholders  of 
showing  their  tlisapproval  of  his  })olitieal  course  by  refusing  to 
return  liiiu  on  his  vacating  liis  seat  on  his  new  appointment  in 
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tlie  Wcllinglon  ^Ministrv.  The  correspondence  on  the  sviVnoct 
at  .Nrniston  is  lenp;tl^v,  i)ut  enough  is  now  given  to  shov.-  Iiow 
matters  stood. 

On  the  Isfc  of  February,  Robert  Dundas  wrote  to  Lonl 
Melville,  ])utting  two  (juestions  :  ''1st,  Should  I  stand  for  the 
countv?  ^tl.  If  not,  should  Henry  try  r  As  to  the  1st  tiiere 
exists  more  tlian  one  strong  objection  against  my  doing  it  — 

"■1.  The  chance  of  defeat  by  the  junction  of  the  James 
Gibson  ])artv  with  those  who  miglit  not  wisli  tt)  i.n-n 
au'ainst  Sir  Georjie  after  nineteen  vears'  services. 
"  2.  The  diHiculty  of  liolding  the  county  without  resulnig 
at  Arniston,  which  under  existing  circumstances  is  c|uite 
out  of  the  question. 
"  3.  The  expense  attending  sucli  a  seat  in  contested  ^■otes, 

etc. 
"4.  The  probability  of  Parliament,  especially  for   sucli   a 
seat,  interfering  so  much  with  my  profession  as  to  lovm 
a  bar  against  any  future  })rom(jtion  therein. 
"5.  The  fact  of  liaving  another   seat    ready  either   now  or 
wlicnever  it  mav  be  more  convenient  tor  me  to  take  it. 
If  tiiis  were  not  tlie  case,  I   sliould   have  run  the  ri<k 
rathei-  than  totally  give   up  all  ])rospect  of  being  in 
Parliament. 
"2d.  As  to  the  next  (juestion  :  Ought  Henry  to  try  .'     The 
1st  objection  here  also  occurs,  and  I  must  candidly  and  openly 
state  tliat  I  fear  it  exists  with  greater  force  in  his  case  than  in 
mine,  as  from  constant  residence  I  have  had  tlie  o])portunity  of 
making  more  personal   frienilshi])s  and   connections  among  the 
electors  than  what   Henry  can   have  done.      In  this  I   Jiiir//   be 
wrong,  but  I  fear  I  am  right.     None  of  the  other  olijeetions 
apply,  and  I   therefore  tliink   Henry  (xiglit  to  try  it   for  the 
following  nii.soHS : — 

"1.   If  he  or  I  cannot   turn  (Kit  Sir  George  /Knc,  we  ne\er 

can. 
*'2.  I  fear  from  all  accounts  that  his  present  seat  will  not 
be  again  secured,  except  at  an  expense  A\hich  he  cannot 
bear,  and  far  beyond  what  the  county  will  cost  him. 
"These  tv.-o  reasons  seem  to  me  sullicient  to  induce  Henry 
to  trv.'" 
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Tlie  conclikliiisi;  .sentence  of  Ilol)ert  Dumla-v's  lettei-  tt)  Lord 
jMelvilJe  is  wDrtliy  of  special  notice,  as  illustmting  tJie  complete 
and  thor()u;;li-2;oini;'  nature  of  tlie  revolution  soon  to  be  edectetU 
by  the  lieforni  Bill,  in  the  nianag-enient  of  tlie  Scottish  con- 
stituencies : — 

'•The  conclusion  therefore  is,"  he  says,  -'that  he  shoidil 
now  try  the  countv,  leaving  to  me,  at  such  time  as  w  ill  best 
suit  me,  the  less  resjjectable,  secure,  and  easy  seat  for  the 
town  Avhicli  mv  uncle  ^Villiam  is  nad//  to  ii'i't'c  inc  'ichc/uirr 
I  please.'^ 

Lord  Melvillk  io  Robert  Dcndas. 

Green  Street,  4///  Feb.  1S2S. 
Mv  DEAR  RoiJF.RT, — I  hiive  received  lo-d;iy  your  letter  of  the- 
1st  inst.,  and  tiave  only  to  say  tluit  as  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I 
have  not  ilie  least  objection  to  your  starting  for  Midlothian  011  the 
present  vacancy.  I  presume  the  writ  will  be  moved  to-day.  I 
should  object  to  Henry  (his  son)  conn'ng  forward,  because  it  would 
look  like  a  pcrsonab  and  therefore  an  imwortliy,  attack  on  my  part 
against  Sii  (ieorge  (Clerk),  after  I  had  accpiiesced  in  his  continuing 
in  office  under  the  new  administration;  but  tiie  case  is  totrJly 
different  with  regard  to  you,  whose  natural  position  it  is  to  re})rc- 
sent  the  county,  and  who  have  much  better  claims  to  it  than  -Sir 
George.  1  do  not  wish  to  urge,  or  even  to  recommend  you  to  do 
it,  because  1  have  no  personal  feeling  agiinst  him,  and  abo  with 
reference  to  your  jjriwite  concerns  ;  but  if  you  decide  on  (•oming 
fonvard,  ^<Hl  have  a  rigiit  to  my  cnncurrence  and  cordial  sujijiorl, 
which  mo.^t  assuredly  you  shall  ha\  e.  lie  has  no  claim  on  me, 
and  I  only  accpiicsced  in  his  remaining  in  ofiice  now,  !)ecciusc  he 
oficred  to  resi<-n  in  April  last  if  I  wished  it,  or  would  advice  liim 
to  do  so,  and  because  I  did  not  choose  to  do  anything  that  might 
appear  like  })icjue  or  vindicti\  eness.  His  continuing  to  represent 
Midlothian  is  quite  another  affair,  if  vou  choose  to  oppose  him,  l)ut 
for  your  own  sake  you  ouu;ht  to  be  tolerably  sure  of  success  before 
you  endjark  in  such  a  contest.  He  expressed  a  wish  ti>  eome  to 
the  India  Board  with  me,  which  I  dechned.  as  it  would  ha\e  had 
the  appearance  of  his  behig  ?»?/  nominee,  and  I  recpiested  the 
Duke  of  ^^'ellington  to  put  him  anywhere  else  if  he  v.as  to  con- 
tinue in  office  under  the  new  Government. — F.ver  yours  atl'ect'-'. 

Mflnu^lk. 
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Oil  tlie  same  day  Lady  ]\felville  wrote  as  follows  : — 

Grkkn  Stkeei-,  /■;•/'.  4///,  1S2S. 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion  you  oi/g/tt  to  start.  I  ctaiainly  do  not 
inulerstand  ■wli}'^  if  Sir  CIeori;;e  Clerk  could  not  roniain  ;.t  the 
Ordnance,  he  -was  to  have  another  office  ;  but  I  understand  !;e  has 
been  trying-  to  p,et  himself  in  as  Under  Secretary  in  Hu-ky's 
department,  and  there  he  -would  not  have  had  to  vacate  his  -eat. 
They  say  there  is  a  general  anmesty  for  Ixa/.s: 

I  am  so  disQ-usted  with  all  this  year's  business,  that  I  was  never 
in  v.orse  humour  with  Politics.  I  believe  the  old  syste)\i  of  tlrin^s 
must  faif.  for  the  pinj/icafioiis  of  the  last  half-century  lune  made 
liiciies  the  only  available  Talent — the  last  that  ought  to  ]m-c%  nil  if 
the  good  of  the  community  in  general  is  to  be  considered.  Thus 
did  must  alway.s  be  the  basis  of  ]>ov.-er,  till  some  renewal  of  temp- 
tation to  those  who  can  u<e  their  tahaits  with  honour  c.\n  be 
held  to  those  who  ha\e  them,  that  will  not  make  hon.our  the 
losing  game. — Yours  very  sincerely,  A.  MixviLLE. 

liobert  Adam  Dimdas  was  equally  explicit  in  ex])re>-sing 
his  feelings,  that  after  Sir  George  Clerk's  terg-iversatiou.  hi.<< 
return  for  Midluthian  should  be  opposed.      lie  says  :— 

Akmstox,  Fel'.  5//;,  1S2.S. 
Mv  or.xR  IiODK.UT, — With  regard  to  Lord  Melville's  objection/ 
I  wish  vou  to  be  aware  that  as  loiig  as  Henry  and  I  are  in  Parlia- 
ment the  Comity  may  be  assured  that  when  your  ])rofe-vional 
duties  call  you  from  London,  its  business  Avill  not  be  neglected  by 
either  of  us.  It  is  absurd  for  a  moment  to  sui>))o-^e  that  the  free- 
holders expect  you  to  abandon  your  profession.  Your  })rest  rjce  in 
London  will  not  be  required  as  much  as  you  may  naturaliy  sup- 
})ose.  I  beg  vou  also  to  understand  that  as  long  as  Mary  and  I 
can  find  a  curncr  for  vou.  you  will  make  oin'  liousc  and  no  other 
your  abode  in  London.  My  decided  opinion  is,  that  you  should 
nut  allow  Sir  G.  C.  tt)  be  returned  for  the  county. — P,ver  yours 
in  haste,  K.  A.  Dlndas. 

l^ltimatelv,  the  prudent  counsel  of  the  Duke  of  BuecLueh, 
Lord  Ilopetoun,  and,  in  ])artieular,  of  Sir  John  noi)e.  pre- 
vailed, that   no   opposititMi   at   that   time  should   be  oiieied    to 

•  Allu.linij  to  Lord  Melville's  dislike  to  both  the  Lord  Advocate  and  Solicitor- 
General  iMeinij  in  Parliament  at  the  same  time. 
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Sir  Gcoro-e  Ck-rk's  return.      It  was  felt  tluit   once,  to  u-,e  Lady 

Melville's  expression,  an  amnostv  had  been  ojanted  to  the  Ivats, 

it   would    ])e    unii,vacicnis    to   o]ij)ose    his    return    on   a   vacanev 

caused   by   his   havini;-  been   appointed   to  an    otlice   undei-   the 

Govennneiit,   of  which    his   opponents   wei-e    keen    supporters. 

There  was  also   the  risk  of  the  ^^'llil;•  ));n-ty  takiiii;-  tlie  o])])or- 

tunity  of  the  schism  in  the  Tory  camp  to  carry  their  man.     Sir 

George  was,  however,  informed  that  abstentioii  from  o])p,osing his 

retm-n  on  that  occasion  implied  no  obligation  of  future  support, 

and    that    in    all    })robability   Robert    Dundas    would    become 

his  o])j)onent  at  the  next  election,  whenever  it  might  ha])j)en.^ 

'J'he    successive    Administrations    of   Lord    Liverpool,   ^Ii-. 

Canning,  and  Lord  (loderich  had  each  contained  the  elements 

of  iliscortl ;  and  the  Wellington  Government  suifered  from   the 

same  misfortune.     'Lhere  was  hardly  a   (piestion   on  which   the 

^Ministers  agreed.     'L!ie  im])ort<ant  subjects  of  the  Coi-n   Laws, 

Foreign   Policy,  and   Parliamentary  Reform  were  all  so  many 

liones  of  contention,  any  one  of  \\  Inch  might  at  anv  time  lead 

to    a    collapse    of   the    Govennnent.       "The    Cabinet,"    J>or(I 

Palmerston  notes  in  his  journal   of  the  2^ld  of  ]\Liv  18^8,  ''has 

gone  on  for  some   time   })ast  as  it  had  done  before,  differing 

u])on  almost  everv  cpiestion  of  anv  imjjortance  that  has  been 

brought  under  consideration  : — meeting  to  debate  antl   ch's])utc, 

and  separating  without   deciding."''     It   was   on   a  question   of 

Parliamentary  lleform  that  the  tinal  quarrel  took  place.     It  had 

been  conclusively  ])roved  that  the  constituency  of  L^ast  lletibnl 

was   hopelessly   corrupt;    and    a   l)ill    was   introduced    bv   I\]r. 

Tennyson,  the  member  for  Blechingley,  for  the  transfeivnc'e  ol 

the  franchise  from  Last  lietford  to  Birmingham.     On  the  tlay 

on  which  the  bill  was  to  be  considered   in   the  House  of  Gom- 

inons  the  Cabinet  met.     The  Ministers  were  at  variance,  and 

se})arated  without  deciding  what  shouKl   be  done,  although  the 

mode  of  ]>roceeding  wliich  ajipears  to  have  l)een  thought   mo.->t 

advisable  was  that  suggested  bv  Lord  ^Melville,  namely,  that 

each  should  l)e  frcv  to  vote  as  he  pleased.     In   the  House  that 

afternoon  there  was  a  division.      I\Ir.  Peel  voted  in  favour  of  a 

])rojiosal  to  tr;uisfer  the  representation  of  l>ast  KetfortI  to  tiie 


^   Mr.  Pfcl  was  of  the  same  opinion,  and  fell  that  it  was  an  a\vk 
to  ch'Oje  for  opposing  and  ousting  Sir  George. 
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adjoining  luuulred.  I\lr.  Pluskisson  and  Lord  l'alniei>t')n  vcittd 
in  favour  of  Iransfcrriiig-  it  to  Birniingliaui.  ^Vlr.  Peel  v.as  in  a 
inajority  of  eighteen.  Here  the  matter  oiiglit  to  ha\e  endetl  ; 
but  the  (iivision  led  to  tlie  re.signatiosi  of  Mr.  IIuNkis.-on,  who 
was  followed  out  of  otHee  by  Lortl  rahner>ton,  Lord  Diuiley, 
Mr.  Lamb,  aftei-wards  Lord  IMellxnu-ne,  and  other  C'anningites.^ 
The  following  letter  was  written  to  ?»[r.  Dunalas  by  Sir 
William  llae,  wliile  it  was  as  yet  uncertain  how  the  Ministerial 
crisis,  caused  by  the  division  on  the  East  Retford  (jue>tion. 
would  end  : — 

Sn{  William  Kae^  boisn  Advocate,  Id  HoiJF.riT  Dundas. 

London,  J/jj'  23,  182S. 

Mv  DEAr;  Di'XDAS, — You  will  lia^e  heard  there  is  a  bit  of  a 
rumpus  in  the  GovK  I  believe  the  truth  to  be  this  :  in  the  bet- 
ford  question,  though  the  mode  of  j>roeeediug  Jiad  been  adjusted 
in  tlie  Cabinet,  Huskisson  and  Palmerston  did  not  support  Peel, 
and  divided  against  him.  Huskisson  Avalked  home  with  Planta,- 
who  said  that  Huskisson  should  resign,  and  accordingly  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  ^^'c]]ington,  dated  at  two  in  the  moriiiug, 
resigning.  The  Dtike  went  forthwith  to  the  King,  wlu)  ajtproved 
of  its  being  accepted.  The  Duke  accordinglv  wrote  to  H.  express- 
ing general  regret  ?it  losing  him,  and  wishing  him  ^\e^.  This 
brought  an  answer  bearing  that  H.  had  only  meant  to  })lace  his 
resignation  in  the  Duke's  hands.  A  re))ly  from  the  Duke  con- 
tradicted that  view  of  the  matter,  and  bore  that  he  would  keep  no 
man  in  the  Government  who  chose  to  express  a  desire  to  leave 
it.  A  rejoinder  followed,  of  a  description  as  if  meant  for  publica- 
tion, and  there  the  matter  rested  yesterday',  and  there  it  will  rest, 
unless  H.  <•«/.■.?  to  be  retained.  In  doing  this  he  will  lose  character. 
In  keeping  him  otherwise  the  Government  would  sailer,  v.hich. 
j-ou  and  I  will  agree  in  thinkino-^  would  be  worse.  It  seems 
strange  that  a  man  of  the  ai^e  of  Huskisson  should  not  have 
chosen  to  sleep  upon  a  matter  of  such  grave  importance.  If  he 
had  waited  till  morniuij,  and  spoke  to  the  Duke,  all  would  have 
been  well,  as  they  ha\  e  all  along  been  on  very  good  terms. 

Lord   Palmerston,  it  seems,  said  something  to  the  Duke  about 


'  The  Canningites  were  Mr.  Huskisson,  Lord  Du'iley.  Lonl  Pahiiorj-on.  the 
Duke  of  Portiand,  Lord  Eiiut,  Lord  George  Bentinck,  Mr.  Ch.irle>  Gram,  Mr. 
Lamb,  Mr.  E\elyn  Deiii.son,  .nnd  Mr.  Fraukinnd  Lewis. 

-  Joseph  Planta,  M.P.  for  Hastings. 
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resigning,  Avhich  his  Grace  liavdly  deigned  to  notice:  lu'  ;iftrr- 
wards  observed  he  was  not  going  to  take  a  cannon  to  kill  a  buller- 
fiy.  All  this,  niind,  is  for  vom-  private  ear. — Yours  evtr  most 
tndy,  ■  W^'.  ]Uk. 

Wh;it  Sir  ^Villiani  Kae  alluded  to  in  tlie  last  paragra})h  of 
his  letter  was,  probably,  tlie  interview  which  took  plate  between 
l^ord  ralmerston  and  the  Duke  of  ^^'ellin^•ton  on  tlie  after- 
noon of  Tuesday  the  ^Otli.^  l.oi-d  Fabnerston  had  re])resented 
to  the  Duke  that  Mr.  liuskisson  had  merely  ofrered  to  resign 
if  the  Duke  wished  it ;  but  tlie  Duke  maintained  tiiat  lie  had 
actually  resigned,  and  tli.'it  it  was  im])ossible  to  rapic-si  him  to 
remain  in  ofHce.  Lord  Falmerston  then,  said  that  if  Mr. 
lIuskisM)n  went  out  he  must  do  so  too.  ''I  remarked,"  says 
Lord  Falmerston,  ''  that  while  I  said  this  he  raised  his  eyes, 
which  had  been  fixed  on  the  ground  as  we  were  walking  up  and 
down,  and  looked  shar})  and  earnestly  at  me  to  see  whether 
this  was  meant  as  a  sort  of  menace,  or  a  party  measure." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  tliat  the  Duke  had  been  anxious  for 
some  time  to  get  rid  of  :\Ir.  liuskisson  ;  ami  on  the  25th  he 
was  able  to  inform  him  that  his  successor  at  the  Colonial  OtHce 
had  been  chosen. 

Sir  William  Pvae  to  Robert  Dixdas. 

London,  May  26,  1S2S. 

My  dear  l^uNDAS, — Huskisson  is  out. 

The  Duke  sent  for  Lord  Dudley  on  Saturday  morning,  and 
said  there  nnist  be  an  end  of  the  then  state  of  matters,  and  that 
if  he  did  not  hear  from  IL  before  two  o'clock,  he  wouKl  go  to  ihe 
King.  Dudley  soon  after  returned,  and  requested  that  the  Duke 
would  say  something  to  smooth  the  way.  But  the  Duke  said  no  ; 
that  whatever  was  to  be  ])assed  was  to  be  in  writing,  :uid  that 
whatever  had  jKissed  verbally  must  go  for  nothing,  but  that  he 
would  wait  till  two. 

The  hour  came,  and  no  letter,  so  off  went  the  Duke  to  the 
King.  It  is  believed  that  a  countryman  of  our  own  will  be  the 
successor  in  the  colonial  office,  but  I  am  not  at  hberty  to  say  more. 
We  shall  not  surter  by  this  change;  we  lose  a  man  of  talent,  but 
a  united  Treasury  Bench  is  of  more  importance  in  the  Htni-e  ot 
Commons. — Yours  faithfully,  ^^  ^'-  l'-^^-- 

^   BuUver's  Life  of  Lord  Palmerston,  vol.  i.  p.  261. 


,J.   >•  fi.\.'i  JJ   'Air'. 
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HKX)n  DiXDAs  to  RouKirr  Dcxdas. 

Brook  St ra  et,  May  2S,  1S2S. 

Dear  IJobekt, — I  have  m)  doul)t  you  will  have  recci\((l  tlie 
news  ol"  tlic  secession  of  Husky  with  tlie  same  satisl'actiou 
that  I  felt  on  first  hearing  of  it.  Sir  George  Murray  is  to  l)e 
his  successor.  Tlii^  is  the  only  appointment  1  believe  tliat  is 
decided, 

Charles  Grant,  1  understand,  has  also  resigned.  Sir  ]lein-y 
Hardinge  and  Sir  George  Clerk  liave  both  b,een  named  as  suc- 
cessors to  Lord  Palmer.ston.  1  think  the  latter  (piite  impossible, 
and  should  not  think  he  could  wish  to  move  so  soon.  One  resig- 
nation seems  much  regretted,  that  of  the  Daud/cj/.^  It  Mas  not 
expected  he  would  have  thought  it  necessary  to  take  this  step, 
in  consecjuence  of  Husky's  secession,  and  ]  think,  for  a  man  of  hi^ 
rank  aiul  statimi  to  identify  himself  with  such  a  man  as  Husky  is 
much  bLiieaih  him.  Besides,  if  my  infoi-mation  is  correct,  he  ex- 
pressed himself  as  thinking  Husky  to  ha^•e  acted  a  very  wrong 
part,  and  as  he  seems  to  Inne  gi\en  great  satisfaction  in  his  office, 
his  resignation  is  rather  to  be  regretted,  particularly  as  it  gives  a 
sort  of  rallving  point  for  the  Canning  party^  which,  had  he  re- 
mained, nould  otherwise  have-  sunk  into  nothing;  for  as  to  Husky 
or  Grant,  no  one  cares  one  damn  about  them.  The  general 
opinion  in  the  city  when  these  resignations  were  first  mentioned, 
was  that  it  would  ha\e  the  etlect  of  establishing  the  Government 
on  a  stronger  footing.  The  Duke  has  got  the  entire  confidence 
of  everybody,  and  lias  acted  \ery  firmly  and  discreetly  in  this 
business.  Husky  wanted  to  retract  his  ofi'er  of  resignation,  or. 
at  least,  to  explain  it  awav  as  only  intimating  his  readiness  to 
resign,  if  it  was  thought  in"ce>sai-y.  and  not  as  a  positive  tender  of 
his  resignation.  Tliis  was  a  regular  quiblde,  and  the  Duke  very 
properly  sent  the  second  letter,  as  he  had  done  the  first,  to  the 
King,  who,  it  is  said,  showed  no  dissatisfaction  at  the  retirement  of 
Husky,  but  rather  the  reverse. 

William  Lamb-  has  also  resigned,  for  no  other  reason,  it  would 
seem,  but  having  come  into  oliice  ■s\ith  that  party,  he  chose  to 
retire  with  it,  not  h;i\ing\  as  I  can  learn,  any  objection  to  remain 
with  the  Duke.  And  if  tlie  vote  on  the  East  Ketford  Bill  had 
anything-  td  do  with  tlu  se  changes,  he  had  no  reason  at  all  to  retire, 
having  V(>ted   in   the  majuritv,  and  against  Husky.      I  am  sorry  lie 


1  Lord  Diicilcy. 

-  Willinm  Lfinib,  artervva.rcls  Viscount  Mellooiirne. 
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has  resigned;  altlio'  a  Whie,  he  is  a  very  flood  one,  a  decided  anti- 
reformer,  and  has  I  helieve,  .liiven  ,ii-reat  '^atisfaclion  in  In  land. 
Taken  all  in  all,  he  is  a  <;<)od  man,  and  very  sound  in  his 
Djiinions. 

The  day  after  the  division  on  the  East  Retford  Bill,  Paddy 
Holmes"^  niet  the  Duke,  and  told  him  he  had  d(me  his  l)est  to 
procure  a  ^ood  attendance  of  members,  but  that  he  was  not  pre- 
l)ared  for  some  circumstances  attending  the  di\isi(in  ;  and  as  tliat 
night  a  division  \vas  again  expected,  he  Avished  to  know  whetlu  r  he 
should  advise  gentlemen  to  vote  with  Mr.  Secretary  Iluskisson  or 
Mr.  Secretary  Peel.  The  Duke  laugh.-d  and  said,  '•'  J5y  Vuh\,  you  re 
quite  i-ight,  this  w,.n't  do,  it  must  be  put  a  stop  to."  I  only  hope 
now  we  shall  go  on  l)etter  in  our  House  :  tilings  have  not  ij;ouv  on  at 
all  well.  It  ha-.  Inen  nothing  less  than  the  adoption  of  every 
measure  of  opposition,  and  weak  concession  on  every  point.  Peel 
has  disa]vpo!nted  the  hopes  of  many  people;  he  has  not  ner\  e 
enough,  and  wishes  to  have  the  idea  of  always  acting  what  he 
calls  a-  .  .  .  ])ar!;  :  that,  in  fict.  he  gives  way  on  everything,  and, 
of  course,  the  support  he  meets  with  is  jirojiortionally  weakened. 
I  only  hope  he  will  now  take  a  decided  line  ;  any  embarrassment 
he  may  have  felt  with  the  Canningites  is  now  removed,  and  if  he 
does  not  show  fight  when  necessary,  the  ])arty  must  fad.  He 
wants  political  c(nn-age.  What  says  that  crocodile  Hope  to  all 
this?  Does  he  mean  to  follow  Husky  in  his  retirement  .^  Oris 
resignation  only  a  \  irtue  he  preaches,  not  ])raetises  ? 

1  expect  to  sail  for  Corfu  very  shortly. 

I  am  now  going  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  Mr.  Pitt  at  the  City 
of  London  'J'avern,  Lord  Skelmersdale  in  the  chair.  — i:ver  yours, 

H.  D. 

Robert  Adam  J3lndas  to  RonKirr  DiNnAs. 

Mivart's  HoTF.r,  I'-rook  Street, 
Ju;u-  3,  iS-^S. 
Mv  OFAU  Ruu!  liT,— You  will  see  in  the  new.spapers  an  account 
of  la^t  night's  debate,  in  which  the  united  etforts  of  the  Whig-  and 
Canningites  to  throw  discredit  on  the  Duke  of  We]lin-t<.n  were 
completely  defeated.  Huskisson's  defence  was  lame  and  un- 
satisfactory to  the  House.  Rrougham  could  not  defend  it.  The 
division  of  last  night  has  established  the   Government^^nd^  t^.e 

1  William  Holmes,  Esq.,  M.P.  He  filled  the  office  of  Clerk  to  the  OpI- 
nance,  an<l  acted  for  many  years  as  Whip  to  the  Tory  party  in  the  Hou-e  of 
C..mmons,  ^vhere  his  Irish  wit  and  good  hum.vur  made  him  a  universal  fav.-unte. 

-  Word  wanting,  owing  to  the  letter  being  torn. 


..,<;/:..n   ,'..;/ 
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second  divi^^ion.  to  uhich  I  iKiiticularly  refer  you,  clearly  show? 
the  U!i]3opu]aritv  ot"  Huskisvuu's  conduct,  even  in  the  House  of 
Comnuins.  Afler  the  tirst  di\i.'>!oa  the  Whi^s  oave  up  all  for  lost, 
and  left  tlie  IIousc.  m  ith  the  t-xce})tion  of  twenty-H\e,  who 
retained  their  seats  on  the  right  hand  of  tlie  chair,  the  siilc  on 
whicli  they  tii\ided.  'J'he  otlier  side  oi'  the  Ilou-.e  was  brimfull  of 
the  friends  ol  the  Go\cnnuent  to  the  nund)er  of  2'20,  who  to  a 
man  niaintaintd  their  places  liehind  l\^el.  The  effect  t)f  this  was 
more  striking  than  anvthing  I  e\er  witnes.^cd  in  tlie  House  ot 
Commons,  or  anywhcrt-  else.  Such  decided  and  determined 
support  I  I'iever  saw  given  to  anv  man,  and  the  etlect  of  the 
empty  benches  on  the  side  on  which  the  opposition  divided  was 
no  less  singular  in  its  way.  I^-el's  friends  kept  their  places  till 
he  left  the  House,  and  followed  him  out. 

The  support  which  the  Government  received  last  night  ^^  as 
beyond  my  most  sanguiiie  ex]iectations.  considering  the  influence 
Canning  used  iu  forming  the  Parliament.  Now  that  the  mis- 
creants ha\e  been  dragged  through  the  mire  by  Huskisson,  and 
left  in  the  s,'uitii-h  oj'  (le.y)uini,  in  which  situation  1  trust  they  may 
long  reruain,  we  may  again  enjoy  the  happiness  of  seeing  firmly 
established  a  united  Tory  Government,  which,  in  my  lunnble 
opinion,  never  was  more  required,  considering  the  situation  of 
public  aflairs  at  home  and  abroad,  and  considering  the  utter  con- 
tempt in  which  foreign  powers  hold  every  individual  of  the 
Canning  faction. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  s))ite  of  all  the  abuse  lavished  on 
him,  has  shov.n  no  want  of  energy  in  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
Government. — Yours  sincerelv,  H.  A.  Dundas. 


In  February  1830  Sir  S.  Shepherd,  on  account  of  ill  liealtli, 
resigned  tlie  otllee  of  Chief  Jiaron  of  Scotland.  Tlie  event  liad 
been  long  anticipated,  ami  it  was  considered  in  Scotland  tliat 
on  account  of  bis  position,  long  services,  and  titness  for  tb.e 
post,  tlie  vacant  apj)ointin.ent  sliouki  have  been  liestowetl  uj)OU 
Sir  William  llae.  However,  the  policy  of  conciliating  the 
Whigs  wliich  was  then  being  pursued  by  tlie  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton and  ]Mr.  Peel,  iiuluced  them  to  pass  over  their  own  I.nrd 
Advocate  in  order  to  appoint  Mr.  James  Abereroniby  Chief 
Baron,  a  man  of  whom  it  was  felt  bv  the  Scotlisli  Tories  that 
bis  sole  claim  to  the  ajijiointnieiit  lav  in  bis  being  a  \\'liig. 
Ik'sides   tile   respect  felt  for   Sir   ^Villia.nl    llae   on   account   of 
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his  lone,  public  services,  he  wa.  personally  pop.lar.     All   this 
rendered  ^ron^er  the  irritalion  lVlt  ac^ainst  the  Government  on 
acconnt  of  the  ^say  in  .ln<-h  tl>ey  had  hehaveci     and  it  .s  >aK 
that    at>erwards    the    Duke    himself   regretted    i^-    ^^^1-   --^ 
acknowledoed  that  he  had  behaved  badly  to   >u^  A\  d ban,   l.ae. 
\t  Arniston  there  are  a  variety  of  letters  Iron.  Join,  lb>pe.  the 
Solieitor-General,  to  Robert  Dundas,  ^ho  was  then  m  l.o.uum, 
on  tlie  subject,  expressive  of  the  feeling  in  Scotlaml  up<^n   tne 
treatment  of  Sir  ^^•illiam  Kae.     ''  The  treatment  oi  the  Advc,^ 
c-xte"  he  V.  rites  on   the  10th   of  February,  "is  scandalous.     1 
think    it    the    verv    harshest    and    nK)st    untVcHng    thmg    any 
Govennnent  ever 'did.     T  remen.ber  in  history  (that  ,s,  b-om 
16S9)  nothing  in  ]M>litical  life  nnnv  cruel,  more  ndanious        .   . 
The  crv  ao-ain^t  Lord  Alelville  is  louder  and  more  general  than 
anv  eVer  'raised   in   nw  tin.e   as   to   any   public   and   persona 
matter.     I  nn,<t  fan-lv  add  that  9-lOths  of  ]>eople  believe,  and 
ever  ^vill,  either  that^Lord  M.  desired  to  clriye  llae  b)  re>ign 
or  that  Lord  AL  has  as  little  to  say  as  m  Jnly  LS../     ...   1 
am  too  disguste<1   ^vith   the  treatment  of  lla^  to  wrde   n.ore 
about  it."     On  the  ibllouing  day  he  writes  .^an,  >    '  Jeibey  .ad 
to  me  to-dav  that  they  all  view  this  as  a  deoded  degradatun> 
to  the  Scotch  bar,  and  are  far  from  thanking  11  Lnperatore  lor 
it  .    What  can  ihqj  do  for  Rac  ?     The  snbject  is  to  me  tub 

of  diso-nst.     There  is  not  paUiation  or  excuse." 

Had  Sir  WiUiam  Kae  been  appointed  (  hief  baton, 
John  Hope  would  have  succeeded!  Kae  as  Lord  Advocate 
and  Kobert  Dundas  expected  to  succeed  Hope.  l>ul  c.u, 
if  these  arrangements  had  been  carried  onl  then-  dura.u.n 
would  have  been  very  brief,  tor  the  Scottish  Vf^^^^^^^f^^ 
.as  then  tottering  to  its  tall,  and  six  nionxhs  later  the  > 
Government  had  come  to  an   end.  and  the  old  state  ot   tlung. 

'''^  Tile  Catholic  Emancipation  Act  had  been  unpopuhir  anumg 
the  Duke  of  ^^'ellington  s  supporters  in  Scotland.  ;  i  he  Duke 
of  Wellington,-  says  the  Xno  Scot.  M.ga:.nc  in  Ieb.a-n> 
18^9  -  before  wlKmi  the  fortunes  and  the  genius  o  Napc^kon 
.•e^^;  bowed  down,  has  quailed  beneath  theg.^ccnnuhng  nm  o 
some  Irish  mountebanks  and  bog-trotters  In>m  he  .ku  o 
which  he  rose  in  the  House  of  Comnu>ns  to  decku-e  h  >  .ud^  n 
conversion     to    Catholic    l-mancipatuni,    Mr.    1  eel    had.    been 
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openly  accused  of  the  basest  political  ajiostasv  ])v  nianv  of 
these  who  had  bc-en  lii.s  ^\a^l1lest  admirers.  In  llie  IIolisl-  of 
Commons,  a.s  \\ell  as  in  the  eountr\,  the  authority  of  tlie 
Government  \v;is  seriously  ^haken  ;  and  their  followers  lc;oked 
forward  in  nianv  cases  with  iirave  appreliensions  to  the  chances 
of  a  geneial  election.  In  spite,  however,  of  these  nntoxsard 
circumstances,  W'illiam  Dundas  was  aiiain.  i-eturned,  at  tiie 
election  of  lS-3(),  for  the  city  of  I'chnbin-ii,-]).  tlic  seat  lie  had 
occupied  so  lonii;.  Henry  Dundas,  J.ord  Melville's  son,  was 
returned  for  Winchelsea,  and  Uo])ert  Adam  Dundas  for 
Ipswich.  This  Parliament  was  dissohed  on  the  2'3il  of  A])ril 
1831,  in  the  midst  of  the  wildest  })olitical  excitement  \\idc]) 
the  country  lias  probably  evei-  kn.ow  n.  The  second  readinu,- 
of  the  1-^ngiish  Kcform  Bill  had  been  carried;  but  ^Vlinisters 
had  been  defeated  in  counnittee  on  General  Gascovne's  motion 
that  the  nund)er  of  mend>ers  for  l'aiii,lani.l  ;uid  Wales  oui;Iit 
not  to  be  diminished.  'Mr.  "William  I)LUula>  ditl  not  ])resent 
himself  for  re-election  ;  and  the  'I'ory  ciaidid.ate  for  Edin- 
burgh was  INIr.  Robei-t  Adiun  Dundas,  soil  of  Mr.  Phiii]) 
Dundas,  fourth  son  of  the  secoml  Tresitlent.^  Born  in  ISOl, 
he  was  called  to  the  Scottish  bar  in  18;^'6,  and  married, 
two  years  later,  Latiy  INlary,  daughter  of  the  seventh  I'arl 
of  Elgin.  Erom  1826  tillthe  dissolution  of  1831  he  had 
been  member  for  l})swich.  l>ut  lie  was  now  nominatetl  for 
l^Alinburgh,  wliich  had  been  mi  long  re})resented  bv  some 
member  of  his  family.  The  "Whig  candidate  was  Mr.  Jeffrev, 
then  1-ord  Ad^•ocate,  A\ho  had  coiiscntetl  to  stand  somewhat 
unwillinglv,  ;is  he  was  well  aware  that,  however  stronii'  the 
popular  feeling  in  his  favour  mii^ht  l)e,  it  was  verv  in)]n-obal)le 
that  the  town-council  would  elect  him.  His  opinion  ]iroved 
correct.  Tlie  town-council  still  stood  tirm  to  their  old  colours, 
and,  on  the  last  occ;ision  of  exercising  their  ancient  privilege  of 
returning  a  mend)er  to  I'arliament,  elected  a  Dundas.  As  their 
piivilege  was  certain  to  be  extinguisheel,  to  stand  bv  their  old 
])olitical  faitli,  and  by  the  family  with  whom  thev  liad  for  so 
many  years  been  politically  coimected,  was  perhaps  the  mo.-<t 


^  Mr.  Philip  Dundas  represtiUeil  Gatton  in  Parliament  from  Janaaiy  1S03 
till  April  1805,  when  he  was  appointed  Governor  of  Prince  of  \Vale.>  L-.Ian<I. 
He  died,  whtn  on  l^oard  ship  on  his  way  to  India,  in  April  1807. 
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(li(;'nilie(l  mode  of  exercising  it  for  the  last  time.  There  ua>, 
however,  a  dixision,  and  the  lunnbL'rs  were  17  for  D.i't  1  u.  \\ 
for  Jertrey,  and  9.  lor  the  Lord  ]*ro\()>t,  wlio  had  also  been 
noininatetl. 

Outside  the  Comieil  C^hanibers,  in  the  jloyal  Exchange,  a,n 
immense  crowd  had  collected,  prepared  to  give  h  I'ough  recej)- 
tion,  not  so  much  to  the  new  member,  against  whom  thev  had 
probably  l)ut  little  ill-will,  as  to  the  Provost,  whose  conduct  in 
ignoring  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  was  l)itierly  resented.  The 
moment  the  Chief  Magistrate  appeared,  the  rioting  beuan. 
"The  l.oi-d  .Vd\()eaie.''  said  a  ]-)aper  of  the  ilav,  "  beinii;  a 
little  man,  and  ha.ving  to  struggle  oiily  with  tlie  blessings  of 
the  }ux)ple,  got  easily  out  of  the  throng.  The  I'ro\-ost,  who  is, 
e.r  officio^  a  big  mrm,  did  not  escajie  so  easily,  ^^'■e  said,  last 
week,  that  an  ]:Alinburgh  mob  \sas  no  jt)ke,  and  the  ].ord 
ProN'ost's  nose  on  Tuesday  bc^re  woful  testimonv  to  the  truth  of 
our  assei'tion.  A\'liat  could  tem])t  any  man  in  his  sober  senses, 
the  moment  after  he  had  bi-aved  the  wliole  })opulation  of  the 
to\\n.  to  a])pear  on  foot  in  tlie  mitlst  of  a  numerous  .uul 
exasperated  band  of  tliem,  we  do  not  ))retend  to  tiivine."  It 
was  with  tlie  utmost  difiicuUy  that  the  l^rovost  \sas  rescued; 
and  at  one  time  his  life  was  actually  in  danger.  He  was 
caught  u})  and  held  o\ev  the  parapet  of  tiie  North  Ih'iciue  ; 
but  fortunately  he  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  seize  one  of  his 
assailants  and  declare  that  he  would  not  go  tlown  alone. 
Ultimately  he  re.U'lied  his  home  in  sal'etv,  but  only  untiei-  the 
protection  of  a  gu.ird  of  soldiers. 

The  city  was  for  some  liours  in  the  hands  of  the  mob,  the 
useless  civic  guard  having  been  easily  o\er])owered.  In  the 
course  of  the  night  an  attack  was  made  on  tlie  Dundase.-.'  t()^vn 
house,  No.  09  Queen  Street.  The  familv  were  at  .Vrr.i>ron, 
and  did  not  hear  of  what  had  taken  ])lace  till  next  niorninu\ 
when  the  .terrified  servants  rejxn-ted  that  the  win.dous  hat!  l>een 
broken  by  stones,  and  that  they  had  been  comi)el]ed  to  take 
refuge  in  the  back  parts  of  the  house. 

lb  chanced  that  in  the  drawing-room  there  was  a  liant!>ome 
mirror  belonging  to  Lord  Abercrombv,  whicl)  ^Nlr.  Duuilas. 
before  leaving  for  Arniston,  had  carefully  covered  lip.  i.t)rd 
Abercrondn'  had,  early  in  the  century,  sat  for  l^dinburuh  ;■:-  a 
Tory,  l)ut  had   afterwards   joined  the  Whig   party,  to  which 
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most  of  liis  faniilv  belonued  ;  and,  on  lieai-in^ii;  of  tlie  clani.ii^e 
(lone  to  tlio  house,  ?^rrs.  Dundas  lauo-hjnolv  said  tliat  it  \w,u]d 
liave  servetl  llieir  old  friend  ii_u-]it  if  his  iniiTor  had  ])een  Jeit  to 
tlie  tender  rnercies  of  tlie  ll.uh'eal  )nol). 

The  result  of  the  general  election  in  Scotland  was  a 
majority  of  tliree  in  favour  of  the  ]Mini-.lr_v  ;  wliile  in  Enghmd 
tlie  supporters  of  the  Jleforni  Bill  secureil  so  many  seats  that, 
when  Parliament  met,  the  second  reading  was  carried  bv  a 
majority  of  i'oQ. 

After  a  year  of  turmoil  tlu'  Englisli  Keform  l^,ill  })assed  on 
the  4th  of -June.  As  it  \\as  now  certain  that  the  Jiill  for  Scot- 
land nnist  speedily  l)ect)me  law,  when  a  general  election  would 
at  once  take  place,  a  serious  (piestion  arose  as  to  what  .-cats 
should  be  contested  in  the  Conservative  interest.  ^Nlidlollrlan 
and  the  city  of  J^dinburgh  va-re  the  seats  in  w  hich  most  interest 
was  felt  ;'t  Arniston.  As  to  whether  ^Midlothian  should  be 
contested  tho-e  was  no  doubt.  There  tlie  issue  A\as  ver\  un- 
certain. AN'ith  (K'casional  intervals  the  Dundases  had  j)os- 
sessed  the  seat  for  about  one  hundred  and  ten  years,  and  it 
could  not  be  relincjuished  without  a  struggle.  The  Arniston 
influence  was  given  to  Sir  George  Clerk,  who,  like  his  opponent, 
Sir  John  Dalrymple,  was  already  in  the  fieUl. 

It  was  otherwise  with  regard  to. Edinburgh.  There  the 
Whigs,  or  rather  the  Radicals,  were  enormously  strong;  and  it 
was  felt  to  be  almost  a  hoj)eless  attempt.  But  the  Dunria-cs 
were  naturally  averse  to  giving  u))  a  seat  \\hich  thev  had  field 
for  neaily  I'oity  years,  and  the  tbllowing  letters  will  suiiicc  to 
describe  the  views  Avhich  were  entertained  by  ^Ir.  Robert  .Vd  iiii 
Dnndas  and  other  ])ractical  |!oliticians  u]ion  tlie  subject : — 

Mr.  II.  A.  DiNDAS  fu  Mr.  Duxuas. 

London, _/;/;/6'  13,  iS;::. 
■  Dear  Hodert,  — I  had  intended  to  have  written  to  you  vrster- 
day  with  reference  to  the  future  representation  of  the  city  oi' 
Edinburgh^  and  it  is  necessary  that  you  sliould  lose  no  tinie  in 
consulting  our  friends  wlio  meet  at  Blackwood's  and  so  abl}  :mI]>- 
port  the  Conservative  cause. 

It  is  for  them  to  determine  what  is  to  be  done. 

For  my  own  part  I  see  so  little  chance  of  success^  or  even  of 
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obtaining  a  reasonable  minority  in  a  constituency  of  at  least  I'iOO, 
that  it  mav  be  a  ([ucstion  whether  we  are  prepared  or  not  to  hazard 
a  conte>i.  I  am,  howe\  ei ,  vvilling  to  jilacc  myself  in  the  h.uids  of 
the  jj-irly  either  to  stand  a  contest  o/i  cniaiii  roiuhllons,  or  at  once 
to  withdraw  in  favour  of  a  more  })opular  eaiulidate.  1  cannot 
undertake  a  contest  if  tlie  election  is  to  be  eondueled  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  elections  ocnerally  are  conducted.  Were  I  to  iigree 
to  this,  I  should  inevitalih'  be  ruined.  If  however  the  party  in 
Kdinlangli  are  willing  to  conduct  the  contest,  and  professional 
nien  be  rcidy  to  lend  their  oratuitous  services  so  that  I  sliall  be 
liable  oidy  for  my  i)wn  ]>ersonaI  expenses,  then  I  am  willing  to 
jilace  myself  at  the  disjio^al  of  the  party  whether  the  struggle  be 
succe-^sfnl  or  not  I  have  consulted  Sir  John  Forbes  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  ^aggested  to  him  Avhether  it  mo'c  likely  that  the  Radicals 
would  let  him  come  in  with  the  Lord  Advocate.  If  such  an 
arrangement  ct)uld  l)e  made,  which  I  believe  would  be  made  more 
easily  with  anotlter  ]>;irty  than  myself  who  am  so  objectionable  to 
tlie  .lacobins,  and  more  especially  to  those  in  Kdin'',  as  having 
been  elecled  by  the  Town  Council,  1  l)elieve  it  would  lie  for  the 
interest  of  the  Conservative  cause  that  1  sliould  withdi-aw  and  seek 
mv  fortune  elsewhere.  Sir  John  Forbes  desires  me  to  sav  that  he 
is  most  unwilling  to  be  a  candidate,  and  that  he  must  ha.ve  time  to 
make  uj)  Ins  mind  if  he  should  be  selected.  He  autliorises  me  also 
to  say  that  he  v.ill  undertake  no  contest  except  on  an  understand- 
ing that  it  is  to  be  the  contest  of  the  j)arty  and  not  for  his  own 
•personal  gratification.  I  beg  that  you  will  assure  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Connuittee  at  Mr  F)lackwood's  that  in  coming  t(>  a  decision 
on  til  is  (]uestioa  they  will  best  consult  my  wishes  in  deternn'ning 
on  what  will  be  most  ad\  isable  for  the  interest  of  the  Conser\ative 
cause  without  reference  to  any  views  o^  ambition  I  may  ha\e  in 
continuing  to  represent  the  city  of  k'dlnburgh.  Let  this,  how- 
evei',  be  distinctlv  understood,  that  neitlur  Sir  John  Forbes  nor  I 
can  accpiii'sce  in  any  arrangement  which  will  invohe  us  in  an 
engagement  to  be  liable  for  more  than  our  personal  expenses. 
]*rav  lay  this  letter  bt  fore  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  and 
let  me  h.ave  tlieir  answer  as  soon  as  thev  have  decided. — Y""  \  ery 
sincerely,  R.   A.    l)i  ndas. 

7^.S'.— Sir  J.  D.i  swears  till  he  is  black  hi  the   face   that   there 
were  no  flags  at  the  Radical  meeting  smh  as  I  described. 

'   Sir  John   Daliymple.      It  w.is  roponed  th.it  fl.at;-.  of  a  ili^luyal  chnr.icter  h;i>l 
bceii  I'.isplaycJ  at  a  rct'nui  incctini;  in  the  previous  niontti. 

/ 
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Mii.  Ik)i!i;uT  Ai)\M  DuxDAs /?;  Mn.  Dlndas.      ,  .  ,   ,, 

LoM)  :>x,  //r'.'.-'  15,  I '^3-". 

Dkar  IloBKin  .---I  have  received  yimr  letter  tliis  iiioniinu,  and 
Sir  John  Forbes  will  explain  in  jierson  his  views  and  mine  vitli  re- 
spect ti>  the  representation  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  My  ojiininu 
niovt  decidedly  is  that  if  Aytoun  split  the  Whig  party,  one  Tory 
candidate  -will  have  a  better  chance  than  two,  a-,  I  su})po'>e  no  one 
dreani.^  of  tlie  })Oss;bility  of  two  Tory  inembers  for  the  city  of 
Edinbovul,  An-d  if  you  can  get  in  one  you  will  be  very  fortunate. 
I  must  have  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  am  to  ha\e  y-o  a::c!ii 
retained  for  me,  nor  v.ill  I  hold  myself  responsible  tor  the  acts  of 
any  agent  whatever. 

The  contest  nnist  be  conducted  by  the  party. 

It  is  oidy  at  the  solicitation  of  the  })ar!:y  and  in  consequence  of 
the  complexion  of  the  votes  after  they  are  registered  that  I  sliall 
allow  myself  to  be  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
to  cany  their  views  into  eflect  without  rendering  myself  per-(mally 
responsible  for  their  action^. 

There  is  no  agent  in  b'dinburgh  whom  I  would  trust  with  the 
unliounded  u-,e  of  my  ])urse,  and  T  beliexe  that  Sir  John  Forbes 
and  I  are  of  the  same  opinion  on  this  point.  I  write  this  in  confi- 
dence^ in  order  that  you  may  be  prepared  with  my  views  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  a  crmtest  is  to  be  conducted  in  Edinl>uruh.  Sir 
John  Forbes  will  see  you  soon  aftei-  his  arrival  in  Edin'.  and  will 
tell  you  more.  In  the  meantime,  till  something  is  settled  by  the 
party,  and  1  am  informed  of  their  plans,  I  shall  remain  here. 

In  haste.— Y'^  ever,  H.  A.  1). 


Ml!.  KojiFRT  Adam  Dindas  lo  Mr.  Dlndas. 

Pfiv^'le. 

(JI\RI,KS   SlKF  FT.  ///;.'<.■  22.    I>32. 

DtAH  RoBKRT,- — 1  received  your  letter  this  morning,  and  in 
answer  beg  to  assure  you  that  no  man  %\  ill  be  found  in  London  to 
enter  into  a  contest  foi-  l^dinburgh  on  the  expensive  system  \vhich 
is  likely  to  be  created  by  the  men  of  business  in  that  }il;ice.  I 
send  you.  some  suggestions  which,  if  adhered  to.  will  make  [)eo))le 
of  Conservative  principles  come  forwaril  v.ithout  compromising 
their  character  or  ruining  their  fortunes.  The  suggestions  which 
I  enclose  tor  the  use  of  our  friends  in  the  north  are  founded  on  my 
own  experience  and  on  the  jirinciples  on  which  all  elections  have 
latelv  been  conducted  in  I\,ni;]and  and  w  ill  be  conducted  under  the 
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Hefomi  Bill.  On  such  i)riucii)lcs  contests  for  Loudon  and  West- 
minster and  tin-  counly  of  Dorset  have  cost  the  eandidute 
notliingll!  Whereas  on  Mr.  I'isher's  jjrinciples  of  paid  .twruts, 
(h-inking-hoiises,  ^^c.,  I  would  not  undertake  a  contest  in  I'.diii^ 
if  I  had  i:;;0,000  given  me  to  conduct  it.  Most  heartily  do  1 
congratulate  myself  that  1  am  out  of  the  serai^e.  1  expect  ;!n 
answer  from  Ipswich  to-morrow.  My  last  eleetiv)n  there  stood  )ne 
less  than  ei-ht  hundred  pounds.  My  first  in  £.-)000,  thanks  to 
the  attorneys  !  and  tlie  freemen  were  better  }ileased  with  the 
last  election  than  the  first.  If  I  am  again  invited,  it  will  be  still 
less,  as  there  are  no  out-voters. 

You  should  stir  u])  the  press  against  t!ie  system  jmrsued  in 
Berwickshire  by  Marjoribaiiks.  Are  the  independent  householders 
to  be  crannned  into  voting  by  dint  of  beef  and  pudding?  And  who 
canvasses  on  this  plan?  Why,  those  })ersons  who  railed  against 
the  expense  and  corrujition  of  former  elections.  }]U  llns  poiiil 
hard,  it  will  do  good.  The  suggestions  to  which  I  alluded,  and 
wliich  are  in  a  separate  enclosure,  are  not  to  be  made  generally 
public,  but  you  may  safely  show  them  to  your  confidential  friends 
who  are  likely  to  take  a  sliare  in  the  management  of  elections 
under  the  Keform  Bilk— Very  sincerely  y'%  K.  A.  Dlxoa-. 

/>.,S'.__The  ];)ukc  of  B.  is  in  connnunication  with  Ir\ine, 
but  he  will  not  place  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  writers  to  be 
pigeoned. 

Ultimately  :\Ir.  F()rl)es  lilair  was  selected  as  tlie  Conser- 
vative candidate,  in  ()p])()>iti(Mi  to  Jeffrey  and  the  liight 
Honourable  -lanu's  Al)ere)-ond)y,  and  tlie  canvass  of  the  city 
went  on  during  the  remainder  of  the  summer.  Mr.  Aytotu),  a 
Radical  candidate,  wa.s  also  in  the  field,  but  he  withdrew  in 
favour  of  ]\lr.  JeftVey  and  ^Ir.  Abercrond)y. 

'Hie  countv  was  also  thorougldy  canvassed  during  the 
.sunnner;  and  there  are  some  inemorand;i  on  the  subject  among 
the  Arniston  ])apers  in  the  handwriting  of  ]\Ir.  Dumla^  wliieh 
show  tliat  he  did  good  work  for  his  party  at  this  exciting  cri>is. 

The  election  for  the  City  took  place  on  tlie  18th  and  19th 
of  December,  when,  as  \\  as  expected,  Mr.  Jeffrey  and  ]Mr.  Al)er- 
cronibv  were  returned.     'Hie  numbers  were — 

Jeffrey, 40.'3.5 

Abercrombv,         ....  .')850 

Blair,.         ' 1519 
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Oil  the  sjuiiL'  (Iriy  as  the  result  of  the  ]'.(!iiibm-gh  election 
w.is  ileel;iretl.  Sir  Cieor^v  Clerk  and  Sir  John  Dalrvniple  \»ere 
nominated  ibr  ^Mid-Lothian.  Tlie  votin,<>;  took  ))lace  on  the  ^Ist 
and  2^d.  There  were  three  jiolling  ])laees,  Ediiiluiri;h,  ]\Iid- 
c-alder,  and  Dalkeitli.  At  Ivlinhurgh  the  munbers  m  ei-e  wry 
elo.se.  At  Midcalder  tliere  was  a  larii'e  iiiajoritv  for  the  A\'hiLi" 
candidate.  ]5ut  in  tlie  DalkeiMi  district,  where  tlie  Arni>ton 
influence  was  sti'onLi',  and  \\l)ei-e  Mr.  Dundas  had  canvassed  so 
haril  for  Jiis  ])arty,  Sii-  (ieoi-i^e  ("lerk  had  a  ^-ood  niajoritv. 
A\'hen  the  poll  closed  the  numbers  were — 


Sir  Join)  l)alrvni})le. 
.Sir  Georii'e  Clerk. 
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sir  John  l)alrvmj)le,  the  new  member  for  ?ilid-Lothian.  will 
deseived  his  succes.>  as  there\sard  of  a  lifedon^-  struu-ole  aiia.in^t 
what  had  hilhii-to  been  hopek'>s  odds.  lie  was  the  ac-t)\e  an<! 
unwearied,  leader  of  the  A\'hi^-  ])a)-tv  in  !\[id-].othian,  and  never 
missed  a  chance  of  forwa.rdini^'  theii-  interests.  A})art  from 
])olitical  reasons,  no  one  at  .Vrniston  urudgetl  him  the  victory 
he  had  won.  Ilis  second  uii'e,  Lady  Adamina  Duncan,  was  a 
niece  of  Chief  liaron  Dundas.  Throu<;h  all  the  trying  years  oi' 
])olitical  .strife,  both  Sir  John  ami  his  wife  retained  unaltered 
their  friendshi})  foi-  theii-  'J'ory  relatives ;  and  there  ai-e  some 
letters  in  the  collection  at  Arniston  from  Sii-  John  to  Mr. 
Dundas  upon  ccnmtv  matters,  in  whicli  they  had  a  common 
interest.' 

\\'hen  the  lii'>t  i>'eneral  election  umlei-  the  new  svstem  came 
to  an  t-nd,  the  Scottish  comities  luul  returned  twenty-one 
^^'hili•s  and  nine  'J'ories,  ami  the  burghs  hail  returned  t^veiity- 
two  A\'hius  and  one  Tory.  'Lhe  single  Tory  burgh,  naanber 
was  Colonel  15aillie,  who  was  elected  bv  a  majoritv  of  seven 
for  the  L.i\ernes>  Hurghs.  There  was  thus  ;i  majority  of  forty- 
three  v<-)t(s  to  ten  in  fa\-our  of  Loi'd  (i  rev's  Administration. 

'I'he  highest  ho))es  of  tlu>  Whigs  and  the  worst  tears  of  the 
Tories  liad  been  i-ealised  ;  and  with  this  election  the  long  con- 
tinued supremacN  of  the  'I'or\'  j)artv  in  Scotland  came  to  an  enti. 
Few  could  have  sup})osed,  on  the  formation  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  Administration,  that   within   the   short   space   of 


'  In  1S40  Sir  John  succcciled,  as  eij^inh  Earl,  to  the  Eurlduni  of  .Mair.     He 
lied  in  1853. 
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two  veai-s  the  whole  ol'  ih;it  ehihoraLe  strueture  ol'  politiiMl 
]i(iv,er,  vliicli  had  bi'cn  eivcted  and  niaintaiiu'd  with  such  dis- 
tiiiuui-lied  ability  hy  the  leadci-s  of  the  rulinsi;  ])ai-t_\,  ami  al)()\e 
aji,  1,)V  the  nieiuhers  of  the  h.ouM.'  of  Arni^toii,  \\as  to  he  sh;ittL^i\'d 
to  j)i(.ees.  15iit  nothing-  less  had  t^d<en  ])laee.  'The  old  svstnn 
had  e()iin)letel_v  dis;q)[H'are(h  aiul  its  place  hail  been  taken  In  a 
new  system,  the  results  of  \shic]i.  then  untbivseen,  politicians- 
are  i).'rhai;s  now  oid\'  beLiinninir  to  reali^-e. 
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110]5EKT  DIXDAS  ()]'  AKXI.STON — continued. 
CoNcLusiox  oi-   T}n:  ?^Ii;moii{s. 

().\  tlu'  )).i>-iiiii:  of  the  ]'rfnrni  j^ill  and  the  coin))lctc-  tlcfeat 
of  tlie  Scotti>h  Toi-v  party,  whic-li  implied  tlie  annihilation  of 
the  }X)litieal  iiiiluence  wln'eh  his  family  had  for  so  nianv  rears 
enjoyi'd  in  Seotlaud,  Mr.  Dnndas  at  once  recognised  tliat  any 
liope  lie  n:iL;ht  have  entertained  of  ])t)litieai  advanc-ement 
throunl)  tlie  Scottish  ])(i-  was  at  an  (iul.  He  decided  upon 
retiring  to  Arniston  ;ind  settling  thei'e  with  the  Aiew  of 
transferring  his  energies  from  j)olitical  life  to  tlie  management 
and  inrpro\en)ent  t)f  tlie  e>tate.  This  was  no  sudden  change  in 
his  jilans  of  life.  So  long  before  as  l''ebrua!-v  18.'2S,  w  hen  the 
Duke  of  ^^'ellington  had  i-etuiTied  to  ])ower,  and  the  ])ro'-])ects 
of  the  ])artv  had  biightened  again,  he  (jpened  his  mind  to  Lord 
Melville  upon  the  subjec-t  of  his  future  career.  His  friend 
John  Hope  ^  had  been  advising  him  ne\er  to  allow  the  thought 
of  l^u•liament  at  anv  futui'e  ])eriod  to  enter  his  n)inil,  tliat 
he  ought  to  stick  fast  to  the  Court'-,  and  if  appointed  Solicit(jr 
General  to  cpn't  that  oltice  for  the  ]}ench  as  soon  as  he  was 
able.  In  re[)ly  he  said  he  never  could  agree  to  that  doctiine. 
The  objLct  of  his  and)ition  was  to  represent  ^Mid-Lothian  in  the 
House  of  ("onnuons.  and  })rofessi()iial  promotion  was  onh'  the 
step  thereby  to  attain  it.  Had  he  chosen  a  jii-ofession  tor 
pecuniarv  eniohn)ient,  it  would  not  have  been  at  tlie  bar, 
but  in  Lidia.  that  he  would  h;ive  sought  a  fortune.  He 
c(juld  scarceh'  sav,  he  concluded,  with  what  ditiicultv  he 
would  resign  the  object  of  his  ambition  for  the  line  jioi.nted 
out  by  Hojie. 


AftcrM-anls  L.ird  Juslice-Clcrk  Hope. 


■  17  ,, 


'//■ 


//  ■■/■ 


'L' 


'7':'r' 


:"h/m'^    ...r 


i83^.]  (OXSrUL'CTKJX   OF  IMILKOADS.  'Jn9 

Bui  ii<v%v  the  tui'ii  wliicli  })!i!)lif  aflaii-s  had  taken  relieved 
~S\r.  Diuula^  from  the  iieeessitv  of  ehoosiiio-  ])ctA\cen  the  cai-eer 
whirl)  lie  liail  ])laiiiu'(l  for  hiDiself  ami  that  ANliich  .Mi".  Hope 
recomnieiuleit  ;  and  lienceforth  his  life  \vas  that  of  a  (•ounlr\ 
gentleman.  Fortunately,  id  tiiis  time,  an  opportunity  presented 
itself  not  merely  of  developin<i;  the  resources  of  his  estate,  but 
also  of  ]n()viding  himself  with  an  object  of  interest  as  a 
substitute  ior  the  occupation  he  had  lo<t  by  leaAiuLi'  the  b.-ir. 
This  uas  the  litting  and  woi-kina;  tlie  coal  of  Stobhill  h\ 
liimsclf  instead  of  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  a  tenant,  as  had 
of  late  yeai-s  been  done. 

^J^he  advantages  to  be  dei'ivetl  from  railroads  as  a  means  of 
transjiort  for  minerals  had  become  generally  recognised,  and 
endeavours  \sere  being  matle  for  their  introduction  into  mo,-,t  of 
the  mining  districts.  Some  time  before,  a  \  ariety  of  plans  had 
been  set  on  foot  for  the  construction  of  railways  between  tlie 
r\Iid-Lothian  and  Jvist  I.othian  collieries,  the  city  of  Edinburgh.. 
and  the  shi[)])ing  port  of  Leith.  Among  the  principal  ])romoters 
of  these  j'^lans  were  the  !Marqnis  of  liOthian  ^  and  ]Mr.  13unda> 
in  ?»Hd-Lothian,  and  Sir  James  Suttie  -  in  East  Lothian.  Their 
collieries  lal)oured  under  the  disadvantage  of  a  long  cartage  by 
road.  ]\[r.  George  Suttie"'  advocated  the  construction  of  aline 
from  the  north  side  of  J-'.dinburgh  near  the  Abbey  Hill,  w  ith  a 
l)ranch  i!i\erging  into  Ivnst  Eothian.  .\nother  line,  however, 
starting  from  the  south  side  of  I'Alinburgh  at  St.  Leonartl's,  w  a> 
the  one  adoj)ted  at  tliat  time.  Bui  cm  the  general  introductimi 
of  the  railway  system,  I\Ir.  Suttie  lived  to  see  his  scheme  adopteti 
by  the  North  British  llaihvay  ("omi)any,  as  he  had  urged  .shoe.id. 
be  done  twenty  yeai's  bef(M-e.  Power  had  been  got  for  the 
construction  of  a  horse  railroad  from  Edinburgh  to  Dalhou-^ie  ; 
and  the  work  was  in  progress  when  'Sir.  ]3undas  settled  at 
Arniston.  Erom  Dalhousie  it  was  being  extended  l)y  the 
INlarquis  <^f  I^othian  to  his  colliery  at  IVrvans.  'J"hi-ough  the 
kindness  of  Lord  Lothian  Mr.  Diuulas  was  enabled  to  extend 
the  Newbattle  branch  as  fa.r  as  Arnistt)n  Colliery,  thus  bringing 
his  coaliield  into  direct  connnunication  with   Edinburgh.     The 


'  The  scveiuh  Man('ais  of  Lothian. 

-  Sir  James  Grant  Suttie  nf  Preslongr.anye  and  lia!g..)ne. 

^  Afterwards  Sir  George  Grant   Suttie.      He  worked  his  CoHiery  at  Preston- 
grange  for  many  years. 
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Arniston  C'ollierv  Wcis  at  that  time  in  the  haiuls  of  an  iiieoni- 
j)etent  teiKuit  pt)s>cssi.>(l  of  neitlK-r  capital  noi-  cikmo_v.  .VfkT 
imu-li  trouble  Mr.  Duiuias  succeeikHl  in  [)iirchasiiii;'  iVom  him 
a  renuuci.iiion  ()f  thi^  lease;  whic'h  was  folln\\-(.'(l  by  his  ivlil  tiii^u' 
the  colliery  on  a  scale  suited  to  the  enlarged  trade  wiiieh  wiis 
expected.  These  operations  i;ave  liim  ample  occupalion,  in- 
volving as  they  did  a  laru,e  outlay  and  the  sliare  of  trouble  and 
anxiety  inse])aral)le  from  miniiiii;  atlventui-e.  llowevci-,  he  was 
spared  to  see  the  work  on  vvliich  he  had  embarkeil  brought 
to  a  successful  is.>ue,  and  in  full  o])erati()n. 

The  period  of  nineteen  years  l)et\\een  1819  and  lS-'38,  tluring 
which  Mr.  Dundas  v.as  possessor  of  Arniston,  was  not  one  of 
niueli  progress  in  agrie\dtin-e.  The  shock  caused  by  the 
transition  tVom  the  high  ])rices  of  farm  ])i-oduce  during  the 
war  to  the  stagnation  whieli  followed  the  })eace  pressed  he;i\ily 
upon  tlic  lauthd  intere.-.|.s.  Under  the  stimulus  of  ]\igh  prices, 
impro\ements  had  been  jiushcd  forwaid  at  too  rapid  a  pace. 
I^andlords  had  incurretl  an  expenditure  in  reclaiming  N^aste 
land,  and  tenants  had  eiitcreil  into  corresponding  engagements. 
'I'his  emlcd  in  biinging  loss  upon  both,  and  it  was  long  before 
the  pressure  ceased  to  be  felt. 

In  18^J3  a  calculation  was  ])ublished  by  ]\Ir.  Scott  of  Air- 
field, near  Dalkeith,  showing  the  extent  to  whicli  the  price  of 
farm  produce  had  fallen  .since  181-5.  lie  took  the  instance  of 
a  farm  of  240  acres,  half  clay,  half  shar[)  huul,  naturally  dry, 
and  suitable  for  turnip-growing.  Su])posing  the  clay  lantl  to 
be  cro})ped  on  a  six-vears"  rotation  (fallow,  ^^heat,  hay.  oats, 
beans,  and  m  heat),  and  the  turnip  land  to  be  cro})}>ed  on  a  tive- 
years'  rotation  (turni}}s,  barley,  |)asturc — two  years — and  oats), 
he  found  that  the  ]>rodu<.e,  deducting  ■^eed,  was  worth  at  war 
prices  about  ^'9,  l)s.  per  acre,  and  at  the  prices  current  in  182-3, 
about  i'5,  9s.  per  acre.^ 

It  was  not  until  shortly  before  the  time  of  TNlr.  l)undas"s 
tleath.  in  1838,  that  the  period  of  agricultural  depre>sion 
passed  away.  He  lived  to  see  the  introduction  of  thorough 
drainage  by  Smith  of  Deanston,  and  a  tile-woi-k  erected  uj)on 
liis  estate  for  the  j)urj)o>e  of  carrying  SmitlTs  system  into  effect. 

'  The  produce  was  reckoncil  .it  the  followiiig  rate.^  per  acre :  Wlual,  5 
quarters;  ^.Tti,  10  to  12  LmIK;  b(,-ans,  8  boils;  l.iarley,  9  l^olls  ;  and  h.iy  200 
stop,e>. 


1S32.]  statj:  of  Tin:  'loiiv  party.  tm 

About  the  same  time  he  h;v(l  also  seen  the  first  thrcshitiu- 
macliine  upon  the  estate  ch  iveu  Ijv  steam  jiower  erected  on  his 
farm  of  Kecllieugli.  Hut  in  IS-'iS.  tile-(.h'ainin<:^  aiul  the  ap})li- 
cation  of  steam  as  a  motive  i'>o\ver  for  agricuHural  ])ur|)o>ts 
had  made  so  little  wav  as  to  be  rather  indie;itioiis  of  thr 
direction  of  ])roL:,ress  than  inn)rovemcnts  wliieli  had  come 
into  ^i>;eneral  use.  On  the  whole,  in  tlie  upper  district  of  ~M'u\- 
Lothian,  little  clianiie  hud  been  ell'ected  upon  ao-rieulture  in 
the  nineteen  vear.s  ending  witii  1S;>S. 

The  first  o-eneral  election  after  the  pa>sint.';  of  the  lUform 
liill  liad  found  the  Scottish  Con.-ervativcs  in  a.  ju'ostrate  con- 
dition. Tlie  loss  of  the  ])0\ver  wln'ch  thev  had  s(;  long  enjoved 
■\\as  a  souice  of  dec])  mortification  and  regret.  Ikit  feeling  the 
revolution  througli  whicli  the  political  conditioti  of  the  conntrv 
had  pji^^cd  to  h>e  bevond  recall,  tliey  set  to  v.ork  I0  tlo  the  ])est 
thev  couhi  to  retrieve  their  losses,  'i'o  none  of  tlieni  \\a>  ll)e 
cliunge  a  greater  blow  than  to  ~Sly.  Dundas.  A  keen  })arti--an, 
as  coidd  not  iiKkx^d  well  other\\i>L'  be  the  casf.  head  of  a  funih' 
which  had  long  borne  the  leading  jjart  in  the  a(bninistration 
of  Scottish  atiaii's,  and  endowed  with  abilitio  \^hi(•h  (pia.iilied 
1dm  foi-  fallowing  in  the  steps  of  his  ancestors,  liis  keen  temper 
cliafed  at  the  changes  which  had  swept  away  the  infiuence 
winch  it  had  taken  so  many  years  of  strenuous  exertion  to 
build  up.  lie  and  his  friend>.  however,  threw  their  whole 
energies,  cheerfullv  and  bravely,  into  the  reorganisation  of 
their  defeateil  partv  on  its  new  basis. 

Not  onlv  had  the  constituencies  of  Scotland  returned  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  Liberals  ;  Ivut  when  the  fir>t  relbrmeil 
I'arliamentmet,  the  estimated  strength  of  pai  ties  in  the  IIou-i^  of 
Connnons  was  iS6  Liberals  to  onl\  17!^  Conservatives.  \  et  the 
Government  of  Lord  Grey,  ap])arentl}-  so  strong,  and  enjoying 
all  the  ])re>tige  of  having  carried  the  Hef 'rm  IJill,  grew  weaker 
antl  weaker,  and  more  and  more  unpopui:ir.  ris  each  sucv'eeiiing 
month  passed  In'.  In  1834,  Lortl  Althorj)  resigned  because 
of  (liH'erences  with  his  colleagues  on  the  li'ish  (piestion.  Lortl 
Grev,  believing  it  to  be  ini])o-sible  to  carrv  on  the  (b)Vernnient 
without  him,  gave  up  the  seals.  Lord  .^Klliourne  was  sent  h^- 
and  recpiested  to  attem])t  the  ibrmation  ot"  a  Coalition  Mini--try 
with  the  Duke  of  AVellington  and  Air.  Peel.  l?ut  he  declined  ; 
and  a  })urely  AVhig  ^linistry  was  fornieil. 


H(y2  AUMS'iON   MJ:M()]KS.  [1535. 

In  the  new  .Alinislvy,  Lord  .Mthorj)  wiis  Clianeellor  of  the 
KxclKHjuei-  and  Leader  of  ilie  Mouse  of  Connnons.  So  long  as 
1k'  rein:dned  in  tlie  Connnons,  the  Adnlini^tration  retaincal  tlie 
sfniblance,  at  all  (.■vent^,  of  vitality,  hint  in  the  autmini  hv 
Wiis  called  to  the  Upper  lL)use  as  Loi'd  Speneer.  This  rcii>etl 
the  delicate  question  of  who  >ht)uld  leatl  the  Hou->e  of  Connucnis. 
The  ministers  decided  that  Lord  Jolni  Kussell  was  the  man. 
The  Xing-  objected.  Ihil  the  ministers  w^re  saved  tlie  embar- 
rassment of  a  controversy  with  the  !>overeign  ;  for  on  tlie  14rth 
of  November  thev  were  |)ercmptorily  dismissedi  from  oliice. 
Sir  llobert  LVel  was  recalled  from  ]{onie,  where  he  was  spenaiing- 
the  autumn  ;  and  a  Tory  Administration  was  once  nu)re  in 
jiower.  Lai-liament  was  di.^.-ohed  :  and  Sir  liobert  Leel^tut 
to  the  country  on  the  ))rinciples  of  reform  announced  in  the 
famous  Tamworth  Manifesto. 

In  ?.lid-Lot}iian,  'Mv.  Diuulas  and  his  friends  h.ad  the  >al;is- 
faction  of  regaining  the  lo.-.t  county  seat.  There  were  now 
l;3VG  registered  electors  on  the  roll.  Of  these  1091)  voted. 
The  candi'dates  were  Sir  (icorge  Clerk  and  I\]r.  A\'illiam 
Gibson  Craig,^  vounger  of  liiccarton.  In  the  ]\Iideaider 
district  tlie  latter  liad  a  large  majority.  But  in  Edinburgh 
and  Dalkeith  Sir  Ge(n-gc  was  far  ahead.  The  result  of  the 
j)oll  was  : — 

Sir  George  Clerk,  .  .  .  565 

Mr.  Git)son  Craig,  .  .  .  53i- 

When  the  new  Parliament  met  on  the  19th  of  February 
1835,  though  the  Conservatives  had  gained  largely,  there  w:^s 
a  Liberal  majority  of  about  one  hundred  :  and  in  a  few  mouths 
Lord  [Melbourne  was  again  Prime  ]Mini->ter. 

In  tlie  autumn  of  LS;5{)  there  was  a  contest  for  the  Lord 
I\ector>hij)  of  the  University  of  Glasgow.  Sir  llobert  Peel  was 
nominated  i)y  the  Conser\atives.  Sir  -Tohn  Cam])bell.  after- 
wards Lord  Chancellor,  and  at  that  time  Attorney-(ienLral, 
was  alsv)  })ut  up.  *'  Put,"  he  says,  ''  I  had  a  very  powerful 
opponent — no  less  a  ]x-rson  than  Sir  Jiobtrt  Peel, — and  Con- 
servatism was  making  great  })rogress  among  the  professors,  wiio 
exerted   themselves  to  the  utmost  against  me.      ^Vhen  it  came 


Afterwards  Sir  William  Gil -on  Crai",  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland. 
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to  the  elec-tion  I  liad  only  oik-  nation,  and  lie  had  tln-ee.'^  'Vlw 
flection  of  Sir  iioliLrt  IVel,  ;i  trivial  matter  in  itseU;  oavi- an 
o})|)Ovtunitv  of  uniting- with  his  installation  as  J.ord  Uretor  a 
^•rreat  politieal  ban(}net,at  whirl)  lie  niiu'lit  have  an  opporlunitv 
ofaddressiiifT  liinisc-lf  to  the  leailino-  C\)nservati\es  of  Scotland. 
wIk;.  it  was  ho])ei!,  would  a:^seniblc  from  every  jiart  of  the 
eountr\'. 

'I1k'  ban(juet  \vas  a  o-reat  suecess,  and  was  attended  by  nioie 
than  three  thousand  persons.  'ITds  crowded  assemblage  cheered 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  as  he  discussed  three  topics— the 
advantao-es  of  an  j^tablished  Chnrclu  the  necessity  for  pre- 
servino;  the  ITou-e  of  Lonls,  and  the  dangers  of  a  democracy. 
'i1te  speech  was  received  with  enthusiasm,  and  had  a  great 
elt'ect  upon  the  party  at  large.  The  bantpiet  v.as  held  on 
Friday  tlie  l^Jth  oi' dan. nary  IS:)?,  and  the  LonJon  Moru'nu^- 
Hn-ahl  performed  the  marvellous  feat  of  giving  a  i'ull  report  on 
the  following  night.  Saturday  the  14th;  a  man,  for  ^^ho^n 
relays  of  horses  were  provided,  having  been  seid  with  the  re])ort 
frorli  Gla^<.c•^^v  to  London  in  I  he  short  space  of  twenty-two 
hours. 

A  lar<;e  })artv  had  been  invited  to  lilythswixid,  by  Mr. 
("ampbelirto  meet  Sir  Robert;  and  Mr.  Dundas  was  among 
the  nund)er.  lie  returned  home  highly  ])leased  with  the 
results  of  the  gathering  in  the  west,  and  hopeful  of  ils  good 
ell'ect  upon  the  future  pro-pects  of  the  Tory  ]nu-ly. 

The  short  but  memorable  reign  of  William  iv.  was  now 
drawing  to  a  close.  An  Edinburgh  newspaper  of  'Unn-dav 
the  22d  of  June  contained  a  bulletin  which  said, '• 'When  the 
last  messenger  left  AVindsor,  His  Majesty  was  .still  alive."  lU.t 
at  that  time  news  was  longer  in  travelling  from  London  to 
Scotland  than  it  now  is  in  travelling  from  Lontlon  to  Australia. 
The  King  had  died  early  on  the  naorning  of  Tuesday  tiie  l^Oth  ; 
and  two"  davs  before  the  mail  reached  Ldinburgh,  the  ye.ung 
Queen,  Mho."e  good  fortune  it  was  to  be  to  wear  the  Hritish 
("rown  during' many  years  of  unexampled  pror^perity,  had,  n. 
the  presence  of  her  assonbled  councillors,  accepteil  the  -auiul 
res])onsibilit  v  "'  of  her  new  position. 

}\irliamc"nt  was  dissolved  on  the  ITth.  of  July.  Rut  long 
before  that  dav  ]a-eparations  for  the  general  election  had  been 
c.-oin<-  on  in  Scotland.      In  Mid-Lothian  the  nomination  day  w;is 
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the  31sl  of  July,  \\]\lu  a  crowd  of  10,000  j)e()]>li'  j^allieixH!  at 
the  tnwi!  cTo>s  in  lv.linlniri;li.  The  eaiulidates  were  Sii-  (Tvoi-^v 
Clerk,  projiosecl  !)v  Captain  Jkirn  Calleiular,  and  Mi".  "William 
Gibson  Crai<;-,  younui.r  of  Ixieearton,  j)ro])()sed  In  Lord  Dal- 
meny.  "The  intei'e>t  exeited  amon^  all  classes  by  tins  election 
is  beyond  all  furnier  example."  says  the  Counutt.  There  luu! 
l)een  xwo  elections  since  the  Reform  Act.  The  first  had  beeii 
won  1)V  the  1-iberals.  'i'lie  second  had  been  won  l)y  the  Con- 
servatives. This,  the  third  election,  was  therefore  the  cau^e 
of  intense  excitement  in  the  country.  The  \otiii,u  i)eo;an  at 
nine  o'clock  on  the  niornin_u  of  the  1st  of  Auii;ust;  and  when 
the  poll  closetl  at  foui-  o'clock  on  the  ^d,  the  numbers  were  : — 

Mr.  W.  C.ilison  Craig,    .  .  .  70;i 

Sir  Georoe  Clerk,     ^       .  .  .  (i(il 

Bv  the  l^th  of  Auiiust  the  elections  in  Scothunl  were  at 
an  end.  The  Conservatix  es  had  ii,ained  seats  in  the  counties 
of  Caithne-s,  \\:\>i  Lothian,  In\erness,  J.anark,  Perth,  Iknfrew. 
Jioss  -ind  Cromartv,  Sutherland,  and  A\'iij,t()wn.  But  they  liad 
lost  IMitl-Lothian,  ]>;nitfshire,  Orkney  ami  Slietkuid,  and  Ivox- 
burgh-hire.  The  returns  thus  showed  a  dear  gain  of  live 
county  seats.  In  the  burghs,  however,  the  jirosjx'ct  was  ;i> 
dark  as  ever- — the  Kilmarnock  disti'ict  being  the  onlv  burgh 
constituency  in  Scotland  which  returned  a  Conservative 
member. 

'Jdie  ])alance  of  parties  in  the  Scottish  constituencies  was  : — 

Counties,      .  .  Ip  Conservatives,  II    Liberals.  ^    ;, 

Burghs,        .  .  1  Conservative,    '2'J  Liljerals. 

When  the  new  Parliament  met  the  Scottish  ('onser\ative> 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  not  onlv  that  their  part\'  had 
gained  a  sul)stantial  measui'e  of  success  in  the  counties  of 
Scotland,  but  also  that  in  Kngkuul  the  Liberal  strength  was 
consitlerablv  reihiceil.^ 

\i\  past  da\s  the  family  at  Arniston  hatl  been  staunch 
su})])oiters  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  while  in  return  the 
members   of  the   ^loderatc   })arty,   so    long   dominant    in    the 

1  The  eslinmted  strc-ngtli  nf  jiai-ues  in  the  first  I'ailiaiiiciU  of  Ouven  \'ictoria 
was  34S  Lil-evals  to  310  Conscrvatixx-s. 


1837-]  'i'HK  (il'A'EHAl.  ASSI:M]5LY.  .j(i:, 

Cluirdi,  nnild    oeiicrally  be   reckoned  upon   us  sai\  and  reliahle 
'J''oi-\-  votei's. 

'J'he  owners  of  Aniisloii  liad  also,  for  n)anv  ^enei' 1 1  ions, 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  (nneral 
Asseniblv,  as  l)ein<i;  inseparable  from  the  seeidar  politics  of 
tlic  country,  l^ut  a  chan<j;e  was  now  comino;  o\er  the  jiaities 
vithiii  the  Church.  The  Moderate  ))ai-tv  was  rapidh  losiuo- 
its  jiscendeiuy  ;  and  its  o])ponents,  \\ith  their  inij>atience  of 
state  control,  Mere  g'aining  the  preponderance  in  the  chiu'ch 
courts.  In  LSSiT,  the  IVesbytery  of  Dalkeith,  as  they  had 
done  for  numv  years,  appointed  Mr.  Dundas  to  be  their  lay 
rc])rese)dative  in  the  General  A^-senibiy.  Hut  matteis  in  the 
Presbytei  \-  looketl  so  threatenini;-  that  Mr.  (loldie,  the  minister 
of  Temple,  felt  himself  l)oin!d  to  unburden  his  niind  upon  the 
subject. 

Kkv.  James  CiorjJiK  to  Iiobeht  Dundas. 

Tkmim.i;,  2S///  .t/j/v/i  1S37. 

Snj. — l>v  tlii-i  time  1  sa})pose  that  }'ou  will  ha\  e  recei\e(l  a 
letter  from  the  Presljyte)'y  of  Dalkeith  intimatin<(  that  on  'I'uesday 
last  tliey  had  elected  you  their  I'.lder  to  re])rescnt  them  in  the 
next  (jcneral  Assemljly.  Allow  me  to  remind  you  to  ansuei-  their 
letter,  and  also  suggest  some  means  to  keep  them  in  humour,  for 
tlie  majority  of  them  next  sear  ^vill  be  dcc'ulcdij/  on  th^•^silll  side 
of  the  church.  Tiiis,  you  will  remark,  is  owing  to  the  good  sense 
or  good  taste  of  the  Tory  ]:)atrons.  What  a})})ears  to  me  might  he 
done  is  tha.t  von  should  \\ait  upon  the  Preshylery  /it  Dalkeith  at 
their  first  ordinary  meeting,  and  thank  them  for  electing  you  as 
their  1-Llder,  and  invite  them  to  dinner  at  Aruiston. 

Excuse  the  liberty  I  liave  taken,  and  believe  me  to  he.  \e.. 

JA^^;s  (ioi.ou:. 

Mr.  Dundas  also  attended  the  (General  Assembly  of  LS;;.S, 
the  J^-e>l)vterv  of  Dalkeith  ha\ing  again  elected  him  to  repre- 
sent it,  and  returned  to  Andston  disgusted  with  the  proceedings. 
which  he  h;ul  witnessed,  anil  auguring  evil  con.se(piences  from 
tlie  course  oil  winch  the  leaders  of  the  majority  seemed  bent 
upon  entering.  lUit  attendance  at  that  Assembly  jiro\ed  to 
be  tlie  clo>e  of  Mr.  Diuidas's  public  lift — an  attack  of  illness 
which    ))ro\ed    fatal    haxing   seized    him    a    few   days    after    his 
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return  home.  His  jiclive  work  upon  liis  estate,  in  ))oIities,  und 
in  the  chureh.  was  tluis  hrouiiht  siuldenlv  to  a  e]u^e  at  an  earlv 
period  of  life.  J  le  (h'eJ  at  Arni>l(jn,  on"  the  8th  of  .huie  l.S;]S. 
in  his  forty-second  year,  and  \vas  buried  in  the  faniiU  huried 
place  beni^ith  tlie  chancel  of  old  ])(M•th\^ick  I'hurcli. 

IMrs.  Duniias  sur\i\ed  her  Inediand  niauv  vears,  continuing 
to  live  at  Arniston  (hiring  her  e]de.-.t  son's  niinoritv.  Hut  in 
184.5,  by  the  deatli  ol'  her  uncle.  Sir  Philip  Durham,^  th.e 
succession  to  the  estates  of  her  o\\  n  family  in  l-'ife  and  in  Mid- 
Lothian  devolved  upon  hei*  ;  and  in  compliance  witii  the  entail 
she  assumed  the  name  of  Durham.  She  residet!  upon  her  familv 
estate  durin<;-  ma'.iy  ye;u-s,  de\<)tini!,-  her>elf  to  the  good  of  tiie 
people  upon  it,  imtil  failirig  health  compelled  her  to  live  abroach 
She  died  in  Italy  in  18S;3  at  the  age  of  8  k 

."Mrs.  Durham  A\as  the  last  of  her  race.  And  among  the 
vicissitudes  of  families  it  is  not  often  that  a  once  tcjlerabh"  numer- 
ous fauiilv  disappears  so  completelv  as  the  Scottish  Durhanis 
have  done.  From  Sir  \\'il!iam  Dui-ham  of  Grange,  \'.  Iio  li\ed 
in  the  time  of  Uoliert  Bruce,  descended  stMral  faririlie>,  who 
were  settled  upon  estates  in  I'orf ushire,  J-'ifu,  and  the  Lothians. 
But  one  after  another  they  ha\e  all  died  out,  and  so  cojupletely 
has  this  been  the  case  that  among  the  landov.rier>,  large  farnier.s. 
and  residents  wjiose  names  appear  in  the  C'ountv  Dii'ectorv  of 
Scotland,  the  nanie  of  Durham  is  not  to  be  found. 

^Ir.  Dundas  was  sur\ived  by  many  of  those  wlu)  had 
.started  w  ith  him  in  life,  some  of  w  horn  ha\e  been  mentioned 
in   the   later   pages  of  these  memoirs.      His   uncle,  the  Jlight 

'  Admiral  Sir  riiilip  Durham,  G.C.IJ.,  uf  Lnrgi.)  anil  Polton,  was  both  a 
fortunate  and  distinguished  ofllcer  during  the  long  French  war.  As  a  lieutenant 
he  was  one  of  the  few  of  those  who  were  saved  when  the  Royal  George  sank  at 
Spithead— and  as  a  captain  he  was  most  fortunate  in  the  number  of  pri/es  made 
liy  the  ships  under  his  connnand.  Anmng  these  may  lie  mentioned  the  P'rench 
frigate  Loire,  captured  after  a  severe  action  by  hi^  ship  the  An -on.  Me  was  one 
of  Nelson's  captains  at  Trafalgar,  where  he  conmianded  the  Defiance,  74  ;  and 
was  wounded.  As  Admiral  hi.s  good  fortune  di(,l  not  forsake  him,  for  while  on 
his  way  to  the  West  Indies  on  board  the  Venerable,  74,  he  fell  in  with  and 
captured  the  two  French  frigates  Iphigenic  and  AUinene  of  44  guns  each. 

Sir  Philip  sat  in  two  parliaments,  first  fur  Quecnliorough,  and  subsequently 
for  rX'vizes  ;  but  attendance  at  the  Hu.use  of  Common-  was  not  to  tlie  old 
Admival's  taste. 

By  the  deaths  of  his  tw(j  older  l)rothers  and  hi.,  t\so  nepheus.  without  male 
heirs,  Sir  rhihi)  iniierited  the  fanaily  e.>tates.  fie  ilic^i  in  1S45  at  the  advanced 
age  of  S3 
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lion.  A\'illi;u!i  Dim.J.is,  \hc  Lord  Clerk  lleuistcr.  m)  loi.n- 
nieuiher  for  Edinburu-li,  lived  till  ]815.  Mr.  liolurl  Adam 
])Ltndas  was  returned  to  Parlianieut  i'or  N<irth  Lincoliishire  at 
the  lieiicral  election  of  18^)7,  and  sat  in  the  House  oi  C'onnnons 
till  18-37.  In  IS'i^l  he  was  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster in  Lortl  Derby's  Administration.  He  assumed  the  naine 
of  Christo})her  insteatl  of  Dundas.  in  compliance  v.iili  tlie  will 
of  Mr.  Geor<;'e  ^Manners  of  ]-ilo\holni  Hall,  and  aftei-wards  took 
the  name  of  Xishet-Hamilton,  -when  J/uly  !Mary,^  his  wife, 
succeedid  to  the  l>elha\en  ;md  ])irlet(ni  estates  in  L^-Jjo.  In 
East  I^othian,  ]\lr.  Nis])et-IJamilton  was  verv  po])ul.u'.  He 
spent  a  great  portion  of  each  Aear  in  the  couidv,  and  was  a 
generous  su]i])orter  of  the  uood  old  sport  of  cour>inn-.  At 
one  time  he  was  asked  to  stand  f(jr  the  countv,  as  a  suppoi'tcr 
of  the  Corn  Laws  ;  but  he  preferred  the  seat  for  North  Lincoln- 
shire, and  declined.  TL'  survived  the  reperd  of  the  Coi-n  Laws, 
the  introduction  of  household  sutlra^e  in  burghs,  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  ballot,  and  manv  other  changes  which  would  Ihne 
been  tlioiight  imj)ossil)L"  in  his  younger  davs.  He  died  in 
London  on  tlie  9th  oi'  June  LS7T.  One  of  Mr.  ])undas"s 
younger  brothers,  Mr.  William  Pitt  Dundas  (third  son  of  the 
Chief  i^aron),  who  held  the  oHice  of  Dcimty-Clerk  Jlcgi-ter  for 
nearly  fortv  years,  was  a  well-known  tigure  in  the  streets  of 
Edinburgh  until  a  shcH't  time  ago.  ]Ie  had  been  calkd  to  the 
Bar  in  lk'23,  and  at  his  death,  in  188^,  was  one  of  the  oldest 
mcmbei-s  of  the  Fac-ulty. 

'^J'he  second  \'iscount  Melville's  otiicial  life  ended  with  the 
fall  of  the  Duke  of  Wdliiigtoirs  Admiiustration  in  lS;i(>  ;  but 
for  twenty  years  after  he  continued  to  take  an  active  ami 
useful  ]-irt  in  the  jiublic  life  of  Scotland.  L)  LS  to  he  wa.s 
aj)pointet!  Chairman  of  the  Iloyal  Commission  of  Iiupiiry  into 
tlie  Poor  Law  (vf  Scotland.  ''The  Connnis.vioners,"  s;iy>,  Lord 
Cockburn,  '"  have  not  been  selected  so  wisely  as  they  migiit  ; 
but  Lord  Mehillc"s  being  at  the  head  of  them  is  a  sMiHcient 
guarantee  for  the  whole.  A  more  industrious,  l)ii--int,--!ike. 
sensilde,  and  cajulid  chairman  couUl  not  have  been  got,  or 
indeed  fancied.'"'  'i'he  lle))ort  of  this  Connnission  \'.as  pre- 
sented   to    Parliament     in   May    L8tL      The   \aluable   mass  of 


^  Lady  Mar)-  Bruce,  eldest  daughter  of  the  seventh  Earl  of  Klgin. 
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evidence  which  i(  had  cojkcted  bore  ample  tfstitiKiijV  t;>  the 
ability  of  T.ord  IMelviJle  :  and  in  1845  Lord  Advocate  Si-N\illi 
carried  throu^'h  J'arb'anieni  the  Poor  Law  Act  for  Sco+I-.nd. 
which  WTLS  based  on  the  rt'coinniep.dations  of  tht-  Con.nni  —  ion. 
Lord  Melville  dieil  on  the  lOth  of  June  ISoL  in  liis  ei,ul;ti-tl) 
year.  "  Jxobert,  tlie  scco)id  ^'iscount  -Melville,  has  ov,)ie," 
writes  Lord  Cockburn  in  his  journal.  ''After  holdina  riiirji 
offices,  and  perfornn'ni;'  tliei)-  duties  \vt>]l,  h.e  retiretl  from  j-ifhlic 
life  about  twenty  yeaiN  a<i-o.  and  has  e\er  since  resided  (luietlv 
at  ?ilelville  ("astle.  J5ut  tliou!.;h  withdrawing  from  London  e.nd 
its  great  functions,  lie  did  not  renounce  usefulness,  but  entered 
into  every  Kdinburgh  work  in  which  it  coidd  be  em])loved  with 
respectability.  He  was  at  tlie  head  of  tlio  Scoteli  Trisou  Board, 
a  very  active  menibei-  of  the  15oard  of  'i'm-^ee^,  did  the  whole 
county  busincNS,  and  the  friemls  of  everv  usi^ful  n^ve^ure  deemed 
tliemselvcs  safe  if  th.ey  coidd  only  gvt  him  to  engage  in  it.  He 
deserved  this  unanimous  public  trust  bv  plain  manners,  great 
industry,  excellent  temper,  sound  sense,  and  singular  fairnt-ss. 
There  could  not  possibly  l)e  a  ])etter  man  of  business.""  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  elde>t  >ou,  licuvy  (the  Henrv  Dund.as, 
some  of  whose  letters,  written  at  the  crisis  caused  bv  the  cc-ig- 
nation  of  -"\lr.  Hiiskisson,  are  ])rin.ted  in  these  ]\Iemoirs).  who, 
entering  the  army  in  1819,  connnandetl  the  SM  RcgiuKnt 
during  the  insurrection  in  (  anada  in  18;)T,  and  became  ?iI;.^or- 
General  in  1854.  Ik^  receivetl  tlie  thanks  of  Parliament,  und 
was  invested  with  the  Ortler  of  the  Bath  for  his  service-  at 
the  battle  of  Gujerat ;  and  was  appointed  a  (leneral  in  1-^fjS. 
He  died  in  I'ebruarv  ISTG. 

At  Ins  death  in  18;)8,  Mr.  Dundas  wms  sueceedeil  bv  !!i> 
eldest  son,  Robert,  the  present  prt)|j)-iet(n-  of  Arniston. 

But  liere  this  volume  of  fannly  history  must  be  closed.  It 
ends  where  it  began,  among  the  old  Tem})le  lanils  on  the  i)  inks 
of  the  South  Ksk  in  Lothian.  The  pa-.>ing  awav  of  three 
centuries  ha>  brought  about  many  changes  in  tlie  a])))ear.ince 
of  the  country,  and  in  tlie  habits  of  the  peoj)le.  ]]uc  tlie 
wh(^le  of  that  fertile  valley  through  which  the  North  i:>k  and 
the  South  l-^k  flow,  on  their  way  to  the  Lirth  of  I'ortli.  i>  -till 
full  of  t!ie  memories  of  the   ])ast.      'J'here   is  probably  no  otiier 

'   Aftcrwanis  Lord  C<jlonsav. 
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part  of  Scot  land  whuiv,  Avithin  tlie  circuit  of  a  few  iniKs,  (he 
student  of  histoi'v  can  find  so  ui-my  scenes  of  inlere>t — the 
lionie.s  of  men  who  liave  boiiie  a  (.listin^miislieil  jKirl  in  tlie 
politicid,  and  le,i;',d,  and  literary  histoi-y  of  Scotlantl  —  spots 
whicli  have  been  sun^- of  in  our  ujitional  ))oetrv,  lioslin's  caslled 
rock,  Dryden's  groves  of  oak,  ca\erned  liawthorndeii  ;  the 
battlo-iields  of  Pinkie.  ]lullion  Green,  and  I'restonpans  ;  Craij^,- 
inillar,  iJorthwick  Castle,  CriciUon  Castle,  and  (';irl)ei-rv. 
famous  in  tlie  stoiy  of  ]\[ary  Stuart;  Dalkeith,  tlie  ho)iie  of 
the  J'nccleuchs;  inveresk,  Mhere  lived  "Jupiter"''  Carlvle  ; 
Woodhouselee,  Oxenfoord,  INlelvilie,  Xewbattk' ;  all  these 
])laces,  and  many  othei's  which  have  been  inentioned  in  these 
!\Iemt)irs,  are  within  a  do/en  miles  of  Arniston. 

Much  of  Scottish  historv  has  been  made  by  the  nuMi 
who,  from  one  ocnei-ation  to  another,  lived  and  died  within 
thai  narj'ow  lir'iit  ;  and  old  George  JJundas  anil  Dame 
Ivath.'rinc  Olipliant  little  thoug'ht  what  an  im])()rtant  ])art 
was  to  be  })la>'et!  by  the  descendants  of  the  vounu'ei'  son. 
for  whom  they  thriftily  sa\ed  money,  and  bouoht  the  Main- 
of  Arniston. 
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Duncan.  2^2. 


Angus  and  Dudhope,  estate  of,  206. 

Annexation  Act,  161. 

Anstruther,  Lord,  90. 

Antwerp,  2S6. 

Apennines,  290. 

Appin,  154. 

Ardshiels,  154. 

Argis,  Monastery  of,  309. 

Argyll,  Earl  of,  made  a  .Marquis,  iS  ; 
leads  the  J'resbyterians  in  163S,  21  ; 
sentenced  to  death,  39. 

Duke  of,  his  influence,  89  ;  in  the 

Cabinet,  resigns,  97;  suspected  of 
Jacobitism,  98  ;  writes  to  Lord 
Arnision,  May  174S,  105. 

Arniston,  early  history  of,  i  ;  tajiestry 
r.t,  2  ;  name  of,  substituted  for  that 
of  Ballintrodo,  4  ;  Mains  of,  rent, 
9;  limestone,  lo  ;  stfjck,  lo  ;  pro- 
duce of,  in  crojis,  15  ;  entailed  on 
heirs-male,  17;  inqaoveirients  at, 
old  ]\ranor-house  of,  oak-room  of, 
42  ;  map  of  its  woods  and  roads, 
45  ;  ash-tree  of,  described  and 
sketched,  46  ;  beech  avenue  of,  4S  ; 
bowling  green  at — trees  at.  49  : 
plantations  <if — wilderness  of,  73  ; 
plan  of,  75;  Gardener's  Park  of,  76  ; 
the  Grotto,  76;  plan  of,  in  1753, 
showing  improvements  of  lirst  Presi- 
dent, 77  ;  accident  to  Dundas  at, 
91  ;  style  of  living  at,  a  week's  iiiil 
of  fare  in  174S,  107;  consumi)don 
of  wine  and  spirits  at,  1740-49,  loS  ; 
old  clock  in  hall  of,  no;  additions 
made  to,  189;  expenses  at.  uniil 
1780,  191  ;  farm  buiklings  on.  103  ; 
^lains,  rotation  of  crop-,  on,  1709- 
177S,  195  ;  oak-room  of,  211  ;  north 
front  of,  24S ;  drains  of,  295  : 
garden  gate  of,  built  of  .stones  from 
old  Parliament  House,  297  ;  beech 
avenue,  gate  of,  29S  ;  bridge  at, 
made  of  stones  from  f)ld  Parliament 
House,  300;  colliery,  359. 

Lord.     See  1  )undas. 

Lady  (Anne  Gordon),   writes  to 

Sol. -General  Dundas,  1745.   132. 

Arnolstoun,  iS. 
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Arnot,  author  of  a  work  on  Criminal 

Law,  296. 
Dr.,  his  fee  lor  eml.ahning  body 

of  Sir  Janics  .Dundas,  i  j. 
Articles  of  Failli  signed  by  Sir  James 

Diindns,  ^5. 
Arlois,  Comie  d',  2S3. 
Athens,  30S. 
Auchinleck,    Lord,  182  ;  votes  in   the 

Douglas  Cause,  209  iic'c. 
Augustus,  King  of  Poland,   death   of, 

112. 

Aviemore,  92. 

Aytoun,  the  Kadicnl,  354. 

I-iADENOCii,  222:  gentry  of,  153;  dis- 
affection in,  it;5T 

Bailey,  Alev.  (C-'^pt.  Eailey),  sus- 
pected, 121. 

liaillie,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  second 
President,  1S6. 

Henrietta    (Mrs.    Dundas),    ()5 

ftotc ;    letter    from,    dated    Lawers, 
Oct.  1742,  117;  lier  death,  152. 

Dame     Margaret     (Lady     Car- 

michael),   mother-in-law  of '  .second 
President  Dundas,  114. 

P3aird  of  Newbyth,  152. 

Baker's  Avenue,  191. 

Ballintrodo,  scat  of  Tenrjilars,  1  : 
barony  of,  Ijroken  up,  2  ;  name 
changed  to  Arniston,  4. 

Balmerino,  becomes  a  Lord  of  Ses'iion, 
18. 

Banffshire,  Conservatives  lose,  in  iS;7. 
364. 

Bargany,  Lord,  65  jioW ;  ward  and 
nephew  of  Dundas,  b-i  ;  letter  of,  to 
Robert  Dundas  (second  President),  j 
87  ;  writes  to  his  cousin,  Dundas, 
in  1734,  112;  letter  from,  to  his 
cousin  Dundas,  dated  S]xa,  June 
1734— dies,  113. 
Barjarg,  votes  in  the   Douglas  Cause, 

209  }Wh'. 

Bar/iaw,  Life  of,  299. 
Barnbougle,  barony  of,  xwiii. 
Bath,  vis^ited  by  Chief  J3aron,  257. 

Earl  of,  succeeds  Pelham,  142. 

Bathurst,  Lord_(i735),  at  the  Duke  of 

Quecnsberry's,  84. 

Lord  (1827),  retires.  330. 

Bayll,  John,  innkeeper,  Edinburgh, 247. 
Beauclerk,    Lord    George,    writes    to 

Lord  President  Dundas,  Oct.  176;, 

17S. 
Ceautiful  Order,  22S. 
Bedford,    Duke   of,    172  ;    presents   a 

petition  to  the  Ib.use  of  Lords,  84  ; 

resigns,  Feb.  1746,  142. 
Bedlay,  Lord,  32,  n. 


Beechwood,  3S. 

Beer,    tax   on,    to   be   substituted   fen- 
Malt  Tax,  6S. 
Belhaven,   Lord,   sujiposed    to   be  tlu- 
author  of  Cc!ii:tryinaii  s  A'liJhnciits, 
descrdjes  condition  of  East  Lothian 
72. 
Ben  Alder,  222. 
Bennct,  Rolieit,  Dean  of  Faeultv,  52. 

Dr. ,  296. 

Bentinck,  Lord  George,  344  ;.'^/c'. 

Berlin,  2S6. 

Bexley,  Lord,  in  the  Canning  Minisin-. 

1827,330. 
Bills  of  I-  are  for  a  v.eek  at  Arniston  in 

174S,  107. 
Bingen,  2SS. 
Birkenside,    10,  44  ;  r.«tation   of  crops 

on,  1769-177S,  195. 
Birmingham,  343. 

Bishop's  Land,  where  Lord  Arniston 
[        resided  in  Edinburgli,  107. 
Blair,  92. 

Forbes,  355. 

Jas.  blunter,  member  for  the  city. 

21S. 

liobert,  of  Avontoun,  Solicitor- 
General,  239,  2^  ;  death  of,  in 
IMav  i.Sii,  267. 

Blake'hope,  10. 

'  Blo'>die  Mackenzie,'  39. 

Bluchci,  2S7. 

Blythswoo  i,  303. 

Bogend,  rotation  of  crops  on,  1769- 
1778,  195. 

Boig,  Matthew,  servand,  ii. 

Bolum,  Duke  of,  at  the  Duke  of 
Queensbeny's,  84. 

Bonnr,  John,  32S. 

Bonnington,  114. 

Bonnynuiir,  312. 

Boroughbridge,  279. 

Borthwick,  John,  of  Crookston,  261 
note  :  married  Anne  Dundas.  292. 

Michael,  of  Glengelt,  2. 

Sir    William,    builds    Borthwick 

Castle.  7. 

kirk,   family   burial-iJace   in,   6  : 

complaint  by  minister  of.  o  ;  \cstry 
of,  sold  to  Sir  James  DundaN,  7. 

parish  church  of,  burned  dou  n,  8. 

■  parish,  valuation  of,  8. 

where  second  President  is  in- 
terred, 17S7,  19S. 

old  church  of,  299. 

Castle,  369. 

Bo.sy,  2S3. 

Boswell,  David,  of  Balmuto,  wvii.,  2. 

James,      2lS;      his      ver.>es     on 

Dundas,  219. 
Bothkennar,  xxvi. 
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Bovino,  309. 

Boj'd,  -Mistrois  Marion,  marries  James 
Diindas,  17  ;  her  issue,  3S. 

Robert,  Lord,  17,  38. 

Braxfifld,  Lord.     Sc'e  Macqueen. 

Breteuil,  290. 

Bride  of  Laininerinoor,  characters 
therein,  39. 

Broad  Bottom  Adminislralion  of 
1744,  124. 

Broun,  James,  329. 

Browne,  I\.cbert,  servand,  11. 

Bruce,  General,  of  Kennet,  \x\iv. 

James,  cuik.  11. 

Lady  Mary,  367  uoU. 

Brussels,  2S6. 

Bryans  colliery,  359. 

Buccleuch,  Duke  of,  303  note,  221. 
342  ;  fees  Duudas,  217. 

Buchan,  George,  of  Kellje,  252  ; 
marries  Anne  Dundas,  1773,  1S7. 

Bukharest,  309. 

Bulwer's  Life  of  Lord  Paiincnfott, 
345  "oU. 

Buonaparte,  Jerome,  2S7. 

Burgh  Reform,  226. 

Burke,  Edmund,  on  the  French 
Revolution,  1790,  229. 

Burnett,  Jas.  (Lord  Monboddo),  suc- 
ceeds Lord  Milton,  1766,  179:  is 
counsel  for  Mr.  Douglas,  iSo  ; 
'  Attic  Banquets,'  205  ;  at  Paris, 
207  ;  on  the  Douglas  Cause,  209. 

Bute,  Lord,  advancement  of,  169  ; 
ascendency  of,  171. 

Butler,  lion.  Simon,  239. 

Burne,  10. 

Buxton,  215. 

Byng,  Admiral,  court-martial  on,  1 19. 

Caithnkss,  Conservative  \ictory  for, 

1827,  364. 
Calais,  2S9. 
Calderwood,  Lilias  Durham,  of  Polton, 

3M- 
Caleaoinaii  Merc^trv  on   Henry  Dun- 

das's  re-election,  17S3.  217. 
Caledonian  Chronicle,  233. 
Callendar,  Captain  Burn,  364. 
Cambaceres,  2S6. 
Cambray,  289. 
Camnethan,  152. 
Campbell,    Lord,    his    LJves    of   the 

Chit  ire  tilers,  209. 
John,  M.r.  for  Dumbartonshire, 

333- 
Hay,  appointed  L'lrd    President, 

I7S9,   221. 

Camperdown.  249. 

Canary  Islands,  256. 

Canning  \vriies  to  Ciiief  Baron  Dundas, 


Feb.  1S06,  264  ;  on  the  one-po\md 
notes,  315  ;  requested  to  f(_uai  a 
Ministry,  1827,  329  ;  death  of,  Aug. 
fi,  1S27,  334. 

Cannmg,  Lady,  337. 

Carberty,  ^69. 

Carleel,  33. 

Carlisle,    Lord,    adheres   to    Canning, 

330- 

Carlyle,  Dr.  (Jupiter  Carlyle),  his  de- 
scription of  tile  first  President  Dun- 
das, 58:  on  the  Tragedy  oi  Votiglas, 
159;   '  Jupiter,'  369. 

Carmelite  Friars,  xxvi. 

Cnrmichael,  Sir  James,  of  Bennington, 
father-in-law  of  second  President 
Dundas,  114. 

Lady,  152.     See  Baillie. 

Carnegie  of  Finhaven — murder  of  the 
Eavl  of  Strathmore,  78. 

Carrington,  3,  42,  91. 

Water  of,  43. 

Carteret,  Lord,  82  ;  at  Lord  Cobhanvs, 
83  ;  opposes  the  Duke  of  Argyll  on 
management  of  Scotland,  97  ;  a 
ro}al  favourite — his  motto,  124; 
resigns  Nov.  1744,  124;  jealnusy 
between,  and  Pelham,  136. 

Cassiltoun,  5. 

Castle  Leod,  73  ;  a  resort  of  Lord 
Arnislon's,  93. 

Ca-tlereagli,  Lord,  265. 

Castleton,  304,  3,  10. 

Burn,  76. 

Catcune,  44. 

Catholic  Plmancipatiiiu,  253. 

ICniancipation  Act,  349. 

Cato  Street  c^-inspirators,  230. 

Chantrey,  hi>  ^tatue  of  Chief  Baiun 
Dundas,  292. 

Chapman,  237. 

Charlc.^,  Fmneror,  112. 

I.,    xxviii.  ;  mistaken  policy  of. 

16  ;  in  Scotland,  17. 

II.,  xxviii.,   230  ;  cu-^tom  regardi- 

ing  verdict  tlien  established,  7S. 

-' Prince  (Pretender),  lands  among 

Western  Islands,  Aug.  I745i  ^--'  '■ 
enters  Derby,  13O. 

Chatsworth,  76. 

Chesterfield,  Lord,  102  ;  opposes  W.al- 
pole,  Lord-Steward  of  the  House- 
hold, dismi<sed,  79  ;  his  dismibsal, 
82  ;  at  Lord  Cobham's  meeting,  S3. 

Clie\alier,  his  arrival  in  1745,   126. 

Chichester,  Farl  of,  xxxii. 

Chipperliani  electi(;n  petition,  96. 

Church,  F>tal.'lished,"  advantages  of, 
discussed  by  Sir  Robert  Peel".  363. 

of    Scotland    supiiorteil     by    .\r- 

niston  family,  364. 
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Inrity  of, 


]  Hmdas 


Clackmannanshire       rer^resented       ],' 

Jamc^  Er.kine  of  Gran-e,  S^ 
Clarence    Duke  of,    r.si.^nis  oftice    o 

Lora  Hi.h  A.hr.irrJ,  33a. 
Clarendon,  ?i. 
CLark,  John,  32S 

Clerk,      Sir     George,      of     Penicuik, 
III    "^fl    represents   Midlothian, 
281;    M.l'.    for    Midlothian.  3,:;: 
defeated    by    Sir    John    Dahvmnle 
i^o2.  356  ;  returned  for  MidloihiVn 
^^35.     3^2;    defeated    by     Sir    W 
Gibson-Craig  1S37,  364. 
(-lerknigton,  304  not,;. 
Coalition,  214,  21G  ;  unpop 
274.  '-^ 

Coalston,  Lord,  1S3;  voles  i 

Cause,  209  /A'A'. 
Cobhani,  \'iscounl,  S3,  S< 
Coblentz,  2S8.  ^ 

'Cooler  of  .Messina,'  24:;. 
Cochrane,  Admiral,  256^ 
Cockburn,  Earon,  x\\"i 
-—Lord,  SS;    o„     Henrv    .n.naa< 
214;  bears  no  good-x^iU'  to  Rober 
JJiindas,      his    cousin,     216;      hi^ 
.^lanonals,    221  ;    describes   Edin- 
burgh   Council    Chamber,   2-8  -  on 
Chantrey's    statue    of   Chief   Baron 

MeM?S,  "^:  ""    '^"'"''  '''^^--^ 
—  Archibald;  SheriliofMidlothian. 

of  Cockpen,  S8. 

Sir  John,  of  (  hmiston,  :;S 

Sir  William,  SS. 

Cockpen,  17. 

Cockjiit,  69. 

College  of  histice,  32. 

Collieries  of  the  Lothians,  3^0 

Co  ugne,  2S7,  2S9. 

Colonsay,  Lord,  36S  w/.-. 

Colquhar,  304. 

Colt,  Adam,  of  Auldhame.  iSq 

Oliver,  20. 

G»sioners  appointed  to  examine 
Bor  hwick  kirk,  7;  sit  at  Dalkeith 
II  Lxecutne,    21  ;     cease    to    act, 

Comric,  222. 

Constaniinople,  30S.  | 

Cope,   Sir  John,  sent    to  Scotland  as  '■ 

Commander-in-Chief  in   1744    hq.  ! 

IS   consulted,    121  ;    consults    LonI  ' 

Arniston,  122;  starts  for  the  North  i 

too  late,  127:  marches  to  Inverness  I 


12S  ;  is  defeated  at 
^  his  defeat,  131. 
Corfu,  347. 
Corn  wad  lis,  Lord,  174 
Corryburgh,  92. 


estnnpanf 


Cotton,  Sir  John  Ilinde,    fads  to  ob 
_  tain. a  place,  97. 
Croiper,     Rev.     Robert,    minister    of 

?^^;i-;;:^/^;^i'^rgedwuhiippii,,, 

Coursing  in  Scotland,  30:;  e^  <■-•,; 

Courcu/t  on  the  election  Jf  isV-    -.6^ 

Court  of  Session  frOm   1748  to' f7S^7 
,        203  ;  constitution  of,  20:^ 

Craig,    Sir    W.    Gibson,    defeated  bv 
Sir    George  Clerk,    1S3:.    36-^  •  re- 
turned for  Midlothian,  I8^7%7u 
h!^"',?^  ^^""^P^^'  ^^  candidat'eVor 

!  f  vr^^' j^"-  '^^6  '^^- m"- 

Lo.^!   President,  dies,   Ma,;:h   17G0, 

Craigniillar,  369. 

Cranston,  Wlliiam,  190. 

Ciawford,  Lord,  24.  28* 

Crebillon,  15S. 

Crichton  Castle.  360. 

Crief/",  96. 

Croker  replies  to  Malagrowther    v. 

Cromarty,  Earl  of,  2^ 

■ Countess  of,  93' 

Crombie,  Thomas,  servand    11 
Cromwell,  triumph  of,  21. 
Crops,  rotation  of,  1769- •  "8    ror 
Cruz,  256.  ^     '  /    •     y.v 

Cumberland,  Duke  of,  jyo 
Cummmg-;,  as  a  judge,  go 
Cunningham,  David,  22S 
Currie,  95. 


DALHorsry,  91,  295,  -59. 
—— -  Lord,  signs  CoVenant,  16. 
Dalinagarrv.  92. 
I^alkeith,  295. 

-—  Presbyt..ry  of,  6,  16  :  quest ion- 
Sir  James  Dundas  regarding  Solemn 
i-eague,  21. 

■ Small-pox  at,  85. 

---  Tai-k,  pheasants  on,  303. 

Dallas  of  Dawlish.  261. 

I-'ahneny,  Lord,  364. 

L'alnaeardoch,  02.  '   •'    '' 

Dalrymple,  Daniel.  34. 

Sir  David,  of  Hailes.  youn<rest 

son  of  fir.t  Lord  Stair,  55  ;  L^Drd 
Advocate  (1709-14),  disj^h-ascs  the 
Government,  ami  is  dismissed,  ;- 
60;  retires,  becomes  Auditor  "of 
Exchetjuer,  64. 

Sir  David  (Lord    Ilailes)     j  :y  ■ 

on  the  bench,  1766-1792,  41' 
attends  Douglas  Cause  in  Paris' 
207  ;  votes  in  Douglas  Cau-e,  200 
w/e,  225  mi/c'. 

Sir   Heu',  President,  death  of,  in 
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denl  Dundas,  109;  old  age,  20.) 


if  fiijt    l'ix->i-      Dover,  Diiko  nf,  his  iiatoiu. 


1)1- 


K_\<:n,  siirrcmler  (>f.  2S1. 


Dalrymplc,  James,   Clerk  of  Court  of   |    Druminond,  Eliza, 


Session,  39. 

Sir  James,  of  Slair,  elevated  to 


—  Henry,  l)anker,  01  Charing  Cr 
220. 


the  bench,  23  ;  letter  of,  to  Sir  James    ; I  lenry,  of  All. 


Dundas,  dated  Sept. 


1663, 


Tanei,  servand,  1 1. 


letter  of,  to  Sir  James  Dundas,  of   1    Drumore,    garden  of  lEa>t  Lothian), 

same  date  — letter  of  date  Sept.  21,    |         76. 

26  ;  Ictterfrom,  to  Sir  James  Dundas,    j    Duddingston  Locii,  tn-ut  from,  brought 


Feb.  15,  1664,  33  ;  his  seat  on  bench 
declared  vacant,  32  ;  litiers  of,  to 
Sir  James  Dunda.-,  otJates  Ajuil  19 
and  May  26,  1664,  35;  n  n^cnting 
party  to  son's  marruig^  \vi!h  K,::l;er- 
ine Dundas,  39  ;  drisen  iiiioexiic,  39. 

Hon.  Sir  J.,  of  i'.i.nliuick,  3^5. 

John,    writes  tc.   Dundas,    1766. 

iSi. 

Sir  John,  305  :  t.pponent  of  Sir 

G.   Clerk's,   352  ;    elected   for  Mid-    j 
lothian,  1832,  356.  | 

Colonel,  233.  i 

Dalwhinnie,  92. 

Dalzell,    George,    I,ord,    sick   of   the    | 
small-pnx,  85.  \ 

Darlington,  144.  j 

David,"  2S  7.  j 

David.son,  John,  i<S3.  I 

Duncan,   of  Tulloch,    M.P.    for    1 

Cromart\  and  Nairn,  333.  1 

Deadmanlets,  191.  j 

Deanhead  burn,  76.  j 

Deciaralii:«n  t(_)  be  taken  by  all  persons    j 

in  jH.-itinn.,  (,f  pubHc  trust,  27. 
'Defiance,'  254.  | 

Delgailo  ]>ay,  257.  j 

Delphi,  30S.  I 

Dempster,  George,  of  Skibo,  292.  ; 

Denison,  Evelyn,  344  i/oU.  \ 

Derby,  215.  ! 

Deskford,     Lord,    conmients    on     Sir 

John  Cope,  127. 
Devonshire,  Duke  of,  172.  j 

Dewar,  42.  j 

De  Winter,  250. 


to  Ami-ton,  1S9. 

Dudhope.     SrC  Angus. 

Dudlev,  Lord,  Foreign  .Secretarv  in 
i<S28.  335- 

Dumbarton,  213. 

Dunbar,  Earl  of,  xxv. 

David,  of  BaUloon,  '  Bucklaw  '  of 

the  BviJe  of  Lai)i>ncr;i!Ooi\  30. 

Dumbreck's  Hotel,  239. 

I'lvMcnn.  C?}itain  Adam  (Viscount 
Duhc,"i.  Admiral  Duncan),  1^9, 
249  ;  writes  to  Lord  Advocate  Dan- 
das,  1797.  250:  made  Vise  >mit 
Duncan  of  Camj)erdo\\n,  and  IJaron 
Duncan  of  Lundie.  2^2. 

■ Alex.,  of  Lunlie,'25i  note. 

Lad\-  Adamina,  ^\i^e  of  Sir  John 

Dalryn^i^le,  356. 

Lady  Mary  (Lady  Mary  Tuft-n), 

write-  to  Henry  Dundas,  Oct.  1707, 
251. 

Sir  William,  M.D..  251  noU. 

Dundas  of  Beech  wood,  family  of,  xwi.. 

Dund.ases  of  Duddingston  and  Man^ir, 

of  Dundas,  14. 

Dundas.  e^t.^;e  of.  -obi,  xxi\. 

Castle,   xxviii.,   2,   93;    modern, 

erected,  xxix. 

Alex.,  sonof  tii-t  Lord,  bv  Janet 

Hepburn,  3S.  / 

Anne,  marries  George  Buciian  of 

Kellue,  1773,  1S7. 

Sir  Archibald,  xxvi. 


Dick,  Sir  .-\lex.,  of  Lrestonfield,  149,    I Cha-.,  son  of  tir-i  Lord,  l.y  Janet 

j         Hepburn,  38. 


Dickson,  T->hn,  SS. 
Digges,  West,  150. 
'  Douglas,'  Tragedy  of,  159. 

-Cause,  iSo;  details  of,  206. 

— —  Duke  of,  181,  206. 
■ — —  Lady  Jane,  iSi. 

■ Marquis  o.'",  206. 

Lord  \V.  Keith,  337  note. 

Katherine,    wife    of    Sir    Jame 

Dundas,  5. 

• of  Torthorsvald,  5. 

old  Baronage  of  Scotland,  xxxv. 

James,  of  Stanypeth,  17. 


—  Christum,  wife  of  Sir  Charles 
Erskine  of  Alva.  3S. 

—  Sir  Da%i(l  (CLrk  :  .  ;h.-  s;,;-:ct), 
born  1803,  his  c.o,,  1.  \\m.  ;  dies 
1877,  xxxiii. 

—  David,  son  of  Roliert,  nierci.ant 
in  Edinburgh,  born  circa  1735,  xxxii. 

—  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George,  2: 
manics  Sir  Patrick  Murray  of  i,ang- 
schaw,  5. 

—  Elizabeth  (wife  of  lirsi  Predlent), 
letter  of,  to  her  son.  1733,  .S5  ;  -kath 
of,  from  small-po\.  1734,  80. 
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Dundas,Eli?al)cih  (Chief  Jiarou's  wife), 

219;  on  rri;.-.idciU  Blair's  dealh,  26b. 
General  P'rancis,  second    sou  of 

second    rrc-idon,    223,    266    7io!c, 

284. 
George,    of    Dundas,    purchases 

Aruiston — conlraclof  exLaniliiuii  liy, 

10 ;    consentin;^   parly   to    marriage 

of  Dundas    with    Mistress    Marion 

Boyd,  17. 

George,  <erv.d  lieir  1554,  xwii. 

George,     laiid    of   Dundas  li/ra 

1700,  .N.wiii. 
George,   son    of  James  Dundas, 

sketch  of,  dies  1S69,  xxxiii. 
Henrietta    (second    daughter    of 

second   President),    marries  (rajJtain 

Adam  Duncan   (Viscount  Duncan), 

1777,  1S9,  249. 
Grizzel,    marries    Adam    Colt   of 

Auldhame,  177S,  1S9. 

Ilenr)-  { fus/   l"<<-ciii:t  Melville), 

45,  107;  birth,  in  1742,  94;  ap- 
P'linted  Sohcil'.r  -  G(--neral,  1766, 
iSl  ;  writes  to  his  brutliLT  the  Lord 
President,  Se[)t.  1770,  1S3;  letiirned 
for  Midlothian  1774.  appninied  Lord 
Advocate  1775,  1S4;  C')rrc.-.]Xjn- 
dence  with  the  Li.'rd  ] 'resilient,  1775- 
1783,  185;  re-elected.  217  ;  wriie^lo 
his  brother,  Si-c'Vid  I'lL-i^Vnt,  17S7, 
220;  returned  U-.x  i:  Hi:;  I'.igh,  1790, 
225  ;  writes  to  S-iliciior-CJeneral 
Blair,  Nov.  1793,  23S;  writes  to  Lord 
Atlvocate,  Nov.  1793,  239;  to  Lord 
Advocate,  Dec.  1703.  240:  writes 
to  Mr.  Smith,  ]  >c.-.  1703,  240; 
writes  to  Lurd  BiaMiel.l  rdjwui  Muir 
and  Palmer,  241  ;  retires  with  Pitt  in 
1801,  253  :  impeachment  of,  created 
Viscount  Mehilie  and  Baron  Dimira, 
iSo"?,  259  ;  resigns  1S06  :  his  ac([iiit- 
tal,  260;  death  of,  iSll.aged  70, 
269  ;  liis  career,  269  et  scq. ;  opposes 
Lord  North  in  his  first  speech  on 
America,  270;  speaks  for  three 
hours  on  the  Indian  policy,  271  ; 
'  King  of  Scotland,"  272  ;  his  kind- 
ness, 273  ;  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Navy,  274  ;  relation  to  the  Act  of 
Union — his  character,  275. 

Henry    (Chief      I'aron's    second 

son).  Vice-Admiial,  292,  305. 

Henry  (Lord   Melville's  son),  on 

Huskisson's  secession,  1S28,  346  ; 
returned     for     Winchelsea,     1S30, 

Hughde,  xxx%. 

James  de,  xxxvi. 

.Sir   James,    son    of  George,    2  ; 

succeeds  George,  5  ;  details  about, 


5  ;  purchases  land,  6  ;  an  agricul- 
turist, S  ;  contract  of  excambion  by, 
10  ;  death  of,  in  162S — his  v.ill— 
funeral  expenses  of- -apothecary's 
bill  for,  12;  buys  the  vestry  uf 
Bortlnvick,  1606,  299. 

Dundas,  Sir  James,  frrsl  Lord Arin':to>i, 
succeeds  his  father  at  age  of  eight, 
14  ;  attends  St.  Andrews  Univer- 
sity, 14;  made  an  elder,  16;  is 
knighted  by  Charles  I. — a  witness 
aganist  Kev.  R.  Couper,  iS;  .-its 
asjuilge,  19  ;  returned  to  Parliament 
for  Midlothian,  21  ;  signs  Solemn 
League  in  1650,  21  ;  his  conduct  at 
the  Restoration,  22  ;  applies  to  be 
made  a  Lord  of  Session,  23  ;  letter 
of,  to  Lauderdale,  Dec.  16, 1663,  31  ; 
letter  of,  to  Lord  Chancellor,  Jan.  7, 
1664,  32;  refuses  to  sign  the  Declar- 
ation, 36  ;  retires  into  private  life 
— his  marriages,  38  ;  his  death,  39  ; 
funeral  ex]ienses  of,  40. 

James  (son  of  second  Lord),  his 

speech  on  the  Jacobite  medal  in 
171 1,  52  ;  i»nc'l  a  pamphlet  in  sap- 
jiort  of  liis  conduct — is  jjrosecuted 
for  sedition,  53  ;  at  the  bar  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justiciaiy,  54  : 
marries  Mary  Hope  of  Kt-rse,  I'Ut 
predeceases  his  fatl-i.r -.■.•'  i  !  i.-=r,e, 
56;  his  Jacobite  k-a;.^:-.  '->  . 

James,   ancestor  ni'  l.\;:.J..scs  ot 

Beech  wood,  3S. 

John  of  Dundas,  xxxvi. 

John,  of  Manor,  hi^  fi\e  sons  and 

descendants,  xxxiv.  nof,\ 

Katherine,    wife  uf   Wo'a.    Sir  J. 

Dalrymj'le  of  Pririhwick,  3S  ;  mar- 
ries lames  1  Jahymple,  Clerk  of 
Court  of  Se--i'  'n,  39. 

Sir    Lav,  rence,     founder    of    the 

Zetland  famil}-,  ibes  17S1,  xxxiv. 

Lawrence  (Karl  of  Zetland),  dies 

IS39,    XXXV. 

Professor    Laurence,    founder  of 

Dundas  J^ursaries,  87  note. 

Margaret,  wife  of  George,  2. 

Margaret  (Miss  Peggy,   marries 

General    fohn   Scott    of   Balcomie, 

1773,  187. 
>Larv,   wife   of  Sir  J.    H.me   of 

Blackadder,  38. 
Dame  Marie,  maintains  the  right.- 

of  her  son,  Tames,  while  a  minfjr,  16. 

—  Philip,  350. 

Robert,  son  of  George,  2. 

Robert  (seeoiitl  Lord  Ai-,uston), 

3S  ;  succeeds  his  father.  Sir  James  , 
(1679),   40;  lives  a1)road— supports 
Prince    of    Orange  —  appointed    a 
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judge,  Nov.  I,  16S9,  41;  marries 
Margaret  Sinclair  of  Stevenson,  56; 
write-^  to  his  son,  the  Lord  Advocate, 
ahoiU  retiring — his  death  in  i;/26, 
57- 
Dundas,  RolxM-t  (/;-.;/  /^;r.f/,/tV.'/)— son 
of  the  preceding  — !)orn  16S5,  advo- 
cate 1709,  5S;  becomes  Solicitor- 
General  in  1717,  Lord  Advocate 
1720,  and  Dean  of  Faculty  1721,  57 
— referred  to  in  Gity Mainhnit:^ — 
marries,  first,  Elizabeth  Watson  of 
Muirhouse,  1712,  59  ;  appointed 
Solicitor-General,  59  :  opjioses  the 
Treason  Law  Assimilation  Act, 
60  ;  obstructs  the  Commission  of 
Oyer  and  TerminL-r  for  trial  of 
rebels,  60  ;  his  opinirm  preferred 
to  that  of  Lnrd  Advocate  T^al- 
lynipie,  61  ;  his  illness  in  1720, 
63  ;  appointed  Lord  Advocate,  64  ; 
Assessor  to  the  city  of  Edinlmrgh, 
■which  he  resigns  in  172 1,  65  ;  letter 
from,  to  ISailie  Wighlman,  65  ; 
elected  for  Midlothian  without  op- 
position, 1722,  67  ;  joins  the  mal- 
content Scottish  members  in  ^L1lt 
Tax  Riots — dismissed  Uom  office  in 
1725,  68  ;  advises  the  Edinburgh 
brewers  —  succeeds  to  the  family 
estates  in  1726,  71  ;  leader  of  the 
Scottish  opposition — buihls  modern 
house  of  Arniston,  72  ;  the  condition 
ofliis  cattle  in  1726,  73  ;  vindicates 
the  rights  of  juries  to  return  a 
general  verdict  at  the  trial  of 
Carnegie  of  Finhaven,  78  ;  letters 
from,  to  his  sun  at  Utrecht, 
in  1733,  So  et  scq.  ;  letter  of,  to 
Lord  Uargany  in  1734,  Si  ;  letter 
from,  to  his  wife,  83  ;  seconds 
Lord  PoUvarth,  84  ;  strange  ojiinion 
of,  regarding  the  Lords,  S4  ;  as  a 
debater,  Sc  ;  letters  of,  to  his  son 
at  Utiecht  regarding  snialljiox,  etc., 
1733-34,  85,  III  ;  loses  his  first  wife, 
85  fi  seq.  ;  marries,  second,  Anne 
Gord.on  of  Invergordon,  87  ;  letter 
to  his  wife,  1736,  88;  takes  his  seat 
on  the  bench  as  Lord  Arnist'm, 
June  10,  1737,  90;  letter  to  his 
son  Robert,  1/37 — meets  \\ilh  an 
accit'ent,  91  ;  letters  from,  to  his 
wife,  dated  Castle  Leod,  Rossdhu 
and  Shien,  1740-43,  93  et  sdq.  ;  goes 
to  Rossdhu,  94  ;  goes  to  .Shien, 
95  ;  a  candidate  for  the  President's 
chair — writes  to  Lord  Chancellor, 
Dec.  1747,  99  ;  appointed  I'resident, 
103  :  death  of,  in  1753 — at  the 
Mansion  House  of  Abbevliill,  IC9. 


Dundas,  Robert  (secoiiJ  Pi-csidrn.'). 
born  in  1713,  July  iSth — his  school 
and  college  life,  iii;  studies  at 
Utrecht,  80  ;  proposes  visiting  the 
armies  on  the  Rhine,  112;  passes 
advocate  (173S) — in  1741  marries, 
hrst,  Henrietta  Carmichacl  of  Poii- 
nington,  114;  app<ji'i,  I  ^^'i- 
citor-General  in  1742,  \  >.  i  i  -  ; 
accompanies  .Sir  J.  Cope  :i'  ;  :  1'  ;i- 
bar  to  Prestonpans,  1745,  131; 
remains  at  lierwick,  134;  letter 
from  his  father,  Jan.  1746,  139; 
resigns  office  of  Solicitor-General, 
140  ;  suffers  from  gout — resolves  to 
retire,  144  ;  declines  to  oiler  himself 
iot  Lanarkshire  in  1750,  145  ;  writes 
to  the  Hon.  Charles  Hope  Weir, 
March  1750,  146  et  s<:q.  ;  returned 
for  Midlothian,  April  1754 — I.i^rd 
Advocate  in  August  —  re-elecied 
Dec,  150;  marries,  se.x'i:  1.  ]i-<-u 
Grant  of  Prestongrange  (175'j).  160  : 
appointed  Lord  Presiilr.-it,  .M;.rci! 
1760,  162  ;  autobiographical  sketch 
of,  166  ei  Sc-(/.  ;  writes  to  Lord, 
George  Beauclerk,  178  ;  gives 
his  casting  vote  against  claimant 
in  Douglas  Cause,  iSi  ;  his 
'  children,  1S6;  purchases  Shank  in 
1753!  189  ;  writes  to  The  Royal 
Dragoons,  Dalkeith,  102  :  proposes 
a  rotation  of  crops  at  Arniston,  194  ; 
dies  Dec.  13th,  1787,  197  ;  funeral 
of,  198  ;  remarks  on,  199  ;  his  pre- 
eminence as  a  judge,  200  ;  his  fmal 
iudgmenl  in  I)oiigla>  C;i;--e,  1767, 
207. 

Mrs.   (Henrietta    P.ailie),     writes 

to  her  husband.  May  1744,  123  ; 
death  of,  175^,  152. 

Robert  (Lord  Chief   1'.   .-:.-    •  ■:> 

of  second  President),  i  :  r,-''. 
214;  visits  England  I77-'-  '  'i 
to  the  bar  1779,  215;  .!p;s,i:iud 
Solicitor-General  1784.  216;  hi- 
fees— appointed  Lord  Advocate  in 
1790,  217;  falls  in  love  with  his 
cousin  Eliz.abeth— his  stature,  219; 
Lord  Ad.vocate,  17S9,  221  ;  at  Locii 
Erich-,  222  ;  writes  b<  Mrs.  Dundas, 
223  ;  returned  for  Mid.loihi.^n  1790, 
225  :  a  follower  of  Pitt  in  1790,  225  : 
writes  to  Secretary  D^iidas  (Oct. 
1739),  ^37^  (I^^'c.  KO.V.  -42  ='/--v/.; 
again  returned  for  Midfithi;^n,  June 
1796,  246  :  altackeii  by  n-.ub,  1792, 
231  ;  election  dinner.  (  »et.  1799, 
247  ;  on  the  victoiy  at  O.inperdiwn, 
1797,249;  becomes  Lord  Chief  liaron 
1804,  252  ;  visits  Lisbon  and  .Madeira 
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1S04-5,  254  ;  returns  from  his 
voyage,  257  ;  wriles  lo  his  wile,  June 
1S06,  on  Lord  Melvillt-'s  acquittal, 
261  ;  travels  for  health  on  the 
Conli'ienl,  1S17, — his  companions, 
2S4  ;  winters  in  Italy,  1817,  2S9  ; 
death  of,  June  17,  JS19,  292;  pos- 
sessor of  Arniston  from  17S7  to  1S19, 
294  :  improvements  made  by  him  at 
Arniston,  296  ;  liis  account  of  the 
improvements,  74  ;  his  description 
of  improvements  made  there  from 
1753  to  1776,  190. 

Dundas,  Robert  (Chief  Baron's  eldest 
son),  born  in  1797 — education,  etc., 
301  ;  on  tlie  grouse  shootings,  303  ; 
writes  to  his  lirother  Henry,  Feb. 
1815,  303  ;  writes  to  his  mother 
from  Gix'ece,  iSiS,  306  :  in  Constan- 
tinople in  I  Si  8,  307  :  u:  \'ienn.T, 
30S  ;  Captain  of  D.iil.clth  Yeo- 
manry, 311  ;  manie^  Lilii-.  Durliani 
Calderwo(->d,3l4;  Ijcc  i<;.-  Advocate- 
Depute  1822,  314  :  wir,  •<  to  Lord 
Melville,  June  1S26,  327  ;  liesitates 
to  stand  for  the  county,  340  ; 
determines  to  retire,  35S  :  death  of, 
June  Sth,  1S38,  366. 

Mrs.,     succeeds     to    estates    of 

her  family  1S38— death  of,  in  Italy 
18S3,  366. 

Robert.       succeeds      his      father 

Robert,  1S38,  368. 

Robert  Adam,    M.P.,    writes  to 

Robert  Dundas,  May  1827,  332  ;  on 
Sir  George  Clerk's  return  for  Mid- 
lothian, 342  ;  writes  l<>  Robert 
Dundas,  June  1828,  347  :  returned 
for  Ipswich,  350  ;  writes  to  Robert 
Dundas,  June  1832,  352;  writes  to 
Robert  Dundas,  June  1832,  354  ; 
returned  lor  North  Lincolnshire 
'837 — sketch  of  Ins  career,  367. 

Robert.      .S\v  Melville    (second 

Viscount). 

Sir  Robert,  of  Beeclnsood,  x.wi. 

Rev.  Robert,  of  Humljie,  xxxi. 

Robert,  Merchant,  xxxii. 

.Sir    Thos.,    born    1 741 — created 

Baron  Dundas  of  Aske—dies,  1820, 

XXXV. 

Thomas    (son   of  second    Lord), 

Slicriff  of  Galloway,  w  rites  to  his 
grand-nephew  17S1,  215. 

Sir  Thomas,  232. 

Thomas,  second  Earl  of  Zet- 
land, xxx\. 

Sir  Walter,  xxviii. 

Walter,  son  of  George,  2. 

l\i.    Hon.    William    (third     son 

of  second    President),   member   for 


Edinburgh,    24S  ;    his    iniliscretion, 

280  ;  again  returned  for  Edinburgh, 

1830,  350;  Lord  Clerk  Register,  307. 
Dund.as,  W.   Pitt  (third  son  of  Ciiief 

Baron),   his    account  of  a    journey 

from   Arniston   to    Englaml,    257  ; 

Deputy  Clerk-Register  of  Scotland, 

292  ;  death  of,  18S2,  367. 
Dundee,  rioting  in,  1792,  230. 
Dundonald,  Earl   of,  attemls  nieetir.g 

at  Lord  Cobliam's,  83  ;  at  the  Duke 

of  Queensberry's,  84. 
Dunfermline,  Abbot  of,  xxvi. 
Danira,  222  ;    estate  of,  purchased   by 

Sir  R.  Dundas  of  Beechwood,  xxxi. 
Dupplin,  battle  of,  1332,  xxvi. 
Durham,  Admiral  Sir  Philij;,  of  Lr.rgu 

and  Polton,  254,  366. 
Sir  W.,  of  Grange,  Av///.   Rolst. 

Bruce,  366. 

Eastkk  Hai.kf.kstox,  vaUio  of,  8. 

East  Retford,  343. 

Edgar  Atlieling,  xxiii. 

Edinburgli,  Parliament  in,  17  ; 
magistrates  of,  dine  witli  Lord 
Arniston  in  1747,  47  ;  action  i.-y 
brewers  of,  71 ;  success  of  Tragedy 
of  yA;//-7(rv  in,  159  ;  iiiilucnce  of 
bar  and  bench  in,  201  ;  Town-Cuun- 
cil  of,  chooses  the  Member.  213  ; 
riots  of  1792  in,  230  ;  Old  Parli.i- 
ment  House  of,  297. 

E({iiil'!ir;^!i  .Iii7;:}-!:sir  on  th.e  eiect ions 
of  the  Dundases  in  1790,  225. 

— —  Gazei!L\  233  ;  threat  in,  by  the 
Dean  of  Faculty,  53. 

■ Gazctlec-r,  247. 

Herald  on  Dundas's  clecn.jn  for 

Afidlothian,  June  1796,  2.16. 

Weekly  Journal,   Malachi  Maia- 

growther  writes  to,  315. 

Eglinton,  Lord,  xxvi. 

lilchies,  Lord  (Patrick  Grant),  103. 

Eldon,  Lord,  retiies,  330. 

Elgin,  Earl  of,  350,  367  noU\ 

Eliot,  Lord.  344  no!':. 

Elliock,  votes  in  the  Douglas  Cause, 
209  vote. 

Elliot,  Sir  Gilbeit,  of  Minto,  his 
death,  60. 

Elpliin>tijn,  Lord,  attends  meeting  at 
Lord  Cobham's,  83. 

Elphin.->ton,  John,  son  of  Nicol,  3. 

Xicol,  of  thehiiank,  3. 

'  Engagement  '  for  relief  of  Charles  1., 

21. 

England  in  1795,  244. 

Entail  Act,  1685,  203. 

Enzer,  Joseph,  76. 

Epithalauuum  on  marriage  of  Rol^erc 
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Diindas  and  Henrietta  Cdimichael 

of  lionnington,  1 15. 
Ericht,  Loci),  222. 
I'.iskine,  Sir  Ciiarles  of  Al\a,  3S,  105 

Cbavles,  of  Tinwald,  a  candidate 

for  the  President's  Chair,  99 ;  a 
friend  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll's,  lOl ; 
appointed  Lord  Justice-Clerk,  103  ; 
fails  to  secure  the  President's  Chair, 
162. 

HeniT  (Dean  of  Faculty),  writes 

to  Robert  Dundas  on  tlic  death  of 
the  President,  in  17S7,  197  ;  agi- 
tates for  Burgh  reform,  229  ;  op- 
posed by  Dundas  in  the  election  of 
a  Dean  for  1796,  245. 

James,  of  Grange,  82. 

Thomas,  Lord  Chancellor,   229. 

Esk,  3. 

Esperston,  5,  42  ;  niiprovcments  on,  9  ; 
hill,  10  ;  jointure  of  Mi>lrtss  Marion 
Boyd,  17  ;  hamlet  of,  43. 

Essonne,  200. 

lithelred,  King,  \xiii. 

Excise  Scliemc,  withdrawal  of,  79. 


Faculty   <'F  AI'Vocatf.s  presented 

with  aJacobiLC  nieilal,  52. 
Fairford,  Alan,  20 v 
Falkirk,  96. 
Falkland,  92. 
Fergu-on    of   Pitt'our,    204  ;    member 

for  Aberdeenshire,  210. 
Fergusson,  Colonel,  his  Life  cf  Ilt'niy 

Erskiiiz,  245  i!oh'. 
Ferrol,  254. 
Findlater,  Earl  of,  relation  tn  Dundas, 

16S  ;  fees  Dundas,  217. 
Fitzharris,  Lonl,  on  Pitt's  death,  260. 
Fitzvvilliani,  F'arl  of,  xxxv. 
Fleming,  Admiral   The    Hon.    Chas. 

Elphinstone,  254,  255. 
Flamlers,  Dundas  and  Lord  Pargany 

tour  through,  1 13. 
Fletcher,  Andrew  (Lord  Milton),  119, 

149  ;    Lord    Justice  -  Clerk,     thrust 

aside,  145  :  receives  the  .Signet  for 

life,  103;  is  narrowly  watched,  156; 

supports    Heme,    159  ;    dies    Dec. 

1766.  170. 
-Archibald,  Advocate,   on   Burgh 

Reform,  1790,  227,  iioh\ 

Henry,  of  Saltoun,  105  itotc. 

Florence,  310. 

Forbes,  Duncan,  of  Culloden,  succeeds 

Dundas    as    Lord    Advocate,     70 ; 

appointed  President,  1737,  90  ;  dies 

Dec.  loth,  1747,  99  ;  compared  with 

Dundas,  his  successor,   109  ;  writes 


j  to  Dundas,  Solicitor-Gcn-.r;!!,  in 
1742,116;  writes  to  Dund;;-;  on 'his 
j  resignation  of  Siilicitni- -  t.'.eneral 
;  in  Jan.  1746.  141  ;  his  relation 
I         to  Dundas,  16S. 

I Sir  John,  353. 

'  Peter,  328. 

1  Forfeited  F^staies  Act,  67. 

I  Fort- Augustus,  Governor  of,  153. 

Fountainhall,  Lord,  170. 

!  Fox,  Charles,  229  ;  plagued  l>y  Henry 
1  Dundas,  215  :  on  Muirand  Palmer's 
I  trials,  244  ;  suspicion  of,  aroused 
I        against  Dundas,  274. 

:  France,  war  with,  123;  Douglas  Cause 
■  in,  207  ;  termination  of  war  with, 
:         1S15,  2S3. 

t  Frankfort,  2S7. 

'  I'^rasers  attack  Culloden  House,  135. 

i  Frederick  the  Great,  118. 

F^reeman,  quoted,  xn 


Rev.     Dr.     W. 
Herts,  161  not,. 
French  war,  117. 
Fullarton  Burn.  31 
Funchal  l!a\ ,  25^ 
Fushie  lilridge,  ^a 


of    H  annuel 


1  Gai.I-Qwav,  Alexander,  scrvand, 
j        II. 

Garden,  F'rancis  (Lord  Gardenstoune), 
I  opposes  Wedderinirn  before  the  Par- 
;  liament  of  Paris,  204:  votes  in 
;         Douglas  Cause,  209  no/c. 

\  (iarlie-.  Lord,  death  of  his  son  from 
I         ?mall-p(."i\,  8v 

!  (iarrick,  I -"Q- 

I  (laiton,  :,so>!ote. 

:  Cienappcs,  2S7. 

1  (lencial  A>>embly  attended  by  Dun- 
;         das  in  1837  and  1S3S,  365. 

;  George  II.  dies  Oct.  25,  1760,  169. 

I lit.,  birthday  1792,  230;  moi^bed 

\        and  insulted,  245. 

j  Gerard,  XXV.  ' 

1  Gerrald,  Joseph,  241. 

I  Ghent,  286. 

I  Ciibbon,  David  M.,  32S. 

\  (i^i^on,  Jas.,  340. 

Gilchrist",  \V.,  328. 

I  Gilmour,  Sir  Alex.,  172. 

j  Sir  Charles,  uf  Craigmiilar,  M.  P. 

j         for     Midlothian,     writes     m     Lor<l 
Arniston,  Dec.  1747;  lo'- 

I  Sir  John,   of  Craigmiilar,    Lord 

I         President,  23. 

;  (llasgow,  312  !u\'r  ;  Malt  Tax  vjA  in. 
!  71  ;  only  partially  rc]iresen!ed.  213  : 
''  potatoes  taxed  in,  227  ;  University 
I         of,  362. 
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Is  Canning  as 
tes  to  Rol.erl 
of  the   Exclie- 


Glencairn,  William,  l^arl  of,  become 
Lord  High  Chancellor,  23. 

Glengarry  men,  94  ;  in,~o!ence  of,  iSj 
'Glo'ry,':;54. 

Goat-AVhcy  ciue,  93. 

Goderich,  Lord,  succeo^ 
Premier,  334. 

Goldie,    Rev.    Jas.,   v,ri 
Dundas,  March  1S37, 

Goolburn,    Chancello 
quer,  1S2S,  335. 

Gordon,  George,  first  Duke  of,  52. 

Duke  of,  fees  Dundas,  417. 

Duchess    of,    offers    a    Jacobite 

medal  to  Facidty  of  Advocates,  52  ; 
in  the  Heart  of  MidlothJa)?,  56.  ' 

Capt..  291. 

Sir  John,  IC2. 

Lewis,  13  V 

Sir     William,     of    Invergord(m, 

Bart.,  87,  93  note  :  father-in'^-law  of 
first  President  Dundas,  S3  note. 

Gore,  3. 

Gospatric,  son  of  Maldred,  xxiii. 

Gouda,  2S6. 

Gower,  Lord,  at  the  Duke  of  Queens- 
berry's,  84  ;  resigns  the  Privy  Seal, 
142. 

Graeme,  Robert,  305. 

Grafton,  Duke  of,  174,  270. 

Grammont,  Due  de,  263  note' ;  writes 
to  Mrs.  Dundas,  1813,  2S2. 

(iranby,  Lord,  174. 

Grant,  Chas.,  344  note;  President  of 
the  Board  of~Trade,  1S2S,  335. 

Patrick,    of    Elchies,    dies    July 

1754,  150. 

William  (Lord  Adv.),  of  Preston- 
grange,  a  candidate  for  President's 
Cliair,  99  ;  succeeds  Craigie  as  Lord 
Advocate,  143  ;  succeeds  Patrick 
Grant  of  Elchies  on  the  bench,  1754, 
ai  Lord  I'restongrange,  150,  loO  ; 
descendants  of,  163  no't-. 

Granville,  Lord.      Acv  Carteret. 

C'.reendale  Oak,  in  Welbeck  Park, 
Notts,  48,  25S. 

Greenock  not  represented,  213. 

Grcnville  dismissed,  1765,  176. 

Grey,  Earl,  229  ;  government  of, 
361. 

Groito,  the,  at  Arnislon,  44. 

Guerin,  ^L1rie,  207. 

Gutlirie,  John,  328. 


Ha!>den,      Katiiarknk,       servand, 

1 1. 
Haddington,  Earl  of,  wviii. 
lLagley,'"25S. 
Haig,  Katriarene,  servand,  11. 


Hailes,  Lord.      Sec  Dnlrympla. 

llaldane,  i'atriclc,  succeeds  Dundas  as 
Solicitor- General  in  1746,  143. 

Professor  Robert,  visits  Water- 
loo, 2S3  ;  travels  with  Dundns,  2S4  ; 
2S9. 

llalkerston,  5,  17. 

Hall,  Robert,  town-councillor,  328. 

Hamilton,  first  Duke  of,  leads  Presby- 
terians, 1646,  21. 

fifth  Duke  of,  at  Lord  Cohham's 

'735>  ^3  ;  £^'  Ihe  Duke  of  (^Hteeii>- 
berry's,  84. 

seventli  Duke  of,  iSi. 

Duchess  of,  iSo. 

■  of  Aikenhead,  14S. 

Capt.  Sir  Charles,  254. 

Dame  Christian,  Lady  Boyd,  17. 

Sir  J.,  death  of,  145. 

John,  apothecary,  13. 

■ Sir  Patrick,  of  Presioun,  17. 

— —  Col.,  of  Pencaitland,  261  note. 

Hampton  Court,  24. 

Handasyd,  General,  at  Haddington. 
I  :;6. 

Han  well,  301. 

Harcourt,  Due  de,  writes  to  Chief 
Baron  Dundas,  1813,  2S2. 

H;!rdwicke,  Lord  (Lord  Chancellor). 
99  note  ;  writes  to  l^undas,  1747, 
IGO;  writes  to  congratulate  Lord 
Arniston  on  the  Presidentship,  1748, 
106  ;  writes  to  Dundas,  Jimc  1755, 
156;  letters  of,  to  Lord  Advocate, 
161  ;  congratulates  Lord  President 
Dundas,  June  1760,  163  ;  on  the 
Militia,  165  ;  on  king's  tieath  in 
1760,  169  ;  correspondence  with 
Dundas,  June  1763,  174  e!  .-.-y.  :  his 
measure  for  abolishing  Heritable 
Jurisdictions,  202. 

Harrington,  Earl  of,  succeeds  Lord 
Granville  (Carteret),  Nov.  1744, 
124  ;  resigns  the  Seals,  142. 

Harrowliy,  Lord,  in  the  Canning 
Ministry,  1S27,  330. 

Hart  of  Glasgow,  a  president  o^  thc 
Convention,  242. 

llLirvicston,  44. 

Haughca.l,  44. 

Hay,    Sir    Adam,    M.  P.    for    Selkirk, 

339- 

Dr.  D.,  32S. 

John,  34. 

Thomas,  of  Hunt 


gt.-.n,  K 


;epe 


of  the  Signet,  entertains  Dum.kis  and 

Craigie,  131. 
Hclias,  son  of  Huctred,  xxiv.,  xxv. 
Henderson,  .\lexander,  328. 
He}'jburn,     Sir    Adam,     of     Humbie, 

38. 
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Hepburn  of  ClcrkinL^lon,  221,  304. 

J^net,   second  wife  of  firsi  Lord 

Arniston,  38. 

John,  .ser\,ind,  II. 

Ilerioi  Water,  42. 

Heritable  Jurisdiction  abolished,  201. 

Hermanslaut,  309. 

Herries,  Col.,  291. 

Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re- 
signs, 334. 

Hewit,  Helen,  206. 

High  Court  of  Justiciary,  James  Dun- 
das  brought  to  bar  of,  54  ;  Provost 
of  Gla^gmv  arraigned  before,  71. 

Highland  i-laihvay,  225. 

Highlanders,  Acts  for  disarming, 
203. 

Hinde  s  fhfloyy  oj  Nortliui:ihcrh-md, 
xxiii.  );€■!':. 

Holland  visited  by  second  Lord 
Arnistou  in  16SS,  45  ;  Chief-Laron 
Dundas's  tour  in  1817,  2S5. 

Holmes,   W.,  M.P.,  347  note. 

Holyrood  I'alace,  regiment  stationed 
at,  S2  ;  royal  forces  at,  84;  where 
the  Comte  d'iVrtois  resided,  283. 

Home,  Alexander,  succeeds  Uundas  as 
Solicitor-Cjcneral  in  1746,  143. 

Sir    Davi<l,   of  Weduerinun,   5  ; 

consenting  party  to  niirriage  of 
Dundas  with  Marion  Boyd,  17". 

George,  of  Wedderburn,  14. 

John,  of  Blacadder,  14,  17. 

Rev.  John,  159. 

Mary,  wife  of  Sir  James  Dundas, 

5  ;  her  jointure  and  Inrtune,  5. 

Marie,  daughter  of  George  Home 

of  Wedderburn,  manages  estate  of 
Arniston,  14. 

Dame    Mary    (Lady    Arniston), 

17  ;  her  death  in  1661,  22. 
Hope,  Sir  Alexander,  of  Kerse,  56. 
Sir  Archibald,  192. 

Right  Hon.  Charles,  277  note. 

Sir  John,  305,  342. 

— •  John,      Solicitor-!, ieneral,       314. 

327,  337  ^'"/'■- 
of  Craigiehall    on  the    rising  of 

1745,  127.' 
Sir    'Ihomas,     of   Kerse,    Lord 

Advocate  in  time  of  Charles  I. ,  314  ; 

appointed  Justice-General,  iS. 
Hopetoun,  xxix. 
Hopetoun,    Earl    of,    146,    177,    342  ; 

advises   Dundas    to    marry    again, 

160  ;    writes  to  Chief  Baron,  June 

1806.  262. 
House,  wliere  Mr^.  Dundas  vi-its, 

123  note. 
Horn     of     Westhall     represents     the 

Eacultv,  =;;. 


Hospitallers  obtain  Ballintrodo,  i. 

House  of  Commons,  atten'lance  of 
Scottish  members,  67. 

of    Lords,     proposal    by,     that 

the  Scottish  Peers  be  chiJsen  by 
ballot,  82  ;  reverse  decision  of  Court 
of  Session  in  Douglas  cause,  181  ; 
preservation  of,  advocated  by  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  363. 

Houston,  262. 

Howburn,  10. 

balance-sheet    for   crop  cif   16Q9, 

50,  51  note. 

Hughes,  Dr..  299. 

Hugoniont,  283. 

Hume,  Sir  Alex.,  lie![i>  hi-,  cousin, 
Sir  James  Dundas,  23  note  :  letter 
to  Sir  James  Dandas,  dated  17th 
May  1662,  24  ;  letter,  dated  Kov. 
4th,  1662,  25  ;  letter  of,  to  Sir 
James  Dundas  bearing  date  Xov. 
3d,  1663,  27  tt  SCO.  ;  letter  of.  to 
Sir  James  Dundas,  Dec.  8ih,  1663, 
29;  letter  of,  to  Sir  James  Dundas, 
April  iS,  1664,  34;  letter  of,  to 
ditto,  June  23,  1664,  also  Aug.  9, 
36 ;  letter  to  Sir  James  Dun<ins, 
July  4,  1665,  38. 

Baron,  on  Sir  Thomas  Miller  of 

.Glenlee,  204. 

David,     appointeil     keeper     of 

Advocates'  Lilirary,  1752,  156; 
letter  of,  to  Dundas,  Nov.  17^4, 
l57.Y^v./.  ;  213. 

Hunter  s  Park,  190. 

Ihmtly  Castle.  135. 

Huskisson,  266,  334;  in  the  Canning 
Ministry.  1S27,  330;  on  the  Ea^t 
Retford  Election,  344. 

Hvndford.  Lor.l,  friend>1iii.  with  Dun- 
das, ]6S. 


Il..\Y.  Lnra\  letter  of,  to  Sed\:t.ny  of 
State,    53  ;    manages    the  rli.iJr-;   <A 
Scotland,     79;    his    admini-~iraiioii 
condemned — adviser  to  the  Scotti.->h 
Peers,   So:  impeached,  84:    hi-  in- 
fluence, S;  :  letter  from,  U-.  Dundas, 
1737.  90. 
'Hlustrious,"  voyage  m  the,  254. 
hichgarvie,  xxiii.,  xxix. 
India  Board,  acceptance  of.  i'V  Lord 

Melville,  338. 
Inglis,   Sir  John,  of  Cramond,   Ban., 

246. 
Innerleithen.  42. 
I    Inv^r,  92. 
I    Invere-k.  369. 
I    Inverg^iirdon,  92,  9:. 
'    Inverness,  Lord  Arniston's  j'Hirney  t", 
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>ir  John  Cope  at,   12S:  Con- 


servatives victorious 


3'M- 


Jackson,  JA.Miis,  smith,  11. 
jacohins,  353. 

Jacobite  aLtempt,  fear  of,  1 17. 
Jacobite  Medal,  52  et  scq, 
James  11.,  xwi.,  230. 

•  III.,  w.i. 

I\'.,  xxvii. 

M.,  x.wiii :  Icninhts  fames  Dun- 

dns,  5-  ^        " 

viii.,  Medal  of,  52. 

Jeffrey,   Lord  Advocate,  350  :  electe  1 

for  Edinlmrgh,  1832,  355. 
Jenner's  discovery,  S5. 
Jolin  of  Grafjin,  \\v. 
Tohnston  of  Warristoii,  21  ;  kniL^litci',, 

18. 
Judges     prevented     from     becoming 

members  of  Parliament,  S3. 

Kames,  LoRii,  his  SkcliJus  oj  the 
ihsto)y  of  Man,  49  :  character  of, 
204  ;  votes  in  Douglas  Cause,  209 
tiote. 

Keith,  215. 

Kennet,  Lord,  votes  in  the  D^^uglas 
(JnAi>e,  209  iiclc\ 

Kent,  Duke  of.  hi^  intimacy  wiih  the 
Earl  of  Zciland.  xxxv. 

Kcpock,  92. 

Ker,  Thonia--,  drinks  with  a  inini,>ter, 
18. 

Kerr,  Lord  R..  304. 

Killin,  223. 

Kilmarnock  liurghs  returit  a  Con- 
servative in  1837,  364. 

Kincardine,  Lavl  of,  attends  I_.ord 
CoV)ham's  meeting.  83. 

'  King's  List,'  63. 

King's  list  of  jieers,  82. 

Kinghorn,  92. 

Kinnoull,  Earl  o',  45  :  his  patent,  (\i ; 
fees  Dundas,  217. 

Knights  Templars  in  Scotland,  i. 

of  vSt.  John  obtain  iJallinlrodo.  i. 

Knock  of  Kincardine,  121. 

Knox,  AV.,  iS. 

La  Fomaixf.,  157. 

Laggan,    Loch,    liunting    match    on, 

15.3- 

Lanarkshire, L)undas  s connectif.m with, 
in  1750,  145. 

Lansdowne,  Lord,  adheres  to  Mr. 
Canning,  330. 

Land),  William  (al'ierwards  Lord  Mel- 
bourne;, 249  ;  goes  out  of  office,  344. 

Lamington,  114. 


Lanark,  Conservative  victory,  1S37, 
364- 

Largschaw,  teinds  of,  6. 

Lauderdale,  Earl  of,  leads  Presby- 
terians, 21;  23,  24,  28;  letter 
from,  to  Sir  Jas.  Dundas,  Dec.  S, 
1663,  30  ;  31  note;  of  .service  to 
Dundas,  38. 

• Lord,  in  1792,  229. 

Le  Brun,  Madame.  206. 

Legate,  Koliert,  328. 

Leighton.   .  Sec  Lichton. 

Leipzig,  l>attle  of,  2S1. 

Leishman,  James,  councillor,  32S. 

Leitli,  92. 

Lewis  Frankland,  344  note. 

Leyden,  285. 

Lichton,  Jxobert  (Archbishop  Leigh- 
ton\  20,  27. 

Linlithgow,  96. 

Lintz,  2SS. 

Lisbon,  visited  hv  Chief  llan.n  Dun- 
das, 255. 

Lismore.  154. 

Little  Tohn'-^chott,  5,  10. 

Livadia,  308. 

Liverpool,  Lord,  .>ei?ed  with  a]xiplexv 
1827,  329, 

Loaiihead,  295. 

Lockhart,  Sir  C,  312. 

■ of  Covington,  204. 

fieorge,  of  Carnwath,  55  ;  re- 
frains from  opposing  Dundas  as 
meinbei  for  Midiuthiaii.  67. 

Sir  John.  ..f  Ca-,tle!:ill,  94  /;:Vc. 

John,   of  Castlehill,    147;    writes 

about    the    health    of    Mr-;.    JIaillie 
(wife  of  second  Pre^iilent).  1755.  'S'- 

Capt.  John,  engaged  t(j  Ehzabeth 

Paillie,  their  descendants,  1S7  note. 

NLartha  (Mrs.  Sinclair  of  Wood- 
hall),  94. 

London,  fatigue  of  journey  to,  in  172?. 
67. 

roads  l-etween,  and  Scotland,  in 

1739,  9-- 

Londonderry,  Lord,  retires,  330. 

Loretto,  290. 

Lorimer,  James,  servand,  li. 

Lothian,  Earl  of,  10  ;  sit^ns  covenant, 
16. 

Marrpiis  <jf,  305  ;  promotes  rail- 
way construcli<:in,  339. 

Loughborough.  I-ord,  274. 

Lovat,  Simon  Lord,  92;  hi-  trial,  145. 

Lowthiane,  I.-abel,  servand,  I  J. 

W.,  II. 

Luffness.  261. 

Lugton,  Midlothian,  295. 

Luke,  Ad.am,  328. 

Lumsden's  gate,  191. 


iN])i:x. 


;s.' 


156; 


lal,   134. 
account     to 


Luss,    a    report    o(    Lord    Arnisl<in"s, 

93- 
Lyiidhurst,    Lonl,    L^nl    Chancellor, 

i6;2S,  335- 
LytidsaV;  J.ord  John,  17. 
Lytieltoii,    Lord,    ^\■Iitc.^    1.0    Dundas, 

-Aug.  1 76 1,  186. 
Lord  (Sir  (ieors^e).   death  of,  in 

1773.   1S7. 


IM'DoxKL  of  Aherarder,  153. 

of  Kcj'poch,  153. 

of  Tullacrombie,  153. 

Mack  ay,  320. 

Mackenzie,     Sir     George,     of    Rcse- 

haugh,     Lord    Advocate,     '  Woody 

Mackenzie,'  39,  iSg. 
Sir  George,  of  Tarhet   (Earl  of 

Cromarty),    obtains    a    seat    on    the 

bench,  23. 
•Mackenzie,  Prof.  Kenn-ih, 

to  Pulteney  1793.  2^4. 
M'Xinlny,  Arcliibaid,"32S. 
ALackintosh,  Sir  J^s.,  229. 
Mackintosh,  Robert,  his  jc- 
M'Lellan,    Robert,    h 

larch-uees,  73. 
Macleod,  CoL,  M.P..  239. 
M'Neili,   Lord   Advocate,   carries    the 

I'oor  Law  Act  throuL,di  IVirlianicnt, 

1S45,  368. 
I\Iacpherson     of    Cluny     escapes     to 

France,    dies   at    Dunkirk,    17^^-6, 

155;  222. 
Macpherson  (jf  Strathniashie,  153. 
Macfjueen,  Robert  (Justice-Clerk  Bra\- 

field),  204,  236. 
Madeira,  visited  by  Chief  Haron  Dun- 
das,  255. 
Mahon,    Lord,     on     the     ministeiial 

revolution  of  Feb.  1740.  142. 
Maitland,  Sir  Thomas,  307. 
^Malagrowther,    Malachi,     letters    of, 

315- 

Malcolm,  King,  xxiii. 

Malt-tax    Riots  of    1; 
substitute  a  beer-ta: 

Mamhead,  2^4. 

M.imhead  Cottac;e,  2^7. 

Manners,  Geo.,^  of  "I'.loxhcilm  Hall, 
367. 

Mansfield,  Lord,  on  Henry  Dundas, 
1766,  1 82  ;  congratulates  Lord 
President  on  his  brother's  success, 
May  1775,  1S5  ;  on  the  Douglas 
Cause,  210. 

Marchuiont,  Hugh,  third  Karl  of. 
di^mis-sed  in  1733,  70,  S2  ;  attends 
n^eeiing  at  Lord  Cobham's,  83  :  at 
the  Duke  of  Queensberry's,  84  :  his 


'-5-  I' 
6S. 


jsal    to 


diary,  loi  ;  visits  the  Duke  of  Xew  ■ 
castle,  102. 

Marchmont,  Earl  (_>f  (fourtli>,  con- 
gratulates Lordi  Advocate  Dundas. 
1754,  151- 

I'apers,  S3,  10 1. 

Margaret,  Queen,  xxiii. 

Margarot,  241  ;  sentenced,  244. 

Marjoribanks,  355. 

Mary,  Queen,  i. 

Maxtone,  Mrs.,  of  Cultoquhey,  305. 

Mayence,  287. 

Meame,  250. 

Medmenham  Abbey,  210. 

Meggit,  Thos.,  Laird  of  Cockpen,  17. 

Melbourne,  Lord,  declines  to  form  a 
Ministry,  361  ;  I'linie  Minister, 
1S35,  362.      Sec  Lamb. 

Melville,  Lord  {second  Us  otint).  Presi- 
dent of  Board  of  Control,  a])])ointed 
First  Lord  of  Admiralty,  281  ;  on 
the  Chief  Baron's  refusal  to  become 
President,  277  ;  on  the  representa- 
tion of  Midlothian,  314  ;  Scottisii 
Manager,  314  ;  anger  of,  at  ^Lal.achi 
Malagrowther,  315  ;  oa  I'aper  Cur- 
reiicy,  316  tt  si'tj.  ;  on  the  election 
of  tlic  Provost  for  E<iinl)urgh,  329  ; 
retires,  330  ;  President  of  lioarti  of 
Coivrol,  1828,  335  :  his  position  in 
1S2S,  337  ;  accepts  the  India  Board, 

338  ;   ai   the  Admiraltv  (jnce   more, 

339  :  N\  ritvs  to  Robert  Dundas,  Feb. 
Ib2S,  341  ;  Chairman  of  Conn-.iittee 
on  the  Poor  I  aw,  1843,  3^7  ;  death 
of,  June  10,  1 85 1.  368. 

Lady,  on  Sir  Gcl    Cleric,    34?  ; 

writes  to  Robeit  Dandas,  Jan.  1^28 

335- 

Henry  (first  Lord  I.     Sec  Dundas. 

• Henry  (third  Lord),  VvS  /.'.'.v. 

John  White,  of  Mount  Meiviile, 

—-■  Castle,  273,  3(>S. 
Memorial    presented  by  Sir  P).     Dal- 
rymple     for     release     of     Jacui.iiic 
•    j)risoners,  60. 
Menzies,  John,  328. 

■ of  Ferntower,  263  note. 

Middleton,  Lord,  23. 

Midkithian,  first  purchase  of  land  in, 
made  by  George  Dundas  of  Dundas 
in  1 57 1,  I  ;  Turn]-.ike  Act  f.ir,  51  ; 
fiirms  of,  193  :  agricultural  iiii]  r'.jve- 
ments  in,  194;  electors  of,  213; 
Heritors  of,  form  an  association  for 
preserving  game,  302  ;  Coursing 
Club,    304  ;  \'e''manry  Cavaliy   of, 


Miiinon,  Nicu 


207. 


384- 


INDEX. 


Militip.,  for  Scoil.inrl,  165. 

Miller,  Thos.  (Lord  Glciilee),  157;  l)c- 
comes  Lord  Advocate  1660, 162,  ^aS. 

Miller,  Sir  Tho.-:.,  of  Glenlee,  20.1  ; 
votes  in  the  Doui;las  Cause,  209 
7io/c;  dies  17S9,  221. 

Milne,  James,  councillor,  32S. 

Milroy,  Deacon.  47. 

Milton.  Lord,  103.      Sec  Fletcher. 

IVIinto,  Lord,  260. 

Mitchell,  .Sir  Andrew,  ambassador  at 
Berlin,  89  7iotc  ;  a  friend  of  I-ord 
Arniston'.s,  loi  ;  writer  to  Robert 
Dundas,  younger.  May  174S,  105  ; 
writes  to  second  President  Dundas  in 
■  Aug.  1742,  115  ;  aml,iassador  to 
Brussels  and  Berlin,  Under  Secretr.ry 
for  Scotland,  intiniacy  with  Dundas, 
iiS:  his  readiness  in  reply  to 
PVederick  the  Great,  119  ;  writes  to 
Solicitor-Genend  Dundas,  March 
1744,  122;  writes  to  Solicitor- 
General  Dundas,  Xov.  1744,  124  f/ 
seij. ;  writes  to  Dundas,  Sept.  1745, 
12S  el  set/.  ;  writes  to  Dundas,  Tan. 
1745-6,  137  -^-^e'J- 

Robert,  town-councillor,  32S. 

Rev.  W.,  of  ITigh  Church,  Edin- 
burgh, iiS. 

Mitchclson,  29S. 

Moderate  Party,  159,  364. 

Monl)oddo,  Lord.      S,y  lUirnett. 

Moncrieff,  Lady,  95. 

Moncricffe,  Sir  David,  on  tire  rising  of 
i745>  127. 

Sir  T. ,  of  Rapness,  127  ao/t-. 

Montgomer)-  Entail  Act,  1770,  203. 

Montgomery,  Sir  James,  of  Stanhope, 
232;  becomes  Solicitor-General, 
1760,  162;  I,ord  Chief  Baron,  2^^ 

Montrose,  trial  of,  1641,  xwiii. 

Duke  of,  139  ;  di^mi-sed  in  1735.. 

79,  82  ;  at  Lord  Ct)bham's,  S3  :  ai 
the  Dulce  of  Queensberry's,  84. 

Moray,  Lady,  264. 

Moresone,  Alex.,  of  Prestongrnnge, 
17- 

A7o;u2n^  C/iro/i/t/t',  33 ^ 

Herald  on   Henry  Dundas,  274  ; 

reports  Sir  Robert  Peel's  address  at 
Glasgow,  Jan.  13,  1S37,  303. 

Morpe'h,  144. 

Morton,  Earl,  draus  Arniston  .\sh- 
tree,  46. 

Mountmori-is,  Earl  of  (Viscount  Va- 
lentia),  187. 

Muir,  Thomas,  of  Hunrershill,  235, 
239  ;  trial  of,  241  ;  di-cus-iun  011 
trial  of,  244. 

Murehouse.  ^o. 

Murray,  Alex.,  councillor,  329. 


Murray,  Sir  George,  succeed.-  ]Iu< 
kisson,  346. 

SirGideon,  of  Elibank,  Treasurer- 
Depute,  5. 

John,  135. 

■ •  Sir  I'atrick,  of  Elibank,  14. 

Sir     Patrick,     of     Langsciiaw, 

marries  Elizabeth  Dundas,  5. 

Sir  Robert,  of  Craigie,  the  friend 

of  Lauderdale,  obtains  a  seat  on  the 
bench,  23. 

Mutiny  in  i'.ritish  fieel  of  1797,  249. 

'  A'.VIAD,"  voyage  in  tlie,  254. 

Xapier,  Capinin,  304. 
j    Nasrnyih,  James,  328. 

National    Covenant,    21  ;    signed    by 
I        James    Dundas,    16  :    declared    ail 
I         unlawful  oath,  27. 
i    Nepean,  .Sir  Evan,  233  )wte.  240. 
I    Newbatile.  6,  295,  369. 

Xewbigging,  James,  220,  246. 

Xewbyres,  iS ;  jointure  of  Mistress 
1  ^Larion  Boyd,  17  ;  tower  of,  19  ; 
,  rent  of,  settled  on  Lord  Arniston's 
,  son,  114;  terms  of  lea-e  of.  194; 
I  Mains,  10. 
i    Newcastle,  19  ;  gibbet  at,  215. 

I  ^  Duke  of,  visited  by  the  Earl  of 

1'  Marehmont.  102:  writes  to  Lord 
!  Arniston,  May  i;4S.  103  ;  in  a  strait, 
I  124  ;  resigns  the  seals,  142  ;  becomes 
j  Prime  Minister,  150  ;  assures  Dun- 
I  das  of  his  friendship,  1763,  172; 
I  Lord  Privy  Seal  in  the  Rockingham 
Mini.stry  of  1765.  177  :  on  Do'iiglas 
i         Cause,  210. 

i    N.-<  Scots  Ma^aJue  on   the   Duke  of 
Wellington's      position      ia      1^30, 

Nisbet-Hamilton,  367. 

I  Nisbelt.  James,  servand,  11. 

I  North,  Lord,  214  ;  his  Adrninistraii.ju 
I  of  177s.  iJ>4  ;  moves  a  reconciliation 
i         wirh  America,  270  :   fall  of,  271. 

'  Northumlierland,  Earl  of,  x\\. 

I  Nottingham.  215. 

;  Oliphaxt,  Lor]>,  wvii..  2. 

1  — —  Alexander,  of  Kelly,  2. 

j  Dame  Katherine,  wife  of  (ieorge 

I         Dundas,  2,  ^69;  litigation  of,  •;. 

I  Orford,  Earl  of.  ■  .SVv  VValpole. 

I  Orkney  lost  bv  Con.servatives,  1S57, 
!       304- 

j     Orm,  \xv. 

Ormiston  Hall 

Orr,  Mr.,  243. 

Osuald,  262. 
!    Outerston  Mos 


13- 


INDEX. 


oS. 


Outcr:iton,  yilan  of,  44  ;  lianilel  of,  43. 
Ousteane,  James,  scrvand,  11. 
Oxenfoor(l,'369  ;  Record  Office,  82. 
Oyer  ar.i-i   Terminer,   Commission  of, 
in  1794,  244. 

I'AGE  as  a  judge,  90. 

Paine,  T.,  235. 

Paisley.  3T2  ;  unrepresented,  213. 

Palmer,  Rev.  Thomas  Fj-slic,  sen- 
tenced at  Perth,  237  ;  239,  241  ; 
discussion  on  trial  of,  24;. 

Palmerston,  Secretary-aL-\Var,  1S2S, 
335  ;  on  the  Cabinet  of,  182S,  343  ; 
votes  on  tlie  East  Retford  transfer, 

344- 

Paris,  290. 

Park  of  ITa'ikerston,  lO. 

Parliament  in  Edinburgh,  17. 

Act    of,     regarding    Covenant, 

1663,  25  ;  meeting  of,  in  1720,  64. 

Parliameniary  Reform  (1790),  226. 

I'atersnn,  W. ,  329. 

Palison,  \V.,  32S. 

Peel  retires,  330 ;  Home  Secretary 
under  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  335  : 
his  vote  on  the  ?^ast  Retford  trans- 
fer, 343  ;  converted  to  Catholic 
Emancipation,  349  ;  recall  from 
Rome,  362  ;  elected  Lord  Rector  of 
Glasgow  University,  363. 

Peers,  election  of,  61  ;  twenty-hve  to 
be  named  by  the  king,  62. 

Scottish,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot, 

82. 

Pelham,  102  ;  \srites  to  Lord  Amis- 
ton,  May  174S,  I03f.'j.x/.;  becomes 
Prime  Slinister,  123  ;  is  estranged 
from  Carteret,  124  ;  his  ministry  of 
1744,  125  note;  resigns  the  Chan- 
cellorship, 142  ;  death  of,  in  March 
1754.  150. 

Pembroke,  Earl  of,  resigns  in  leb. 
1746,  I4=- 

Pension,  114,  1S7. 

Perceval,  277  ;  a-sassination  of,  2S1. 

Perth,  Duke  of,  135. 

92  ;  Highlanders  approach,  127  ; 

Conservative  victory,  1837,  364. 

Piebald  Administration,  330. 

Pinkie,  369. 

Pirnhall,  191. 

Pitfour,  Lord,  votes  in  Douglas  Cause, 
209  note. 

Pitt,  his  Administration  comes  to  an 
end,  iSoi,  253  ;  death  of,  in  1806, 
259  ;  siii>ports  Lord  McUiile.  260  ; 
on  Parliamentary  Reff^rm  in  17S2, 
271  ;  I'rime  Minister  in  17S3,  214. 
Planta,  Jos.,  M.P.  for  Hastings,  344;.'. 
Plate  of  wedding  service,  114. 


Polwaith,  Loid,  speaks  on  the  .-^c^jI- 
tish  Peers  question,  84. 

Portal,  John,  of  Lavev>toke,  H.mts, 
254  note. 

Portland,  Duke  of,  48;  his  Mini>tr\-. 
265  ;  on  Mr.  Canning's  iiu\siniL-nts, 
266,  344  note. 

Portsmouth,  where  Que;,n  Catherine 
lands  in  1662,  24. 

Potsdam,  xxxii. 

Powis  House,  100. 

Prestongrange,  Lord,  congraiuiates 
Lord"  President  Dunda.,",  March 
176c,  160. 

Preston  pans,  369. 

Pretender.      See  Charles  (Prince). 

Primrose,  Sir  Archibald,  of  Carringlon, 
author  of  Act  A'escissory,  obtairis  a 
seat  on  the  bench,  23. 

Prince  Regent,  276. 

Prince  of  Wales  Island,  350  note. 

Pringle  of  Alemore,  204. 

Alex.,  of  Vair,  .M.P.  for  Selkirk- 
shire, 310  ;  writes  to  R.  Duni'.as, 
1820,  311. 

• David,  chirurgeoii,  13. 

Sir  John,  305. 

Sir  Walter,  of  New  hall,  nomi- 
nated for  a  judgeshi].,  Go  ;  hisdca-h 
in  1737,  90. 

Col,  23S. 

Privy  Council,  32. 

Protestant  Succession,  kacully  de- 
clare their  loyalty  to,  53. 

Pulteney,  meeting  at  his  house,  S4  ; 
his  system  of  managing  Scotkinvi.  97. 
Wm.,  234. 

Purvis,  W.,  32S. 

QUATRF.-15KAS.   2S3. 

Queensberry,  Duke  of,  hi.s  pateni.  63  ; 
at  Lord  Cnbham's,  83  ;  mec-'.ir.g  .".t 
his  house.  84  ;  139  ;  ou  the  lKv.;glas 
Cause,  I  So. 

Rae,  David  (Lord  Eskgrove),  at  }k;ri> 
in  Douglas  Cause,  207. 

Sir  William,  2S4  :  Lord  Advo- 
cate, 337  note;  on  tlie  Re-.rord 
q Lies! ion,  344. 

Raeburn's  picture  of  Lord  l'ra\::cld. 
236  ;  portrait  of  Chief- fkiron  Dun- 
das  by,  292  ;  receipt  by,  293. 

Railroad>,  construction  of,  350. 

Rannic,  Captain,  of  Melville,  2I7;/lY.-. 

Janet,  217  note. 

Ramsav,  Robert  Palfour,  14S. 

of  Whitehill,  M.V.  for  Mid- 
lothian, 149  note. 

Rannoch,  Loch,  and  P.arracks,  222. 

Rebellion  of  1745,  123-145- 


;]s() 


IXDKX. 


Reform  Bill,  cftcct  of.  on  Scotti^h 
constituencies,  341  :  ixi^.^cil  June  4th, 
1832,  352. 

Regency  JiiU,  176. 

Register  House,  E>linbiiri;li,  Avniston 
papers  in,  3. 

Renfrew,  Conservative  \  ictory,   1S37, 

364. 
]<en\vick,  James,  xwiii. 
Richmond,  Duchess  of,  289. 
Ridie,  Robert,  329. 
Robert  the  Bruce,  xxviii. 
Robert  of  Saint  Michael,  xxv. 
Robertson,  I'rincipal,  213. 

Daviv!,  of  Loretto,  267  no'e. 

Robinson,  1.,  in  the  Canning  Ministry, 

1S27,  ?;o. 
Roslin,  29v 
Rothes,  2'S. 

Earl  of,  139. 

Rov/an,  Hamilton,  237.  2vS. 
Rockingham,  Mnr,|i'._-.  r.f.  172  ;  forms 

a  ministry    \',(r^,,    i;;;    njiii-rry  of 

1765,   Dundas's  .-LrviocD  \-,antc(i  for, 

201;    siicreeds    Lord    North,    214: 

death  of,  271. 
Ross,  Lord,  signs  Covenant,  16. 

General,  of  Balnagowan,  187. 

Master  Tame«.  34. 

Admiral,    Sir     b4in    Lockliarl. 

See  Lockhart. 
Lady  Lockhart,  of  Balnagowan, 

95  note. 

Dame  iMargaret,  39. 

William,   VVnter  to  the  Signet, 

34- 

Conseivative  victory,  1S37,  304. 

Rossdhu,  a  re,ort  of  Lord  Arniston'-, 

93- 

Roxlmrghe.  Duke  of,  letter  to  Dundas, 
June  14,  17 17.  regarding  his  appoint- 
ment as  Solicitor-General,  59  ;  letter 
to  Dundas  regarding  the  representa- 
tive Peers,  61  et  scq ;  encourages 
opposition  to  Malt  Tax,  6S  ;  letter 
from,  to  Dundas,  June  4.  1725,  69; 
letter  regarding  Dundas's  dismissal 
in  1725,  June  10,  70;  deprivcfl  of 
seals  of  office,  71. 

Roxburghshire  lost  by  Conser%-atives 
in  1S37,  364. 

Roy,  General,  his  map  of  Midlothian, 
295. 

Royal  Bank,  Si.  Andrew  Scjuare,  the 
house  of  Sir  Lawrence  Dundas,  xxxv. 

Rud<liman,  keeper  of  .rVdvocates' 
Library,  156. 

Rullion  Green,  369. 

Russell,  Lord  John,  229. 

Russia,  operations  against.  iiS. 

Ruthen,  92. 


Ruthergleii,  213. 
Ryder,  Home  Secret^ 
Ry  lawk  no  we,  5. 


279. 


imes    Dund: 


St.      AXDt-lEW:-, 

studies  at  St.  LcmiuhMV  c .liege,  5. 

Sandilands,  Sir  James  (Lord  Tor- 
phichen),  obtains  a  grant  of  estates 
belonging  to  Knights  of  St.  fohn,  l: 
sells  lands  of  Ballintrodo,  2. 

Sandys,  moves  the  impeachinent  of  the 
Earl  of  Hay,  84. 

Sandwich,  Lord,  on  Douglas  Cause, 
210. 

Sawyers,  T.,  329. 

.Si'i  ilkii'j>i.  Executive  of,  consists  of 
eig'iu  I -.iiiniis-ioners,  21  :  propiieiary 
inipiov.!!!jnts  of,  41  ;  niiprovemen;s 
in  Lowlands  of,  50 ;  c larse  v.ool, 
manufacture  of,  67 ;  home-spun, 
manufactures  of,  72  ;  opiiosition  to 
Walpole  gains  strength  in,  79:  roads 
between,  and  London,  92  :  Secretary- 
ship for,  revived  in  1742,  96;  ad- 
ministration, 98;  herital^le  juris- 
dictions in,  101  )iote;  Marquis  of 
TweoMale,  Secretary  for,  liS: 
legislation,  174S-1787,  203;  liurghs, 
227  ;  effect  of  French  Revolution 
on,  229  ;  state,  in  1795,  244  ;  drain- 
age, 295  -,  greyhound  owner.>,  305  ; 
Tory  party  in  1S32,  361  ;  Boor 
Law,  367. 

Scott  of  Airfield  on  farm  pr^jluce,  3G0. 

Henry  Francis.  M.l'.,  for  Rox- 
burghshire (Lord  Bolwardr).  r^v 

Gen.    J,.hn,    of    Balc-nie,    263  ; 

marries  Margaret  Dumia^  (Mi^- 
Peggy),  1 88.  ' 

Sir     Walter,     299;     his     'Lady 

Ashton' identified,  39  :  on  Arni.-ton, 
211;  member  of  the  Veomanr;.- 
Cavalry,  311;  on  Scotch  banking, 
315  ;  writes  to  Sir  Robert  Dundas 
on  banking.  322  et  se./. 

Scots  Ma^^azinc  on  Dundas,  secon.i 
President,  in  ;  on  Presid.ent  L^un- 
das's  funeral  in  17S7,  198. 

Scotch  Militia  Bill,  163. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland,  office 
of,  abolished  in  1725,  71  ;  revived 
in  1742,  96;  finally  abolished  in 
1746,  143- 

Sedan.  20S. 

Selkirk,  Fail  of,  206. 

Session,  Court  of,  abolished.  21  ;  re- 
established., 23. 

Seven  years'  war,  uS. 

Shank,  tenants,  4  ;  plan,  3  ;  rent,  10  ; 
barony,  purchased  by  Dundas  in 
1753  f'-T  ^3000,  189. 
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Ingham,  214. 
iis"  olnce    of 


of  Court  of 


Man,    by 


Sharpe.  Arclib]3.  James,  i 

William,  29. 

Shelburne  succoc'ls  R.oc' 

Sliephoid,    Sir    S..    resi^ 
Chiff  r>aron,  34S. 

Sheridan  supports  Henry  Erskine,  229; 
on  Muir  and  Palmer's  trials,  244. 

Sheriff  Courts,  present  system  of,  be- 
gun, 202. 

Sibbald,  I'atrik,  19. 

Sidmouth,  Lord,  Home  Secretary,  292. 

Sidney,  Lord,  216. 

Sinclair,  George,  of  WouJhall,  S9,  94 
note. 

Sir  John,  of  Stevenson,  17,  S9. 

John,  17. 

- — —  Margaret,  wife  of  second  Lord 
Arniston,  58  ;  letter  from,  to  Mrs. 
Dundas,  64. 

Sir  Robert,  of  Stevenson,  56,  58. 

Sinking  Fund,  Walpole's  proposal  to 
encroach  upon,  78. 

Ske7ie,  Helen,  third  wife  of  Sir  Tames 
Dundas,  38. 

General,  320. 

Sir  James,  Pres 

Session,  38. 

Skelmersdale,  Lord,  347. 

Sketches  of  the  IJisioiy  of 
Lord  Karnes,  49. 

Skiiving  sentenced,  244. 

Small-pox  at  Arniston,  85. 

Smith  of  Deanston,   draina: 

John,  32S. 

Robert,  32S. 

Sinythe,  David,  of  Metlnen.  izj  iw/e. 

'  Society  of  Friends  of  ih.-  P.   ijile,"  zzi). 

'  — of  Lnprovers  in  Agrii-iiiuuc,"  72. 

Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  20  ; 
an  unlavsfiii  oath.  27. 

Solicitor-General,  position  of,  in  Scot- 
land, 60. 

Stair,  Lord,  109  ;  establishes  a  manu- 
facture of  line  linen,  72  ;  dismissed 
i"  173.V  79  ;  dismissed,  82  ;  attends 
meeting  at  Lord  Cobham"s,  83  ;  at 
the  Duke  of  Queensberry's,  84. 

'  Standard,'  335. 

Stanhope,  Ladv  Hester,  258. 

Steuart,  Archibald,  181. 

Sir  John,  of  GrandtuUy,  181,  206. 

Stewart,  Donald,  susix-cted.  121. 

Sir  James,  of  Gooiltrees.  succeeds 

Sir  D.  Dalrsm[ile  as  Lord  Advocate, 
Dec.  26,  1711,  53,  314;  letter  of, 
to  Secretary  of  State,  ^L^reh  11, 
1 712,  54  e^  seij.  ;  dismissal  of,  59. 

James,   Lord  Garlics'  son,  tleath 

of,  from  smallpox,  85. 
Stirling  of  Keir,  262. 
Stirling,  Sir  Samuel,  312. 


^lurderof,  230.     I    Stirlingshire  Yeomanry,  312. 
Stobhill  coal,  339. 
I     Stonetield,  Lord,  votes  in  the  Douglas 


Cause,  209  110/6 
[    Strathmore,  Earl  of, 


'f,  78. 


360. 


I    Slrichen,  Lord,  votes  in  the  Douglas 

i        Cause,  209  note, 

j    Struan,  a  resort  of  Lord  Arniston's,  93. 

I    Stuart,  Patrick,  of  Tornaice,   148. 

I    Sutherland,  Conservative  victory,  1837, 

'         ZH- 

Szdvey  of  JMidlotJiiiui.  1793,  -94- 
\    Suttie,  George,  304. 

Sir  George,  359. 

Sir    James    Giant,     of    Preston- 
grange  and  Balgone,  255,  304  ;,vA- ; 
'         promotes  railw  :'\- ■  .i"  :i  1  ..'ion,  3^9. 
j    Sweden,  opera;!   ;.    ^    ;;  :::  =,  iiS. 

I    Tailors  Pendicle,  10. 

i    Tamworth  Manifesto,  362. 

j    Tandy,  Xapper,  23 S. 

j    larbett  makes  the  renimciation,  33. 

I    'J'emplars  m  Scotland,  i. 

]     '  Temple,' parish  of,  i. 

1 Mill.  phen>antry  at,  303. 
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